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January 22, 2020

Open letter about threats to
Iranian journalists in six EU
countries and US

IRAN MIDDLE EAST - NORTH AFRICA CONDEMNING ABUSES PROTECTING JOURNALISTS

WOMEN INTERNET VIOLENCE

The international press freedom NGO Reporters
Without Borders (RSF) is alarmed about threats to
Iranian journalists (and Iranian journalists with a
dual nationality) who are based outside of Iran
working for the Persian-language services of
international media outlets or for Iranian exile media

outlets in the countries where they live.
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RSF therefore reminds you, the leaders of six European nations
(France, United Kingdom, Germany, Netherlands, Czech Republic and
Sweden) and the United States, that you have a duty to protect Iranian
journalists living in your countries, and urges you to intercede directly
with the Iranian government to defend the fundamental right to news

and information.

Iran’s media, which are subject to close government control, have
refrained from covering major domestic events, including the massive
anti-government protests in many of the country’s cities that began last
November.

At the same time, in reaction to these protests and to international
coverage of events in Iran, the Iranian government has stepped up its
threats against Iranian journalists abroad working for the Persian-
language services of the BBC (https://www.bbc.com/persian?
utm_ source=gooya&utm_ campaign=gooya_ frontpage_bbcpersi
Voice aof America (VOA (https://ir.voanews.com/?
utm_medium=paid-
ads&utm__campaign=homepage&utm_source=gooya)),
Radio Farda (https://www.radiofarda.com/) (Radio Free
Europe), DW (http://www.dw.com/fa-ir/%D8%AF%D9%88%
DB%8C%DA%86%D9%87-%D9%88%D9%84%D9%87-%D9%
81%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C/s-9993) (Deutsche
Welle), RFI (http://fa.rfi.fr/) (Radio France Internationale), and
Radio Zamaneh (https://www.radiozamaneh.com/), and for
privately-owned Iranian exile media such as the Iran international
(https://iranintl.com/) and Manoto TV
(https://www.manototv.com/) channels and the Kayhan
London (https://kayhan.london/fa/) and IranWire
(https://iranwire.com/fa) news websites.

This site uses cookie to offer you a better browsing experience. ~ Accept () |

TnAd Ak vmava (an lanal-A)

https://rsf.org/en/news/open-letter-about-threats-iranian-journalists-six-eu-countries-a... 16-04-2020



https://rsf.org/en/news/open-letter-about-threats-iranian-journalists-six-eu-countries-a...

Side 3 af 5

The Islamic Republic wants to silence these media outlets, which are
the only independent news sources for many Iranians. The ministry of
intelligence openly targeted one of these outlets, Iran International, in
a 30 November statement (http://www.vaja.ir/Portal/home/?
news,/290551/290669/293449/%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AE%
D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B5-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%
87-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%
D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%
A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%
D9%86%D8%B4%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%84), announcing “the
confiscation of the property of [its] journalists and contributors” and

describing them as “enemies of the Islamic Republic” and “terrorists.”

The threats against Iranian journalists abroad have taken the form of
cyber-attacks, insults and intimidation on social media. Journalists
working for London-based media have even been threatened with

“abduction on the street and forced return to Iran.”

The Iranian authorities also pressure these journalists by harassing
their close relatives still in Iran, who are called in for questioning by the
intelligence services. These relatives then contact the journalists by

email or via social media to report what happened to them.

Revolutionary Guard plainclothesmen arrested Alireza Alinejad, the
brother of journalist and women’s rights activist Masih Alinejad, on 26
September. “They took him hostage in order to silence me,” she said, at
the same as she posted video (https://en.radiofarda.com/a/anti-
hijab-activist-releases-video-sent-by-her-brother-before-his-

arrest-in-iran/30191341.html) footage filmed before his arrest in
which he reported that he and his parents were being pressured to

publicly condemn her activities.
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An Iranian journalist based in France who asked not to be identified
said there has been a significant increase in harassment, including
death threats, in the past two months. “While we’re cutting your throat,
we’ll take a story from you and put in on your webpage,” one message
said. Another said: “When we’ve killed you in a horrible fashion, the

others will understand and will shut up for ever.”

BBC journalist Farnaz Ghazizadeh tweeted

(https://twitter.com/BBCFarnaz/status/1198218504597647366)

on 23 November: “My 73-year-old father has been summoned and
questioned by Iranian authorities in relation with my sister and myself
working for the media outside Iran. Our families are under pressure

just because we are journalists.”

Mojtaba Pourmohsen, a London-based journalist working for Iran
International, told The Times newspaper that intelligence officials had
called his 75-year-old father and younger sister in for questioning:
“They told them to tell me to resign in a week and come back
to Tehran. They said that if I don’t resign, they will go to
London and return me to Iran
(https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/iran-threatens-to-

snatch-farsi-reporters-from-british-soil-5vqk7rq7v).”

According to RSF’s tally, around 200 Iranian journalists living outside
Iran (mainly in Europe and the United States) have received harassing

messages, of which around 50 have been death threats.

RSF calls on you, the leaders of the host countries, to explicitly
condemn such behaviour, which endangers press freedom, to defend
the fundamental right to news and information and to provide
threatened journalists with physical protection. RSF also urges all
journalists who have received threats to report them to the authorities

in the country where they live, and asks the media they work for to
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Iran is ranked 179th out of 180 countries in RSF’s 2019 World Press
Freedom Index (https://rsf.org/en/ranking).

This site uses cookie to offer you a better browsing experience. ~ Accept () |

TinAd miit vmara (M an laanl-A0

https://rsf.org/en/news/open-letter-about-threats-iranian-journalists-six-eu-countries-a... 16-04-2020



	iran831
	Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale

	831. 200427 - Iran. Reporters without borders. Open letters about threats to Iranian journalists in six EU countries and US. Udigvet 22. januar 2020

