| FLYGTNINGEN/AVNET | 544

Flygtningenesevnets baggrundsmateriale

Bilagsnr.: 544
Land: Iran
Kilde: Minority Rights Group International

State of the World’s Minorities and Indigenous

Titel:
Peoples 2013 — Iran

Udgivet: 24. september 2013

Optaget pa

. 2. januar 2014
baggrundsmaterialet:

®  Flygtningenaevnet « Adelgade 11-13 « DK-1304 Kgbenhavn K
Telefon +45 3392 3334 » Fax +45 3920 4505 « E-mail fin@inm.dk « www.fln.dk



Refworld | State of the World's Minorities and lgeinous Peoples 20- Iran Pagel of 3

irefworld (UNHCR

State of the World's Minorities and
Indigenous Peoples 2013 - Iran

Publisher Minority Rights Group International

Publication
Date

24 September 2013

Minority Rights Group Internationagtate of the World's Minorities and Indigenous
Cite as Peoples 2013 - Irar24 September 2013, available at:
http://www.refworld.org/docid/526fb746b.html [aceesl 5 December 2013]

This is not a UNHCR publication. UNHCR is not respible for, nor does it
necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expigesse solely those of the author
or publisher and do not necessarily reflect thdd¢MHCR, the United Nations or
its Member States.

Disclaimer

Iran has many minorities, including Ahwazi Arabzefis, Baha'is, Baluchis, Christians and
Kurds. Activists and members of those groups coetinto face discrimination and
marginalization by the Iranian authorities. Repnéatves of Iranian minority groups expressed
their frustration and disappointment at the regbmeause it deprives them of their rights,
including those mentioned in the Constitution. 012, the Iranian government did not allow the
UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Iran, AirSaheed, into the country to investigate
the human rights situation. Shaheed urged thednegovernment to end discrimination against
women as well as ethnic and religious minoritiehild/there are mechanisms in Iran for
respecting human rights, violations are reportetthé@testimonies of 221 individuals collected
between November 2011 and July 2012, accordindgy&t&:d. Minority languages are prohibited
in both government institutions and as subjectsettaught in schools. Schools in minority
regions are very poor and the rates of drop-outilatetacy are higher in those areas than the
national average, according to the Baluchistan le&oBarty.

Dozens of Ahwazi Arabs have been detained, tortaneblexecuted since demonstrations broke
out in Khuzestan province in April 2011. The yeagéan with security round-ups in the region,
leading to the arrest of at least 65 people. Tweetyen Ahwazi Arab residents of Shush in
Khuzestan were arrested because of their allegeiveEment in a campaign to boycott the March
parliamentary elections and expressing suppotitArab Spring'. In June four Ahwazi Arabs,
including three brothers, were executed on chasfeEsmity against God', after having been
accused of killing a law enforcement official. Fhmmembers disputed the charges. They had
been arrested during demonstrations in the prowhé&duzestan. In July 2012, five Ahwazi

Arabs were sentenced to death and a sixth recai@€dyear prison sentence. International human
rights groups contested the charges and argueththatvere arrested because of their connection
to demonstrations in February and March 2011 abé#tk sixth anniversary of protests by
Ahwazi Arabs in 2005 calling for a better life fibveir people. According to the Unrepresented
Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO), a totalmé Ahwazi Arabs were awaiting execution
by October, after further capital convictions latethe year.

Ahwaz city was rated as the most polluted cityhie world by the World Health Organization
(WHO) in 2011 and the rate of asthma among childnere has long been higher than the
regional average. Life expectancy is the lowestan. A critical issue is the prevalence of
particles smaller than 10 micrometres (PM10), sthese penetrate deep into the lungs and the
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bloodstream. The WHO recommends a limit of 20 ngcams of PM10 per cubic metre of air;
Ahwaz city records 372 micrograms.

Heightened health risks from such intense air pioltuinclude cancer, hypertension, diabetes and
birth defects. Causes include desertification tesyfrom river diversion and the draining of
marshes, as well as petrochemical and other indsdtrcated in the area. 8tate of the World's
Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 20MRG analysed the connections between naturalireso
extraction, land rights and discrimination agamstorities, including a case study on Iran.

Ahwazi Arabs complain of being forced out of theraih province of Khuzestan in order to
replace them with majority Persians. In additidre authorities consider their call for equalityaas
threat to national security. According to the Ahvirairman Rights Organization, they are not
allowed to teach their native language, and thotates the Iranian Constitution as well as the
international human rights norms. The governmest plohibits Arabic-speaking Iranians to
name their children with non-Shi'a Arab names. ti$e of minority languages in schools and
government offices is generally prohibited, acaogdio Amnesty International.

While Khuzestan is a rich province on account eflirge-scale oil production, the area suffers
from poverty and a lack of adequate social serviceaddition, the towns of Bostan, Dashte-
Azadegan and Hovazeh have inadequate access th baad centres and are subject to frequent
deaths because of untreated accidents. The DaglliegAn region has the highest rates of child
malnutrition, according to the Ahwaz Human Rightg&hization.

Kurds also face persecution in Iran. Journalistfandder of the Human Rights Organization of
Kurdistan Mohammad Sadiq Kabudvand went on hung&esn May and July, according to
Amnesty International; he had been denied accdsis teriously ill son and was himself refused
medical treatment. In June, Mohammad Mehdi Zalielgidéhbandian, a Kurd, died in Rajaee
Shahr prison because of inadequate medical attebyigrison officials. Three Kurds were
executed in September in Oroumieh, after having lbeend guilty of illegal political activities.

The situation is also difficult for the Baluch mityg. Public demonstrations or acts of violence by
extremists provoke a harsh government respongectober, three men were hanged in Zahidan
prison, a few days after a suicide bombing in Claabhhe three men were not connected to the
bombing incident — rather their executions appetwdze intended as a signal from the
government that acts of defiance would not be abdet. One was reportedly a teenager. The
Baluch People's Party noted that 11 political prése were awaiting execution in October. MRG
has previously reported how the Baluch minority aeght in the struggle between armed
insurgents and the Iranian authorities, with vibleets by the former serving as a pretext for
further militarization and repression by the latter

Women face discrimination in a number of areaseesfly with regard to family law. A number
of women's rights activists remained imprisoned@d2. One of them was released in November
after spending 1,622 days in a detention centagrding to the International Campaign for
Human Rights in Iran and Campaign for Equality.nési Bayazidi, a member of the Campaign
for Equality (previously called the Campaign foréOMillion Signatures to Change
Discriminatory Laws in Iran), was arrested and eeoéd to imprisonment because of her work
challenging inequality. Bayazidi has also beenvaat the Human Rights Organization of
Kurdistan. In addition, 36 universities acrossdbantry banned female enrolment across certain
subjects, and set quotas limiting the number of wwn other courses as well as enforcing
gender segregation in their institutions.

The persecution of Baha'is by the government ifiedsduring the year. Human Rights Watch

(HRW) noted a crackdown on the community in Semieading to the closure of at least 17
businesses. Amnesty International reported thigaat 177 Baha'is were detained for their
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religious beliefs during 2012. Seven Baha'i leaderdginued to serve 20-year prison terms after
their arrest in 2009, despite vocal internatiomatests.

Iran officially recognizes three non-Islamic retigs groups — Zoroastrians, Christians and Jews.
During the autumn, Christian pastor Youssef Nadanklvas released after having been jailed for
nearly three years for his beliefs in 2012. He a@guitted of apostasy, but was convicted of
evangelizing to Muslims. He was subsequently reséed in December and then released once
more in January 2013. Religious minorities areatiotved to proselytize and there are restrictions
on published religious materials. In January 2@:ed Abedini, an Iranian-born American
pastor, was sentenced to eight years in jail ftatdishing Christian house churches; he had been
arrested in September. In September 2012, the Wdi&Rapporteur on human rights in Iran
reported that at least 300 Christians have beatraly arrested and detained since June 2010.

Copyright notice: © Minority Rights Group Internatial. All rights reserved.
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