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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Ongoing strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) con9nue, with aerial, land and mari9me 
bombardments across the Gaza Strip, resul9ng in civilian casual9es, displacement and the 
destruc9on of residen9al structures and public infrastructure.  
 

• Humanitarian pauses across specific areas of the Gaza Strip have enabled the first round of the 
emergency polio vaccina9on campaign. The Polio vaccina9on campaign was rolled out in 
phases, focusing on one zone at a 9me - star9ng in the Middle Areas, shiJing to the south, and 
finally to the northern governorates.  Between 1-13 September, nearly 560,000 children were 
reached in the middle, southern and northern areas of the Gaza Strip according to WHO.  

 

• As winter approaches, WFP as the logis9cs cluster lead agency warns that worsening condi9ons 
and damaged roads in Gaza will complicate the delivery of food, water, medicine, and hygiene 
supplies to areas where they are cri9cal for the survival of communi9es. 

UNRWA Situation Report #137 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 13-16 September 2024, is valid as of 16 September 
2024 at 22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 344-347 of Hostilities 

           Published 18 September 2024 

UNRWA teams distribute food aid to forcibly displaced families in an UNRWA school-turned-shelter in Deir al-Balah, middle area, Gaza Strip. September 
2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/wfp-palestine-emergency-response-external-situation-report-32-11-september-2024
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• According to the Health and WASH Clusters, there remains a cri9cal shortage of essen9al 
hygiene items such as soap, shampoo, and detergents. Families are struggling to maintain basic 
hygiene in overcrowded shelters, which increases the risk of health condi9ons like infec9ous 
diarrhea.  Handwashing with soap can reduce diarrheal diseases by 40 per cent and respiratory 
infec9ons by 20 per cent, yet soap and detergents are now either unavailable or priced beyond 
what families can afford. For example, a 75 gram piece of soap costs up to US$ 10, forcing 
families to make the hard choice between essen9al food or hygiene.  
 

• On 14 September, the Israeli military issued yet another evacua9on order affec9ng three 
neighbourhoods in central Beit Lahia, in northern Gaza. According to the Site Management 
Working Group, this order affects two internally displaced collec9ve centres and one makeshiJ 
site, hos9ng a total of 850 people.  The ongoing issuance of mass evacua9on orders without 
ensuring that those displaced have safe and adequate places to stay, is worsening the 
humanitarian crisis for hundreds of thousands of people, especially those who are repeatedly 
and forcibly displaced. As of 16 September, according to OCHA, more than 55 evacua9on orders 
remain in effect, covering about 86 per cent of Gaza. 
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people (or nine in ten people) across the Gaza Strip are 
internally displaced, including people who have been repeatedly displaced (some, up to 10 
9mes or more).  
 

• As of 17 September, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October is 220.  
 

• Several challenges stand in the way of collec9ng much needed humanitarian supplies from the 
Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These include deteriora9ng 
law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel shortages and access 
restric9ons.  According to OCHA, between 1 and 9 September 2024, an average of only 62 
humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. This is well below the pre-crisis average of 
500 trucks per working day. 

• The latest informa9on on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the below link:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 9 September 2024, 674 Pales9nians have 
been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Separately, UNICEF confirmed that over 
150 children have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, during the period, 7 
October 2023 to July 2024. 
 

• On 10 September, ISF resumed opera9ons in northern West Bank (following their last 
withdrawal on 6 September), targe9ng Tulkarm, Nur Shams, and El Far’a camps. On 12 
September, the ISF withdrew from Tulkarm Camp, and on 13 September from El Far’a Camp. 
The opera9on leJ extensive destruc9on, including damage to roads, residen9al and commercial 
buildings, and led to the interrup9on of basic services including water supply, electricity and 
sewerage networks. 

https://healthcluster.who.int/newsroom/news/item/16-09-2024-urgent-action-needed-a-call-to-provide-critical-hygiene-supplies-to-gaza-s-vulnerable
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-218-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-11-september-2024
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-216-west-bank
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• As a result of the resumed opera9ons, 12 Pales9nians were killed, including one UNRWA staff 

member shot and killed by live ammuni9on fire while on the roof of his house in El Far’a Camp 
early on 12 September.  Two drone strikes were reported during the opera9ons, both on 11 
September: one targe9ng a vehicle in Iktaba, killing three Pales9nians; and one in the vicinity of 
a mosque in Tubas, resul9ng in six Pales9nians killed.  
 

• Furthermore, on 15 September, a Pales9nian assailant was shot dead aJer allegedly stabbing 
and injuring an ISF personnel in Jerusalem’s Old City.  
 

• Movement restric9ons remained in place across the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. On 
15 September, at least 23 Pales9nians were detained at a checkpoint near Ramallah while 
aiemp9ng to reach their workplaces inside Israel.  

 

 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Ministry of Health in Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 2023 
and 16 September 2024, at least 41,226 Pales9nians were reported killed and 95,413 injured.  

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, no new incidents impacting UNRWA installations and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there were reported. The verification of details and any 
casualty figures are ongoing. 

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor interference 
through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs sheltering in 
UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start of the war. 
UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures will 
be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change once 
verifications are conducted.  

 

 

 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-218-gaza-strip
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UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• Between 24 – 29 August, UNRWA, as part of the national polio campaign, has provided health 

training to 440 nurses and 440 registrars. In addition, disseminating health messages about 
the vaccines has started at health facilities and medical points. 
 

• As of 14 September, 82 medical points and 10 (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 
operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 
care and dressings for the injured. The number of opera9onal health facili9es fluctuates 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  
 

• On 14 September, 1,051 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 
points across the Gaza Strip, providing 16,260 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 14 September, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services 
in the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist special 
cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams responded to 310 cases 
in health centres and at medical points through individual consultations, awareness sessions 
and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 

• On 14 September, medical teams provided medical care for 426 post-natal and pregnant 
women at high risk. 

 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 
the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 9 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.47 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition, the Agency (in partnership with 
and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and WHO) continues to provide 
vaccines, with over 130,000 children vaccinated against different childhood diseases since the 
start of 2024 through mid-July. 

 

   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support across 
the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children con9nue to be out of school since the beginning of 
the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of ‘Back to 
Learning’ with a focus on mental health ac9vi9es. This is taking place in up to 45 UNRWA schools 
now turned shelters2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support ac9vi9es, focusing on arts, 
music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
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nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA con9nues to provide lifesaving 
psychosocial support (PSS) services in Gaza, including psychosocial first aid, individual and group 
counselling, fa9gue management sessions, recrea9onal ac9vi9es, Explosive Ordnance Risk 
Educa9on (EORE) and protec9on cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict in 2023, as of 15 September 2024 around 700,000 IDPs, including 
over 470,000 children, have benefited from a total of 253,648 PSS sessions/ac9vi9es. Between 
5-11 September, a total of 11,320 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more than 
8,500 children, including 60 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 5 - 11 September, 8,320 children (3,317 boys, 5,003 girls, including 168 children with 
disabili9es) par9cipated in a variety of “Back to Learning” ac9vi9es, including basic literacy and 
numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recrea9onal ac9vi9es such as arts, music, and sports. 

 

• Since the onset of the war, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 172,3694 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual ac9vi9es, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen rela9onships. 
Protec9on services were provided to 1,388 GBV survivors and 2,125 children, including 1,150 
unaccompanied children, covering reunifica9on, safe sheltering, medica9on, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 18,833 persons with disabili9es with 
PSS; 7,637 of these individuals received assis9ve devices and rehabilita9on services. Awareness 
sessions on GBV, child protec9on, disability and special needs, as well as managing social and 
psychological stressors were conducted for 113,367 IDPs. 
 

 Food security  

• To date, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) have been reached with two 
rounds of flour; 358,762 of those families have received three rounds. 

• UNRWA con9nues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 flour, 
rice, chickpeas, len9ls, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

• In addi9on to the distribu9on of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organiza9ons, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH ac9vi9es across the Gaza Strip. 
Main ac9vi9es include the opera9on and con9nued maintenance of water wells, desalina9on 
systems and the direct provision of water through water trucking and the distribu9on of boiled 
water. In addi9on, UNRWA con9nues to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA 

 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 – 15 September 2024. 
5 Note the composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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shelters and sites through the provision of cleaning supplies, community based solid waste 
management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA con9nues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 IDPs 
with access to water. Between June and August, UNRWA reached 50,000 IDPs with hygiene kits. 

• Between 15 August-9 September, UNRWA distributed over 80 cubic metres of water across 105 
emergency shelters, reaching an es9mated of 480,000 people.  During the first week of 
September, UNRWA distributed chlorine tablets to over 16 emergency shelters to prevent 
water contamina9on and improve water quality. Cleaning campaigns and hygiene promo9on 
awareness sessions were held inside to coincide with the Polio vaccina9on campaigns. It is 
es9mated that over 200,000 IDPs benefited from cleaning campaigns. Outside the emergency 
shelters, UNRWA con9nues to provide services, including water well services to over 700,000 
people scaiered in informal seilements in Mawasi Khan Younis.   

• Throughout the Gaza Strip, hundreds of thousands of tons of solid waste are piling up on the 
streets, between tents of displaced civilians and next to the rubble in back alleys. The collapse 
of solid waste management since 7 October 2023, is worsening the public health crisis. Between 
23 August and 5 of September 2024, UNRWA collected a total of 2,000 tons of solid waste and 
transferred that to temporary dumping sites, in the middle and southern areas.  

Quote from Tamara Alrifai, UNRWA Director of External RelaFons and CommunicaFons: 

“It’s almost been a year of relentless fighFng and non-stop forced displacement. People have lost 
everything: from family members, to homes, to educaFon.” 

 

ENDs – 
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IDPs in UNRWA installations

UNRWA situation and response to the escalation in the Gaza Strip

220 UNRWA colleagues killed

190
UNRWA

installations
damaged

UNRWA fatalities and damage to installations

Confirmed IDP numbers, since 7 October 2023

1,900,000*
IDPs**

UNRWA response – Food assistance

Partial update on 14 September due to security and
internet connectivity issues

Only 10 (out of 27) UNRWA health care centres
operational .

16,260 patients received healthcare in 10 (out of 27)
UNRWA health care centres and UNRWA shelters.

UNRWA response – Health

UNRWA response – Psychosocial support

c.215,000 families have received an UNRWA food
parcel in middle areas and southern governorates at
least once since 21 Nov.

464
incidents

At least 563 IDPs sheltering in UNRWA premises have
been killed and 1,790 injuredsince 7 October.

Since the onset of the conflict over 450,000 children
have benefited from 246,188 psychosocial and
recreational activities .

Between 5 – 11 September a total of 11,320 IDPs
benefited from psychosocial and recreational
activities .



Page 1 of 6 
 

     

       

      

 

 

1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Ongoing strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) con9nue, with aerial, land and mari9me 
bombardments across the Gaza Strip, resul9ng in civilian casual9es, displacement and the 
destruc9on of residen9al structures and public infrastructure.  

 
• Humanitarian pauses across specific areas of the Gaza Strip have enabled the first round of the 

emergency polio vaccina9on campaign. The Polio vaccina9on campaign was rolled out in 
phases, focusing on one zone at a 9me - star9ng in the middle area, shiHing to the south, and 
finally to the northern governorates.  Between 1-12 September, nearly 560,000 children were 
reached in the middle, southern and northern areas of the Gaza Strip according to WHO.  

 

• 15 Aid Organisa9ons highlighted that there remains significant obstruc9on in humanitarian aid 
entering the Gaza Strip.  Findings found: i) 83 per cent of required food aid does not make it 
into Gaza, up from 34 per cent in 2023.This reduc9on means people in Gaza have gone from 

UNRWA Situation Report #138 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 17-19 September 2024, is valid as of 19 September 
2024 at 22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 348-350 of Hostilities 

           Published 20 September 2024 

Women living in an UNRWA school-turned-shelter in Nuseirat (middle area), Gaza Strip. September 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2024/september/israels-siege-now-blocks-83-of-food-aid-reaching-gaza-new-data-reveals/
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having an average of two meals a day to just one meal every other day;  ii) Availability of hygiene 
items has dropped to 15 per cent of the amount available in September 2023. One million 
women are now going without the hygiene supplies they need; iii) 65 per cent of the insulin 
required and half of the required blood supply are not available in Gaza. 
 

• Humanitarian Clusters provided an update on current opera9ons and challenges inside Gaza. 
Several clusters reported ongoing access challenges preven9ng clusters from delivering 
humanitarian aid; cri9cal sectors including food, nutri9on, WASH, shelter and health urgently 
require an increase in the volume of humanitarian supplies to maintain opera9ons. For 
example, for shelter with the rainy season approaching, Shelter Cluster partners are unable to 
import enough materials to provide sufficient protec9on from wind, rain, or flooding. With 
logis9cal constraints and depleted stocks, few partners have any items to support households 
with emergency shelter and other essen9al items. 
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people (or nine in ten people) across the Gaza Strip are 
internally displaced, including people who have been repeatedly displaced (some, up to 10 
9mes or more).  
 

• As of 19 September, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October is 220.  
 

• Several challenges stand in the way of collec9ng much needed humanitarian supplies from the 
Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These include deteriora9ng 
law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel shortages and access 
restric9ons.  According to OCHA, between 1 and 15 September 2024, an average of only 67 
humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. This is well below the pre-crisis average of 
500 trucks per working day. 

• The latest informa9on on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the below link:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

 
• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 16 September 2024, 689 Pales9nians have 

been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Separately, UNICEF confirmed that over 
150 children have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, during the period, 7 
October 2023 to July 2024. 

 

 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Ministry of Health in Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 2023 
and 18 September 2024, at least 41,272 Pales9nians were reported killed and 95,551 injured.  

 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/gaza-humanitarian-response-update-2-15-september-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/Gaza_Reported_Impact_Snapshot_18_September_2024.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-219-west-bank
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/Gaza_Reported_Impact_Snapshot_18_September_2024.pdf
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3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, no new incidents impacting UNRWA installations and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there were reported. The verification of details and any 
casualty figures are ongoing. 

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor interference 
through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs sheltering in 
UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start of the war. 
UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures will 
be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change once 
verifications are conducted.  

 

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• As of 17 September, 80 medical points and 10 (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 

operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 
care and dressings for the injured. The number of opera9onal health facili9es fluctuates 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  

 
• On 17 September, 1,133 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 

points across the Gaza Strip, providing 15,532 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 17 September, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services 
in the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist special 
cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams responded to 505 cases 
in health centres and at medical points through individual consultations, awareness sessions 
and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   
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• On 17 September, medical teams provided medical care for 387 post-natal and pregnant 
women at high risk. 

 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 
the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 9 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.47 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition, the Agency (in partnership with 
and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and WHO) continues to provide 
vaccines, with over 130,000 children vaccinated against different childhood diseases since the 
start of 2024 through mid-July. 
 
 

   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children con9nue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
‘Back to Learning’ with a focus on mental health ac9vi9es. This is taking place in up to 45 
UNRWA schools now turned shelters2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support ac9vi9es, 
focusing on arts, music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, 
with the support of nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA con9nues 
to provide lifesaving psychosocial support services in Gaza, including psychosocial first aid, 
individual and group counselling, fa9gue management sessions, recrea9onal ac9vi9es, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Educa9on (EORE) and protec9on cash assistance, reaching children, 
youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict in 2023, as of 15 September 2024 around 700,000 IDPs, including 
over 470,000 children, have benefited from a total of 253,648 PSS sessions/ac9vi9es. Between 
5-11 September, a total of 11,320 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more than 
8,500 children, including 60 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 5 - 11 September, 8,320 children (3,317 boys, 5,003 girls, including 168 children with 
disabili9es) par9cipated in a variety of “Back to Learning” ac9vi9es, including basic literacy and 
numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recrea9onal ac9vi9es such as arts, music, and sports. 

 

• Since the onset of the war, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 172,3694 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual ac9vi9es, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen rela9onships. 
Protec9on services were provided to 1,388 GBV survivors and 2,125 children, including 1,150 
unaccompanied children, covering reunifica9on, safe sheltering, medica9on, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 18,833 persons with disabili9es with 
PSS; 7,637 of these individuals received assis9ve devices and rehabilita9on services. Awareness 

 
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 – 15 September 2024. 
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sessions on GBV, child protec9on, disability and special needs, as well as managing social and 
psychological stressors were conducted for 113,367 IDPs. 

 Food security  

• To date, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) have been reached with two 
rounds of flour; 358,762 of those families have received three rounds. 

• UNRWA con9nues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 flour, 
rice, chickpeas, len9ls, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

• In addi9on to the distribu9on of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organiza9ons, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH ac9vi9es across the Gaza Strip. 
Main ac9vi9es include the opera9on and con9nued maintenance of water wells, desalina9on 
systems and the direct provision of water through water trucking and the distribu9on of bopled 
water. In addi9on, UNRWA con9nues to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA 
shelters and sites through the provision of cleaning supplies, community based solid waste 
management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA con9nues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 IDPs 
with access to water. Between June and August, UNRWA reached 50,000 IDPs with hygiene kits. 

• Between 15 August-9 September, UNRWA distributed over 80 cubic metres of water across 105 
emergency shelters, reaching an es9mated of 480,000 people. During the first week of 
September, UNRWA distributed chlorine tablets to over 16 emergency shelters to prevent 
water contamina9on and improve water quality. Cleaning campaigns and hygiene promo9on 
awareness sessions were held inside to coincide with the Polio vaccina9on campaigns. It is 
es9mated that over 200,000 IDPs benefited from cleaning campaigns. Outside the emergency 
shelters, UNRWA con9nues to provide services, including water well services to over 700,000 
people scapered in informal seplements in Mawasi Khan Younis.   

• Throughout the Gaza Strip, hundreds of thousands of tons of solid waste are piling up on the 
streets, between tents of displaced civilians and next to the rubble in back alleys. The collapse 
of solid waste management since 7 October 2023, is worsening the public health crisis. Between 
23 August and 5 September 2024, UNRWA collected a total of 2,000 tons of solid waste and 
transferred that to temporary dumping sites, in the middle and southern areas.  

 

 

 
5 Note the composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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Quote from Umm Ibrahim, displaced in Gaza: 

• “Soon it will be our second winter enduring war in makeshiK tents. We never imagined it 
would last this long.” 

 

ENDs – 
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1,900,000*
IDPs**

UNRWA response – Food assistance

Partial update on 17 September due to security and
internet connectivity issues

Only 10 (out of 27) UNRWA health care centres
operational .

15,532 patients received healthcare in 10 (out of 27)
UNRWA health care centres and UNRWA shelters.

UNRWA response – Health

UNRWA response – Psychosocial support

c.215,000 families have received an UNRWA food
parcel in middle areas and southern governorates at
least once since 21 Nov.

464
incidents

At least 563 IDPs sheltering in UNRWA premises have
been killed and 1,790 injuredsince 7 October.

Since the onset of the conflict over 450,000 children
have benefited from 246,188 psychosocial and
recreational activities .

Between 5 – 11 September a total of 11,320 IDPs
benefited from psychosocial and recreational
activities .
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Ongoing strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime 
bombardments across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties, displacement and the 
destruction of residential structures and public infrastructure.  

 

• UNRWA’s Commissioner-General (CG) posted on his official X account that the Israeli 
Authorities ”are phasing out representation from humanitarian organisations or those 
engaged in reporting on the atrocities of the war in Gaza”. The CG stated that as humanitarian 
needs continue to increase, more humanitarian workers are needed, not less. The opposite is 
increasingly taking place. 
 

• According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Health Cluster, the three phases 
of the first round of the polio vaccination campaign, aimed at reaching  children under ten 
years of age, were concluded on 12 September. Nearly 560,000 children were vaccinated 

UNRWA Situation Report #139 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 20-23 September 2024, is valid as of 23 September 
2024 at 22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 351-354 of Hostilities 

           Published 23 September 2024 

Child running as heavy rain falls in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. September 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/israeli-authorities-have-stopped-giving-visas-heads-and-staff
https://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/Sitrep_45b.pdf
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across the Gaza Strip, including 195,830 in the first phase in Deir Al-Balah, 250,737 in the 
second phase in Khan Younis and Rafah, and 112,509 children in the third phase in Gaza City 
and North Gaza.  The second round of vaccination is planned to take place in four weeks. 
 

• According to the latest OCHA Humanitarian Access Snapshot covering August 2024, 46 per 
cent of humanitarian movements have been either denied or impeded in August, making it 
the most challenging month for humanitarian access since January 2024.  During this period, 
there have been multiple incidents of shots towards, near, or around humanitarian convoys 
as they approach Israeli-controlled checkpoints, despite the vehicles being clearly marked 
and having received prior confirmation from the Israeli Forces 

 

• According to WHO and the Health Cluster, the health system remains barely functional with 
94 hospitals and primary health care centres (PHCCs) not functioning. Fuel shortages continue 
to threaten humanitarian work, including health care provision, impacting the functionality 
of hospitals, PHCCs and ambulance services.  UNRWA remains a major actor in the health 
sector, providing health services across ten primary health centres and up to 100 mobile 
medical points across the Gaza Strip.   
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people (or nine in ten people) across the Gaza Strip 
are internally displaced, including people who have been repeatedly displaced (some, up to 
10 times or more).  
 

• As of 23 September, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October is 220.  
 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions.  According to OCHA, between 1 and 15 September 2024, an 
average of only 67 humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. This is well below the 
pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day. 

 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the below link:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 16 September 2024, 689 Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Separately, UNICEF confirmed that 
over 150 children have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, during the 
period, 7 October 2023 to July 2024. 
 

• Between 16 and22 September, Israeli Security Forces (ISF) conducted a number of search and 
arrest operations in the West Bank. On 18 of September, a large operation took place in 
Fawwar Camp in Southern West Bank, lasting for more than 12 hours. The operation involved 
wide-scale house searches and detentions. On September 18, ISF conducted a search and 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-access-snapshot-gaza-strip-august-2024?_gl=1*11llso0*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjQyNTE2ODIuQ2p3S0NBandvSmEyQmhCUEVpd0EwbDBJbUNPWTJJdlhGblotanJjYjNOQWs4eDhhelFZLWlEaGR1am5TQVBEcXNLMlJlVDQxc1dWa1lCb0NMb1lRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_ga*MTc3MDQ5NTQyMy4xNzAxODUwNDY1*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcyNzEwMDU0OC4yOTIuMS4xNzI3MTAxMjUwLjYwLjAuMA..
https://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/Sitrep_45b.pdf
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/Gaza_Reported_Impact_Snapshot_18_September_2024.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-219-west-bank
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arrest operation in Shu’fat Camp, in the outskirts of East Jerusalem. One Palestinian child was 
killed, another child was injured with live ammunition and five Palestinians were detained. 
 

• On 18 and 19 September, ISF conducted search and arrest operations in Qabatiya, northern 
West Bank. On 19 September, missiles were reportedly fired towards a house and a drone 
strike hit a vehicle. Throughout the operation, seven Palestinians were killed and at least 20 
were injured, the majority with live ammunition. One ISF soldier was injured. Six Palestinians 
were detained. ISF bulldozers damaged and destroyed civilian infrastructure. 

 

 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Ministry of Health  in Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 
2023 and 22 September 2024, at least 41,431 Palestinians were reported killed and 95,818 
injured.  

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, three new incidents impacting UNRWA installations and 
internally displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there were reported. The verification of details 
and any casualty figures are ongoing. 

• On 21 September, ISF directly struck an UNRWA school in the Zaitoun neighborhood, 
in Gaza City. Based on initial information, twenty-two persons have been killed, 
including fourteen children, and at least thirty others have been injured. Significant 
damage has been reported, in particular impacting the southwest side of the school.  

• On 22 September, an UNRWA Health Center in Nuseirat was reportedly hit by a tank 
shell as a result of ISF military activity towards the north of Al-Nuseirat Camp. No 
injuries were reported.   

• On 22 September, two UNRWA schools in North Gaza were forced to evacuate. Both 
schools serve as Designated Emergency Shelters. The IDPs were able to later return 
to the shelters. 

•  

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor 
interference through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs 
sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start 
of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-221-gaza-strip
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will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are conducted.  

 

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• As of 19 September, 77 medical points and 10 (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 

operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 
care and dressings for the injured. The number of operational health facilities changes 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  

 
• On 19 September, 1,129 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 

points across the Gaza Strip, providing 14,624 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 19 September, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 
services in the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to 
assist special cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams 
responded to 549 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 
consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 

• On 19 September, medical teams provided care for 427 post-natal and pregnant women at 
high risk. 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 
the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 15 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.54 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip.  
 
 

   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
‘Back to Learning’ with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 
UNRWA schools now turned shelters2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support activities, 
focusing on arts, music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, 
with the support of nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues 
to provide lifesaving psychosocial support services in Gaza, including psychosocial first aid, 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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individual and group counselling, fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, 
youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict up to 15 September, around 700,000 IDPs, including over 
470,000 children, have benefited from 253,648 PSS sessions/activities. Between 5-11 
September, a total of 11,320 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 8,500 children, 60 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 5 - 11 September, 8,320 children (3,317 boys, 5,003 girls, including 168 children with 
disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including basic literacy 
and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, music, and 
sports. 
 
 

• Since the onset of the war, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 177,2934 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual activities, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen relationships. 
Protection services were provided to 1,413 GBV survivors and 2,241 children, including 1,261 
unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe sheltering, medication, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 19,068 persons with disabilities 
with PSS; 7,748 of these individuals received assistive devices and rehabilitation 
services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, disability and special needs, as well as 
managing social and psychological stressors were conducted for 114,440 IDPs. 
 

 Food security  

• Since 7 October to date, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) have been 
reached with two rounds of flour; 358,762 of those families have received three rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organizations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 

 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 – 22 September 2024. 
5 Note the composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through cleaning 
supplies, community based solid waste management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. Between June and August, UNRWA reached 50,000 IDPs with 
hygiene kits. 

• Between 15 August and 9 September, UNRWA distributed over 80 cubic metres of water 
across 105 emergency shelters, reaching an estimated of 480,000 people. During the first 
week of September, UNRWA distributed chlorine tablets to over 16 emergency shelters to 
prevent water contamination and improve water quality. Cleaning campaigns and hygiene 
promotion awareness sessions were held inside to coincide with the Polio vaccination 
campaigns.  Over 200,000 IDPs have benefited from cleaning campaigns. Outside the 
emergency shelters, UNRWA continues to provide services, including water well services to 
over 700,000 people scattered in informal settlements in Mawasi Khan Younis.   

• Throughout the Gaza Strip, hundreds of thousands of tons of solid waste are piling up on the 
streets, between tents of displaced people and next to the rubble in back alleys. The collapse 
of solid waste management since 7 October 2023, is worsening the public health crisis. 
Between 23 August and 5 September 2024, UNRWA collected a total of 2,000 tons of solid 
waste and transferred that to temporary dumping sites, in the middle and southern areas.  

Quote from Seleem, a father currently displaced in Gaza: 

“Each raindrop reminds me of the harsh winter to come, the biting cold, and the constant 
fear that I may not be able to protect my children from both the weather and the war.” 

 

ENDs – 
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IDPs in UNRWA installations
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Confirmed IDP numbers, since 7 October 2023
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UNRWA response – Food assistance

Partial update on 19 September due to security and
internet connectivity issues

Only 10 (out of 27) UNRWA health care centres
operational .

14,624 patients received healthcare in 10 (out of 27)
UNRWA health care centres and UNRWA shelters.
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UNRWA response – Psychosocial support

c.215,000 families have received an UNRWA food
parcel in middle areas and southern governorates at
least once since 21 Nov.

464
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At least 563 IDPs sheltering in UNRWA premises have
been killed and 1,790 injuredsince 7 October.

Since the onset of the conflict over 450,000 children
have benefited from 246,188 psychosocial and
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Between 5 – 11 September a total of 11,320 IDPs
benefited from psychosocial and recreational
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Ongoing strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime 
bombardments across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties, displacement and the 
destruction of residential structures and public infrastructure.  

 

• The ongoing war in Gaza will set children and young people’s education back by up to five 
years and risks creating a lost generation of permanently traumatised Palestinian youth, a new 
study warns. The report, by a team of academics working in partnership with UNRWA, is the 
first to comprehensively quantify the war’s toll on learning since it began in October 2023. It 
also details the devastating impact on children, young people and teachers, supported by 
new accounts from frontline staff and aid workers.  The study was a joint undertaking 
involving UNRWA and researchers at the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge and 
the Centre for Lebanese Studies.  
 

UNRWA Situation Report #140 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 24-26 September 2024, is valid as of 26 September 
2024 at 22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 355-357 of Hostilities 

           Published 27 September 2024 

Children and families amid tents after heavy rain in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. September 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/notes/ongoing-war-gaza-will-set-children-and-young-people%E2%80%99s-education-back-five-years


Page 2 of 6 
 

• According to the Norwegian Refugee Council, with the amount of aid Israel is currently 
allowing into Gaza, it would take humanitarian agencies more than two years to deliver the 
kits needed to prepare tents, makeshift shelters and damaged homes south of Wadi Gaza for 
this coming winter.  At least 25,000 sealing-off kits which include essential items to seal and 
upgrade short-term shelters, such as abandoned/damaged buildings to protect families from 
weather conditions and improve privacy and dignity, must be delivered per week to southern 
Gaza before the end of November, to meet the vast needs, this would be the equivalent of 25 
truckloads per week. In August, an average of just two trucks per week crossed into the south 
with shelter items, just eight per cent of what is needed weekly. 
 

• According to the Health Cluster, between 7 October 2023 and 19 September 2024, there have 
been 492 attacks on healthcare facilities in Gaza, with 747 individuals killed.  Every hospital in 
Gaza has been affected and no hospital remains fully functional. As of 11 September 2024, 
there are 17 hospitals partially functional (three in North Gaza, seven in Gaza, three in Deir al 
Balah, four in Khan Younis) and 19 out of 36 hospitals are out of service.   According to the 
Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in the Gaza Strip, 
contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 October 2023. 
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people (or nine in ten people) across the Gaza Strip 
are internally displaced, including people who have been repeatedly displaced (some, up to 
10 times or more).  
 

• As of 26 September, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October is 222.  
 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions.  According to OCHA, between 1 and 15 September 2024, an 
average of only 67 humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. This is well below the 
pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day. 

 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the below link:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 23 September 2024, 693 Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Separately, UNICEF confirmed that 
over 150 children have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, during the 
period, 7 October 2023 to July 2024. 

 

 

 

https://www.nrc.no/news/2024/september/gaza-a-million-palestinians-in-need-of-shelter-aid-before-winter/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/public-health-situation-analysis-phsa-hostilities-occupied-palestinian-territory-opt-23-september-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/Gaza_Reported_Impact_Snapshot_18_September_2024.pdf
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-222-west-bank
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 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Ministry of Health  in Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 
2023 and 25 September 2024, at least 41,495 Palestinians were reported killed and 96,006 
injured.  

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, one new incident impacting UNRWA installations and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there were reported. The verification of details and any 
casualty figures are ongoing. 

• On 26 September 2024, an UNRWA school in Nuseirat was reportedly indirectly hit by a tank 
shell due to ISF military activity nearby. Three IDPs were reportedly injured, including one 
who was transferred to the hospital. 

 

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor 
interference through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs 
sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start 
of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 
will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are conducted.  

 

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• As of 21 September, 78 medical points and 10 (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 

operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-25-september-2024
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care and dressings for the injured. The number of operational health facilities changes 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  

• On 21 September, 1,118 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 
points across the Gaza Strip, providing 16,770 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 21 September, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 
services in the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to 
assist special cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams 
responded to 547 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 
consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 
On 21 September, medical teams provided care for 435 post-natal and pregnant women at 
high risk. 

According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in the Gaza 
Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 October 2023. 
Between 7 October 2023 and 22 September.  

Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
‘Back to Learning’ with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 
UNRWA schools now turned shelters2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support activities, 
focusing on arts, music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, 
with the support of nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues 
to provide lifesaving psychosocial support services in Gaza, including psychosocial first aid, 
individual and group counselling, fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, 
youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict up to 15 September, around 700,000 IDPs, including over 
470,000 children, have benefited from 253,648 PSS sessions/activities. Between 5-11 
September, a total of 11,320 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of the UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 8,500 children, 60 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 5 and 11 September, 8,320 children (3,317 boys, 5,003 girls, including 168 children 
with disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including basic 
literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, music, 
and sports. 

 

• Since the onset of the war, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 177,2934 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual activities, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen relationships. 

 
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 – 22 September 2024. 
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• Protection services were provided to 1,413 GBV survivors and 2,241 children, including 1,261 

unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe sheltering, medication, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 19,068 persons with disabilities 
with PSS; 7,748 of these individuals received assistive devices and rehabilitation 
services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, disability and special needs, as well as 
managing social and psychological stressors were conducted for 114,440 IDPs. 

 Food security  

• Since 7 October 2023 to date, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) have been 
reached with two rounds of flour; 358,762 of those families have received three rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organizations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 
to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through cleaning 
supplies, community based solid waste management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. Between June and August, UNRWA reached 50,000 IDPs with 
hygiene kits. 

• Between 15 August and 9 September, UNRWA distributed over 80 cubic metres of water 
across 105 emergency shelters, reaching an estimated of 480,000 people. During the first 
week of September, UNRWA distributed chlorine tablets to over 16 emergency shelters to 
prevent water contamination and improve water quality. Cleaning campaigns and hygiene 
promotion awareness sessions were held inside to coincide with the Polio vaccination 
campaigns.  Over 200,000 IDPs have benefited from cleaning campaigns. Outside the 
emergency shelters, UNRWA continues to provide services, including water well services to 
over 700,000 people scattered in informal settlements in Mawasi, Khan Younis.   

• Throughout the Gaza Strip, hundreds of thousands of tons of solid waste are piling up on the 
streets, between tents of displaced people and next to the rubble in back alleys. The collapse 
of solid waste management since 7 October 2023, is worsening the public health crisis. 
Between 23 August and 5 September 2024, UNRWA collected a total of 2,000 tons of solid 
waste and transferred that to temporary dumping sites, in the middle and southern areas.  

 
5 Note the composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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Quote from Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General: 

“For 75 years, UNRWA has provided free basic education to millions of children. This has 
positive value and a multiplying effect on children’s rights. Today, all of this is in jeopardy in 
the occupied Palestinian territory. We cannot afford to lose an entire generation and sow the 
seeds for future hatred and extremism.” 

 

ENDs – 
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 
across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties, displacement and the destruction of 
residential structures and public infrastructure.  

 

• UNRWA's Commissioner-General posted on his official X account: “In Gaza, over 1 million 
people did not receive food rations in August. In September, the number climbed to more 
than 1.4 million. Meanwhile, over 100,000 metric tons of food supplies, are stranded outside 
Gaza due to access restrictions, insecurity, damaged roads + the breakdown of law & order.  
Again & again hunger is spreading in Gaza.  It is entirely man-made. Nearly 70 per cent of crop 
fields have been destroyed. An entire population is forced to exclusively rely on humanitarian 
aid. Restrictions and delays in aid deliveries only worsen an already dire situation for displaced 
families. With winter approaching and weather conditions deteriorating, lack of adequate 
humanitarian supplies will only generate more suffering. What is needed urgently is a 

UNRWA Situation Report #141 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 27 September – 3 October 2024, is valid as of 3 
October 2024 at 22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 358-364 of Hostilities 

                   Published 4 October 2024 

Displaced people in Gaza receive flour distributed by UNRWA in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, September 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/gaza-over-1-million-people-did-not-receive-food-rations-august
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ceasefire to end the suffering of people in Gaza + across the region. The way forward through 
political will & leadership is to: release all hostages, open additional crossings, safe and 
unrestricted humanitarian access to reach people in need of assistance. Choosing peace as a 
way forward is a choice of the courageous, it’s time.” 

 

• According to WFP, the number of people reached with food aid in September was 
significantly below the usual number of people reached by WFP, because of Israeli-imposed 
bureaucratic hurdles, lack of security guarantees within Gaza, insufficient border crossing 
points and risk of criminal gangs looting humanitarian convoys in southern Gaza. Forced 
population movement has also disrupted the capacity of partners to maintain operations and 
distribute to those in need. 
 

• Since the onset of the war, the Education Cluster has been monitoring and reporting on 
damages to schools through initial reports from Cluster partners in the field, UNOCHA and 
UNRWA, as well as via remote satellite data.  Satellite-derived analysis from 6 September 
found that at least 71 schools were destroyed, with another 48 schools lost at least half of their 
structures.  Some 161 UNRWA school buildings have either suffered a direct hit or were 
damaged from 7 October 2023 until 6 September 2024; this represents 86.1 per cent of all 
UNRWA school buildings in Gaza. UNRWA school buildings have been used as emergency 
shelters to host a significant number of displaced people.  

 

• Preparations are ongoing to implement the second round of the polio vaccination campaign, 
expected to take place in mid-October.   

 

The Humanitarian Clusters and Technical Working Groups provided an update on current operations 
and challenges inside Gaza. Several clusters reported ongoing access challenges preventing clusters 
from delivering humanitarian aid; critical sectors including Nutrition, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH), Protection, Food, Shelter and Health urgently require an increase in the volume of 
humanitarian supplies to maintain operations.  For example, the Food Cluster notes that humanitarian 
food supplies are incredibly limited across the Gaza Strip. In southern and central Gaza, food security 
sector partners lack sufficient food stocks to meet requirements and have scaled down distribution 
significantly for the third consecutive month since July, with food supply shortages expected to 
continue in October. In northern Gaza, cargo movement was suspended temporarily via the Jordan 
corridor, following a security incident at Allenby Bridge on 8 September, affecting partners’ supply 
flows. 

 
• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people - or about 90 percent of the population  -  

across the Gaza Strip are internally displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some, 10 
times or more).  
 

• As of 3 October, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 is 
225.  
 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions.  According to OCHA, in September 2024, an average of only 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/wfp-palestine-emergency-response-external-situation-report-34-02-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/verification-damages-schools-based-proximity-damaged-sites-gaza-occupied-palestinian-territory-update-6-september-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-224-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-2-october-2024
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52 humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. This is well below the pre-crisis average 
of 500 trucks per working day. 

 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link below:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 30 September 2024, 695 Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Separately, UNICEF confirmed that 
over 150 children were killed there from  7 October 2023 to 22 July 2024. 
 

• Between 23-29 September, Israeli Security Forces (ISF) conducted several operations in the 
West Bank resulting in casualties, detentions and damage to civilian objects: 
 

o On 23 September, two Palestinians were injured with live ammunition during an ISF search 
and arrest operation in Kalandia camp, central West Bank.   
 

o On 24 September: the ISF detained seven Palestinians during a search and arrest operation 
in Madama, northern West Bank. Six Palestinians were detained during an ISF search and 
arrest operation in Deir Abu Marsh’al, central West Bank. One Palestinian was killed and 
three others were injured with live ammunition during a search and arrest operation in Al 
Fawwar camp, southern West Bank.  
 

o On 25 September: ten Palestinians were detained during an ISF search and arrest operation in 
Ad Duheisha camp, southern West Bank. The ISF conducted a search and arrest operation in 
Anza, northern West Bank, detaining one Palestinian and killing a Palestinian woman; four 
Palestinians were injured.  
 

o On 25 and 26 September, in Jenin camp and Jenin city, northern West Bank, the ISF conducted 
a search and arrest operations. The ISF allegedly surrounded two main hospitals and 
bulldozed several roads, causing damage to civilian infrastructure in the Al-Hadaf 
neighborhood, west of Jenin camp. 
 

o On 26 September, ISF reportedly bulldozed 20 dunums of Palestinian agricultural land, 
uprooted 600 trees, demolished five agricultural rooms, five water wells and several retaining 
walls belonging to Palestinians in Beit Ula, southern West Bank. 
 

o On 28 September, the ISF detained five Palestinians during a search and arrest operation in 
Jabba, northern West Bank.  
 

o On 29 September: five Palestinians were detained during a search and arrest operation in 
Azzun, northern West Bank. Four Palestinians were detained during a search and arrest 
operation in Hebron, southern West Bank. The ISF allegedly surrounded a house, injured three 
Palestinians with live ammunition and detained one Palestinian during a search and arrest in 
Aqqaba, northern West Bank. 

 

https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-225-west-bank
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 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Ministry of Health  in Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 
2023 and 30 September 2024, at least 41,615 Palestinians were killed and 96,359 injured.  

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, six new incident impacting UNRWA installations and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there was reported. The verification of details and any 
casualty figures are ongoing. 

• On 28 September, an UNRWA administrative building was impacted when the ISF reportedly 
opened fire west of Nuseirat camp. Bullets hit the guards’ room adjacent to the main gate, 
causing minor damage. No injuries among the staff members were reported. 

• On 1 October 2024, the ISF conducted a strike targeting an UNRWA school in Shaja'iya 
neighborhood, east of Gaza City. Nine Palestinians were reportedly killed, and thirty others 
were injured. 

• On 1 October 2024, an ISF drone missile reportedly hit a tent used by IDPs inside an UNRWA 
school in Nuseirat, west of Nuseirat Camp. Initial reports indicate that six Palestinians were 
killed including one child, and seven others were injured, one of whom is a seriously injured 
child.  

• On 2 October 2024, the ISF directly struck an UNRWA school in Nuseirat Camp. Initial reports 
indicate that there are multiple fatalities and casualties, including six persons killed and 
twenty-seven injured, inside the UN premises which is hosting IDPs and UN staff as a 
Designated Emergency Shelter for civilians. 

• On 3 October 2024, an ISF tank shell reportedly hit the eastern building of an UNRWA school 
in Maghazi in the Middle Area which serves as a Designated Emergency Shelter. Two IDPs 
were moderately injured. The building of the school sustained damage.  

• On 3 October 2024, ISF reportedly opened fire in the direction of the Zuwayda UNRWA 
guesthouse/office. Four bullets hit the external wall of the northern perimeter. One IDP 
outside the guesthouse was reportedly injured. No injuries to UNRWA personnel inside the 
guesthouse were reported. Additionally, an ISF drone hovered around the guesthouse. 

 

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor 
interference through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-224-gaza-strip
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sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start 
of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 
will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are conducted.  

 

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• As of 30 September, 80 medical points and 8 (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 

operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 
care and dressings for the injured. The number of operational health facilities changes 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  

• On 30 September, 1,061 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 
points across the Gaza Strip, providing 15,952 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 30 September, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 
services in the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to 
assist special cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams 
responded to 538 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 
consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 

• On 30 September, medical teams provided care for 384 post-natal and pregnant women at 
high risk. 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 
the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 22 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.62 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition to medical consultations, 
UNRWA (in partnership with and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and 
WHO) continues to provide vaccines, with over 193,000 children vaccinated between the start 
of 2024 until 22 September 2024.  
 
 

   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
“Back to Learning” with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   
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UNRWA schools-turned-shelters 2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support activities, 
focusing on arts, music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, 
with the support of nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues 
to provide lifesaving psychosocial support services in Gaza, including psychosocial first aid, 
individual and group counselling, fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, 
youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 3 October, around 700,000 IDPs, including over 
500,000 children, have benefited from 258,777 PSS sessions/activities. Between 26 September 
to 2 October, a total of 14,422 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of the UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 11,000 children, 60 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 26 September to 2 October, 10,987 children (4,686 boys, 6,301 girls, including 340 
children with disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including 
basic literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, 
music and sports. 

 

• Since the war began, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 181,5354 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual activities, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen relationships. 
 

• Protection services were provided to 1,455 GBV survivors and 2,344 children, including 1,314 
unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe sheltering, medication, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 19,392 persons with disabilities 
with PSS; 7,751 of these individuals received assistive devices and rehabilitation 
services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, disability and special needs, as well as 
managing social and psychological stressors were conducted for 115,240 IDPs. 
 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 3 October 2024, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) 
have been reached with two rounds of flour; 366,944 of those families have received three 
rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

 
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 to 22 September 2024. 
5 The composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organizations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 
to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through cleaning 
supplies, community based solid waste management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. In September, UNRWA was able to provide over 70,000 m3 of 
domestic water. In Jabalia, UNRWA rehabilitated a well which supports over 20,000 IDPs.  With 
the available fleet for sanitation, UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and 
transfer service in the areas of Khan Younis, Middle Area and Gaza. In September more than 
6,000 tons of waste were collected from camps and emergency shelters. In addition to waste 
management and collection, over 400 manholes have been cleaned in preparation for winter 
along with other winterization activities including the removal of debris in the streets and 
support flood-prone areas.  

• Quote from Sam Rose, Senior Deputy Director of UNRWA Affairs in Gaza: 

• “People feel trapped, they feel a desperate sense of loss, destruction, and emptiness. […] 
People desperately want it to come to an end, but they are losing hope.” 

ENDs – 
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 
across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 
structures and public infrastructure.  The issuance of new ISF evacuations orders have resulted 
in new waves of displacements across the Gaza Strip.  

 

• ISF issued evacuation orders on 5 and 6 October affecting five neighbourhoods in the Middle 
Area, and a mass evacuation order covering the entirety of northern Gaza.  It is estimated that 
these recent evacuation orders are affecting an estimated 400,000 people, some 20 percent 
of the entire population in Gaza.  Concurrently, the ISF announced the expansion of the so-
called “humanitarian zone” in Al Mawasi and west Khan Younis. According to OCHA, the so 
called “humanitarian zone” continues to lack critical infrastructure and services, remains 
overcrowded and has been targeted multiples times by ISF.  In response to the new wave of 
displacement from the evacuation orders, UNRWA has opened four emergency shelters in 

UNRWA Situation Report #142 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 4-10 October 2024, is valid as of 10 October 2024 at 
22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 365-371 of Hostilities 

                 Published 11 October 2024 

Displaced child amid tents in Deir al-Balah (Middle Areas), Gaza Strip, October 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-new-evacuation-orders-further-hamper-relief-operations-ocha-who-un-geneva-press-briefing/
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Gaza City and Beach camp and is coordinating with other humanitarian actors for the 
provision of assistance, including food and tarpaulins. Existing emergency shelters also 
receiving some internally displaced persons (IDPs), with UNRWA estimating an increase of 20 
per cent of people displaced arriving in its shelters.   

 

• UNRWA's Commissioner General posted on his official X account: “One year on the 
horrendous massacre carried out by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups on southern 
Israel, killing more than 1,250 people and taking 250 hostages. Since that day, the Middle East 
is sinking deeper into conflict, killing and sheer horrors.  Twelve months of unspeakable 
suffering for the hostages in Gaza, their families left in limbo and a society deeply traumatized.  
Twelve months of brutal war have transformed the Gaza Strip into an unrecognizable sea of 
rubble, and a graveyard for tens of thousands of people, among them far too many children.  
One year has passed and not a day goes by without families in Gaza being subjected to 
unspeakable suffering, as forced displacement, disease, hunger, and death have become the 
daily norm for 2 million people trapped in a bombed-out and besieged enclave. A year of 
profound loss, grief and suffering. A year of dehumanization and disregard of international 
law; a free fall descent into barbarism. In Gaza, civilians continue to bear the brunt of the war. 
More than 220 UNRWA team members have been killed: the highest death toll in the history 
of the United Nations.  Children have been the first and most to suffer. Beyond the killing and 
injury, every child in Gaza is traumatized many with life-long invisible scars. More than 650,000 
children are losing another year of learning. Instead of being in classrooms, they are sifting 
through the rubble in despair and fear.  The destruction of essential infrastructure has reached 
catastrophic levels.  More than two thirds of UNRWA buildings have been hit and deemed 
unusable, the vast majority while sheltering displaced people under the UN flag. In the West 
Bank, civilians continued to endure destruction, fear and anxiety amid an escalation and 
increase in operations by the Israeli military and clashes with Palestinian armed groups. 
Poverty is deepening as people lose income and as movement restrictions are reinforced.  The 
expansion of the war into Lebanon is wreaking havoc on civilians, many forced to relive 
traumas of the past.  It is time for courage: a deal that would finally bring a ceasefire and 
respite to people in Gaza, Lebanon, Israel and the wider region.  It is time to put the guns 
down after decades of killing and immense pain.  It is time to release all hostages safely to 
their families, who are living through unbearable uncertainty.  It is time to bring a standard 
flow of basic humanitarian supplies including to the hungry and sick in Gaza.  There are no 
winners in wars. The only way out is through a diplomatic and peaceful solution.  It’s time to 
heal the wounds. It’s time to choose peace!” 

 

• According to Christian Aid analysis, the price of vegetables in northern Gaza has reached 
exorbitant levels, for example onions are on sale for up to 400 times their pre-war price at US$ 
107 per kilogram, equivalent to eight times the average daily wage in Gaza before the conflict, 
while a kilogram of tomatoes is now almost US$ 65.   
 

• The latest satellite-based agricultural damage assessment conducted by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UNOSAT shows that 67.6 per cent of Gaza’s cropland had 
been damaged, as of 1 September. Additionally, over 71 per cent of orchards and other trees, 
67 per cent of field crops, and 58.5 per cent of vegetables have been damaged. Furthermore, 
most of the Gaza city port infrastructure and vessels were destroyed in October 2023 and 
remain non-functional, with severe repercussions on trade and livelihoods. 
 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/message-unrwa-commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini
https://mediacentre.christianaid.org.uk/onions-cost-more-than-a-weeks-wages-in-northern-gaza-christian-aid-says-as-families-experience-catastrophic-food-insecurity/
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• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people - or about 90 percent of the population -  
across the Gaza Strip are internally displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some, 10 
times or more.  
 

• As of 10 October, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 is 
226. 
 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions.  According to OCHA, in September 2024, an average of only 
52 humanitarian trucks entered the Gaza Strip per day. According to a group of NGOs 
thousands of food and hygiene kits have been delayed at various procurement points across 
Egypt and Jordan due to prioritization requirements, security concerns, and logistical 
constraints. This is well below the pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day.    
 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link below:   
 

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 30 September 2024, 695 Palestinians have 
been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, this includes 160 children according 
to  UNICEF. 

• Between 30 September and 6 October, 24 Palestinians were killed in the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. Late on 3 October, a massive ISF airstrike in Tulkarm camp in northern West 
Bank hit a multi-story building including a coffee shop, killing 18 Palestinians, among them 
three children. The airstrike purportedly targeted Palestinian armed actors. The airstrike was 
the deadliest airstrike recorded in the West Bank since 7 October.  

  

• In the week preceding 6 October, there were at least 148 recorded ISF search and arrest 
operations across the West Bank. Movement restrictions were tightened at checkpoints and 
roads within the West Bank, both linked to the Iranian airstrikes on 1 October as well the lead-
up to the anniversary of the onset of the Gaza conflict on 7 October 2023.  
 

• Harassment of Palestinian farmers participating in the olive harvest was reported in 
numerous locations across the West Bank, perpetrated both by Israeli settlers and by the ISF. 
At least 15 Palestinian farmers picking olives were reportedly injured between 30 September 
and 6 October: two in Huwarra and two in Haris, in northern West Bank, and 11 in Al Lubban 
al Gharbi in central West Bank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-2-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-humanitarian-access-snapshot-6-11-september-9-october-2024-enar
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-225-west-bank
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 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   

• According to the Humanitarian Situation Update #227 | Gaza Strip | United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs - occupied Palestinian territory (ochaopt.org) in 
Gaza, and as reported by OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 7 October 2024, at least 41,965 
Palestinians were reportedly killed and 97,590 injured. This is based on the Palestinian Ministry 
of Health.  

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, five new incidents impacting UNRWA installations and internally 
displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there were reported. The verification of details and any 
casualty figures are ongoing. 

• On 3 October, the ISF reportedly dropped a bomb in the proximity of the western side 
of the main gate of an UNRWA school in Gaza City. Two IDPs were injured outside the 
school. No damage to the school was reported. 

• On 5 October, the ISF reportedly conducted a strike at a location in close proximity to 
the western gate of UNRWA’s Gaza Field Office (GFO). As a result, an UNRWA 
contractor was reportedly injured while he was working on maintenance of a wall.   

• On 6 October, an ISF airstrike reportedly hit an UNRWA school in Beit Lahiya, in 
northern Gaza. It was reported that one missile hit the ground floor of the school's 
southwestern side. Three IDPs were reportedly injured.  

• On 8 October 2024, ISF reportedly requested to evacuate an UNRWA school in Jabalia 
in preparation for bombing. Reports from UNRWA teams on the ground indicate that 
IDPs sheltering inside the school have been forced to evacuate, further UNRWA 
designated emergency shelters in Jabalia were reportedly forced to evacuate. Some 
IDPs returned to the school due to there being no other shelter options available to 
them. 

• On 9 October, ISF strike reportedly hit a location approximately 10 meters away from 
an UNRWA water well in Jabalia, resulting in multiple fatalities and casualties among 
the IDPs living in tents.   

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor 
interference through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs 
sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start 
of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-227-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-227-gaza-strip
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*Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access to 
locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 
will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are conducted.  

 

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• As of 6 October, 79 medical points and six (out of 271) UNRWA health centres were 

operational. The health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, 
non-communicable disease care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health 
care and dressings for the injured. The number of operational health facilities changes 
constantly based on demand, access and security.  

• While health services continued, medical points in Gaza and northern Gaza were closed due 
to insecurity and evacuation orders and two health centres in Gaza City and northern Gaza 
were also closed due to heavy and continuous airstrikes in or near Jabalia camp.   

• As of 6 October, 1,123 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres and medical 
points across the Gaza Strip, providing 16,242 medical consultations on that day.   
 

• On 6 October, UNRWA provided mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services in 
the Middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist special 
cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. UNRWA teams responded to 401 
cases in health centres and at medical points through individual consultations, awareness 
sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 

• On 6 October, medical teams provided care for 348 post-natal and pregnant women at high 
risk. 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 
the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 29 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.87 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition to medical consultations, 
UNRWA (in partnership with and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and 
WHO) continues to provide vaccines, with over 193,000 children vaccinated between the start 
of 2024 until 22 September 2024.  
 

   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip.  More than 659,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war.  On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
“Back to Learning” with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 

 
1Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established.   
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UNRWA schools-turned-shelters2 by expanding ongoing psychosocial support activities, 
focusing on arts, music and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, 
with the support of nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues 
to provide lifesaving psychosocial support PSS services in Gaza, including psychosocial first 
aid, individual and group counselling, fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, 
youth and adults. 
 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 3 October, around 700,000 IDPs, including over 
500,000 children, have benefited from 262,385 PSS sessions/activities. Between 3 and 8 
October, a total of 11,565 IDPs have accessed these services.   
 

• Following the roll out of the UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 11,000 children, 57 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this response. 
Between 3 and 8 October, 10,987 children (4,832 boys, 6,115 girls, including 327 children with 
disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including basic literacy 
and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, music and sports. 

 

• Since the war began, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 182,6924 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, PSS, family and individual activities, as well as case 
management. These efforts aim to address family issues and strengthen relationships. 
 

• Protection services were provided to 1,480 GBV survivors and 2,349 children, including 1,315 
unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe sheltering, medication, dignity kits and 
non-food items through referrals. The team also supported 19,542 persons with disabilities 
with PSS; 7,752 of these individuals received assistive devices and rehabilitation 
services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, disability and special needs, as well as 
managing social and psychological stressors were conducted for 115,452 IDPs. 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 3 October 2024, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) 
have been reached with two rounds of flour; 366,944 of those families have received three 
rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom, nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started.   

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organizations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

 
2Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, ‘back to learning’ will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 to 8 October 2024. 
5 The composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 
to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through cleaning 
supplies, community based solid waste management, and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. In September, UNRWA was able to provide over 70,000 m3 of 
domestic water. In Jabalia, UNRWA rehabilitated a well which supports over 20,000 IDPs.  With 
the available fleet for sanitation, UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and 
transfer service in the areas of Khan Younis, Middle Area and Gaza. In September, more than 
6,000 tons of waste were collected from camps and emergency shelters. In addition to waste 
management and collection, over 400 manholes have been cleaned in preparation for winter 
along with other winterization activities including the removal of debris in the streets and 
support flood-prone areas.  

Tweet from Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General: 

“It is time for courage: a deal that would finally bring a ceasefire and respite to people in Gaza, 
Lebanon, Israel and the wider region. It is time to put the guns down after decades of killing and 
immense pain. It is time to release all hostages safely to their families, who are living through 
unbearable uncertainty. It is time to bring a standard flow of basic humanitarian supplies, 
including to the hungry and sick in Gaza. There are no winners in wars. The only way out is through 
a diplomatic and peaceful solution. It’s time to heal the wounds. It’s time to choose peace!” 

ENDs – 

https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1843262447672504767
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IDPs in UNRWA installations

UNRWA situation and response to the escalation in the Gaza Strip

226 UNRWA colleagues killed

190
UNRWA

installations
damaged

UNRWA fatalities and damage to installations

Confirmed IDP numbers, since 7 October 2023

1,900,000*
IDPs**

UNRWA response – Food assistance

Partial update on 6 October due to security and internet
connectivity issues

Only 6 (out of 27) UNRWA health care centres
operational .

16,242 patients received healthcare in 6 (out of 27)
UNRWA health care centres and UNRWA shelters.

UNRWA response – Health

UNRWA response – Psychosocial support

c.215,000 families have received an UNRWA food
parcel in middle areas and southern governorates at
least once since 21 Nov.

464
incidents

At least 563 IDPs sheltering in UNRWA premises have
been killed and 1,790 injuredsince 7 October.

Since the onset of the conflict over 500,000 children
have benefited from 262,385 psychosocial and
recreational activities .

Between 3 - 8 October a total of 11,565 IDPs
benefited from psychosocial and recreational
activities .
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 
across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 
structures and public infrastructure.  

• On 13 October, Muhannad Hadi, Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian 
territory made a statement highlighting the critical situation in northern Gaza, where since 1 
October 2024, Israeli authorities have increasingly restricted access to essential humanitarian 
supplies. Since 7 October 2024, Israeli military operations have intensified in northern Gaza, 
with evacuation orders reissued on 7, 9, and 12 October to around 400,000 people. In the two 
weeks preceding 13 October, over 50,000 people have been displaced from the Jabalia area 
which is now cut off, due to a “military siege that deprives civilians of essential means of 
survival”.  

• According to UNICEF, these latest evacuation orders threaten the lives of premature babies in 
incubators and critically ill children in intensive care units in the Kamal Adwan Hospital, the 

UNRWA Situation Report #13 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 11-13 October 2024, is valid as of 13 October 2024 at 
22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 372-374 of Hostilities 

                 Published 16 October 2024 

Tents set on fire by an ISF airstrike on the courtyard of Al Aqsa Hospital, Deir al-Balah, middle area, October 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/civilians-northern-gaza-cut-supplies-and-services-critical-survival
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-middle-east-and-north-africa-regional-director-adele-khodr-impact


Page 2 of 6 
 

only hospital with a paediatric unit in northern Gaza. The evacuation orders also threaten the 
survival of patients in the other two major hospitals in the north. 

• UNICEF announced on 11 October that localised humanitarian pauses and the halting of 
evacuation orders are essential for the roll out of the second polio vaccination campaign, 
which will focus on north Gaza. UNICEF aims to vaccinate at least 90 per cent of children under 
the age of ten and administer Vitamin A to help reinforce the children's immune system. 

• The latest satellite-based agricultural damage assessment (covering the period 7 October 
2023 to 1 September 2024) conducted by the FAO and the United Nations Satellite Centre 
shows that 67.6 per cent of Gaza’s cropland had been damaged. Additionally, over 71 per cent 
of orchards and other trees, 67 per cent of field crops and 58.5 per cent of vegetables had 
been damaged. Furthermore, most of the Gaza City port infrastructure and vessels were 
destroyed in October 2023 and remain non-functional, with severe repercussions on trade 
and livelihoods. 
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the population – 
across the Gaza Strip are internally displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some 10 
times or more.  

• According to the Ministry of Health (MoH) Gaza, as reported by OCHA, more than 42,010 
Palestinians have reportedly been killed in Gaza and 97,720 have been reported injured 
(between 7 October 2023 to 9 October 2024). 

• As of 13 October, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 is 
228. 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions. According to OCHA, only 93 humanitarian trucks were 
permitted to enter the Gaza Strip through the Kerem Shalom crossing from 1 to 7 October 
2024. This represents a daily average of only 13 humanitarian trucks, the third lowest number 
since October 2023. This is well below the pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day.  

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link below:   

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 7 October 2024, 719 Palestinians have been 
killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 

• Between 7 and 13 October 2024, eight Palestinians were killed in the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. Among these were four Palestinian alleged armed actors who were killed by 
an ISF undercover unit on 9 October, while travelling in a vehicle in Nablus. On 7 October, a 
Palestinian child was killed and a further 14 Palestinians were injured during an exchange of 
fire between the ISF and Palestinians in Qalandiya camp in East Jerusalem. One Palestinian 
was killed during an exchange of fire between Palestinians and the ISF during a search 
operation on 8 October in Aqqaba, in northern West Bank. On 10 October, two Palestinians 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-note-announcement-second-round-polio-vaccination-gaza-strip
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/gaza-geospatial-data-shows-intensifying-damage-to-cropland/en
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-9-october-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-9-october-2024
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-228-west-bank


Page 3 of 6 
 

were killed in Tulkarm in northern West Bank when an ISF drone strike targeted the vehicle 
they were travelling in. Their bodies were withheld by the ISF.  

• Between 7 and 13 October, 197 ISF search and arrest operations were recorded across the 
West Bank. Twenty-six Palestinians were detained in Qalandiya camp on 7 October and 14 
Palestinians were detained in Beit Ummar in Hebron Governorate on 8 October. 

• During the same period, harassment and violence towards Palestinian farmers participating 
in the annual olive harvest continued across the West Bank, reportedly perpetrated by both 
Israeli settlers and the ISF. At least eight Palestinian farmers harvesting olives were injured by 
Israeli settlers in Jamma’in, in the northern West Bank. In several locations in Nablus 
Governorate, including Yatma, Beit Furik, Duma and Madama, the ISF forced Palestinian 
farmers who were harvesting their olives to vacate their land. Settler attacks directed at 
uprooting or damaging olive trees were reported in Jaba’, Yasuf and Qusra in northern West 
Bank and Bethlehem in the southern area. 

 

 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   
 
• According to the Ministry of Health (MoH) Gaza, as reported by OCHA, more than 42,010 

Palestinians have reportedly been killed in Gaza and 97,720 have been reported injured 
(between 7 October 2023 to 9 October 2024). 

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 
• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 

Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, information on one incident impacting an area close to an 
UNRWA installation and internally displaced people (IDPs) sheltering nearby was recorded: 

o On 9 October, an ISF strike reportedly hit a location approximately ten metres away 
from an UNRWA water well in Jabalia camp, resulting in casualties, including 
fatalities, among the IDPs living in nearby tents.  

• 464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported 
since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), 
including at least 74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* 
Agency installations have been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor 
interference through these incidents. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs 
sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 1,790* injured since the start 
of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties caused by these incidents.  

* Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access 
to locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 
will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are concluded.  

 

 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-9-october-2024
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UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 

the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 29 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.87 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition to medical consultations, 
UNRWA (in partnership with and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and 
WHO) continues to provide vaccines, with over 193,000 children vaccinated between the start 
of 2024 until 22 September 2024. 

• As of 12 October, seven out of 271 UNRWA health centres were operational in Gaza. Health 
services were also provided by 80 mobile medical teams working in 43 medical points inside 
and outside IDP shelters in the middle area, Khan Younis, Mawasi and Gaza. UNRWA health 
facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, non-communicable 
disease (NCD) care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health care, laboratory 
services, dental services, physiotherapy and dressings for the injured. The number of 
operational health facilities changes constantly based on demand, access and security.  

• As of 12 October, 1,156 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres, temporary 
clinics and medical points across the Gaza Strip, providing 17,960 medical consultations on 
that day.  

• UNRWA continued to provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services in 
the middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist special 
cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. On 12 October, UNRWA teams 
responded to 545 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 
consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).    

• On 12 October, UNRWA medical teams provided care for 453 post-natal and pregnant women 
at high risk. 

• Stocks of medicines in UNRWA health facilities are low and at least 56 items will run out by 
November. UNRWA laboratory services are now limited to four tests out of nearly 35 that were 
provided before 7 October 2023 due to zero stock of most laboratory supplies. All laboratory 
equipment requires maintenance or replacement. 

 
   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip. More than 659,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war. On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
“Back to Learning” with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 
UNRWA schools-turned-shelters2 by expanding ongoing PSS activities, focusing on arts, music 
and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of 

 
1 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established for a total of 27. 
2 Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
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nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues to provide lifesaving 
PSS services in Gaza, including psychological first aid (PFA), individual and group counselling, 
fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, Explosive Ordnance Risk Education 
(EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults. 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 3 October, around 700,000 IDPs, including over 
500,000 children, have benefited from 262,385 PSS sessions/activities. Between 3 and 8 
October, a total of 11,565 IDPs have accessed these services.   

• Following the roll out of the UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 11,000 children, 57 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this initiative. 
Between 3 and 8 October, 10,987 children (4,832 boys, 6,115 girls, including 327 children with 
disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including basic literacy 
and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, music and sports. 

• Since the war began, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 184,0124 IDPs, 
including PFA, PSS, family and individual activities, as well as case management. These 
interventions aim to address family issues and strengthen relationships. 

• Protection services were provided to 1,500 survivors of gender-based violence (GBV) and 
2,408 children, including 1,335 unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe 
sheltering, medication, dignity kits and non-food items (NFIs) through referrals. The team also 
supported 19,632 persons with disabilities with PSS; 7,752 of these individuals received 
assistive devices and rehabilitation services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, 
disability and special needs, as well as managing social and psychological stressors were 
conducted for 115,791 IDPs. 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 3 October 2024, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) 
have been reached with two rounds of flour; 366,944 of those families have received three 
rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started. 

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organisations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 
to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through 
providing cleaning supplies, community-based solid waste management and pest control. 

 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 to 8 October 2024. 
5 The composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. In September 2024, UNRWA was able to provide over 70,000 m3 of 
domestic water. In Jabalia, UNRWA rehabilitated a well which supports over 20,000 IDPs.  With 
the available fleet for sanitation, UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and 
transfer service in the Khan Younis, middle area and Gaza areas. In September, more than 
6,000 tons of waste were collected from camps and emergency shelters. In addition to waste 
management and collection, over 400 manholes have been cleaned in preparation for winter 
along with other winterization activities including the removal of debris in the streets and 
support for flood-prone areas. 

 

Tweet from Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General: 

“Northern Gaza. Two long weeks of intense Israeli Forces' airstrikes and ground operations. 
Hundreds of Palestinians are reported killed, among them children. More than 400,000 people 
continue to be trapped in the area. […] Civilians are given no choice but to either leave or starve.” 

ENDs – 

 

https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1845809770411827463
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1. Key points  
 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by Israeli Security Forces (ISF) continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 
across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 
structures and public infrastructure.  

• Continuous shelling, airstrikes and armed clashes have severely intensified over the past 
weeks in northern Gaza, where over 400,000 people remain sheltering. During a briefing to 
the Security Council on the humanitarian situation in Gaza on 16 October, Joyce Msuya, 
Acting Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
highlighted that since the beginning of October, over 55,000 people are estimated to have 
been displaced from the Jabalia area, while others remain stranded in their homes with water 
and food running out. 
 

UNRWA Situation Report #144 on the situation in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

All information from 14-6 October 2024, is valid as of 16 October 2024 at 
22:30 (local time)  
 

      Day 375-377 of Hostilities 

                 Published 20 October 2024 

UNRWA teams providing polio vaccines and psychosocial support activities to children in Deir al-Balah, Gaza middle area, October 2024. © 2024 UNRWA 
Photo 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ms-joyce-msuya-acting-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-gaza-16-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ms-joyce-msuya-acting-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-gaza-16-october-2024
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• Only three of the ten hospitals in the north are operational – and those only at minimum 
capacity. The facilities are facing dire shortages of fuel, blood, trauma treatment and 
medications, and women are giving birth under heavy bombardment.  
 

• On 15 October, the UN Secretary-General Spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric stated that, 
despite the recent evacuation of some patients from Kamal Adwan hospital in the north, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) warns that the facility remains overwhelmed, receiving 
between 50 and 70 new injured patients each day. Dujarric added that humanitarian partners 
in northern Gaza report that there is barely any food left to distribute and most bakeries will 
be forced to shut down again in just days without any additional fuel.  

 

• The first phase of the second round of the polio vaccination campaign took place between 
14-16 October in the Gaza middle area. UNRWA, WHO, UNICEF and partners vaccinated over 
181,000 children and provided over 148,000 children with Vitamin A doses. With over 600 staff 
involved, UNRWA teams have administered 40 per cent of the vaccines and 41 per cent of the 
Vitamin A supplement. 
 

• According to the WASH Cluster, coordination for the winterization strategy, which involves 
preparations for the rainy season, is ongoing despite significant operational challenges. The 
Palestinian Water Authority reports that up to 85 per cent of water and sanitation facilities are 
currently out of service, which has resulted in a drastic reduction in water supply, the 
discharge of untreated wastewater into the sea, and sewage leakage into populated areas. In 
an assessment covering September 2024, the WASH cluster highlighted that about two thirds 
of families in the Gaza Strip are reported to have access to less than 6 litres of water per person 
per day, with only a quarter of families having access to soap. 
 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the population – 
across the Gaza Strip are internally displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some 10 
times or more.  

• As of 15 October 2024, according to the Ministry of Health (MoH) in Gaza as reported by OCHA, 
at least 42,344 Palestinians have reportedly been killed in Gaza and 99,013 have been 
reported injured (between 7 October 2023 and 15 October 2024). 

• As of 16 October, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 is 
231. 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 
supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 
include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 
shortages and access restrictions. According to OCHA, only 93 humanitarian trucks were 
permitted to enter the Gaza Strip through the Kerem Shalom crossing from 1 to 7 October 
2024. This represents a daily average of only 13 humanitarian trucks, the third lowest number 
since October 2023. This is well below the pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day.  

 

• Acting Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Joyce Msuya pointed out that, throughout Gaza, less than a third of the 286 humanitarian 
missions coordinated with Israeli authorities in the first two weeks of October were facilitated 
without major incidents or delays. During the same period, just one out of 54 coordinated 
movements to the north via the Al Rashid checkpoint was facilitated by Israeli authorities, 
while another four were impeded but eventually accomplished. Eighty-five per cent of the 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ms-joyce-msuya-acting-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-gaza-16-october-2024
https://press.un.org/en/2024/db241015.doc.htm
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-229-gaza-strip
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-229-gaza-strip-enarhe
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-9-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/ms-joyce-msuya-acting-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-briefing-security-council-humanitarian-situation-gaza-16-october-2024
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movements were denied and the rest were impeded or canceled, due to security or logistical 
issues. 
 

• According to OCHA, as of 13 October, 1,033 UN and International NGO trucks were in Al Arish 
ready to be dispatched to Gaza. 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link below:   

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 7 October 2024, 719 Palestinians have been 
killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 

 2. Overall situation 

 
The Gaza Strip   
 
• As of 15 October 2024, according to the Ministry of Health (MoH) in Gaza as reported 

by OCHA, at least 42,344 Palestinians have reportedly been killed in Gaza and 99,013 have 
been reported injured (between 7 October 2023 and 15 October 2024). 

3. Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  
 

• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA premises. 
Further information will be provided once it becomes available.  

• During the reporting period, five new incidents have been reported impacting UNRWA 
installations and internally displaced people (IDPs) sheltering there, including UNRWA 
personnel. During the same period, one new incident has been reported impacting an 
UNRWA installation: 

o On 14 October 2024, three children were reportedly injured in an UNRWA school 
in Jabalia camp, northern Gaza, due to an Israeli Army airstrike in the vicinity of the 
school. They were transferred to hospital. 

o On 14 October 2024, the Israeli Army reportedly fired shells inside and outside an 
UNRWA distribution centre in Jabalia, resulting in ten fatalities and over 40 people 
injured.  This occurred when civilians were trying to get food from the centre. 
Reports indicate that ambulances could not reach several injured people. 

o On 14 October 2024, 13 IDPs were reportedly injured in an UNRWA school in Jabalia 
due to Israeli Army unmanned aerial vehicles fire. The injuries were transferred to 
hospital in Jabalia camp, northern Gaza Strip. 

o On 14 October 2024, initial reports indicate that a number of IDPs were injured 
inside an UNRWA school in Jabalia camp due to Israeli Army tank shelling. Further 
verification of the details of the incident is ongoing. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-humanitarian-response-update-30-september-13-october-2024
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-228-west-bank
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-229-gaza-strip-enarhe
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o On 16 October 2024, an UNRWA distribution centre was reportedly / damaged by 
Israeli Army troops during the ongoing military operation in Jabalia. 

o On 16 October 2024, the Israeli Army ordered the evacuation of an UNRWA school 
in Jabalia in preparation for striking a location nearby. IDPs sheltering inside the 
school and in two other UNRWA shelters located in close proximity reportedly 
evacuated the area and moved towards Beit Lahiya.  

464* incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have been reported since the 
beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same location), including at least 
74* incidents of military use and/or interference at UNRWA premises. 190* Agency installations have 
been impacted by munitions or subjected to armed actor interference through these incidents. 
UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 563* IDPs sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed 
and at least 1,790* injured since the start of the war. UNRWA is verifying the number of casualties 
caused by these incidents.  

* Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains access 
to locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total summary figures 
will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are subject to change 
once verifications are concluded.  

UNRWA Response  

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   
 
• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors operating in 

the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health services since 7 
October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 29 September 2024, UNRWA provided over 5.87 
million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. In addition to medical consultations, 
UNRWA (in partnership with and support from other UN agencies, including UNICEF and 
WHO) continues to provide vaccines, with over 193,000 children vaccinated between the start 
of 2024 until 22 September 2024. 

• As of 14 October, seven out of 271 UNRWA health centres were operational in Gaza. Health 
services were also provided by 84 mobile medical teams working in 43 medical points inside 
and outside IDP shelters in the middle area, Khan Younis, Mawasi and Gaza. UNRWA health 
facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, non-communicable 
disease (NCD) care, medications, vaccinations, antenatal and postnatal health care, laboratory 
services, dental services, physiotherapy and dressings for the injured. The number of 
operational health facilities changes constantly based on demand, access and security.  

• The first phase of the second round of the polio vaccination campaign took place between 
14-16 October in the Gaza middle area. Over 181,000 children received the vaccine and over 
148,000 children received Vitamin A doses. 

• As of 14 October, 1,161 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres, temporary 
clinics and medical points across the Gaza Strip, providing 16,121 medical consultations on 
that day.  

 
1 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an addi=onal five temporary 
health centres were established for a total of 27. 
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• UNRWA continued to provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services in 
the middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist special 
cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. On 14 October, UNRWA teams 
responded to 472 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 
consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence (GBV).    

• On 14 October, UNRWA medical teams provided care for 403 post-natal and pregnant women 
at high risk. 

• On 14 October, UNRWA teams provided oral health services in dental stations and mobile 
dental clinics, reaching 770 patients, including referred cases from remote dental 
consultations. 

• On 14 October, 280 patients received physiotherapy rehabilitation services in health centres 
and medical points. 

• Stocks of medicines in UNRWA health facilities are low and at least 56 items will run out by 
November. UNRWA laboratory services are now limited to four tests out of nearly 35 that were 
provided before 7 October 2023 due to zero stock of most laboratory supplies. All laboratory 
equipment requires maintenance or replacement. 

 
   Psychosocial support (PSS) 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support (PSS) 
across the Gaza Strip. Around 660,000 children continue to be out of school since the 
beginning of the war. On 1 August 2024, UNRWA began to roll out its first phase response of 
“Back to Learning” with a focus on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 
UNRWA schools-turned-shelters2 by expanding ongoing PSS activities, focusing on arts, music 
and sports and raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of 
nearly 7503 school counsellors and up to 500 teachers. UNRWA continues to provide lifesaving 
PSS services in Gaza, including psychological first aid (PFA), individual and group counselling, 
fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, Explosive Ordnance Risk Education 
(EORE) and protection cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults. 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 16 October, around 720,000 IDPs, including over 
510,000 children, have benefited from 263,839 PSS sessions/activities. Between 9 and 16 
October, a total of 15,331 IDPs have accessed these services.   

• Following the roll out of the UNRWA “Back to Learning” programme in UNRWA shelters, more 
than 11,500 children, 56 per cent of whom are girls, have benefited from this initiative. 
Between 9 and 16 October, 11,310 children (5,006 boys, 6,304 girls, including 368 children 
with disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back to Learning” activities, including basic 
literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and recreational activities such as arts, music 
and sports. The activities were conducted daily across 74 temporary learning spaces in 36 
shelters, for an average of seven hours per day. 

• Since the war began, UNRWA’s social work team has provided services to 184,0124 IDPs, 
including psychological first aid, psychosocial support services, family and individual 

 
2 Ini=ally reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
4 Results from 7 October 2023 to 8 October 2024. 
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activities, as well as case management. These interventions aim to address family issues and 
strengthen relationships. 

• Since the war began, protection services were provided to 1,500 survivors of gender-based 
violence (GBV) and 2,408 children, including 1,335 unaccompanied children, covering 
reunification, safe sheltering, medication, dignity kits and non-food items (NFIs) through 
referrals. The team also supported 19,632 persons with disabilities with PSS; 7,751 of these 
individuals received assistive devices and rehabilitation services. Awareness sessions on GBV, 
child protection, disability and special needs, as well as managing social and psychological 
stressors were conducted for 115,791 IDPs. 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 3 October 2024, a total of 380,236 families (nearly 1.9 million people) 
have been reached with two rounds of flour; 366,944 of those families have received three 
rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels in the southern governorates. These include5 
flour, rice, chickpeas, lentils, cheese, hummus and canned fish, and are designed to cover 
approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, nearly 1.15 million 
people have been reached, of whom nearly 215,000 people have received two rounds of food 
parcels since the war started. 

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food parcels on 
behalf of other UN organisations, reaching around 1.4 million people.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza Strip. 
Main activities include the operation and continued maintenance of water wells, desalination 
systems and water through water trucking and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA continues 
to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites through 
providing cleaning supplies, community-based solid waste management and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the beginning 
of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, reaching over 600,000 
IDPs with access to water. In September 2024, UNRWA was able to provide over 70,000 m3 of 
domestic water. In Jabalia, UNRWA rehabilitated a well which supports over 20,000 IDPs.  With 
the available fleet for sanitation, UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and 
transfer service in the Khan Younis, middle area and Gaza areas. In September, more than 
6,000 tons of waste were collected from camps and emergency shelters. In addition to waste 
management and collection, over 400 manholes have been cleaned in preparation for winter 
along with other winterization activities including the removal of debris in the streets and 
support for flood-prone areas. 

 

Quote from Sam Rose, Senior Deputy Director of UNRWA Affairs in Gaza: 

“This polio campaign is critical, but while we protect children with vaccines, they will continue to 
die and suffer each day until there is a comprehensive and lasting ceasefire, which is needed more 
urgently than ever.” 

 
5 The composi=on of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_Sep2024_Apr2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_Sep2024_Apr2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/un-human-rights-office-opt-un-human-rights-office-concerned-over-potential-destruction-palestinian-population-north-gaza?_gl=1*1afiibl*_ga*MjE0NDc0MTMzLjE3MDg2MDgyNDI.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTcyOTc3Nzg5Ny4xMTQuMS4xNzI5Nzc4NDgxLjM3LjAuMA..
https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1848634094730809815
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/new-un-report-impacts-war-have-set-back-development-gaza-much-69-years
https://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=5849
https://x.com/FAOemergencies/status/1849344409105523009
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2024-intense-bombardments--mass-displacements-and-lack-of-access-in-northern-gaza-force-the-postponement-of-polio-vaccination-campaign/
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2024-intense-bombardments--mass-displacements-and-lack-of-access-in-northern-gaza-force-the-postponement-of-polio-vaccination-campaign/
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/herams-opt-gaza-snapshot-2024-09-hospitals-en
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/herams-opt-gaza-snapshot-2024-09-hospitals-en
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-22-october-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-22-october-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-22-october-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://x.com/ochaopt/status/1847992830515347514
https://x.com/ochaopt/status/1847992830515347514
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-232-west-bank
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27.  

https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2024-intense-bombardments--mass-displacements-and-lack-of-access-in-northern-gaza-force-the-postponement-of-polio-vaccination-campaign/
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3  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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5  The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability.  

https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1848634094730809815


Page 10 of 10 
 



Page 1 of 9 
 

 

 

 
* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to the 
reporting period.   



Page 2 of 9 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1850989621401837855
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-attributable-spokesperson-secretary-general-north-gaza
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-233-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-233-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-233-gaza-strip
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10XGCEOZ--GLxAkdz3gpl3Nv86KKSNegq/view
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-29-october-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-233-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-233-gaza-strip
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-234-west-bank
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-29-october-2024
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2024-intense-bombardments--mass-displacements-and-lack-of-access-in-northern-gaza-force-the-postponement-of-polio-vaccination-campaign/
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3 Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases.  
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
5 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability.  
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* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to the 
reporting period.  

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/reports/six-month-update-report-human-rights-situation-gaza-1-november-2023-30-april-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/inter-agency-standing-committee/statement-principals-inter-agency-standing-committee-stop-assault-palestinians-gaza-and-those-trying
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/inter-agency-standing-committee/statement-principals-inter-agency-standing-committee-stop-assault-palestinians-gaza-and-those-trying
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https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2024-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-resume-in-northern-gaza
https://x.com/DrTedros/status/1852773716272328933
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-unrwa-commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini-united-nations-general-assembly
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-unrwa-commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini-united-nations-general-assembly
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/reports/six-month-update-report-human-rights-situation-gaza-1-november-2023-30-april-2024
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/reports/six-month-update-report-human-rights-situation-gaza-1-november-2023-30-april-2024
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/there-must-be-due-reckoning-horrific-violations-possible-atrocity-crimes
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/protecting-livelihoods-and-lives-gaza?_gl=1*1saqzm1*_ga*MjE0NDc0MTMzLjE3MDg2MDgyNDI.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczMTMxODY0NC4xMjQuMS4xNzMxMzIwNDc0LjIwLjAuMA..
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://www.fightfoodcrises.net/hunger-hotspots
https://x.com/WFP_Media/status/1852261447511773435
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-5-november-2024
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-5-november-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-235-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27. 
3  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors.  
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5 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to the 
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• Strikes by the Israeli Forces continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments across the 

Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential buildings and public 

infrastructure.   

• In Northern Gaza, since 6 October 2024, the Israeli Forces have been carrying out a ground 

offensive and continue to impose a tight siege. Intense military operations are ongoing amid a 

near total lack of humanitarian aid entering the area in addition to severe communications and 

internet disruptions. As of 18 November, the UN and its partners estimated that between 

100,000 and 131,000 people had been displaced since 6 October 2024 from North Gaza 

governorate to Gaza City. The influx has raised the population in the Gaza City governorate from 

around 250,000 estimated to have been present as of the end of September 2024 to 

approximately 375,000 people. Between 65,000 and 75,000 people are estimated to remain in 

North Gaza governorate, accounting for less than 20 per cent of the population there before the 

intensification of military operations and the siege.  

• On 13 November, UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini addressed the United 

Nations General Assembly Fourth Committee, highlighting that “unique among United Nations 

agencies, UNRWA is mandated to directly provide public-like services, including education for 

more than half a million children and primary healthcare. The Agency provides human 

development services for Palestine Refugees in the absence of a Palestinian state.”  

• UNICEF reported that 64 attacks against schools have been recorded last October (2024). 

Between 6 October 2024 and 17 November 2024, Israeli military operations have impacted six 

UNRWA installations in Gaza City and 17 in North Gaza.  

• On 16 November, a joint 109-truck UN convoy carrying food supplies to people in Gaza was 

subjected to organised crime. The vast majority of the trucks, 97 in total, were stolen and drivers 

were forced at gunpoint to unload the humanitarian aid on the convoy. The UN Secretary-

General Spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric stated that, as this incident underscores, the UN 

continues to face severe access challenges in bringing aid into southern and central Gaza: 

“whether it’s Kissufim, Kerem Shalom, and surrounding routes have proved unworkable due to 

continuing security issues.  They are entirely insufficient to ensure the sustained flow of 

humanitarian aid into Gaza.”   

• OCHA reported that many community kitchens have already closed, none are operational in 

North Gaza governorate, only 18 in the Gaza governorate, and approximately 120 remain open 

throughout the central and southern areas of the Gaza Strip. Of these, 100 are producing about 

330,000 meals per day but face the constant threat of shutdown amid persistent and increasing 

shortages of supplies.  

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-239-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/remarks-unrwa-commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini-united-nations-general-assembly-fourth-committee
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/regular-attacks-put-gaza-schools-turned-shelters-frontlines-war
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-239-gaza-strip
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• Food security conditions are alarmingly deteriorating also in the central and southern 

governorates of the Gaza Strip. As of mid-November, only some 270,000 people - 16 per cent of 

the estimated 1.7 million people in Deir al-Balah, Khan Younis and Rafah - had received their 

reduced monthly food rations. Dire shortages of wheat flour have forced the closure of four 

bakeries in Deir al-Balah in the space of one week, with only three bakeries in the governorate 

and one in Khan Younis remaining operational as of 18 November. Many community-led baking 

initiatives have also been forced to suspend their activities since early October. The four still 

functional bakeries are operating at full capacity, but risk shutting down if no additional flour is 

received soon.  

• According to the WASH Cluster, since the intensification of the Israeli Forces operations in North 

Gaza on 6 October 2024, all requests submitted by aid partners for the delivery of supplies and 

fuel to operate WASH facilities have been denied, heightening the risks of dehydration and 

disease outbreaks while about half of Gaza City wells have not operated.   

• According to OCHA, as of 19 November, around 79 per cent of the Gaza Strip is under active 

Israeli-issued evacuation orders.  

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the population – across 

the Gaza Strip are internally displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some 10 times or 

more.   

• As of 17 November 2024, over 100 UNRWA school buildings in the Gaza Strip are being used to 

shelter over 415,000 displaced people*.  

• Between 7 October 2023 and 19 November 2024, according to the Ministry of Health (MoH) in 

Gaza as reported by OCHA, at least 43,972 Palestinians have reportedly been killed in Gaza and 

104,008 have been reported injured.  

• OCHA reports that, on 20 October, the MoH published the breakdown of 40,717 out of 42,010 

fatalities as of 7 October 2024. These reportedly include 13,319 children, 7,216 women, 3,447 

elderly, and 16,735 men. Among the child fatalities, 786 children are under one year of age, 

representing about six per cent of killed children whose full identification details have been 

documented, MoH further reported. Additionally, as of 7 October 2024, MoH noted that 35,055 

children had lost one or both parents over the past year.  

• As of 18 November, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 is 

247.  

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 

supplies from the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) crossing point in southern Gaza. These 

include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel shortages 

and access restrictions.   

• According to OCHA, between 1 and 16 November, 1,140 humanitarian trucks were permitted to 

enter the Gaza Strip. This represents a daily average of only 71 humanitarian trucks, well below 

the pre-crisis average of 500 trucks per working day. OCHA reported that, of the 319 

humanitarian movements coordinated with Israeli Authorities across Gaza from 1 to 18 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-239-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-239-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-19-november-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-19-november-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-5-november-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-239-gaza-strip
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November 2024, 105 were denied access, 51 impeded, 31 cancelled due to logistical and 

security challenges and only 132 facilitated.   

• This includes 120 coordinated aid movements intended to provide humanitarian assistance in 

governorates north of Wadi Gaza, of which 65 needed to pass through the Israeli military-

controlled Al Rashid or Salah Ad Din checkpoints. Out of the 65 movements to northern Gaza 

requiring the use of checkpoints, 22 were denied, 21 were impeded, six had to be cancelled, 

and 16 were facilitated.   

• Between 1 and 18 November, 85 per cent of 41 coordination requests for humanitarian missions 

in North Gaza governorate were either denied (17) or impeded (18), while seven per cent (3) 

were facilitated. Thirty-one of these 41 requests were made for the besieged areas of Jabalia, 

Beit Hanoun, and Beit Lahya, with all but four attempts being denied during this period. These 

four attempts were severely impeded and could only accomplish limited objectives.   

• Coordinated aid missions to areas in the southern, western, and central Rafah governorate, 

which has been under an ongoing Israeli military operation since early May, have faced similar 

challenges, with 26 of the 63 coordinated missions (41 per cent) either denied or impeded 

between 1 and 18 November.  

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link below:    

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA  

*Figures keep changing owing to the unpredictable population movement and the security environment.  
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2  Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27. 
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3 Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors.  
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5 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability.  
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* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to the 
reporting period.  
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27. 



Page 8 of 10 
 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

 

• 

• 

• 

 
3 Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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5  The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to the 
reporting period.  
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27.  
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3  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4  176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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5 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an 
additional five temporary health centres were established for a total of 27.  



Page 7 of 9 
 

  

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

• 

 

• 

• 

 
3 Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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• Several UNRWA schools have been impacted by conflict-related incidents over the 

reporting period. In an Israeli Forces strike on an UNRWA school-turned-shelter in Khan 

Younis, at least 13 people have been reportedly killed and 48 injured. 

 
* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to 

the reporting period. 

Displaced girl in an UNRWA school-turned-shelter hit by an Israeli Forces strike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, December 2024. © 2024 UNRWA 

Photo by Ashraf Amra 
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• According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), more than 160 children have 

been reportedly killed in Gaza in a little over a month, for an average of four children 

killed every day since the beginning of November. 

• A United Nations Satellite Centre (UNOSAT) preliminary analysis based on images 

collected on 1 December 2024 shows that nearly 70  per cent of structures across the 

Gaza Strip have been damaged or destroyed. 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by the Israeli Forces continue, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 

across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 

buildings and public infrastructure. 

• In northern Gaza, since 6 October 2024, the Israeli Forces have been carrying out a 

ground offensive and continue to impose a tight siege. Intense military operations are 

ongoing amid a near total lack of humanitarian aid entering the area, in addition to 

severe communications and internet disruptions. Some parts of the North Gaza 

governorate have been under a tightened siege for more than ten weeks. Access remains 

extremely challenging and partners’ ongoing attempts to deliver aid into these besieged 

areas continues to be largely prevented, leaving 10,000-15,000 people without access to 

food, water, electricity or healthcare, as mass casualty incidents continue. 

• On 12 December, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported that as of 4 December, 

a total of 5,325 patients have been evacuated from the Gaza Strip since October 2023, 

80 per cent of whom are children, with only 378 patients, including 217 children, 

evacuated since the Rafah crossing closed in May 2024. 

• According to OCHA, the Director of Kamal Adwan Hospital in North Gaza reported nearly 

daily attacks on or very close to the facility between 11 and 17 December. On 12 

December, the Ministry of Health as reported by OCHA announced that the last 

orthopaedic doctor in North Gaza, was killed while on his way from Kamal Adwan to the 

nearby Al Awda Hospital to treat patients.  

• On 13 December, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights published 

a statement on the repeated Israeli Forces attacks impacting residential buildings and 

displacement shelters in the Gaza Strip.  

• UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russel stated that more than 160 children have 

been reportedly killed in Gaza in a little over a month, for an average of four children 

killed every day since the beginning of November. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/opt-emergency-situation-update-52-7-oct-2023-4-dec-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/un-human-rights-office-opt-continued-israeli-airstrikes-gaza-kill-dozens-palestinians-including-women-and-children-enar
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-catherine-russell-children-and-continued
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• OCHA reported that a study published by War Child Alliance and based on data 

collected in June 2024, 96 per cent of children in the surveyed households (where at least 

one child is injured, disabled, unaccompanied or separated from parents) felt that their 

death was imminent. 

• A preliminary analysis from UNOSAT based on images collected on 1 December 2024 

showed that around 69 per cent of the total structures in the Gaza Strip and a total of 

over 245,000 estimated damaged housing units. 

• OCHA reported that an Education Cluster assessment highlighted that nearly 88 per cent 

of school buildings in the Gaza Strip (496 out of 564) have been directly hit or damaged. 

Fifty-five per cent of these schools (275) are government schools, a third (161) are 

UNRWA schools, and 12 per cent (57) are private schools. 

• According to OCHA, between 11 and 14 December, the Israeli Forces issued four 

evacuation orders , affecting at least 69,000 people in parts of Gaza City, North Gaza, 

Deir al-Balah and Khan Younis. 

o On 11 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order of for the area of 

Maghazi. Two UNRWA installations are located in the area while an additional 

eight UNRWA installations are located in close proximity to the Israeli Forces’ 

evacuation zone. 

o On 12 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order for areas of Gaza 

City. Eight UNRWA installations are located in the area while an additional two 

UNRWA installations are located in close proximity to the Israeli Forces 

evacuation zone. 

o On 13 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order impacting Jabalia. 

Five UNRWA installations are located in the Israeli Forces’ evacuation zone. 

o On 15 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order for areas of Beit 

Hanoun. Twelve UNRWA installations are located there. 

• According to OCHA, as of 17 December, around 80.5 per cent of the Gaza Strip is under 

active Israeli-issued evacuation orders. 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the 

population – across the Gaza Strip are displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, 

some 10 times or more. 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 17 December 2024, according to the Ministry of Health 

(MoH) in Gaza as stated by OCHA, at least 45,059 Palestinians have reportedly been 

killed in Gaza and 107,041 have been injured. 

https://www.warchild.org.uk/news/war-child-shares-first-study-psychological-impact-war-vulnerable-children-gaza
https://unosat.org/products/4047
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-17-december-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-17-december-2024


Page 4 of 10 
 

• OCHA reports that, on 20 October, the MoH published the breakdown of 40,717 out of 

42,010 fatalities as of 7 October 2024. These reportedly include 13,319 children, 7,216 

women, 3,447 elderly, and 16,735 men. Among the child fatalities, 786 children are under 

one year of age, representing about six per cent of killed children whose full 

identification details have been documented, the MoH further reported. Additionally, as 

of 7 October 2024, the MoH noted that 35,055 children had lost one or both parents 

over the past year. 

• As of 18 December, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 

2023 is 258. 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 

supplies from the Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing point in southern Gaza. 

These include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, 

fuel shortages and access restrictions. 

• On 11 December, a 70-truck convoy entering through the Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu 

Salem crossing was violently attacked by looters, leading to the loss of nearly all food 

and aid supplies. 

• According to OCHA, between 1 and 15 December, 1,213 humanitarian trucks were 

permitted to enter the Gaza Strip. This represents a daily average of only 81 humanitarian 

trucks, well below the pre-war average of 500 trucks per working day. 

• OCHA reported that, of the 339 humanitarian movements coordinated with Israeli 

authorities across Gaza from 1 to 16 December 2024, 141 were denied access, 62 

impeded, 34 cancelled due to logistical and security challenges and only 102 facilitated. 

• Out of the 96 aid movements needed to pass through the Israeli military-controlled Al 

Rashid or Salah Ad Din checkpoints to reach areas north of Wadi Gaza between 1 and 

16 December, 41 were denied, 25 were impeded, 14 had to be cancelled and 16 were 

facilitated. 

• Aid missions to the North Gaza governorate were particularly disrupted, especially those 

seeking to reach Jabalia, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun. Between 1 and 16 December, the 

UN attempted to reach besieged areas in North Gaza 40 times, 38 of which were outright 

denied, and two were impeded. 

• OCHA reported that coordinated aid missions to areas in Rafah governorate, which has 

been under an ongoing Israeli military operation since early May, have faced similar 

challenges, with all the 20 coordinated requests submitted to Israeli authorities between 

1 and 16 December denied. This excludes 47 coordinated movements to Kerem 

Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing, of which two were denied, nine impeded, three 

cancelled and 33 facilitated. 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-17-december-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-247-gaza-strip
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• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link 

below:   

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 31 October 2024, 736 Palestinians 

have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, of those, 430 Palestinians 

were killed since the beginning of 2024. 

• On 14 December, UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini posted on X 

(previously know as Twitter) that UNRWA had been forced to suspend services in Jenin 

Camp “for yet another day, as violent clashes between Palestinian Security Forces & 

Palestinian armed actors continue”, highlighting that tensions are on the rise across 

northern West Bank refugee camps. 

• Between 9 and 15 December eight Palestinians were killed in the West Bank, including 

East Jerusalem. Of these, five were killed by Israeli Forces, and three were killed by 

Palestinian Security Forces (PSF). During this period, an estimated 158 Palestinians were 

detained by Israeli Forces, and 14 Palestinians detained by the PSF. 

• Two Palestinians were killed in an Israeli Forces drone strike in Tubas on 9 December. 

One Palestinian was killed by the Israeli Forces in an exchange of fire between Israeli 

Forces and Palestinians during a search operation in Qalqiliya on 12 December. On the 

same day, a Palestinian was killed by the Israeli Forces and three others injured during 

an exchange of fire while an Israeli Forces search operation was underway in Balata camp. 

On 13 December Israeli Forces opened fire in clashes with Palestinians during a search 

operation in Beit ‘Awwa, west of Hebron, killing one Palestinian. 

• This period saw continued violent clashes between the PSF and Palestinian armed actors 

in and around Jenin camp, in the northern West Bank. A major PSF operation 

commenced early on 14 December, with at least two Palestinians reportedly killed by the 

PSF in the early morning. This followed another Palestinian killed in the camp by the PSF 

on 9 December. All UNRWA services in the camp have been forced to suspend, and basic 

services including electricity and water supply have been interrupted. 

• On 11 December a Palestinian allegedly killed an Israeli child and injured three other 

Israelis near Bethlehem, after opening fire at a bus travelling from an Israeli settlement 

to Jerusalem. The alleged perpetrator reportedly surrendered himself to the Israeli Forces 

the following day. 

 

https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-234-west-bank
https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1868010462069039602
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The Gaza Strip   

 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 17 December 2024, according to the MoH in Gaza as stated 

by OCHA, at least 45,059 Palestinians reportedly have been killed in the Gaza Strip 

while 107,041 have been reported injured. 

 

Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  

 

• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA 

premises. Further information will be provided once it becomes available*. 

• During the reporting period, four new armed conflict-related incidents have been 

reported impacting UNRWA installations and displaced people sheltering there, 

including UNRWA personnel: 

o On 15 December, the Israeli Forces hit an UNRWA school in Khan Younis. Initial 

reports indicate that at least 13 people were killed and 48 injured. Further 

verification of the number of casualties is ongoing. 

o On 15 December, an UNRWA school in Beit Hanoun was reportedly severely 

damaged due to Israeli Forces strikes, including tank fire. In addition, the Israeli 

Forces tanks reportedly surrounded the school, and people were detained inside 

the school. The number of people killed and injured is being verified, while initial 

public and other reporting references a high number of fatalities (ten to forty 

persons being killed). 

o On 15 December, shrapnel hit an UNRWA school in Nuseirat reportedly due to 

three Israeli Forces strikes towards New camp, north of Al-Nuseirat camp. No 

injuries were reported. 

o On 10 December, two displaced people were reportedly injured inside an 

UNRWA school in Maghazi due to Israeli Forces tank shelling towards east of Al-

Maghazi Camp. No damage to the school was reported. 

* Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains 

access to locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total 

summary figures will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are 

subject to change once verifications are concluded.  

 

 

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   

 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-17-december-2024
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• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors 

operating in the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health 

services since 7 October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 8 December 2024, UNRWA 

provided over 6.8 million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. 

• In addition to medical consultations, UNRWA (in partnership with and support from 

other UN agencies, including UNICEF and WHO) continues to provide vaccines to 

children. Over 225,000 routine immunisation vaccines have been administered to 

children from the start of 2024 until 8 December 2024. In addition, around 560,000 

children across the Gaza Strip have been vaccinated against polio. 

• As of 16 December, three out of 22 UNRWA health centres2 and four additional rented 

facilities used as temporary health centres were operational in Gaza. Health services were 

also provided by 97 mobile medical teams working in 54 medical points inside and 

outside shelters in the middle area, Khan Younis, Al Mawasi and Gaza. UNRWA health 

facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, non-communicable 

disease care, medications, vaccination, antenatal and postnatal health care, laboratory 

services, dental services, physiotherapy and dressings for the injured. The number of 

operational health facilities changes constantly based on demand, access and security. 

• As of 16 December, 1,281 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres, 

temporary clinics and medical points across the Gaza Strip, providing 15,173 medical 

consultations on that day. 

• UNRWA continued to provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services 

in the middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist 

special cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. On 16 December, 

UNRWA teams responded to 431 cases in health centres and at medical points through 

individual consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based 

violence (GBV).   

• On 16 December, UNRWA medical teams provided care for 470 post-natal and pregnant 

women at high risk. 

• On 16 December, UNRWA teams provided dental and oral health services in dental 

stations and mobile dental clinics, reaching 501 patients, including referred cases from 

remote dental consultations. 

• On 16 December, 289 patients received physiotherapy rehabilitation services in health 

centres and medical points. 

• If not replenished, stocks of medicines in UNRWA health facilities are low and at least 60 

items are likely to l run out within a month. UNRWA laboratory services are now limited 

to three tests out of nearly 35 that were available before 7 October 2023. This is due to 

 
2 Pre-conflict, UNRWA had 22 health centres. Following the onset of the conflict, an additional five 

temporary health centres were established for a total of 27. 
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limited availability of stocks of most laboratory supplies. Laboratory equipment requires 

maintenance or replacement. 

 

   Psychosocial support and Learning 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support 

across the Gaza Strip. Around 660,000 children are out of school due to the war. On 1 

August 2024, UNRWA began its first phase response of “Back to Learning” with a focus 

on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 UNRWA schools-turned-

shelters3 by expanding ongoing PSS activities, focusing on arts, music and sports and 

raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of nearly 

7504 school counsellors and hundreds of teachers. UNRWA continues to provide 

lifesaving PSS services in Gaza, including psychological first aid, individual and group 

counselling, fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, Explosive Ordnance 

Risk Education and protection cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults. 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 16 December, around 730,000 displaced people, 

including over 520,000 children, have benefited from 277,307 PSS sessions and activities. 

Between 10 and 16 December, a total of 16,733 displaced people accessed these 

services.  

• More than 18,000 children, over half of them girls, have benefited from UNRWA’s “Back 

to Learning” programme so far. Between 10 and 16 December, 14,507 children (5,636 

boys, 8,871 girls, including 382 children with disabilities) participated in a variety of “Back 

to Learning” activities, including basic literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and 

recreational activities such as arts, music and sports. The activities were conducted daily 

across 86 temporary learning spaces in 40 shelters, for an average of seven hours per 

day. This is thanks to 963 UNRWA teachers, with support from counsellors, aiming to 

address the psychosocial needs of children and adolescents. 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 16 December 2024, UNRWA’s social work team has 

provided services to 196,245 displaced people, including psychological first aid, PSS 

services, family and individual activities, as well as case management. During the same 

reporting period, protection services were provided to 1,795 survivors of GBV and 2,910 

children, including 1,454 unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe 

sheltering, medication, dignity kits and non-food items through referrals. The team also 

supported 21,430 persons with disabilities with PSS; 7,753 of these individuals received 

assistive devices and rehabilitation services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child 

protection, disability and special needs, as well as managing social and psychological 

stressors, were conducted for 129,475 displaced people. 

 
3  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in 

future phases. 
4 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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* Due to further verification, figures have decreased compared to those reported in the previous 

situation report (#151). 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 17 December 2024, a total of 388,054 families (nearly 1.9 million 

people) have been reached with two rounds of flour; 374,909 of those families have 

received three rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels wherever possible. These include5 rice, 

chickpeas, lentils, oil, salt, sugar, milk powder, hummus and canned fish, and are 

designed to cover approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, 

over 1.46 million people have been reached, of whom 215,000 people have received two 

rounds of food parcels since the war started. 

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food 

parcels on behalf of other UN organisations, reaching over 1.4 million people. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza 

Strip.  The main activities include operating and maintaining water wells and desalination 

systems and supplying water with water trucks and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA 

continues to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites 

by providing cleaning supplies, community-based solid waste management and pest 

control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Since the 

beginning of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight wells, providing 

over 600,000 displaced people with access to water. In the first two weeks of December, 

around 38,000 cubic metres of water – both potable and domestic – were distributed 

across the Gaza Strip. 

• Winterization efforts are ongoing in southern Gaza and the middle area, with over 215 

manholes cleaned in the first two weeks of December. 84 cleaning and pest and rodent 

control measures were completed. Moreover, UNRWA conducted 45 awareness sessions 

and distributed over 1800 litres of cleaning liquids for shelters across the Gaza Strip. 

• UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and transfer service in southern 

Gaza and the middle area. Over the first two weeks of December, 1,972 tons of solid 

waste have been collected and transported to the temporary dumping sites.  

 

 

 
5 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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Quote from Louise Wateridge, UNRWA Senior Emergency Officer in Gaza 

“Every single day we are waking up to a new horror.” 

 

ENDs – 
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• Newborns in the Gaza Strip are dying from hypothermia because of the cold winter 

weather and lack of shelter, as supplies which would protect them have been stuck in 

the region for months waiting for approval from the Israeli authorities to get into Gaza. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) denounced a raid on Kamal Adwan Hospital on 

27 December which put the last major health facility in North Gaza out of service. Since 

 
* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to 

the reporting period. 

Displaced children amid makeshift tents face the rain and cold weather, Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, December 2024. © 2024 UNRWA Photo by 

Ashraf Amra 
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early October 2024, WHO has verified at least 50 attacks on health on or near the 

hospital.  

• The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported that around 7,700 newborns in 

the Gaza Strip lack access to lifesaving care. 

• The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) highlighted that the war is having 

devastating effects on the fishing sector in the Gaza Strip, with the average daily catch 

between October 2023 and April 2024 dropping to just 7.3 per cent of 2022 levels. 

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by the Israeli Forces continued, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 

across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 

buildings and public infrastructure. 

• In northern Gaza, since 6 October 2024, the Israeli Forces have been carrying out a 

ground offensive and continue to impose a tight siege. Intense military operations are 

ongoing amid a near total lack of humanitarian aid entering the area, in addition to 

severe communications and internet disruptions. Some parts of the North Gaza 

governorate have been under a tightened siege for more than three months. Access 

remains extremely challenging and partners’ ongoing attempts to deliver aid into these 

besieged areas continues to be largely prevented, leaving thousands of people without 

access to food, water, electricity or healthcare, as mass casualty incidents continue. The 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported 

that, between 6 October and 30 December 2024, the UN attempted to reach besieged 

areas in North Gaza 164 times; of these, 148 attempts were denied by the Israeli 

authorities and 16 were impeded. 

• WHO denounced a raid on Kamal Adwan Hospital on 27 December which put the last 

major health facility in North Gaza out of service. The Israeli authorities confirmed they 

detained the director of the hospital  Dr. Hussam Abu Safiyah.  Since early October 2024, 

WHO has verified at least 50 attacks on health on or near the hospital. With Kamal Adwan 

and Indonesian hospitals entirely out of service, and Al-Awda Hospital barely able to 

function, and severely damaged due to recent airstrikes, the healthcare lifeline for those 

in North Gaza is reaching a breaking point.  

• Babies and children in the Gaza Strip are dying from hypothermia due to cold weather 

and lack of shelter. At least five newborns reportedly froze to death between 24 and 29 

December. UNICEF stated that, with winter weather and temperatures dropping, “it is 

tragically foreseeable that more children’s lives will be lost to the inhumane conditions 

they are enduring, which offer no protection from the cold.” UNRWA Commissioner-

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-12-2024-kamal-adwan-hospital-out-of-service-following-a-raid-today-and-repeated-attacks-since-october
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-regional-director-middle-east-and-north-africa-edouard-beigbeder
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General Philippe Lazzarini posted on X that, meanwhile, “blankets, mattresses and other 

winter supplies have been stuck in the region for months waiting for approval to get into 

Gaza.” 

• UNICEF reported that around 7,700 newborns in the Gaza Strip lack access to lifesaving 

care. The dramatic reduction in neonatal care bed capacity has forced many families to 

seek urgent care in inadequate facilities. This, coupled with shortages of essential 

medical equipment and supplies, led to preventable neonatal deaths. 

• On 19 December, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) reported that ensuring the entry of 

critical medications and equipment into the Gaza Strip remains difficult, with Israel 

imposing strict restrictions on items deemed as having “dual use”. 

• According to OCHA, recent water quality surveillance conducted by the WASH cluster 

showed alarming rates of microbiological contamination, with nearly 73 per cent of 

drinking water and over 97 per cent of domestic water samples not complying with the 

minimum national or international standards for water chlorination. 

• FAO highlighted that the war is having devastating effects on the fishing sector in the 

Gaza Strip, with Gaza's average daily catch between October 2023 to April 2024 dropping 

to just 7.3 percent of 2022 levels causing a USD 17.5 million production loss. This has 

further exacerbated an already dire food security situation. 

• Food security continues to deteriorate. A survey conducted by UNICEF between 20 and 

26 November revealed that about 80 per cent of the households surveyed across the 

Gaza Strip had at least one child going without food in the three days prior to the survey. 

Overall, more than 96 per cent of all children aged six to 23 months and pregnant and 

breastfeeding women are not meeting their basic nutrient requirements, with a sharp 

deterioration in dietary diversity observed over the past four months, particularly in Deir 

al-Balah and Khan Younis.  

• Meanwhile, OCHA reported that the energy crisis continues to worsen. Cooking gas 

remains completely unavailable in northern Gaza and is sold in limited quantities and at 

exorbitant prices in central and southern Gaza.  

• OCHA reported that, since October 2023, the North Gaza governorate has been placed 

under five major evacuation orders. Dozens of other orders have been issued for 

different parts of the governorate. 

• On 18 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order for the Bureij area in the 

Middle Area, where seven UNRWA installations are located. 

• On 22 December, the Israeli Forces reportedly dropped leaflets in Beit Hanoun, north 

Gaza, containing the same information as the Israeli Forces evacuation order issued on 

https://x.com/UNLazzarini/status/1872702393588027415
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sl83RhG7LFr2CDZLpEZD_AMuRiqgm_-B/view
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-life-death-trap-enar?_gl=1*9gehln*_ga*MjE0NDc0MTMzLjE3MDg2MDgyNDI.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTgyMzA1OS4xNjQuMS4xNzM1ODIzMTQ3LjYwLjAuMA..
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/reviving-gaza-s-fishing-sector-hinges-on-restoring-peace-and-safe-access-to-the-sea/en
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/unicef-state-palestine-humanitarian-situation-report-no-33-1-30-november-2024?_gl=1*1wpf4mt*_ga*MjE0NDc0MTMzLjE3MDg2MDgyNDI.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTgyMzA1OS4xNjQuMS4xNzM1ODIzMTQ3LjYwLjAuMA..
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-249-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
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15 December. Twelve UNRWA installations are located within the area impacted by the 

evacuation order. 

• On 28 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order impacting northern Gaza, 

affecting an area where 56 UNRWA installations are located.  

• On 29 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order for areas of north-western 

Gaza, particularly Al-Nasr areas, Al-Awda City and Al-Murabidin neighbourhood. Five 

UNRWA installations are located in the area, and ten more UNRWA installations are 

located in its close proximity. 

• According to OCHA, as of 31 December, around 80.5 per cent of the Gaza Strip is under 

active evacuation orders from the Israeli authorities. 

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the population 

– across the Gaza Strip are displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, some 10 

times or more. 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 30 December 2024, according to the Ministry of Health 

(MoH) in Gaza as stated by OCHA, at least 45,541 Palestinians have reportedly been 

killed in Gaza and 108,338 have been injured. 

• OCHA reports that the MoH in Gaza published the breakdown of 40,717 out of 42,010 

fatalities as of 7 October 2024. These reportedly include 13,319 children, 7,216 women, 

3,447 elderly, and 16,735 men. Among the child fatalities, 786 children are under one 

year of age, representing about six per cent of killed children whose full identification 

details have been documented, the MoH further reported. Additionally, as of 7 October 

2024, the MoH noted that 35,055 children had lost one or both parents over the past 

year. 

• As of 29 December, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 

2023 is 263. 

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 

supplies from the Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing point in southern Gaza. 

These include deteriorating law and order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, 

fuel shortages and access restrictions. 

• According to OCHA, between 1 and 29 December, UN agencies monitored the collection 

of 2,205 humanitarian trucks from Gaza Strip crossings, excluding fuel. This represents a 

daily average of only 76 humanitarian trucks, well below the pre-war average of 500 

trucks (all types) per working day. 

• OCHA reported that, of the 569 humanitarian movements coordinated with Israeli 

authorities across Gaza from 1 to 30 December 2024, 224 were denied access, 103 faced 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-31-december-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-31-december-2024
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
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impediments, 53 cancelled due to logistical and security challenges and only 189 

facilitated. 

• Out of the 127 aid movements needed to pass through the Israeli military-controlled Al 

Rashid or Salah Ad Din checkpoints to reach areas north of Wadi Gaza between 1 and 

30 December, 43 were denied, 31 faced impediments, 17 had to be cancelled and 36 

were facilitated. 

• Aid missions to the North Gaza governorate were particularly disrupted, especially those 

seeking to reach Jabalia, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun. Between 1 and 30 December, the 

UN attempted to reach besieged areas in North Gaza 60 times, 55 of which were denied, 

and five were allowed to proceed but faced impediments. 

• OCHA reported that coordinated aid missions to areas in Rafah governorate, which has 

been under an ongoing Israeli military operation since  May 2024, have faced similar 

challenges, with 36 out of the 38 coordinated requests submitted to Israeli authorities 

between 1 and 30 December denied, one facing impediments, and one facilitated. This 

excludes 67 coordinated movements to Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing, of 

which two were denied, 21 impeded, five cancelled and 39 facilitated. 

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link 

below:   

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem update is now once a week. 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 31 October 2024, 736 Palestinians 

have been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, of those, 430 Palestinians 

were killed since the beginning of 2024. 

• Between 16 and 22 December, 12 Palestinians were killed in the West Bank, including 

East Jerusalem. Of these, three were shot and killed by Israeli Forces in the vicinity of the 

West Bank Barrier in two incidents: in Qalqiliya on 17 December; and in Faqqu’a on 21 

December. One Palestinian was killed in an exchange of fire between Palestinians and 

Israeli Forces in Nablus on 16 December, and one Palestinian died of injuries incurred 

during clashes between Palestinians and Israeli Forces on 17 December. On 19 

December, two Palestinians were killed in clashes between Israeli Forces and Palestinians 

in Balata Camp, which also left four Palestinians injured. On the same day, four 

Palestinians were killed in an Israeli Forces drone strike on a Palestinian vehicle in the 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-234-west-bank
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vicinity of Tulkarm Camp. A Palestinian child was killed by unexploded ordinance in Arab 

ar Rashayida village on 21 December.  

• The large-scale Palestinian Security Forces (PSF) operation in and around Jenin Camp in 

the northern West Bank continued between 16 and 22 December, with UNRWA forced 

to completely suspend services to the camp. The Jenin Camp Health Centre was subject 

to unauthorised entry and use by Palestinian armed actors, with UNRWA unable to 

access and regain control over the installation owing to the security situation in the 

camp. 

• Armed clashes between Palestinian armed actors and the PSF continued between 16 and 

22 December, with at least one PSF personnel killed on 22 December during such clashes. 

At least two child bystanders were injured in Jenin Camp during this period. Reports 

suggest that the PSF has detained more than 50 Palestinians since 14 December. 

 

 
 

The Gaza Strip   

 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 30 December 2024, according to the MoH in Gaza as stated 

by OCHA, at least 45,541 Palestinians reportedly have been killed in the Gaza Strip 

while 108,338 have been reported injured. 

 

Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  

 

• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA 

premises. Further information will be provided once it becomes available*. 

• During the reporting period, several new armed conflict-related incidents have been 

reported impacting UNRWA installations and displaced people sheltering there, 

including UNRWA personnel: 

o On 27 December, after forcefully evacuating the Kamal Adwan Hospital, the Israeli 

Forces reportedly entered an UNRWA school and an UNRWA store facility in Jabalia 

and detained patients, medical staff and displaced people inside the two UNRWA 

installations. According to reports that UNRWA received,  men were stripped of their 

clothes, separated from women and brought by the Israeli Forces to the UNRWA 

school while the women were brought to the other UNRWA installation where they 

were kept for hours. 

o On 22 December, 10 displaced people were moderately injured in an UNRWA school 

in  Nuseirat, as a result of a bomb from an Israeli Forces quadcopter on the 

schoolyard. The injured were transferred to hospital. 

o On 22 December, Israeli Forces quadcopters reportedly opened fire at displaced 

people inside the same UNRWA school in the northwest of Nuseirat. Two displaced 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-31-december-2024
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people were reportedly killed, including a child, and 12 others were injured. 

Additionally, initial reports indicate that displaced people could not leave the school, 

and the injured could not be transferred to hospital as a result of the Israeli Forces’ 

military activity. 

o On 19 December, the Israeli Forces reportedly directly struck an UNRWA school in 

the Shaja’ya area in Gaza City. Fifteen displaced people were reportedly killed, and 

thirty others were injured. 

o On 17 December, Israeli Forces troops reportedly opened fire towards the Mawasi 

area in Rafah, resulting in the complete destruction of an UNRWA international staff 

guesthouse. 

*As of 23 December, 648*incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have 

been reported since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same 

location). 201* UNRWA installations have been impacted by armed conflict-related incidents since 

the beginning of the war, some on multiple occasions. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 

745*persons sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 2,202* injured since 

the start of the war. UNRWA continues to verify and update the number of casualties caused by 

these incidents. 

* Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains 

access to locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total 

summary figures will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are 

subject to change once verifications are concluded.  

 

 

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   

 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors 

operating in the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health 

services since 7 October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 22 December 2024, UNRWA 

provided over 7 million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip. 

• In addition to medical consultations, UNRWA (in partnership with and support from 

other UN agencies, including UNICEF and WHO) continues to provide vaccines to 

children. Over 231,000 routine immunisation vaccines have been administered to 

children from the start of 2024 until 22 December 2024. In addition, around 560,000 

children under the age of 10 across the Gaza Strip have been vaccinated against polio. 

• As of 29 December, only three out of 22 UNRWA health centres and three additional 

rented facilities used as temporary health centres were operational in Gaza. Health 

services were also provided by 97 mobile medical teams working in 53 medical points 

inside and outside shelters in the middle area, Khan Younis, Al Mawasi and Gaza. UNRWA 
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health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, non-

communicable disease care, giving out medications, vaccination, antenatal and postnatal 

health care, laboratory and dental services, physiotherapy and dressings for the injured. 

The number of operational health facilities changes constantly based on demand, access 

and security. 

• As of 29 December, 1,189 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres, 

temporary clinics and medical points across the Gaza Strip, providing 14,952 medical 

consultations on that day. 

• UNRWA continued to provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services 

in the middle and Khan Younis areas, with teams of psychiatrists and supervisors to assist 

special cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. On 29 December, 

UNRWA teams responded to 479 cases in health centres and at medical points through 

individual consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based 

violence (GBV).   

• On 29 December, UNRWA medical teams provided care for 492 post-natal and pregnant 

women at high risk. 

• On 29 December, UNRWA teams provided dental and oral health services in dental 

stations and mobile dental clinics, reaching 542 patients, including referred cases from 

remote dental consultations. 

• On 29 December, 253 patients received physiotherapy rehabilitation services in health 

centres and medical points. 

• If not replenished, at least 60 items in the stocks of medicines in UNRWA health facilities  

are likely to run out within a month. UNRWA laboratory services are now limited to three 

tests out of nearly 35 that were available before 7 October 2023. This is due to limited 

availability of stocks of most laboratory supplies. Laboratory equipment requires 

maintenance or replacement. 

 

   Psychosocial support and Learning 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support 

(PSS) across the Gaza Strip. Around 660,000 children are out of school due to the war. On 

1 August 2024, UNRWA began its first phase response of “Back to Learning” with a focus 

on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 UNRWA schools-turned-

shelters2 by expanding ongoing PSS activities, focusing on arts, music and sports and 

raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of up to 7503 

school counsellors and hundreds of teachers. UNRWA continues to provide lifesaving 

PSS services in Gaza, including psychological first aid, individual and group counselling, 

 
2  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in 

future phases. 
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors. 
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fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, Explosive Ordnance Risk Education 

and protection cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults. 

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 29 December, around 730,000 displaced people, 

including over 520,000 children, have benefited from 278,981 PSS sessions and activities. 

Between 16 and 29 December, a total of 14,029 displaced people accessed these 

services.  

• More than 18,000 children, over half of them girls, have benefited from UNRWA’s “Back 

to Learning” programme so far. Between 16 and 29 December, 13,719 children (5,507 

boys, 8,212 girls, including 378 children with disabilities) participated in “Back to 

Learning” activities, including basic literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS sessions, and 

recreational activities including  arts, music and sports. The activities were conducted 

daily across 86 temporary learning spaces in 40 shelters, for an average of seven hours 

per day. This is thanks to 963 UNRWA teachers, with support from counsellors, aiming 

to address the psychosocial needs of children and adolescents. 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 30 December 2024, UNRWA’s social work team has 

provided services to 200,158 displaced people, including psychological first aid, PSS 

services, family and individual activities, as well as case management. During the same 

reporting period, protection services were provided to 1,898 survivors of GBV and 3,052 

children, including 1,494 unaccompanied children, covering reunification, safe 

sheltering, medication, dignity kits and non-food items through referrals. The team also 

supported 21,823 persons with disabilities with PSS; 7,753 of these individuals received 

assistive devices and rehabilitation services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child 

protection, disability and special needs, as well as managing social and psychological 

stressors, were conducted for 144,609 displaced people. 

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 31 December 2024, a total of over 388,000 families (nearly 1.9 

million people) have been reached with two rounds of flour; over 374,000 of those 

families have received three rounds. 

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels wherever possible. These include4 rice, 

chickpeas, lentils, oil, salt, sugar, milk powder, hummus and canned fish, and are 

designed to cover approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per quarter. To date, 

around 1.46 million people have been reached, of whom 215,000 people have received 

two rounds of food parcels since the war started. 

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food 

parcels on behalf of other UN organisations, reaching over 1.4 million people. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

 
4 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the 

Gaza Strip.  The main activities include operating and maintaining water wells and 

desalination systems and supplying water with water trucks and bottled water. In 

addition, UNRWA continues to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in 

UNRWA shelters and sites by providing cleaning supplies, community-based solid 

waste management and pest control. 

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Between 

August and mid-November, UNRWA accounted for around 44 per cent of water, 

sanitation and hygiene activities reported in the Gaza Strip, Including access to water 

(56 per cent), access to sanitation and solid waste management (42 per cent), and 

flood mitigation and prevention (66 per cent). 

• Since the beginning of the war, the Agency has maintained and rehabilitated eight 

wells, providing over 600,000 displaced people with access to water. In the first two 

weeks of December, around 38,000 cubic metres of water – both potable and 

domestic – were distributed across the Gaza Strip. 

• Winterization efforts are ongoing in southern Gaza and the middle area, with over 

215 manholes cleaned in the first two weeks of December. 84 cleaning and pest and 

rodent control measures were completed. Moreover, UNRWA conducted 45 

awareness sessions and distributed over 1800 litres of cleaning liquids for shelters 

across the Gaza Strip. 

• UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and transfer service in southern 

Gaza and the middle area. Over the first two weeks of December, 1,972 tons of solid 

waste have been collected and transported to the temporary dumping sites. 

 

Tweet from Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General: 

“Fifteen months on the war in Gaza, horrors continue unabated under the world’s watch.” 

 

ENDs – 
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• In less than three weeks, eight newborns reportedly died in the Gaza Strip from 

hypothermia because of the cold winter weather, lack of shelter and winter supplies.   

 
* Some of the information is reported during the reporting period but does not necessarily correspond to 

the reporting period. 

Children shelter in an UNRWA school in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, January 2025. © 2025 UNRWA Photo by Ashraf Amra  
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• According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), at least 74 children have been 

killed in the Gaza Strip in the first seven days of 2025.  

• In December 2024, UNRWA planned 190 coordinated missions to deliver humanitarian 

assistance in the Gaza Strip. The denial rate has reached 70 per cent, marking the highest 

denial rate in the past six months.  

• The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

published a report on attacks on hospitals in the Gaza Strip. Between 7 October 2023 

and 30 June 2024, OHCHR documented a total of 136 strikes impacting hospitals and 

other health facilities.  

• According to OCHA, in 2024, the UN and partners planned 5,321 humanitarian 

movements across the Gaza Strip, including 3,707 in the south and 1,614 in the north. 

Of those, 24 per cent were denied, 19 per cent faced impediments, 48 per cent were 

facilitated, and 9 per cent were cancelled.  

 

 

The Gaza Strip 

• Strikes by the Israeli Forces continued, with aerial, land and maritime bombardments 

across the Gaza Strip, resulting in civilian casualties and the destruction of residential 

buildings and public infrastructure. Rocket fire by Palestinian armed groups towards 

Israel has taken place.    

• In northern Gaza, since 6 October 2024, the Israeli Forces have been carrying out a 

ground offensive and continue to impose a tight siege. Intense military operations are 

ongoing amid a near total lack of humanitarian aid entering the area, in addition to 

severe communications and internet disruptions. Some parts of the North Gaza 

governorate have been under a tightened siege for more than three months. Access 

remains extremely challenging and humanitarian actors’ ongoing attempts to deliver aid 

to the area continues to be largely prevented by the Israeli Forces. This is leaving 

thousands of people without access to food, on the brink of famine, water, electricity or 

healthcare, as mass casualty incidents continue.  

• Babies in the Gaza Strip continue to die from hypothermia due to cold weather and lack 

of winter supplies, as a result of humanitarian access restrictions. UNICEF reported that 

eight newborns died of the cold in less than three weeks.   

• On 3 January, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) stated that it is “deeply 

alarmed” by the impact of rains and cold weather affecting the Gaza Strip, where the 

vast majority of people have been displaced and families are left exposed.  

https://report/
https://famine/
https://reported/
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• On 8 January,  UNICEF published a press release according to which  at least 74 children 

had been killed in the Gaza Strip only in the first seven days of 2025. UNICEF Executive 

Director Catherine Russell stated that “for the children of Gaza, the new year has brought 

more death and suffering from attacks, deprivation and increasing exposure to the 

cold.”  

• The World Food Programme (WFP) reported that, in the second half of November and 

the first half of December 2024, people in the Gaza Strip have heavily relied on bread 

and pulses for the third consecutive month. Access to other food items including fresh 

fruit and vegetables, dairy products and meat is almost non-existent. Overall, the cost of 

many basic food products increased by more than 1,000 per cent compared to pre-war 

prices. Market access across the Gaza Strip continues to be a major challenge, with 

market activity concentrated in Gaza City, Deir al-Balah, and Khan Younis – and none in 

North Gaza and Rafah.    

• On 31 December, OHCHR published a report on attacks on hospitals . According to the 

report, the impact of Israeli military’s operations in and around hospitals has extended 

beyond physical structures, resulting in the loss of access to critical medical treatment, 

safe-space and shelters, and care for chronic illnesses. Overall, during the reporting 

period, OHCHR documented a total of 136 strikes impacting at least 27 of the 38 

hospitals in the Gaza Strip and 12 other medical facilities.  

• OCHA reported that the lack of fuel to operate electricity generators continues to 

severely affect the already decimated health system across the Gaza Strip.   

• In December 2024, UNRWA planned a total of 190 coordinated missions, which 

accounted for 33 per cent of all humanitarian movements in Gaza. Seventy per cent of 

the Agency’s missions were denied by the Israeli authorities, marking the highest denial 

rate in the past six months.   

• On 31 December, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order impacting the Al Bureij 

area (Middle Areas), where seven UNRWA installations are located. Another evacuation 

order in the same area was issued on 3 January which impacted seven UNRWA 

installations.   

• On 1 January, the Israeli Forces issued an evacuation order impacting an area of Gaza 

City, where two UNRWA installations are located.   

• According to OCHA, as of 8 January, around 80.5 per cent of the Gaza Strip is under 

active evacuation orders from the Israeli authorities.  

• According to the UN, at least 1.9 million people – or about 90 per cent of the 

population – across the Gaza Strip are displaced. Many have been displaced repeatedly, 

some 10 times or more.   

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-year-brings-little-new-hope-children-gaza-least-74-children-reportedly-killed
https://www.wfp.org/publications/202324-wfp-palestine-monthly-market-dashboard
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/opt/20241231-attacks-hospitals-gaza-en.pdf
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-253-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-8-january-2025
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• Between 7 October 2023 and 8 January 2025, according to the Ministry of Health (MoH) 

in Gaza, as stated by OCHA, at least 45,936 Palestinians have reportedly been killed in 

Gaza and 109,274 have been injured.  

• OCHA reports that, the MoH in Gaza published the breakdown of 40,717 out of 42,010 

fatalities as of 7 October 2024. These reportedly include 13,319 children, 7,216 women, 

3,447 elderly, and 16,735 men. Among the child fatalities, 786 children are under one 

year of age, representing about 6 per cent of killed children whose full identification 

details have been documented, the MoH further reported. Additionally, as of 7 October 

2024, the MoH noted that 35,055 children had lost one or both parents over the past 

year.  

• As of 8 January, the total number of UNRWA team members killed since 7 October 2023 

is 265.  

• Several challenges continue to stand in the way of collecting much needed humanitarian 

supplies from the Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing point in southern Gaza. 

These include deteriorating public order, war and insecurity, damaged infrastructure, fuel 

shortages and access restrictions.  

• According to OCHA, between 1 and 5 January, UN agencies monitored the collection of 

255 humanitarian trucks from Gaza Strip crossings, excluding fuel. This represents a daily 

average of only 51 humanitarian trucks, well below the pre-war average of 500 trucks 

(all types of supplies), per working day.   

• According to OCHA, in 2024, the UN and partners planned 5,321 humanitarian 

movements across the Gaza Strip, including 3,707 in the south and 1,614 in the north. 

Of those, 24 per cent were denied, 19 per cent faced impediments, 48 per cent were 

facilitated, and 9 per cent were cancelled.  

• OCHA reported that, of the 569 humanitarian movements coordinated with Israeli 

authorities across Gaza from 1 to 30 December 2024, 224 were denied access, 103 faced 

impediments, 53 cancelled due to logistical and security challenges and only 189 

facilitated.   

• Out of the 127 aid movements which needed to pass through the Israeli military-

controlled Al Rashid or Salah Ad Din checkpoints to reach areas north of Wadi Gaza, 

between 1 and 30 December, 43 were denied, 31 faced impediments, 17 had to be 

cancelled and 36 were facilitated.   

• Aid missions to the North Gaza governorate were particularly disrupted, especially those 

seeking to reach Jabalia, Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun. Between 1 and 30 December, the 

UN attempted to reach besieged areas in North Gaza 60 times, 55 of which were denied, 

and five were allowed to proceed but faced impediments.   

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-8-january-2025
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-231-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-8-january-2025
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-253-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
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• OCHA reported that coordinated aid missions to areas in Rafah governorate, which has 

been under an ongoing Israeli military operation since May 2024, have faced similar 

challenges, with 36 out of the 38 coordinated requests submitted to Israeli authorities 

between 1 and 30 December denied, one facing impediments, and one facilitated. This 

excludes 67 coordinated movements to Kerem Shalom/Karem Abu Salem crossing, of 

which two were denied, 21 impeded, five cancelled and 39 facilitated.  

• The latest information on supplies entering Gaza can be accessed through the link 

below:   

Gaza Supplies and Dispatch Tracking | UNRWA 

 

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem 

• According to OCHA, between 7 October 2023 and 8 January 2024, 813 Palestinians have 

been killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Of those, 498 Palestinians were 

killed in 2024.  

• Between 1 and 8 January 2025, there were 11 Palestinians reported killed in the West 

Bank, including East Jerusalem: nine killed by the Israeli Forces, and two in the ongoing 

Palestinian Security Forces operation in Jenin Camp and surrounding areas. During the 

same period, two Israeli settlers and an Israeli police officer were killed by Palestinian 

armed actors.   

• The Palestinian Security Forces operation in and around Jenin Camp against Palestinian 

armed actors has been ongoing since early December, with two fatalities recorded since 

1 January. On 1 January, the UNRWA Jenin Camp Health Centre was directly hit by a 

rocket-propelled grenade, causing significant damage. This followed several weeks of 

occupation of the Health Centre by Palestinian armed actors, who vacated the premises 

on 31 December 2024. On 3 January, an exchange of fire took place between Palestinians 

and Israeli Forces during an operation in Balata Camp, killing one Palestinian and injuring 

nine. On 5 January, the Israeli Forces forced a Palestinian family to demolish their 

building containing six apartments in Silwan, East Jerusalem, displacing around 

39 Palestinians from their homes. On 7 and 8 January, the Israeli Forces deployed drone-

fired missiles in Tammun, in northern West Bank. The first of these incidents resulted in 

two Palestinians killed, with the second missile killing three Palestinians including two 

children.  

• On 6 January, two Israeli settlers and an Israeli police officer were shot and killed, and 

eight others injured, when a group of Palestinian armed groups allegedly opened fire at 

Israeli vehicles in the vicinity of Al Funduq, in northern West Bank. Following the incident, 

extensive access restrictions were imposed by the Israeli authorities across the northern 

West Bank, including the temporary closure of all checkpoints in the Nablus area.  

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-251-gaza-strip
https://www.unrwa.org/what-we-do/gaza-supplies-and-dispatch-tracking
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties
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• Three additional Palestinians were killed in exchanges of fire with the Israeli Forces 

during this period, in Meithalun, Askar Camp, and Al Badhan. 

 

 
 

The Gaza Strip   

 

Between 7 October 2023 and 8 January 2025, according to the MoH in Gaza as stated 

by OCHA, at least 45,936 Palestinians have reportedly been killed in the Gaza Strip 

while 109,274 have been reported injured.  

 

Humanitarian access & protection of civilians  

 

• UNRWA is working to verify the details of incidents that reportedly impact UNRWA 

premises. Further information will be provided once it becomes available*.  

• During the reporting period, six new armed conflict-related incidents have been reported 

impacting UNRWA installations and displaced people sheltering there, including 

UNRWA personnel:  

o On 6 January, 20 people were reportedly injured, including an UNRWA staff member, 

in an UNRWA school north-west of Nuseirat (Middle Areas), due to an air munition 

from an Israeli Forces quadcopter hitting the schoolyard.  

o On 4 January, Israeli Forces artillery fire directly struck an UNRWA school in Gaza City 

in Al Sabra area (Gaza City), causing damages to the northern building. Five displaced 

people were reportedly injured and transferred to hospital.  

o On 3 January, Israeli Forces artillery shells reportedly struck a classroom of an 

UNRWA school in Gaza City in the Al Sabra area, causing a fire to break out. Several 

people were reported injured.  

o On 2 January, a stray bullet reportedly hit the guards’ room of an UNRWA store in 

Gaza City. No injuries were reported, while the room sustained minor damage.  

o On 2 January, an Israeli Forces quadcopter reportedly dropped an air munition in the 

vicinity of an UNRWA school in Nuseirat (Middle Areas), causing a minor injury to a 

child inside the school. No damage to the school was reported.  

o On 31 December 2024, the Israeli Forces reportedly conducted a number of strikes 

near a UN international staff guesthouse west of Gaza City. Shrapnel inside the 

installation and damages were reported.    

o [Late report] On 15 December 2024 (estimate), three UNRWA schools in Beit Hanoun 

were reportedly damaged during the Israeli Forces military operation in the Al-Izba 

area in Beit Hanoun (Northern Gaza).  

  

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-8-january-2025
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*As of 23 December, 648*incidents impacting UNRWA premises and the people inside them have 

been reported since the beginning of the war (some with multiple incidents impacting the same 

location). 201* UNRWA installations have been impacted by armed conflict-related incidents since 

the beginning of the war, some on multiple occasions. UNRWA estimates that, in total, at least 

745*persons sheltering in UNRWA installations have been killed and at least 2,202* injured since 

the start of the war. UNRWA continues to verify and update the number of casualties caused by 

these incidents. 

* Since the start of the war, the latest figures are continuously under review as UNRWA gains 

access to locations that were previously inaccessible and as further verifications occur. Total 

summary figures will be published as information becomes known, noting that these numbers are 

subject to change once verifications are concluded.  

 

 

 The Gaza Strip 

Health   

 

• According to the Health Cluster, UNRWA remains one of the largest health actors 

operating in the Gaza Strip, contributing to over half of the people reached with health 

services since 7 October 2023. Between 7 October 2023 and 29 December 2024, UNRWA 

provided over 7 million medical consultations across the Gaza Strip.   

• In addition to medical consultations, UNRWA (in partnership with and support from 

other UN agencies, including UNICEF and WHO) continues to provide vaccines to 

children. Over 234,000 routine immunisation vaccines have been administered to 

children from in 2024. In addition, around 560,000 children under the age of 10 across 

the Gaza Strip have been vaccinated against polio.   

• As of 4 January, only three out of 22 UNRWA health centres and four additional UNRWA-

rented facilities used as temporary health centres were operational in Gaza. Health 

services are also provided through 92 mobile medical teams working in 53 medical points 

inside and outside shelters in the middle area, Khan Younis, Al Mawasi and Gaza City. 

UNRWA health facilities provide primary health care, including outpatient services, non-

communicable disease care, giving out medications, vaccination, antenatal and postnatal 

health care, laboratory and dental services, physiotherapy, and dressings for the injured. 

The number of operational health facilities changes constantly based on demand, access, 

and security.   

• To date, 1,208 UNRWA health staff continued to work in health centres, temporary 

clinics, and medical points across the Gaza Strip. UNRWA continued to provide mental 

health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services in the middle and Khan Younis areas, 

with teams of psychiatrists, psychosocial counsellors, and supervisors to assist special 

cases referred from UNRWA health centres and shelters. On 4 January, UNRWA teams 
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responded to 529 cases in health centres and at medical points through individual 

consultations, awareness sessions and to address cases of gender-based violence 

(GBV).     

• On 4 January, UNRWA medical teams provided care for 666 post-natal and pregnant 

women at high risk.  

• On 4 January, UNRWA teams provided dental and oral health services in fixed and mobile 

clinics, reaching 504 patients. On 4 January, 263 patients received physiotherapy 

rehabilitation services in health centres and medical points.  

• Different UNRWA laboratory services are limited to three tests out of nearly 35 that were 

available before 7 October 2023. This is due to limited availability of stocks of most 

laboratory supplies. Laboratory equipment requires maintenance or replacement.  

 

   Psychosocial support and Learning 

• UNRWA remains the largest provider of emergency learning and psychosocial support 

(PSS) across the Gaza Strip. Around 660,000 children are out of school due to the war. On 

1 August 2024, UNRWA began its first phase response of “Back to Learning” with a focus 

on mental health activities. This is taking place in up to 45 UNRWA schools-turned-

shelters2 by expanding ongoing PSS activities, focusing on arts, music and sports, and 

raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance, with the support of up to 7503 

school counsellors and hundreds of teachers. UNRWA continues to provide lifesaving 

PSS services in Gaza, including psychological first aid, individual and group counselling, 

fatigue management sessions, recreational activities, Explosive Ordnance Risk Education 

and protection cash assistance, reaching children, youth and adults.  

• Since the onset of the conflict and up to 5 January, around 730,000 displaced people, 

including over 520,000 children, have benefited from 280,115 PSS sessions and activities. 

Between 30 December and 5 January, a total of 11,629 displaced people accessed these 

services.    

• More than 18,000 children, over half of them girls, have benefited from UNRWA’s “Back 

to Learning” programme so far. Between 30 December 2024 and 5 January 2025, 10,645 

children (4,151 boys, 6,494 girls, including 355 children with disabilities) participated in 

“Back to Learning” activities, including basic literacy and numeracy sessions, PSS 

sessions, and recreational activities including arts, music and sports. The activities were 

conducted daily across 86 temporary learning spaces in 40 shelters, for an average of 

seven hours per day. This is thanks to 975 UNRWA teachers, with support from 

counsellors, aiming to address the psychosocial needs of children and adolescents.  

 
2  Initially reaching 45 UNRWA schools/shelters, "Back to Learning" will gradually expand to 94 schools in future 
phases.  
3 176 school counsellors and 566 assistant counsellors.  



Page 9 of 11 
 

• Between 7 October 2023 and 6 January 2025, UNRWA’s social work team has provided 

services to 202,265 displaced people, including psychological first aid, PSS services, 

family and individual activities, as well as case management. During the same reporting 

period, protection services were provided to 1,898 survivors of GBV and 3,052 children, 

including 1,494 unaccompanied children, covering reunification, cash assistance, safe 

sheltering, medication, dignity kits and non-food items through referrals. The team also 

supported 22,017 persons with disabilities with PSS; 7,753 of these individuals received 

assistive devices and rehabilitation services. Awareness sessions on GBV, child protection, 

disability and special needs, as well as managing social and psychological stressors, were 

conducted for 149,446 displaced people.  

 Food security  

• From 7 October 2023 to 31 December 2024, a total of over 388,000 families (nearly 1.9 

million people) have been reached with two rounds of flour; over 374,000 of those 

families have received three rounds.  

• In December 2024, UNRWA reached nearly 135,000 families (or nearly 1 million people) 

with flour, distributing around 3.4 million kilos of flour in southern and central Gaza.  

• UNRWA continues to distribute food parcels wherever possible. These include4 rice, 

chickpeas, lentils, beans, oil, salt, sugar, milk powder, hummus, canned meat and canned 

fish, and are designed to cover approximately 90 per cent of daily calorific needs per 

quarter. To date, around 1.69 million people have been reached, of whom at least 

215,000 people have received two rounds of food parcels since the war started.  

• In December 2024, UNRWA teams distributed over 52,000 food parcels.  

• In addition to the distribution of UNRWA food parcels, the Agency distributes food 

parcels on behalf of other UN organisations, reaching over 1.4 million people. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Since October 2023, UNRWA has carried out emergency WASH activities across the Gaza 

Strip.  The main activities include operating and maintaining water wells and desalination 

systems and supplying water with water trucks and bottled water. In addition, UNRWA 

continues to distribute hygiene kits and maintain hygiene in UNRWA shelters and sites 

by providing cleaning supplies, community-based solid waste management and pest 

control.  

• UNRWA continues to be one of the largest WASH actors in the Gaza Strip. Between 

August and mid-November, UNRWA accounted for around 44 per cent of water, 

sanitation and hygiene activities reported in the Gaza Strip, Including access to water (56 

 
4 The composition of the food parcel may change based on food item availability. 
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per cent), access to sanitation and solid waste management (42 per cent), and flood 

mitigation and prevention (66 per cent).  

• In the second half of December, around 50,000 cubic metres of water – both potable 

and domestic – were distributed by UNRWA across the Gaza Strip. Moreover, an UNRWA 

water well in Gaza city was rehabilitated.  

• Winterization efforts are ongoing in southern Gaza and the middle area, with around 

250 manholes cleaned in the second half of December. Sixty-six cleaning and pest and 

rodent control measures were completed. Moreover, during the same period, UNRWA 

conducted 90 hygiene promotion sessions and distributed over 500 litres of cleaning 

liquids for shelters across the Gaza Strip.  

• UNRWA continues to provide a solid waste collection and transfer service in southern 

Gaza and the middle area. Over the second half of December, around 4,000 tons of solid 

waste have been collected and transported to temporary dumping sites.   

 

Quote from Louise Wateridge, UNRWA Senior Emergency Officer: 

“It’s like a fishbowl, and you’re just having to dodge being killed. And meanwhile, you 

have to get water and food for your family, and now you have to keep warm.”  

ENDs – 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jan/05/social-order-in-gaza-will-collapse-if-israel-ends-cooperation-with-un-aid-agency-official-says
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