Location/Area of Operation: Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Nigeria

Funding and External Aid: BH largely self-finances through criminal activities such as
looting, extortion, kidnapping for ransom, and bank robberies.

ISIS-Democratic Republic of the Congo

Aka ISIS-DRC; Allied Democratic Forces, Madina at Tauheed Wau Mujahedeen; City of
Monotheism and Holy Warriors; Islamic State Central Africa Province; Wilayat Central Africa;
Wilayah Central Africa Media Office; Wilayat Wasat Ifriqiyah; ISIS-Central Africa

Description: ISIS-Democratic Republic of the Congo (ISIS-DRC) was designated as an FTO on
March 11, 2021. ISIS-DRC is responsible for many attacks across North Kivu and Ituri
Provinces in eastern DRC. Under the leadership of Seka Musa Baluku, ISIS-DRC has been
notorious in this region for its brutal violence against Congolese citizens and regional military
forces.

Activities: In 2020, ISIS-DRC attacked the villages of Kamwiri, Kitsimba, and Lisasa in Beni,
North Kivu Province, killing 21 people, abducting 20 others, and desecrating the Catholic
Church in Lisasa. Also in 2020, ISIS-DRC launched an attack on Kangbayi Central Prison in
Beni, freeing 1,337 detainees.

In 2021, ISIS-DRC attacked displacement camps near the towns of Boga and Tchabi in Ituri
Province, killing 57 people and abducting 25 others. Also in 2021, ISIS-DRC conducted
simultaneous suicide bombings in Kampala, Uganda, that killed three people and wounded 33
others.

Strength: ISIS-DRC was assessed in 2019 to have at least 400 fighters.
Location/Area of Operation: Democratic Republic of the Congo

Funding and External Aid: Although ISIS-DRC’s sources of funding remain largely unknown,
the group probably does receive some support from ISIS. The group has seized weapons and
ammunition from the Congolese military.

ISIS in the Greater Sahara

Aka ISIS-GS; Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS); Islamic State of the Greater Sahel;
ISIS in the Greater Sahel; ISIS in the Islamic Sahel

Description: ISIS in the Greater Sahara (ISIS-GS) was designated as an FTO on May 23, 2018.
ISIS-GS emerged when leader Adnan Abu Walid al-Sahrawi and his followers split from al-
Murabitoun. Al-Sahrawi first pledged allegiance to ISIS in 2015, which was acknowledged by
ISIS in 2016.



Activities: In 2017, ISIS-GS claimed responsibility for an attack on a joint U.S.-Nigerien patrol
in the region of Tongo Tongo, Niger, which killed four U.S. soldiers and five Nigerien soldiers.
In 2018, ISIS-GS was reportedly involved in numerous skirmishes and attacks in Mali and
Niger, including ones that targeted French troops and civilians. In 2019, ISIS-GS attacked a
Malian military base, killing 54 soldiers.

In 2020, ISIS-GS militants attacked a Nigerien military base on the border between Niger and
Mali, killing 89 soldiers, and were suspected of killing 6 French NGO workers, their Nigerien
guide, and 1 other Nigerien citizen near Niamey, Niger.

In 2021, French forces killed the leader of ISIS-GS, Adnan Abu Walid al-Sahrawi, in a strike in
southern Mali. Also in 2021, ISIS-GS claimed to have kidnapped and killed five Christian
civilians at a roadblock between Gao and Niamey, Niger.

Strength: Precise numbers are unknown.

Location/Area of Operation: Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger

Funding and External Aid: Sources of funding are unknown.
ISIS-Mozambique

Aka Ansar al-Sunna; Helpers of Tradition; Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jamaa; Adherents to the
Traditions and the Community; al-Shabaab in Mozambique; Islamic State Central Aftrica
province; Wilayah Central Africa; Ansaar Kalimat Allah; Supporters of the Word of Allah

Description: ISIS-Mozambique reportedly pledged allegiance to ISIS as early as April 2018,
and was acknowledged by ISIS as an affiliate in 2019. Since 2017, ISIS-Mozambique, led by
Abu Yasir Hassan, has killed more than 1,300 civilians, and it is estimated that more than 2,300
civilians, security force members, and suspected ISIS-Mozambique militants have been killed
since the terrorist group began its violent extremist insurgency.

Activities: In 2020, ISIS-Mozambique launched a series of large-scale attacks that resulted in
the capture of the strategic port of Mocimboa da Praia, Cabo Delgado Province (CDP) and killed
at least 55 soldiers. In 2021, ISIS-Mozambique attacked the town of Palma for four days, killing
dozens of local civilians and foreign expatriate workers and looting about $1 million from banks.
Also in 2021, ISIS-Mozambique attacked three villages in Quissanga District, CDP, killing 17
civilians.

Strength: ISIS-Mozambique is estimated to have up to 800 fighters.
Location/Area of Operation: Mozambique
Funding and External Aid: Although sources of funding remain unclear, the group has

targeted banks in previous operations. The area’s natural resources — including gas, gems,
timber, and wildlife — present opportunities for fund-raising. In addition, the group has taken



control of food supplies in areas under its control and has captured weapons from government
security forces.

ISIS-West Africa

Aka Islamic State West Africa Province; ISISWAP; Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant-West
Africa; ISIL-WA; Islamic State of Iraq and Syria West Africa Province; ISIS West Africa
Province; ISIS West Africa; ISIS-WA

Description: ISIS-West Africa (ISIS-WA) was designated as an FTO on February 28, 2018. In
2015 a faction of Boko Haram pledged allegiance to ISIS in an audiotape message.

ISIS accepted the group’s pledge, and the group began calling itself ISIS-West Africa. In 2016,
ISIS announced that Abu Musab al-Barnawi was to become the new leader of ISIS-WA.

Activities: ISIS-WA has been responsible for numerous attacks in Nigeria and the Lake Chad
region since 2016.

In 2019, ISIS-WA attacked the convoy of the then-governor of Borno State as it drove from the
capital of Maiduguri to a town near Nigeria’s border with Cameroon, killing as many as 10
people. In 2019, ISIS-WA claimed responsibility for two attacks in western Niger, ambushing
Niger Army soldiers in Tongo Tongo, resulting in 28 deaths, while also attacking Niger security
forces near the Koutoukalé prison that killed 1 soldier.

In 2019, ISIS-WA fighters launched an attack against a military base near Baga in the Lake Chad
area, killing 20 Nigerian and five Chadian soldiers. Also in 2019, ISIS-WA attacked a convoy
of Action Against Hunger (AAH) and Nigerian health ministry employees in northeastern
Nigeria. One AAH driver was killed during the attack, while five persons were taken hostage;
ISIS-WA claimed to have killed four of the hostages by year’s end. Later that year, ISIS-WA
released a video showing the execution of 11 reported Christians and claimed the killings were
revenge for the killing of ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

In 2020, ISIS-WA attacked the convoy of the Borno State governor in northeastern Nigeria,
killing 15 security personnel. Also in 2020, ISIS-WA claimed responsibility for two attacks in
the Monguno and Nganzai areas in northeastern Nigeria, killing 20 soldiers and 40

civilians. ISIS-WA also claimed responsibility for raiding a village in the Gubio area, killing 81
people. Later that year, ISIS-WA fighters kidnapped a humanitarian aid worker and two local
officials at a checkpoint in the village of Wakilti in Borno State.

In 2021, ISIS-WA fighters launched an attack on a military base near the town of Ajiri in Borno
State, killing 5 soldiers, 15 JTF militia members, and 10 civilians, and was responsible for killing
a Nigerian Army general and three soldiers during an attack on the local government area Askira
Uba in Borno State.

Strength: ISIS-WA has an estimated 3,500 members.

Location/Area of Operation: Nigeria and the greater Lake Chad region



Funding and External Aid: ISIS-WA receives funding from local sources, the capture of
military supplies, taxes, and kidnapping-for-ransom payments.

Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin

Aka Jamaat Nosrat al-Islam wal-Mouslimin; Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims; Group
to Support Islam and Muslims; GSIM; GNIM; Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimeen

Description: Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) was designated as an FTO on
September 6, 2018. JNIM has described itself as al-Qa’ida’s official branch in Mali and has
claimed responsibility for numerous attacks and kidnappings since its 2017 formation. That year
the Sahara Branch of al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb, al-Murabitoun, Ansar al-Dine, and the
Macina Liberation Front came together to form JNIM. JNIM is led by Iyad ag Ghali. Multiple
JNIM senior leaders have been killed in recent years, including JNIM’s former second in
command, Ali Maychou, in 2019, senior JNIM commander Bah Ag Moussa in 2020, and senior
leader Abdallaye Ag Albaka in 2021.

Activities: In 2017, JNIM carried out an attack at a resort frequented by westerners outside of
Bamako, Mali, and was responsible for the large-scale coordinated attacks in Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso, in 2018.

In 2018, JNIM claimed responsibility for a suicide attack against an African Defeat-ISIS
Coalition base in Mali that killed at least 6 persons and a truck bomb in a residential complex in
Gao, killing 3 and injuring 30. In 2019, JNIM claimed responsibility for an attack against a UN
base in northern Mali, killing 10 Chadian Peacekeepers and wounding 25 others; an assault on a
Malian military base, killing 11 soldiers; and a landmine under a passenger bus in central Mali,
killing 14 civilians and injuring another 24.

In 2020, JNIM claimed responsibility for an attack against a Malian military camp near the
border with Mauritania that killed 20 members of Mali’s security forces and wounded 5 others
and a March raid on a Malian Army base in the northern town of Tarkint that killed at least 29
soldiers and wounded 5 others.

In 2021, JNIM claimed responsibility for numerous attacks including an April attack on a UN
Peacekeeper camp in northern Mali that killed four Chadian Peacekeepers and wounded 34
others; an October complex IED attack in central Mali that killed 16 Malian soldiers and
wounded 11 others; and multiple smaller attacks on Malian soldiers throughout the year. JNIM
also claimed responsibility for the April abduction of a French reporter working in Mali.

Strength: JNIM is estimated to have between 1,000 and 2,000 fighters.

Location/Area of Operation: Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin, and Niger



Funding and External Aid: JNIM receives funding through kidnapping for ransom and
extortion and from smugglers and traffickers who pay a tax in exchange for permission and safe
transit through JNIM-controlled trafficking routes in Mali.

Jama’atu Ansarul Muslima Fi Biladis-Sudan

Aka Ansaru; Ansarul Muslimina Fi Biladis Sudan; Vanguards for the Protection of Muslims in
Black Africa; JAMBS; Jama’atu Ansaril Muslimina Fi Biladis Sudan

Description: Jama’atu Ansarul Muslimina Fi Biladis-Sudan (Ansaru) was designated as an FTO
on November 14, 2013. Ansaru publicly splintered from Boko Haram in 2012. Since its
inception, Ansaru has targeted civilians, including westerners, and Nigerian government and
security officials. Ansaru purportedly aims to defend Muslims throughout Africa by fighting
against the Nigerian government and international interests. Ansaru claims to identify with Boko
Haram’s objectives and struggle, but it has criticized the group for killing fellow Muslims.

Activities: In 2012, Ansaru kidnapped a French engineer allegedly in response to French
involvement in Mali. In 2013, Ansaru kidnapped and subsequently killed seven international
construction workers.

In 2016 the Nigerian Army announced the capture of Ansaru leader Khalid al-Barnawi. In

2020, Ansaru claimed responsibility for attacking the convoy of the Emir of Potiskum in northern
Nigeria, killing at least 30 Nigerian soldiers. Ansaru did not claim responsibility for any attacks
in 2021.

Strength: Precise numbers are unknown; however, given its narrower scope of
operations, Ansaru’s membership is estimated to be much smaller than that of Boko Haram.

Location/Area of Operation: Nigeria
Funding and External Aid: Sources of funding are unknown.
al-Murabitoun

Aka al-Mulathamun Battalion; al-Mulathamun Brigade; al-Muwaqqi’un bil-Dima; Those Signed
in Blood Battalion; Signatories in Blood; Those Who Sign in Blood; Witnesses in Blood;
Signed-in-Blood Battalion; Masked Men Brigade; Khaled Abu al-Abbas Brigade; al-
Mulathamun Masked Ones Brigade; the Sentinels

Description: Al-Murabitoun was designated as an FTO on December 19, 2013, originally under
the name al-Mulathamun Battalion. Al-Murabitoun was originally part of al-Qa’ida in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) but became a separate organization in 2012 after its leader, Mokhtar
Belmokhtar, split from AQIM. After the split, Belmokhtar threatened to fight against western
interests and announced the creation of the al-Mulathamun Battalion. In 2013 the al-
Mulathamun Battalion and the Mali-based Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (known
as MUJAO) announced that the two organizations would merge under the name “al-



Murabitoun.” In 2015, al-Murabitoun announced a re-merger with AQIM. In 2017 the Sahara
Branch of al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb, al-Murabitoun, Ansar al-Dine, and the Macina
Liberation Front came together to form Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM).

Activities: In 2013, what is now known as al-Murabitoun claimed responsibility for the attack
against the Tiguentourine gas facility near In Amenas, in southeastern Algeria. More than 800
people were taken hostage during the four-day siege, resulting in the deaths of 39 civilians,
including 3 U.S. citizens.

In 2013, al-Murabitoun participated in twin suicide bombings on a northern Nigerien military
base and a French uranium mine in Arlit, Niger. The coordinated attacks killed more than 20
people, including all the attackers.

In 2015, al-Murabitoun claimed responsibility for an attack at La Terrasse restaurant in Bamako,
Mali, that killed a French national, a Belgian national, and three Malians. Al-Murabitoun also
claimed responsibility for the 2015 hotel siege in central Mali that killed 17 people. Also in
2015, al-Murabitoun operatives participated in the strike against the Radisson Blu Hotel in
Bamako, Mali, taking more than 170 people hostage — including U.S. citizens. At least 26
people were killed in the attack, among them a U.S. international development worker.

Al-Murabitoun was reportedly involved in the 2016 AQIM attack on a hotel in Burkina Faso
that killed nearly 30, including a U.S. citizen. In addition, al-Murabitoun claimed responsibility
for a 2017 suicide car bombing at a military camp in Mali that killed more than 47 people and
injured more than 115. In 2018, al-Murabitoun was involved in fighting against French forces in
Mali. Al-Murabitoun did not claim responsibility for any attacks in 2021.

Strength: Precise numbers are unknown.
Location/Area of Operation: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Libya, Mali, and Niger

Funding and External Aid: In addition to the support it may receive through its connections to
other terrorist organizations in the region, al-Murabitoun is likely funded through kidnapping for
ransom and other criminal activities.

al-Shabaab

Aka Harakat Shabaab al-Mujahidin; al-Shabab; Shabaab; Youth Wing; Mujahidin al-Shabaab
Movement; Mujahideen Youth Movement; Mujahidin Youth Movement; al-Hijra; al Hijra;
Muslim Youth Center; the Youth; MYC MYM; Pumwani Muslim Youth; Pumwani Islamist
Muslim Youth Center; Hizbul Shabaab; Hisb’ul Shabaab; al-Shabaab al-Islamiya; al-Shabaab al-
Islaam; al-Shabaab al-Jihaad; the Unity of Islamic Youth; Harakat al-Shabaab al-

Mujaahidiin; Harakatul-Shabaab al Mujaahidiin; Mujaahidiin Youth Movement

Description: Al-Shabaab was designated as an FTO on March 18, 2008. Al-Shabaab was the
militant wing of the former Somali Islamic Courts Council that took over parts of southern
Somalia during the second half of 2006. Since the end of 2006, al-Shabaab and associated



militias have engaged in violent insurgency using guerrilla warfare and terrorist tactics against
the transitional governments of Somalia.

Al-Shabaab is an official al-Qa’ida (AQ) affiliate and has ties to other AQ affiliates, including al-
Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula and al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb. The group’s leader is
Ahmed Diriye, aka Ahmed Umar, aka Abu Ubaidah.

Composed of Somali recruits and foreign terrorist fighters, Al-Shabaab since 2011 has seen its
military capacity reduced owing to the efforts of the African Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM) and Somali forces and to clashes within the group itself. Despite al-Shabaab’s loss
of urban centers since 2012, the group has maintained its hold on large sections of rural areas
throughout Somalia and has conducted attacks in Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, and Djibouti.

Activities: Al-Shabaab has used intimidation and violence to exploit divisions in Somalia and
undermine the Somali government, recruit new fighters, extort funding from local populations,
and kill activists working to bring about peace through political dialogue. The group has claimed
responsibility for several high-profile bombings and shootings throughout Somalia targeting
AMISOM troops and Somali officials. Al-Shabaab has assassinated numerous civil society
figures, government officials, journalists, international aid workers, and members of non-
governmental organizations.

In 2010, Al-Shabaab was responsible for suicide bombings in Kampala, Uganda — its first
attacks outside of Somalia. The attacks, which took place during the World Cup, killed 76
people, including a U.S. citizen. In 2013, al-Shabaab staged a significant attack against the
Westgate Mall in Nairobi, Kenya. The multiday siege resulted in the deaths of at least 65
civilians, including foreign nationals from 13 countries as well as 6 soldiers and police officers.
Hundreds of others were injured. In 2015, al-Shabaab carried out a raid with small arms and
grenades on Kenya’s Garissa University College that killed 148 people.

Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for one of the deadliest attacks against AMISOM troops in
Somalia in 2016. Using a VBIED and small arms fire, al-Shabaab assembled against a Kenyan
AMISOM base and killed more than 100 soldiers. Also, that year, al-Shabaab attempted to
down Daallo Airlines Flight 159 with 74 passengers on board, but only the suicide bomber was
killed in the explosion.

In 2017, al-Shabaab is believed to have conducted a double truck bombing in a Mogadishu
intersection with heavy vehicle and pedestrian traffic that killed more than 500 people and
injured 300 others.

Al-Shabaab was involved in more than 1,000 violent events in Somalia and eastern Kenya in
2019. In 2020, al-Shabaab fighters attacked the United States Armed Forces’ Camp Simba in
Manda Bay, killing 3 U.S. citizens; attacked a Kenya Defense Forces (KDF) convoy with small
arms and grenades in Mandera County, Kenya, killing 1; detonated a car bomb at the gates of the
Elite Hotel in Mogadishu, starting a four-hour gun battle with security official that killed at least
16 people; and claimed responsibility for killing 24 Somali troops in the Afgooye District,
northwest of Mogadishu.



In January a suicide bomber on a motorcycle attacked a Turkish construction company in
Mogadishu, killing at least 5 people and wounding at least 14 others. In April, at least 7 persons
were killed and more than 11 others were injured when an al-Shabaab vehicle exploded outside
of a police headquarters in Somalia’s capital city. In August, al-Shabaab fighters stormed a
military base and recaptured the town of Amara, which it had lost to government forces earlier
that month. In September, al-Shabaab detonated a car bomb at a Presidential Palace checkpoint
in Mogadishu, killing at least eight persons. In November, al-Shabaab was responsible for a
large explosion outside a school in Mogadishu that killed at least eight people, including
students.

Strength: Al-Shabaab is estimated to have between 7,000 and 9,000 members.
Location/Area of Operation: Kenya, Somalia, and Uganda

Funding and External Aid: Al-Shabaab receives enough income to launch attacks throughout
Somalia, including against AMISOM bases and other civilian targets. Al-Shabaab obtains funds
through illegal charcoal production and exports, “taxation” of local populations and businesses,
and by means of remittances and other money transfers from the Somali diaspora (although these
funds are not always intended to support al-Shabaab members).

al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb

Aka AQIM; GSPC; Le Groupe Salafiste Pour la Predication et le Combat; Salafist Group for
Preaching and Combat; Salafist Group for Call and Combat; Tanzim al-Qa’ida fi Bilad al-
Maghrib al-Islamiya

Description: The Salafist Group for Call and Combat (GSPC) was designated as an FTO on
March 27, 2002. The Department of State amended the GSPC designation in 2008, after the
GSPC officially joined with al-Qa’ida in 2006 and al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
became the primary name of the group. Although AQIM remains largely a regionally focused
terrorist group, it has adopted a more anti-western rhetoric and ideology. The group aspires to
overthrow “apostate” African regimes and create an Islamic state. Following the death of AQIM
leader Abdelmalek Droukdel, who was killed in 2020 by French forces, the group chose

Abu Obaida Yusuf al-Annabi as Droukdel’s successor.

Activities: Following AQIM’s 2007 bombing of the UN headquarters building and an Algerian
government building in Algiers, which killed 60 people, AQIM’s northern leadership was
contained to northeastern Algeria, while the group’s southern battalions focused mostly on
kidnapping-for-ransom efforts. In 2011 and 2012, however, AQIM took advantage of the
deteriorating security situation across Libya, Mali, and Tunisia to expand its operations.
Terrorists with ties to AQIM were involved in the 2012 attack on U.S. facilities in Benghazi that
killed U.S. Ambassador to Libya J. Christopher Stevens and three other embassy staff members.
In 2014, AQIM killed 14 Algerian soldiers in an ambush east of Algiers.



In 2015, AQIM claimed responsibility for multiple attacks on UN personnel in Mali that killed
and wounded UN Peacekeepers, and, in cooperation with other terrorist groups, attacked the
Radisson Blu Hotel in Bamako, Mali, taking more than 170 hostages, including U.S. citizens. As
many as 27 people were killed, among them a U.S. international development worker.

In 2016, AQIM carried out an attack on a hotel in Burkina Faso that killed 28 people and injured
56 others. Also in 2016, AQIM claimed responsibility for a strike on a popular tourist beach
resort in Cote d’Ivoire that killed more than 16 people and wounded another 33. In 2017, AQIM
conducted a suicide attack that left more than 50 people dead in Gao, Mali. In 2018, AQIM
claimed responsibility for a vehicle suicide attack on an army patrol in Gao that killed 4 civilians
and wounded 31 others, including 4 French soldiers.

In 2019, AQIM claimed responsibility for an attack on a UN camp in northern Malj, killing 10
Peacekeepers and wounding 25 others. In 2020, AQIM engaged in clashes with Algerian
security forces during sweeping operations in which AQIM primarily used IEDs and small
arms.

AQIM did not claim responsibility for any attacks in 2021.

Strength: AQIM has an estimated 1,000 fighters operating in the Sahel, including Algeria,
northern Mali, southwest Libya, and Niger.

Location/Area of Operation: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Libya, Mali, Niger, and
Tunisia

Funding and External Aid: AQIM members engage in kidnapping for ransom and other
criminal activities to finance their operations. AQIM also successfully fundraises globally and
receives limited financial and logistical assistance from supporters residing in Western Europe.

EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
Abu Sayyaf Group
Aka al Harakat al Islamiyya (the Islamic Movement)

Description: The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) was designated as an FTO on October 8, 1997.
ASG split from the Moro National Liberation Front in the early 1990s and is one of the most
violent terrorist groups in the Philippines. The group claims to promote an independent Islamic
state in western Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago, and elements of the group have ties to
ISIS’s regional affiliate, [ISIS-Philippines.

Activities: ASG has committed kidnappings for ransom, bombings, ambushes of security
personnel, public beheadings, assassinations, and extortion.



