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General 

Hezbollah [also spelled Hezballah (CSIS 14 July 2006, 19), Hizballah 

(US 6 Mar. 2007) and Hizbullah (AI 2007)], which means Party of God in Arabic 

(MIPT 10 Sept. 2007; CNN 13 July 2006), is a Shia [also spelled Shiite (CFR 

May 2007)] Muslim organization in Lebanon which operates both in the political 

and military spheres (BBC 13 July 2006; see also CFR May 2007; CSIS 14 

July 2006, 20). The military wing of Hezbollah is called the Islamic Resistance 

(BBC 13 July 2006; CNN 13 July 2006). Other names for Hezbollah include 

Islamic Jihad, Islamic Jihad for the Liberation of Palestine (CSIS 14 July 2006, 

19), Organization of the Oppressed on Earth and the Revolutionary Justice 

Organization (MIPT 10 Sept. 2007; Canada 9 Nov. 2006). Hezbollah is listed 

as a "terrorist" organization by Canada (Canada 9 Nov. 2006) and the United 

States (US) (US 11 Oct. 2005). Australia and the United Kingdom (UK) classify 

its security wing, the Hezbollah External Security Organization (ESO), as a 

"terrorist" entity, but not its political wing (Australia 25 May 2007; UK n.d.; MIPT 

10 Sept. 2007). Hassan Nasrallah is the leader of Hezbollah (US 6 Mar. 2007, 

Sec. 3; AFP 11 Nov. 2006). 

Hezbollah was established by Iran-educated Shia clerics (MIPT 10 Sept. 

2007; see also BBC 13 July 2006) following the invasion of Lebanon by Israel 

in 1982 (BBC 13 July 2006; CFR 17 July 2006). A number of Lebanese Islamic 

groups also joined Hezbollah at that time (MIPT 10 Sept. 2007; CFR 17 July 

2006). Hezbollah has ties to Iran and Syria (CFR 17 July 2006; BBC 13 July 

2006) and has operatives in Europe, North and South America, East Asia and 

other Middle Eastern countries (MIPT 10 Sept. 2007; Australia 25 May 2007). 

The Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT) states that 

Hezbollah's self-identified goals are "the establishment of a Shiite theocracy in 

Lebanon, the destruction of Israel, and the elimination of Western influences 

from the Middle East" (10 Sept. 2007; see also BBC 13 July 2006). In contrast, 

a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) news article reports that Hezbollah 

underscores that "its Islamic vision should not be interpreted as an intention to 

impose an Islamic society on the Lebanese" (13 July 2006). 

According to the MIPT, there are roughly 1,000 primary Hezbollah 

operatives and a reserve force of 3,000 to 10,000 personnel (10 Sept. 2007). In 

slight contrast, Seymour M. Hersh states in The New Yorker that Hezbollah has 

roughly two to three thousand active operatives and thousands of other 

members (5 Mar. 2007). The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), a non-

partisan information resource concerned with foreign policy issues (n.d.), 
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reports that Hezbollah operates mainly in the Shia regions of southern 

Lebanon, the Bekaa Valley and areas of Beirut (17 July 2006). For more 

detailed information on Hezbollah's areas of operation, please consult the 

section below on security issues. 

Security  

In February 2005, former Lebanese prime minister Rafik Hariri was 

assassinated in Beirut (BBC 9 Oct. 2007; Freedom House 2007). Following 

Hariri's assassination, which was largely attributed to Syria (BBC 13 July 2006; 

Freedom House 2007), the international community and Beirut protesters put 

pressure on Syrian forces to withdraw from Lebanon (BBC 9 Oct. 2007; ibid. 18 

Sept. 2007; Freedom House 2007). After 29 years in Lebanon, Syrian forces 

left in 2005 (BBC 18 Sept. 2007; Freedom House 2007; see also CFR May 

2007). The BBC states that, following the departure of Syrian troops, 

"Hezbollah became the most powerful military force in Lebanon in its own right 

and increased its political clout ..." (13 July 2006). 

In July 2006, Hezbollah forces captured two Israeli soldiers in a cross-

border incident, starting a war between Israel and Hezbollah (BBC 18 Sept. 

2007; Freedom House 2007; US 6 Mar. 2007, Introduction). The war ended on 

14 August 2006 with a United Nations (UN) sponsored ceasefire (US 6 Mar. 

2007, Introduction; UN 11 Aug. 2006). The United States (US) Department of 

State Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2006 states the 

following: 

Despite the cessation in hostilities and the deployment of the 

Lebanon Armed Forces (LAF) and United Nations Interim Forces 

in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in the south, Hizballah retained significant 

influence over parts of the country ... beyond the reach of state 

authorities. UN Security Council (UNSC) resolutions 1559, 1614, 

and 1701 call upon the government to take effective control of all 

Lebanese territory and disarm militia groups operating in the 

Lebanese territory. Due to several factors, including internal 

political differences and lack of capacity on the part of its security 

forces, the government has not taken the necessary steps to 

disarm extralegal armed groups, including Hizballah. (6 Mar. 

2007, Introduction) 

Country Reports 2006 also states that the Lebanese government has 

not followed through on statements that it would bring to trial Hezbollah 

members who hindered, and in some cases injured, UNIFIL officials from 

moving freely in Lebanon (US 6 Mar. 2007, Sec. 2d). 

An Associated Press (AP) media article reports that although 

Hezbollah's influence diminished as a result of the 2006 war with Israel (4 Oct. 

2007; see also Washington Post 1 Sept. 2006), the group is "again solidly 

entrenched across the country's south" (AP 4 Oct. 2007; see also Freedom 

House 2007). According to the AP article, Hezbollah "appears to be in a strong 

position north and south of the Litani, both in its political wing and as a 

militia" (4 Oct. 2007). 

The New Opinion Workshop (NOW) Lebanon, an independent and non-

sectarian organization established to promote Lebanese political participation 

(NOW Lebanon n.d.), has on its website detailed information on Hezbollah's 

post-war activities in southern Lebanon: 

Hezbollah's preparations have been focused primarily on the 

creation of a new line of defense north of the Litani River, 

resupplying its war-depleted arsenal, acquiring new weapons 
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systems - with an emphasis on air defense, and a systematic 

campaign of recruitment and training in the Bekaa valley and Iran. 

... 

The area in question is bordered by Jezzine in the north, the Shia 

villages of the western Bekaa to the east, the Iqlim al-Touffah 

heights to the west and the Litani to the south. ... [T]he area is 

sparsely populated - a mix of Christian, Shia and Druze farms and 

hamlets... . 

... 

Hezbollah has been based in these hills and valleys since 2000, 

when Israel withdrew from South Lebanon, but its presence has 

increased significantly following last year's war. Hezbollah's new 

"security pockets" are guarded by armed and uniformed fighters, 

who prevent local residents and ... journalists from entering. (30 

Aug. 2007) 

A 22 June 2007 commentary for the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies (CSIS) describes Hezbollah in the following manner:  

... Hezbollah has enough strength and freedom of action in the 

south to launch provocative small raids for its own purposes or in 

support of Hamas or Syria. There is little evidence it faces any 

challenge from the Lebanese Army, and it does seem to have a 

substantial presence and cadre structure outside the area 

occupied by UNIFIL. (22 June 2007) 

The CFR explains that the Lebanese government "has only limited 

influence over Hezbollah ... militants. Moreover, it lacks control of some of 

Beirut and of the lawless, drug-ridden Bekaa Valley, as well as ... the southern 

border region" (May 2007). 

Political context 

According to Country Reports 2006, Hezbollah is the largest Shia 

political party in Lebanon (US 6 Mar. 2007, Sec. 3). Freedom House describes 

Hezbollah as "a powerful political player on the national level" (Freedom House 

2007; see also CFR 17 July 2006). In the 2005 election, Hezbollah garnered 14 

out of 128 parliamentary seats (CFR 17 July 2006; Europa 2007) as part of the 

Resistance and Development Bloc which won 35 seats in total (ibid. 2007; 

PHW 2007 Oct. 2006). 

In November 2006, Shia opposition ministers left the Lebanese cabinet 

(AI 2007; Freedom House 2007) demanding a greater role in government 

(Freedom House 2007; see also ICG 10 Oct. 2007, 2). According to Freedom 

House, Hezbollah claimed that the Lebanese government was not following 

through with power-sharing arrangements made in the 1990s (2007). In 

December 2006, mass pro-Hezbollah protests occurred in Beirut (Freedom 

House 2007; AI 2007; ICG 10 Oct. 2007, 2). In an 11 October 2006 interview 

with the International Crisis Group (ICG), the Vice-President of Hezbollah's 

political council, Mahmoud Qumati, stated that Hezbollah "wants to 'be able if 

need be to secure the decision-making process'" (ICG 10 Oct. 2007, 2). 

Social context 

With respect to Hezbollah's social influence, the CFR states that 

Hezbollah provides extensive social services to thousands of Shia Muslims in 
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Lebanon, including schools, medical facilities and farming assistance (17 

July 2006; BBC 13 July 2006). According to the BBC and the Cable News 

Network (CNN), Hezbollah's provision of social services boosts its popularity 

(BBC 13 July 2006; CNN 13 July 2006). The MIPT explains that Hezbollah has 

"enmeshed itself into the social fabric of Lebanese society" (10 Sept. 2007). A 

4 October 2007 AP article indicates that Hezbollah is "the only force trusted by 

most of the majority Shiite population of the South, and respected - or feared - 

by most of the minority Christians and Sunni Muslims." 

With respect to the media, Hezbollah controls a television station called 

Al-Manar TV (US 6 Mar. 2007, Sec. 2c; BBC 18 Sept. 2007). Al-Manar TV has 

generated controversy due to allegations of anti-Semitism (US 6 Mar. 2007, 

Sec. 2c; BBC 18 Sept. 2007). Country Reports 2006 states that Hezbollah has 

curbed and controlled access to the Internet in southern Lebanon (US 6 Mar. 

2007, Sec 2c). No further information on Hezbollah's control of the Internet in 

southern Lebanon could be found among the sources consulted by the 

Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 

Both the AP and NOW Lebanon report that a number of wealthy pro-

Hezbollah Shias have purchased land from Christians and Sunnis in southern 

Lebanon near the Israeli border (AP 4 Oct. 2007; NOW 30 Aug. 2007). The AP 

reports that Lebanese citizens from the area have remarked that such land 

purchases have increased as of late (4 Oct. 2007). According to NOW 

Lebanon, there is concern among local Christian and Druze officials who fear 

that the land purchases are part of an effort to construct a "Shia belt" which 

would link Shias in Nabatieh and Iqlim al-Touffah to Shias in the western 

Bekaa, effectively separating Christian and Druze communities from one 

another (30 Aug. 2007). No further information on similar land purchases in 

southern Lebanon could be found among the sources consulted by the 

Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 

Forced recruitment 

Specific information on whether Hezbollah is forcibly recruiting members 

could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate. 

However, a 4 October 2007 Associated Press (AP) news article featured in the 

Jerusalem Post reports that Lebanese citizens living in the south maintain that 

Hezbollah is actively recruiting men who are 16 to 19 years of age and offering 

them unspecified "attractive" salaries. 

A professor specializing in the Middle East at the Toledo International 

Centre for Peace in Madrid stated the following in correspondence with the 

Research Directorate: 

Hezbollah is always recruiting members in Lebanon especially in 

the Shia community. Moreover, Hezbollah is training in its camps 

members of other Lebanese allied faction such as the followers of 

General Michel Aoun, and other Islamic groups... . (10 Oct. 2007) 

With respect to Hezbollah and child recruitment, the Middle East Media 

Research Institute (MEMRI) featured a translated article from the Egyptian 

weekly Roz Al-Yusuf which states that more than 2,000 children between the 

ages of 10 and 15 years have been recruited by Hezbollah (MEMRI 1 Sept. 

2006). According to the MEMRI, the Egyptian article states that child recruits 

"must be willing to become martyrs" (1 Sept. 2006). In an October 2007 report 

on children and armed conflict in Lebanon, the Coalition to Stop the Use of 

Child Soldiers states that, in southern regions dominated by Hezbollah, it is 

difficult for the Lebanese government and security forces to ensure that 

children are not recruited into armed groups. 
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This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible 

information currently available to the Research Directorate within time 

constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as to 

the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the 

list of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request. 
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Additional Sources Consulted 

Oral sources: A professor of political science at the Lebanese American 

University in Beirut and a professor of international relations and anthropology 

specializing in the Middle East at Boston University were unable to provide 

information within the time constraints of this Response. 

Internet sites, including: Assemblée nationale libanaise, Haaretz [Tel Aviv], 

European Country of Origin Information Network (ecoi.net), Human Rights 

Watch (HRW), Israeli Intelligence Heritage & Commemoration Center (IICC), 

La Fédération internationale des droits de l'homme (FIDH), Middle East 

Intelligence Bulletin (MEIB), U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 

(USCRI). 
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