
   Flygtningenævnet • Adelgade 11-13 • DK-1304 København K 

Telefon +45 6198 3700 •  E-mail fln@fln.dk • www.fln.dk 

 

273 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale 

 

 

Bilagsnr.: 273 

Land: Etiopien 

Kilde: 
United States Commmission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) 

Titel: 
Annual Report 2016 – Other countries/regions 
monitored – Ethiopia 

Udgivet: 2. maj 2016 

Optaget på 
baggrundsmaterialet: 

25. august 2016 

 



USCIRF Annual Report 2016 - Other countries/regions 

monitored - Ethiopia

Publisher United States Commission on International Religious Freedom

Publication 

Date
2 May 2016

Cite as

United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, USCIRF Annual 

Report 2016 - Other countries/regions monitored - Ethiopia, 2 May 2016, available 

at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/57307cd815.html [accessed 23 August 2016] 

Disclaimer

This is not a UNHCR publication. UNHCR is not responsible for, nor does it 

necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expressed are solely those of the author 

or publisher and do not necessarily reflect those of UNHCR, the United Nations or 

its Member States.

Background

Ethiopia has a long history of religious tolerance and inter-religious cooperation, and its 

constitution protects freedom of religion or belief and provides for separation of religion and state. 

In 2011-2012, however, in response to concerns about rising extremism, the government imposed 

the al-Ahbash interpretation of Islam on the country's Muslim community, including through 

required training for imams; interfered in the independence of the community's representative 

body, the Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council (EIASC); and then arrested and prosecuted 

Muslims who opposed these actions and engaged in peaceful protests.

Convictions for Peaceful Protests

On July 6 and August 3, 2015 respectively, the Ethiopian government convicted and sentenced 18 

leaders of the 2012 Muslim protest movement. They were convicted of plotting to institute an 

Islamic government and sentenced to seven to 22 years in prison under Ethiopia's controversial 

Anti-Terror Proclamation. U.S. government officials and human rights organizations have 

criticized the Ethiopian government's use of the Anti-Terror Proclamation to silence critics. On 

September 16, the Ethiopian government pardoned six of those convicted.

Increased EIASC Oversight of Mosques

The EIASC is the Ethiopian Muslim community's representative body, but due to the 

government's interference since 2011 many in the community no longer support it and view its 

members as government figureheads. During the reporting period, the EIASC increased its 

management of the Muslim community. It issued two directives giving it greater oversight, and 

even ownership, of Ethiopia's mosques. The directives include detailed rules regulating the 

administration of mosques; give the EIASC authority to issue internal mosque regulations and 

appoint mosque employees; and prohibit public meetings, speeches and preaching, and 

fundraising events without the EIASC's written approval.
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