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Human Rights and Democracy: the 2018 Foreign and
Commonwealth OfPce repori

Preface by Foreign 5ecreta’jeremy Hunt

Three decades ago, ihe wana stood an the brink nr the fastest atjance of numan rights and
democracy In modern timen. During the annun mirabllis of 1989. lee mon Curtain ceumbled be’ore
Our eyes and sit European countries seized Urin liberty

At that moment, mi seemed postible that demotracy and liberal values would sweep the world. Sure
enough, anolher eleven countniet would escape from dicoalorship by 1999.

Sut From sne vantage po:n: of today. we know the optmwm ofihat era was mitp!aced S;nce the turn
0’ the m Ilenniur. the wonldewie advance of human nghts ard democrary has slowed ana. in Dame
respens. gone Into reverse Freedom House reported that 2018 was the t 3th consecutrve year at
‘global d eclines in political rights and civil libert ts’.

Ali th’s makes is wien more impanant for the Foreign and Commonwealth Qffice to stnve 10 ophold
the values nat define our country Sance becoming Foreign Seaetary, I have laur,ched a campaign to
defend media freedom and a review of the FCO IForeirn and Commonwealth Ofeireis suppon for
Ch’ntiar.s wbo sutter persecul.cn because of the:r far.h

If there Is one esseniial quality of an open society, it is the freedom at lournalists to hold the
powertul to account withoul fear of retributlon. Vet the overall picture Is bleak. In 2006, no less Iban
99 ournalitts were murdered around the wo’td, accord’ng to the United Natior,s. &nothen 348 wene
;a.led by go’eerrments andEt taken hottage by non-soate groiws.

tn summen 2619. I will 1om ry Canad,an counterpatt 00 host an international conference ifl London
an media freedom. We have decided that democratic countries need to stand together to make le
taboo to murder, arrest or detain ournalitts uot for doing their obs.

Dir aim is to shine a tcctl.gbc on abusee and raise the pr.ce fo’ chose wbo wou’a an to silence the
media. Wc can ony achieve thit if countniet wiln onared values work togethee.

I was deeply disturbed to learn that 21 B million Christians faced persecutlon Ifl 2018, according IDa
sludy by the campaign group Open 000rs. Christians Faced haratsment ifl 044 countnies ifl 2016,
according to the Pew Research Centre, compared with 128 in 2015.

ecol.net s4mmary •
Annu& report on human
rights in oelected caunte;es ifl
2018 sec Chapter 5 for
Individual country chapterol

Countrles:
Afghar’stan. Oahrain.
Bangladesb, Suwndl, Central
African Repab:ic, China,
Colombia. Congo, Pemocralic
Republic. Egypt, Eritrea, Iran,
Iraq, Korea. Democratic
Pecote’s Repubt:c, Libya
Malc’ves. Myarmar. Pakistan,
Russian Federa:.on. Saudi
Arabia, Somal,a, South Sudan,
Srl Lanka, State of Palealine,
Sudan, Syrlan Arab Republrc,
rurkmenistan, Uzbekltlan,
Venezuela. Vemen, Zimbabwe

Lource:
Çro- UK For men and
Commonwealth Ofdire
I/en /no,lrr e/l 1500 htm

Original Pink:
httns /ivn’ew roy uk/rovern
m/n uhi ‘r u,,oncibum an’ricbts.

a
man.riebsn’and.demorrarv.th,
‘200 gjnre,rn’and’rom m onwe
aith.office.rtoog lbtens (ivcww
tov ilk/pnvernmercfoubl raiio
nttbuman.”rbtr.ard de’’orra
cy’ieoon’OOleihuman.eiehts.a
nd.demorracv.lhe.?nl g’fore,c
n-an dm mm onweplih offrre re

lam noe cons:nced that 0w efforot have alwap been mommer,turase w:h the scale of the problem
or the empirical evidence that Chrntlans aften endu’e the greateso burden of persecurior. Wo mutt
rejer allow a r,sguided sefise of poit.cal csrredr,ess to inh.s,t our eecponse.

So I have atked Rt Rev’d Philip Mounstephen. the Anglican Sishop of Truro, to condun an
independent revlew of the FCO fForeien and Coenmonwealtb 019’rcel’t efforlo to help pertecuted
Christians and repon back tone in 2319.

In th:s reporo. you wet: learn about the FCO lForeien and Commonwealth OFfcei’t efforo, to promote
human rights ana demorracy in 2008. Vou will read al the countt,es where we have particular
monceent,

In an imperfea world, we will not alwayo be able to respond identically to the same abutes In
d;tferene tenings Sut protect.ng human r-ghts and safeguarding Etitan 5 naiicna: values are noe
optional estrat for the ÆG Iforeirn and Commonwealth Officel They are pan of who we are

I am determined that fritith diplomacy will continue to uphold the pninciples of humanity and
fairness that our country has always stood for.

orewDrj by M’rister rc- Human Rights Loro rrarq) Abrrsd of Wimb.edon, ce
Prime M,nisters Speciai Envoy on Preedom of Religion Dr Benef. and Special
Re;reser:ative ar Prever:’rg Sexjal Vioence ifl Ccnf’c:

Human rights mateer becaute it is only when our rights are respecoed that each of us has the
freedom to make the m050 at our talento and our indutiry

I work with a c:wmr.ted team of minutters. offuc;als and d.plomats acroes the globe. ali cetermined
to exter.d that freedom and &.ampion the r:ghts of peopie, no mactee wte’e tney Loe or who they
ane, nr what theur bellef,
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attacked and pepper sprayed by the police, An opposition.aligned channel suspended broadcatting
temporarily In February, when the police relused to offer protettion to Jouinatioto mio were
tbrealened

Women contin ued to be undernepresented en pub:c li’e. Sccial attiludes, poor lacGtie,. and
geographic sotaeton contributed to l,m.:ed educatico opponan.t:es for gris, pancularly ifl more
remote blandt White primary educatton eve’s mere gererally haianced. flere were 112 boys 71
secsndaey education to, evety 500 gitls

During 2016, Maldivian ministers repeated oheir intentlon to resume Implementing Che death
penalty In December, Che new government voted against a UN lunded NationstGeneral Asscmbly
reuciution in oupporv vri moratorium on the death penalty

The UK funded a number of small capacity-building projects focusing on human rights. gender
equal ry, and bu’ding eiecs:oi’moritonng caoab:lily ifl cwd 000ety We wnked wah the United
Nailons Population Fund to encourage public drbate about gender issues, and to increase the
visibility or and recognilion for young Maldivian women leaders witling to make Sustalnable
Development Goalo a reality. Wt supportrd a workshop whlch brought together Maldivlan
ournatiots and civil society to neuwork and share esperlences with their regional counterparvs. who
had faced sinilar dullenges an media freedon ifl the pete

The new president was sworn in to ofrice on 17 November. and publ:shed an arrbitious 100 day
agenda wt,ich ,nduded some -mportant human r’gh:, som,’, :merts. audi an freeng ell pociical
prlsonrrs. submitting Child Rights Protrctlon Act to pailiament, and rejoining the Commonwealth,
whlch Maldives left in 2016.

In 2019, the UK will work with Internatronal partners to otrenglben democratlc Insteutiono, weakened
under the prewous goverrmrrt. mai a parlinalar fo-:us on par .ament. the Jjoiclary. and media. We
wll aho open an Embaosy in Male, which will oigniricant’ improve our abilny to tuppon human
r’gbts wo’k.

Pakistan

The main human rights concerns In Pakistan In 2018 were restrictlons en freedom cl evpression and
on civil society, intolerance towarda and discrinination aga’nst members vI religious ar.d oiher
minorities. fartare to uphold moren and ntldren’t rights, the prevalerice of bonded !abou,-. and the
continued Impooltion and use of the death penalty Therr were pos!twe devetopmento. ncluding
,trenglherwd taws amed et pntecting tranogender persons. and at tack’ng human traffokirg Store
iemained to be done to ensure full and effectlve Implementation of human rights legislation.

tlectiono in july marked an unprecedenred second auccessive transfer of power from one fullierm
civilian government to another. New legislatlon made lmprovements to the procets, incorpnrating
necommendattons tro’r the observers cl the 2013 e’et.ons Howesrr. a number or terto’ot anaces
,ough: to dsrupt vot.ng. in:tudirg one of tie deadlrest a:tacka in Pakistan, hisrory in Masour.g.
Baloti.ttan on t 3 Ju’y. whicb kited 150 people.

Freedom of raprestion and the ability of civil society to operate came under lncreaoed presture.
Press freedom was rrpeatedly challenged, Including through reporto oF the intimidelion oF
journatistt. Reports of enlorced disappearances oP human rights defenders, journaliult, and others
continued In October, 18 international NGCs mere instrutted by the Government of Pakistan to
leave tie touD.lry. havirg not beer granted registraton Lnder 8 proceso introcuced in 201S.

Æilegatisrm cc discr,minatron and vrolence against membero of rei’grous minoritie 5 conein ued,
especially against Ahmadiyya Muslims and Christians, bue atso againsi Hrndus, Sikhs and Shia
Mutlims. Misuse of the blatphemy Iaws was frepuent. In Onober, the Suprerre Coun ecquittrd Asia
Bibi, a Chnistlan woman ebs had been convicoed of blatphemy and sentenced to death In 2010.
There were recurrent reports of forced converslons to slam and forced marriages to Muslim men ol
Hindu and Christian women In May, an Abmadl mosque in tialtos was danuged by antl-Ahmaditya
peole500rs. The etectron law, which piaces membe., or m:ncrities on a segregaled voter ltr.
continued to act an a barrier to M’madi Muskm votem oanicipating freely in etections. Ina positive
step. the Pakistan and lrdia g,vernments tpened the Karartur Corridor in November. allvwrg
pilgrims to accest SiN, holy sites In both India and Pakistan,

tn Pakistan, distrimination and violance against women and giris remalned common. Pakistan
ranked 1 4Bth aut al 149 countries cited in the World Economic Forum 201 a Gender Gap Index, with a i
female Inenaty rate at ;uut 33%. Desoite suonger lava to protea women from volence. includng
rrom tonour kiltings’. enrorcement remained weak.

Py odem slavery, induding bonded and child labour, coneinued to ic a major problem. Wc Gt’bal
5lavery Indea 2018 estimated that over three mIllion people were Irving in modern slavery in
Pakistan, Ifl May, the National M,embly passed anti.traffickrng legiulation, UK eapen advice hrlped
strengehen the legislation to protect vulnerable members vI society from esploitatlon

Pakistan retained the death oerafty for 2? separate oNencec Partcular corcmns reme;ned over
prisoners woh mental and physital iltnesses on death row. Ifl February. the National Assembly
paesed the uvenile Just;ce System An, s:rengohemng the safeguards aganso m.norl being tnied an
ad ulta
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The use oP military couns to try ternorism suspects continued. These couns lack transparency and
art not subject to independent scrutiny. making it dtfflcult to attest their compliance with
international standard,. There wrre ongoing repcrts of the detenston ar prhoners without trial, and
or ertra1jd;ctal k:ttngs by the secunly force,

In May the National A,semb passed tre Transgender Persons (Proterlion oP Rghzt Act. bann:rg
discrimtnation based soleiy an seaual idtnttty and expretsion. The government also sommitted to
prostding medical facitities, psychologicat care, and adult education to the transgender poputarion.
However, homosexuatity remalned a crime. and leobian and gay perton, conotnued to face
distrimination and the tbreat oP viotence.

in 2018, tht UK continued to urge Pakistan to mprove the human rights situation for alt los ciltueno
Wc engaged w.th the government. parsanertartano. and civil sooety across mc lut rarge at human
rights iasues, Inciuding Ireedom oP religion ar betief, modern stavery, freedom of exprestion, and
aboiishing the death penalty. British ministers raised concerns about the rights oP people betonging
to minorittes and modern stavery with the government at a senior levet UK suppon racititated the
registration at 305000 women voters. Projects tupported by the Global Brtcain Fund soughr to
improve citlreno awa’rness cC fine constititional rtgbts and toterance ar dreer,tty CrC.ne
aniTnatlons reached an ajd,ence or4S m;llion. alongsidr ctasoroorr,baoed workshops in S;ndh and
Khyoer PakhtLnenwa provinces

UK aid conrinued to support the Paktstan government in making edutation more inclusive, inciuding
supporting the enrolment oP chirdren with disabilities, encouraging the promotion oP toterance,
inctusion, and respect (ar minorttteo. and improvlng educatton outcomeo far gtrts. New interventions
wete taaq:hed with governmers and total com.mjn tie, to prorote the rights ol midten, young
peop’e. women, and members of relig:ous m:norateo and eaclLtea groups. These ne’ped member,
oP these groupn strengihen shes control over the’r oven dnvelopment.

Fotlowing the etecttons, the new Faktotan Tehreek.e-tnsaaf government committed to esrabtishtng
institutions for the protettion of mlnonitieo, tackting ineqtiality, and guaranteeng press freedoms,
The Miniotry oP Human Right,, headed by Dr Shrreen Mazari, began work on i Tange oP legistation,
relatsng related to the rights oP members oP minotities and of peop’e walt dsab.s:les. the protec1t—n
al chi!dren from abuse. tmprcvtd accees to justice, and proteolort agatnot tortuye.

tn 2019. we will suppoet projens to lmprose awarenest of modern etavety, and to promote reltgiou,
totrrance and diversity Dur Confitu. Stablitty and Securlty Fund will continue to hetp strengthen
democracy and human rightt institution,, and to support the justice system become more
accountable to citizens. Wc will continue to encourage Pakistan to takt the neceslary steps towards
meet’ng its international obt.gations an human and about r’ghss in Cuti, In lire with ts cootmamerat
unde the tU Generaloed S:heme er Preferenoes Plus Framework

Russia

The human rights situation In Ruosia continued to deeeriorate in 2018, with abuset of human rights
recorded arrest the country Freedom oP ao,embly, religion or belief, and eapresuion samt under
pantrutar attack.

Protest au’v ry continued, nked to domestac econom.: utues and non-demesratir dccci on& The
aulnotities responoed by tunher reaucing tpane for protest. lndudtng widespread violations oP the
right to Freedom of assembly. The presidentiat etectlons ifl March save a coordinated campaign oP
haratoment targeting opposition activistt, During Septembero regional electiono, 1,018 people were
arnested while prote,ting against pension reforms.

The sat cC vague ‘eetrem;sm’ tavs to orack down on :ndependent media and voices crtt.cat oP the
Russian government a’fected many ordtnary Russians. There were regule’ reportt al ottuens beng
atrested on dttained fur ‘essrembm’ simply for etercising their right to freedom or speech. Spare ror
freedom oP rtligion or belief was constticted funher, jehovah’s Witnesses in particutar faced further
persecutton foltowing thelr designatlon In 1017 at an ‘ettremist organisation’.

The Russttn kG8 I —ebian Gav Btseauai Tranve—rdertccn.munisy conttnued to tase a hostile
envtronment Rutota faed to conduci a credible tnvestigat:on inro int detentwn. tonure. and
reponed tollings cC homosesual men in Chechnya in 20t7 The LK was one one otate, to nvoke the
organsatton ror Securiry and Cooperation in Europe Mostow Mecnanium in November. setting up
an indtpendent investigation, but Russia refused to cooperete The UK publicly salled ror
international human righta standard, to be uphetd, and ror an end to discrimination egalnst LEI
ttrsbian Gav. eisesual Transeenderipeopie.

The operatirg environment far NCCs ni Rusota ronttnued to be eatreme, :hallcrgrg Ofub T trev.
head oP the Cbechnya division oP the human rights NOD lNcn-Governmentat Cman.saticntMemor-al.
faced long-tern detention an dmg onarges eDith were wierty a:knovsiedged as polit.calty mostvaied.
The Minister ror Europe and the Americas. Sir Alan Duncan. issued a statement en 18 januaiy
pre,uing the Chechen authorities to enture Mr Titievt sarety and his right to a rair trial,

Thera were numerous reporos oP torture In prisons and detention centre,, artracoing an unusuai
degree cC crttioum domeoricay. A Rtnt:an trvestgat,on was set Lp to attest tteatment oP prsonem
acrosg the country Nonethelets. a Russian journalist who reteased a vdto oT OM oP the worst
e’amp’es oP tonure was Porcea to fies Rsno’a fo”awing harasurtem.
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