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He was ordered to deepen the grave, he said. After that, the soldiers dragged the bodies over to the pit, stacked them inside and 

covered them with dirt. 

He watched from his gun truck. "I was asked to come down to drag them, but I told them I was on the gun so I couldn't," he said. 

"The smell ofblood was tao much ... I didn't want to smell the blood, it was getting to my head." 

The following day, the two fathers and other residents discovered a large square of newly overturned ground near the waterhole, 

surrounded by tire tracks and boot prints. They could immediately see it was a fresh grave, said the father of the 15-year-old. 

The group did not try to dig up the bodies because they were afraid the soldiers would kill them, according to the 13-year-old's 

father. 

"Toere is nothing we can do except leave the case to God," he told Reuters. 

The four civilian sources all described the grave as being at nearly the same spot by the waterhole. Reuters was unable to 

independently confirm a mass grave in that location. The soldier described a location slightly to the north. 

Kaka said he returned to the waterhole the day after the shooting to retrieve a wheelbarrow of firewood he had abandoned in his 

fright. Blood stained the soil covering the fresh grave, he said. 

Deeply disturbed by what he' d witnessed, Kaka left town shortly after the massacre. 

"I am trying to forget it," he said. 
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