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Preface by Foreign Secretary jeramy Hunt

Three decades ago, the world stood on the brink of the fastest advance of human rights and
demaocracy in modern times, During the annus mirabilis of 1989, the Iron Curtain crumbled befare
our eyes and six European countries seized their liberty.

At that moment, it seemed possible that democracy and liberal vatues would sweep the world, Sure
encugh, another eleven countries would escape from dictatorship by 1999,

But fram the vantage point of today, we know the optimism of that era was misplaced, Since the turn
of the milleanium, the worldwide advance of human rights and democracy has slowed and, in some
respects, gone Into reverse. Freedom House reported that 2018 was the 13th consecutive year of
“global declines in palitical sights and civil libertles,

All this makes it even more important for the Foreign and Commonwealth Dffice ta strive to uphold
the values that define our country. Since becoming Foreign Secretary, | have launched a campaign to
defend media freedom and a review of the s support for
Chrristlans whe suffer persecution because of their faith.

If there is one essentiat quality of an open society, it is the freedom of journalists to hold the
powerful to account without fear of retribution, Yet the overall picture is bleak. in 2018, no less than
99 journalists were murdered around the world, according 10 the United Nations. Another 348 were
Jailed by governments and 60 taken hostage by non-state groups.

tn summer 2019, I will join my Canadian counterpan to host an international conference in London
on media freedom. We have decided that democratic countrles need to stand together to make It a
taboo 1a murder, arrest or detain journalists just for doing their jobs.

Our aim is 1o shine a spotlight on abuses and raise the price for those who would act 1o silence the
media. We can only achieve this if countries with shared values work tegether,

| was deeply disturbed to learn that 215 milllon Christians faced persecution in 2018, according (o a
siudy by the campaign group Open Doors. Christians faced harassment in 144 countries in 2016,
according to the Pew Research Centre, compared with 128 in 2015,

Vam not convinced that our efforts have always been commensurate with the scale of the problem
or the empirical evidence that Christlans ofien endure the greatest burden of persecution. We must
riever allow a misguided sense of political corvettness to Inhibit our response.

S0 | have asked Rt Revd Phillp Mounstephen, the Anglican Bishop of Trure, to conduot an
independent review of the ‘s efforts 1o hefp persecuted
Christtans and repornt back to me in 2019,

In this repon, you will learn about the s efforts 1o promote
human rights and democracy in 2018. You will read of the countries where we have particular
concerns,

In an imperfect world, we will not always be able to respond identically to the same abuses In
different settings, But protecting human rights and safeguarding Britain’'s national values are not
optlanal extras for the . They are part of who we are,

I am determined that British diplomacy will continue to uphold the principes of humanity and
fairness that our eountry has always stood for,

Fareword by Minister for Human Rights Lord (Tarig) Ahmad of Wimbledan, the
Prime Minister's Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion or Belief, and Special
Representative on Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict

Human rights matter because it Is only when our rights are respected that each of us has the
freedom to make the most of our talents and our industry,

| work with a committed team of ministers, oMficlals and diplomats across the globe, all determined
10 extend that freedom and champion the rights of peopie, no matter where they live or who they
are, or what their belief,
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attacked and pepper sprayed by the palice. An opposition-aligned channel suspended broadcasting
tempararily tn February, when the palice refused to offer protection to journalists who were
threatened,

Women continued to be underrepresented In public life Sotial attitudes, poer facilities, and
Beographic isolation contributed to limited education opportunities for girls, pantlcularly in more
remote istands. While primary education levels were generally balanced, there were 112 boys In
secondary education for every 100 girls

During 2018, Maldivian ministers repeated their Intention to resume implementing the death
penalty, In December, the new government voted against a UN (United NatlonsiGeneral Assembly
resalution in support of a moratorium on the death penalty

The UK funded & number of small capacity-building projects focusing on human rights, gender
equality, and building election-monitoring capability in civil society, We worked with the United
Nations Poputation Fund to encourage public debate about gender issuss, and to increase the
tsibility of and recog: for young Maldivian women leaders willing to make Sustainable
Development Goals a reality. We supported a workshop which brought together Maldivian
Jeurnalists and civil soclety ta netwark and share experiences with their regional counterpans, who
had faced similar chalienges on media freedom In the past,

The new president was swomn in 1o office on 17 N ber, and published an ambi 100 day
agenda’ which Included some Important human rights commitments, such as freeing all political
prisoners, subrmitting a Child Rights Protection Act to pariattient, and rejoining the Commonwealth,

which Maldives left in 2016.

In 2019, the UK will work with Internatignal partners to strengthen demacratic institutions, weakened
under the previous government, with a particular focus on parliament, the judiclary, and media. We
will also open an Embassy in Mald, which will significantly improve our ability to support human
rights wark.

Pakistan

The mair human rights concems in Pakistan In 2018 were restrictions on freedom of expresslon and
on chvil society, intolerance towards and disctimination agalnst members of religious and ather
minorities, failure to uphald women and children’s rights, the prevalence of bonded labour, and the
continued Impasition and use of the death penalty. There were paositive developments, Including
strengthened laws aimed at protecting transgender persons, and at tackling human trafficking, More
remained Lo be done to ensure full and effective implementation of human rights legislation,

Electlons in July marked an unprecedented second successive transfer of power from one full-term
civilian govemment o ancther. New legislation made Improvements to the process, incorparating
recommendations from the observers of the 2013 elections, However, a number of terTorist attacks
sought to disrupt voting, including one of the deadltest attacks in Pakistan's history in Mastung,
Balochistan on 13 July, which killed 150 peopile

Freedom of expression and the ability of civil saciety to operate came under Increased pressure
Press freedom was repeatedly challenged, Inctuding through reports of the intimidation of
Journalists. Reports of enforced disappearances of human rights defenders, journalists, and athers
continued. In Octiber, 18 international NGOs were instructed by the Government of Pakistan (3
leave the country, having not been granted registration under a process introduced in 2015

Allegations of discrimination and violence against members of religious minorities continued,
especially against Abmatiyya Muslims and Christians, but also against Hindus, Sikhs and Shia
Muslims. Misuse of the blasphemy laws was frequent, In October, the Supreme Court acquitted Asla
Bibl, a Christlan woman who had been corwicted of blasphemy and sentenced to death In 2010,
There were recurrent reports of forced conversions ta Istam and forced marrlages to Muslim men of
Hindu and Christian women, In May, an Ahmadi mosque In Sialkot was damaged by ant:-Ahmadiyya
protestors. The election law, which places members of minorities on a segregated voter kst
continued to act as a barrier to Ahmadl Mushim voters participating freely in elections, In a positive
step, the Pakistan and India governments opened the Kartarpur Corridor In Navember, allowing
pilgrims 10 access Sikh holy sites in both tndia and Pakistan,

In Pakistan, discrimination and viotence against women and gir's remained comman. Pakistan
ranked 148th out of 149 countries cited in the World Economic Forum 2018 Gender Gap Index, with a
female literacy rate an Just 44%. Despite stronger laws to protect women from violence, including
from *hongur killings'. enforcement remained weak.

Moderm slavery, including bonded and child labour, continued to be a major problem, The Global
Slavery Index 2018 estimated that over three million people were living In modern slavery in
Pakistan. in May, the National Assembly passed anti-trafficking legisiation, UK expert advice heiped
strengthen the legisiation to protect vulnerable members of soclety from exploitation,

Pakistan retained the death penaky for 27 separate offences, Particular concerns remained over
prisoners with mental and physical ilinesses on death row, In February, the National Assembly
passed the Juvenile justice System Act, strengthening the safeguards against minors being tried as
aduhs.
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The use of military courts te try terrorism suspects continued. These courts lack transparency and
are not subject to independent scruting, making it difficult 1o assess thelr compliance with
international standards. There were angoing reperts of the detention of prisoners without trlal, and
ol extrajudiciat killings by the secunity forces,

In May, the National Assembly passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights} Act, banning
discrimination based salely on sexual identity and expression. The government also commitied 1o
providing medicat factlitles, psychaloglcal care, and adult education to the transgender population.
However, homosexuality remained a crime, and lesbian and g2ay persons continued to face
discrimination and the threat of violence,

In 2018, the UK continued to urge Pakistan to Improve the human rights situation for all its citizens,
We engaged with the government, partiamentarians, and civil seclsty across the full range of human
rights issues, including freedom of religlon or belief, modern slavery, freedom of expression, and
abolishing the death penalty British ministers raised concerns about the rights of people belonging
to minarities and modern slavery with the government at a senlor level. UK support facilitated the
registration of 405000 women voters. Projects supparted by the Global Britain Fund sought 1o
improve citizens’ awareness of their constitutional rights and tolerance of diversity. Online
animatinns reached an audience of 45 million, alangside dassroom-based workshops In Sindh and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pravinces.

UK aid continued 10 suppart the Pakistan government in making education more inclusive, including
supporting the enrolment of children with disabilities, entouraging the promotion of tolerance,
Inclusion, and respect for mincrives, and Improving education cutcomes for girls. New interventions
were launched with gevernment and focal cormmunities to promote the rights of children, young
pecple, women, and members of refiglous minoritres and excluded groups. These helped members
of these groups strengthen their control over their own development.

Following the elections, the new Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf governiment committed te establishing
Institutions for the pratection of minarities, tackling Inequality, and guaranteeing press freedoms
The Minisiry of Hurnan Rights, headed by Dr Shiresn Mazart. began work on a range of legislation,
relating related to the rights of members of minorities and of peopie with disabllities, the protection
of children from abuse, improved access 10 justice, and pritection against torture.

In 2019, we will support projects to improve awareness of modern slavery, and to promote religious
tolerance and diversiy. Our Conflict, Stability and Security Fund will continue to help strengthen
democracy and human rights institutlons, and to support the justice systemn become more
accountable to citizens. We will continue to encourage Pakistan ta take the necessary steps towards
meeting its internatianal obligations on human and labour rights in full, In line with its commitmenms
under the EU Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus framework.

Russia

The human rights situation In Russla continued 1o deterlorate in 2018, with abuses of human rights
recorded across the country. Freedom of assernbly, religion or bellel, and expression came under
particular attack,

Protest activity conti d, linked 1o d It econcsmic issues and non-democratic electians, The
authorities responded by further reducing space for protest, Including widesprear viclations of the
right to freedom of assembly. The presidential elections in March saw a coardinated campaign of
harassment targeting opposition activists. During September's regional elections, 1,018 people were
arresied while protesting against penslon reforms.

The use of vague ‘extremism’ laws to crack down on Independent medla and voices critical of the
Russtan government affected many ordinary Russians, There were regular reports of ditizens being
arrested or detained for ‘extremism'’ simply for exercising their right to freedom of speech. Space for
freedom of religion or bellef was consiricted further. jehovah's Witnesses in particular faced further
persecution foltawing their desigration in 2017 as an ‘extremist arganisation’,

The Russian ommunity continued to face a hostle
environment, Russia failed to conduct a credible investigation into the detention, torture, and
reported killings of hamosexual men in Chechnya in 2017. The UK was one of 16 states to invoke the
Organisation far Security and Caoperation in Europe Moscow Mechanism in November, setting up
an independent invessigation, but Russla refused 1o to-operate. The UK publicy called for
international human rights standards to be upheld, and for an #nd 1o discrimination against [GAT

[Lesbian, Gav, Bisexyal Tranggenderipeople.

The aperating environment for NGOs In Russia continued 1o be extremely challenging. Oyub Titlev,
head of the Chechnya division of the human rights = Memarial,
faced long-term detention on drug charges which were widely acknowledged as politically mouvated.
The Minister for Europe and the Americas, Sir Alan Duncan, issyed a statement on 18 January
pressing the Chechen authorities te ensure Mr Titlev's safety and his right 1o a fair trial,

There were numerous repons of torture in prisans and detention centres, attracting an unusual
degree of criticism domestically. A Russlan investigation was set up to assess treatment of prisoners
across the country. Nonetheless, a Russlan journalist who refeased a video of one of the warst
examples of torture was forced to Mlee Russia following harassment.
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