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- Country Information and Policy Unit
Q The Country Information and Policy Unit conducted a fact-finding mission to
P Turkey between 17-23 March 2001. The purpose of the mission was {0 verify and

update information contained in the October 2000 Turkey country assessment,
which follows, and to collect additional information to assist in the determination of

asylum applications in the United Kingdom.

The report of the fact-finding mission, incorporating other material that has
become available in the meantime, will be published on this site as soon as it Is
finalised. A comprehensive country assessment inco both of the above

documents will be preduced in the normal way in October 2001.
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| SCOPE OF DOCUMENT

1.1 This assessment has been produced by the Country Information & Policy Unit,
immiaration & Nationality Directorate, Home Office, from information cbtained from
a vanety of sources.

1.2 The assessmenl has been prepared for background purposes for those
involved in the asylum determination process. The information it contains is not
exhaustive, nor is it intended lo catalogue all human ri violations. It
concentrates on the issues most commonly raised in asylum s made in the
United Kingdom.

13 The assessment is sourced throughoul. It is intended to be used by

caseworkers as a signpost to the source material, which has been made available

g: lhe::: The vast majority of the source material is readily available in the public
omain.

1.4 It is intended to revise the assessment on a 6-monthly basis while the country
remains within the top 35 asylum producing countries in the United Kingdom.

1.5 An electronic copy of the assessment.has been made.available. to the following
organisations:

Amnestﬂntemaﬁonal UK

- Immigration Advisory Service

Immigration Appellate Authority

Immigration Law Practitioners' Association

Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants

JUSTICE

Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture
Refugee Council

Refugee Legal Centre

UN tiigh Commissicner for Refugens
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| Geography

Il GEOGRAPHY

| 2.1 Turkey covers an area of 301,000 square miles, and has (1999) an estimated CARTRARR
¢ &opulaﬁon of 84.4 million. It is a passage land between Europe an Asia, boasting  :Getting
nd frontiers with Greece, Bulgaria, Armenia, Georgia, the Nakhichevan Immigration

Autonomous Republic (Azerbadljan), Iran, Iraq and Syria. The west, the richest and '“w"“w
most densely populated part of Turkey, looks towards the Aegean and -« —cam
Mediterranean seas and is very conscious of ils links with Europe. However, in v Appoals
culture, racial origins and ways of life, there are frequent reminders that Turkey's v Recruitment in
geographical situation makes it primarily a part of Asia. [1, 4] IND
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: »} il See also “The Kurds" (chapter Vi) for Kurdish history.

1 Getting
POLITICAL HISTORY v
b Application
3.1 Turkey was fo part of an empire ruled by a Sultan, with its capital in e
Istanbul and his territories siretching from the Persian Gulf to Morocco, including  , gecruitment i
most Arab regions and much of south-eastern Europe. Howaver, following the IND
collapse of the Ottoman Empire after the First World War, the National Assembly  rLatest &
deciared Turkey a Republic and elected Mustafa Kemal (later known as Alatﬁﬂc{ information

President in October 1923. [1] »Personalised {-)

3.2 Modern Turkey is largely the creation of that one man, Atatirk. His
achievement was to salvage the Turkish state from the wreckage of the Ottoman
Empire and to define it as a modern secular nation. He vigorously pursued a
radical campaign of far-reaching reform and modernisation, including the

womenandmeenoouragememofEumpeancuNureandteohn . He died in
1038, and was succeeded as President by Ismet Inond who, after orid War |l
took steps to liberalise Atatirk’s autocratic regime. In 19850 the newly founded
Democratic Party, led by Adnan Menderes, won Turkey's first free ion,
However, the Menderes government was overthrown by a military coup in May
1960 on the grounds that it had betrayed Atatirk's principle of secularism, and
Menderés was subsequently executed. A new constitution was adopted in October
1661 and this lasted until March 1871 when widespread unrest caused the armed
forces to demand and obtain the resignation of the government led by Suleyman
Demirel. The return to democracy in 1973 coincided with the oll crisis, which hit
Turkey hard. In July 1674 Turkey invaded Cyprus and occupied the northern third
if the isiand. In Turkey several inconclusive elections in the 1970s resulted in a
series of unstable coalitions which attempted to govern in circumstances of

pressing economic difficulties and rising political violence between right and left- ‘
wing groups. This violence came to a climax in December 1878 in the south
eastern part of Karamanmaras when 100 people were killed and 1,000 injured )

during the days of rioting and violence. The government responded by imposing
martial law in thiteen provinces. (1]

3.3 On 12 September 1980 the armed forces, led by General Kenan Evren, Chief
of the General Staff, seized power in 3 bloodless coup. Martial law was declared
throughout the country and the new government succeeded in reducing the level
of political violence and in restoring law and order, but at the expense of
compromising or suspendin%;nany democratic freedoms. A new Constitution was
adopted in 1982. The 1983 neral Election was won by the Motheriand Party
SANAP) and its leader Turgut Ozal was accordingly appointed Prime Minister.

ver, November 1987 saw the re-appearance in Parliament of the moderate
feft-wing Social Demociatic Party (SHP) and the roneervative True Path Party
(DYP), led by the former Prime Minister, Suleyman Deniirel, Ozal became
President on 31 October 1989 and appointed Yildinm Akbulut, his successor, as
Prime Minister. (1]

3.4 ANAP's popularity declined during 1990 and 1991 and there were a number of
ministerial resignations. The general election of 20 Oclober 1891 was won by the
veteran politician and Prime Minister, Suleyman Demirel, and the DYP. Having
failed lo win an absolute majority he was obliged to seek a coalition with the SHP,
which had itself emerged fram the alection in third place behind ANAP. {1]

3.5 Controversial and outspoken Ozal ernised the Turkish economy and
raised Turkey's international status. After Ozal died from a heart-attack in April
1002 Nemirel was elected as Presidenl. Mrs Tansu Ciller. oreviouslv Economics
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@ Minister, was elected Chairman of the DYP in place of Demirel in early June, and
became Turkey's first woman Prime Minister. 1]

3.6 In foreign affairs Giller sou UnmlionofaUnmdNaﬂonspeace-keepmg

force in Azerbaijan and a role kaeylnﬂerNeﬂmmmefomerugoslavia.

InJuly19943mund1.455kaishmrswaedepbyedmaosnhand

He ha,butwellamyfromSerbhes.anctobeHmTu reluctantly
loheextettsionofUNsancﬁonsagamtlmq.butoon to advocate a

removal of the embargo. 1)

3.7 In September 1895 Deniz Baykal was elected leader of the Republican
People's Party (CHP) al its first convention following unification with the SHP.
Within two weeks the coalition coll after Mrs r resigned in the aftermath
of severe economic difficulties. [1,4{2)]

3.86enemle|ectionswereheldon24December1995.Theyleﬂmfeeparﬁes-
Refah (pro-islamic Welfare Party), DYP and ANAP - with vote shares on or around
20%. Over two months of discussions followed as the leaders of these three
parties in turn tried to reach t on the terms for a coalm:mvemment.
On 6 March 1996, ANAP and YP announced formation of a m coalition.
C BulmeUadinnaltemionsbetweenmeMocenMgucoalubnpanbs.made
worse by the intense antagonism batween their respective leaders, effectively
) ﬁs:(l%d in a paralysed government by late April. The coalition ended on & June.
Ma

3.9 President Demirel invited Necmettin Erbakan, as leader of the largest party
(Refah), to tr;to form a government. Talks with the DYP resuited in the formation
of a Refal/DYP majority coalition in July 1098, Professor Erbakan was Turkey's
first Islamist Prime Minister; Mrs Ciller was Depu Prime Minister and Fo
Minister, and was due to take over the premie in mid-1898. Refah and DYP
shared the Ministerial portfolios. [1,4(a)]

3.10 Erbakan’s DYP-Refah coalition government beganbgglaagely following
iraditional Turkish secularist policies. However, in early 1997 Erbakan attempted

to introduce a number of measures seen as anti-secularist by the National
Security Council (NSC) such as lifting the ban on wearing headscarves in public
workplaces and building mosques in secularist strongholds. These policies
disturbed the largely secularist establishment and on 28 February 1997 led the
National Security Council (NSC) to 1;::’eod'.ace a list of action points, which was
subsequently agreed by Erbakan. measures were designed to maintain
Turkey's secularist siate and weslern orientation. On 26 April the NSC reinforced
their message. Meanwhile, the coalition was also damaged by a series of

' scandals following a car crash in Susurluk in November 1896 which revealed links

between the Government, hit squads and organised crime. [2(c)(d).4(a)]

3.12 On 29 June President Demirel approved Yilmaz's coalition governmenl.

ANAP's coalition partners were the DSP (Democratic Left Party) and the DTP

g)emocralic Turkey Party). Although outside the coalition, the CHP (Republican
eople's Party) supported the government in parliamentary votes. [2(0%).4(8)]

3.13 Yiimaz's government was forced lo resign after losing a vote of confidence in
e Grand Nationat Assembly o 25 Novembter 400P over ollegatione of corruption
in the sale of the state owned Tirkbank. [zapm),%(b The motions of censure had
been brought against the government bleD (True Path Party) and the
government's former supporters, the CHP (Republican People's Party). [30(e)(N)
On 2 December 1998 President Demirel appointed Bulent Ecevit er of the
DSP (Democratic Left Party)] Prime Minister designate and asked him to form a
government. [30(g)] Ecevit failed to form a government and handed the mandate
hack a few weeks later. [53(a)) Demirel next chose Yalim Erez, the trade minister,
‘T‘) to form a government, but he was also unsuccessful, returning the mandate in
il early January. {30(h).40(f)] Bilent Ecevit then returned and created a minority
government of the DSP with the support of the DYP and ANAP. The government
won a vole of confidence on 17 January 1998 and governed until the elections in
April 1999. [11(j)(k),33(h)]
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the
emergency. atllu.inSaﬂanba1997.ﬂaeﬂ1enPﬁmeMimsta’MesutYﬂmazand
hisDeputyBiHaMEoevItvbibdﬁnsmnheastandpledgaddevdopmemmfme
region.MeethghSlktforﬂ\eﬁstmhwmm,lheGAP(Swmeasm
AnamnaProjed)NgheouncﬂundermmakmanszofudemeNNnW
aﬂproved various measures that will provide incentives for reviving and
strengthening the econom in eastern and southeastern provinces.
measures included the building of a university in Siirt. [11{g)(h).60]

3.15 Refah (Welfare Party), an Islamist and a partner in the previous
ooalitiongovemmen}.wasdosedbya stitutional Court ruling on 16 January
1998.Thememsmefahwasmamhadbeoometmwpoirnofanﬁ«
secular activity. former members of Refah, including some 100 former Refah
Assembly deputies, joined a new Islamist Pgrouplng, Fazilet (Virtue Party), which
wasfomethocembeMBO?bg;(mwﬂ pteidnandwhtd\becamethelarge&
&anyinpadiament [1@).2&%)‘@). a),ﬁ]lemdmvmePartyls
ecal Kutan. In October 1988, an court upheld a State Security Court
decision to sentence the Refah sMayoroﬂstanbul.TayyipErdogn.tnw
monthslnprisonforreadmgaraligbuspoematarallymoembu1 7. The
senlenoealSOpreventedErdoganfromhddhgmelecﬁveofﬁcefuaﬂeastm
years. Erdoganhadbeenseenasafumrehaderoﬂudmy‘s Islamic movement.
[5(e),27,28(b),386]

3.16 The Virlue Party contested the April 1999 national and local elections, and,
while not doing as well as anticipated, still polied 15% of the vote (see below),
However, at the opening session of parliament a Virtue Party depu%fMawe
Kavakci.triedloweafaheadscaﬁ.oonMrytomeoodeofoonMd public
servanls.EvensomeVlrtuedeputiesviemd this as an unwise and unnecessarily
confrontational acl. Kavakci was subsequently stripped of her Turkish citizenship
for applying for US citizenship without permission from the Turkish government
and did not take her seat in parliament. Kavakei's actions became part of the®
evidence quoted b the Chief State Prosecutor in June 1999 when he applied to
the Constitutional tol'uaveﬂ-sewmePaﬂybannedonthebaslslhatitwas
anti-secular and merely a continuation of the banned Refah Party. The
Constitutional Court is expected to announce its decision in autumn 2000. [30&00)]
See "Freedom of Political Association” and "Ereedom of Religion" (chapter Vi) for
urther details on Virtue and the headscarf issue).

3.17 An assassination a&emﬂ was made against Akin Birdal, the president of the
Human Rights Association %BD) on 12 May 1998. He survived being shol six
times in he chest and leg. shooting came after the media reporied
accusations b{' a captured PKK commander linking him to the outlawed terrorist
organisation. 12(9‘)).28(c).40(c)] in December 1999 the Ankara State Security
Court sentenced 10 people and acquitted six others for the attempted murder of
Birdal. A former Jandarma sergeant, the presumed ringleader, and one other man
accused of ordering and nising the attack both received 18 year sentences.
The two men who at B! received sentences of 19 and 12 years
respectively, and two others received 19 and 10 year sentences for establishing a
gang (the “Turkish Vengeance Brigade”) to commit the crime. {5(f),29] In October
1998, an appeals court upheld a one-year jail sentence for Birdal, who had been
charged with "openly inciting public enmity and hatred” by making a distinction
between Turkish people and Kurdish ﬁeokle in a 1996 speech, His sentence was
confirmed by the General Council of the Appeal Court. He was imprisaned on 3
June 1999, to serve 10 months and 3 days. He was released in September 1989
an medical grounds, hut an 28 March 2000 he was sent back to prison in Ankara
fof e remaming six months of his sentence afiar 2 State medical instinite reiecied
a report that he was unfil to spend more time in jail. As a legal consequence of his
imprisonment he resigned as both leader and member of the IHD. [S(e&.ﬂ(g).so
(v),35,62(a)] In another case against Birdal the Court of Appeals annulled a one
Lear sentence passed against him centred around a speech he made in 1995.

owever, the Adana State Security Court re-adopted the one year imprisonment
verdict in December 1988. [12(g),30(c)] Birdal has appealed again. In a separate
case, Birdal was in November 1998 acquitted by Ankara State Security Court of
helping a separatist terrorist organisation in 2 speech in a meeting held in Rome in
April 1997. [30(d)]

13.18 Two developments reportedly affected the effectiveness of the PKK in its fight
against the Turkish authorities. On 17 September 1998 the formerly warring_

Side 3 at'6
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Kurdish parties in !raqlKudistan-MasoudBmﬂ‘sKudlstanDemocratbPany
@ (KDP) and Jatal Talabanis Patriotic Urion of Kurdistan (PUK) pledged. in 8 peace
accord si in Wash , to drive the PKK from areas un their control. The

open

two Iraqi Kurdish veered from temporary alliance to war ever
since Talabani s mu\eKDPmoremmZOyearsago.lnma the KDP
has assisted the Turkish forces in damﬁng down on the PKK, while Turkey has
accused the PUK of providing support for the PKK. [11(1).54(a)]

3.19Followhgheighmdmlilaytembnbemmmewmmmbs.mme20
chw19%5yrhndeuddshMMhmmsigdent
underwh!deyriareoogrdsedthePKKasamodstmgmisaﬁoﬂ. not to
toletataPKKactMﬂesonﬂsﬁenﬁorymdtohandwermﬂwTwldsthes
anyPiG(mBitantssﬁHresidingtnSyﬂa.ThePiO(hadpmioyslymponedly
maintaineditsheadqummnnlnwﬂngmmhmumsm
controlied Bekaa Vall hLabenon.[Z(s)]Desmereportedmw\eslnlhe
implementation of the ent, overall Turkish officials stated that they
regarded Syria as trying to ide by its terms. [30(k)(1)]

3.20 The most publicised rewltofmetens!onbetwmmtkey and Syria was the
expulsion from Syria of the PKK's leader, Abduliah lan, on 9 October 1998.
Following his expulsion he unsuccessfully attempted to claim asylum in several
. European countries before being apprehended in Kenya and flown to Turkey.
. Ocalan initially sought, after his expulsion, to distance himself from the actions of
biis’) the PKK, while a struggle was reported to replace him as leader of the PKK.
= [21(b).43(d).55(8§.591

4.21 The forcible return of Abdullah Ocalan to Turkeéuin mid-F 1999 was
markedbypub!icpmlestsbyhbsuppabrSauoss rope and isol protests
in Turkey, many of which became violent. The unrest initially fed to another round
ofarrestsofHADEPmmbersandaseriesofbombings by the PKK across
Tudrlgg.AodebraﬂonofmeKmﬁlshNewYearh the Gazi district of istanbul

ended in violence after a large group ned banners and began shouting
s!ogans’.Foupolioeoﬂioet'sandone trator were shot when the police
iried to intervene. 725 people.were detained..{33(j),40(g),30{g9)]

3.22 Fallowing the of Ocatan a small chairmanship council began running
the PKK, although an was confirmed as leader despite his detention. [59
(a),46(d)] At the start of March 1999 divergent views were expressed by the
political and military wings of the PKK, with the former announcing that actions
would 1ake place in a democratic framework while the latter called for "total war”
and an escalation of military actions. [46(e)(T),65(a)] However, throughout June
1999 the PKK began to fall in line behind the calls for peace which an had
‘ made during his trial which began on 30 April 1989. [11(s)] The PKK's manifesto

would henceforth be to work towards a peaceful and democratic solution to the

- “Kurdish problem”, atthou?h “active defensive positions” would be maintained. In

) mid-July 1998 the ARGK (military wing of the PKK) announced that guerrilla

' actions would halt until further orders were received. [62(c)d)].

3,93 Ocalan was convicted of treason and on 29 June 1999 sentenced to death.
(11(1)] His lawyers have agxaealed to the European Court of Human Rights. [30(cc)
()] On 2 August 1899 Ocalan, through his fawyers, made a statement calling on
the PKK to “end the armed struggle as of 1 September 1999, and withdraw its
forces outside the borders for the sake of peace”. [30(ee)] Two days later the PKK
presidential council answered his appeal and confirmed thal PKK combatants
would indeed cease operations against Turkey. The statement was supported the
following day by the People's Liberation Army of Kurdistan (ARGK), the armed
wing of the PKK, which confirmed that it d abide by Ocalan's decision,
although it claimed the right to fight in seli-defence if attacked. [63(b)]

3.24 On 12 January 2000 the Turkish government agreed to respect an njunction
from the European Court of Human Rights calling for the suspenston of Ocalan’s
execution, pending his appeal to the Court. Analysts argued that the decision
underlined the Government's determination to push forward with its plans to join
ihe EU, and to pursue its economic and litical and political objectives, and that it
was ready to defy public sentiment to achieve them. In a written statement from
prison, ian said that the decision was 2 step towards democracy. He pledged
that the PKK would not exploit the move, and said that the PKK's war for a2 Kurdish
state was a “historic mistake”. The PKK Presidential Council confirmed that they
would pursue only democratic means to further their political objectives. (63(e)]

3.25 On the 23 April 1999 the British independent Television Commission served
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anomemmwwlwmmdww.mmmmwmmmm
PKK,revotdngitsllwm.Therevowﬁonfouowad which included
inflammatory statements encouraging acis of violence in Turkey and elsewhere.
[30(hh)] Med-TV's broadcasts were suspended in March ing the ITC ruling. It
appears that, pte-empﬁn?‘me ban, Med-TV secured lite access as another
channel, on which name it now broadcasts. [30(i)]

3.26!nDW1998MkaishlntedorMhisbrexpthheviewUtal
lamisthddeMsheesunmdwummmum:roppedba
minimum. [11$m)] Following the detention of Abduliah in italy in November
1998 some (pm-KurdishPme'stm‘acym)memqu*on
hunger strike in sympathy with the leader. Others demonstrations that
had nol received prior from the authorities (see “Freedom of
Assembly” (chapter VII) during which some threw cocktails. This led to
widespread arrests of EP members through the end of November and
omw.mmmmmmmmmmmmm
tHADEP.HADEPmlmenumofdetaiwatﬂwendowanbwas
S.W.idengRsleader,MwatBozbkMostmmpwedyﬁaedaﬁerabﬂef
detention.unme18ywddpanymnbadbdmpoﬁcecuswdy.allemdyfmm
beatings during interrogation. HADERP leaders said that of their
members were beaten and tortured during the } s)g‘)éﬁe SO(W
(s).as(:gF the hunger strikes in support of and the issuing of a
press release agammemquestfofmsextradltbn.onza.latwy
1999 the Ankara State Courl Chief Prosecutor’s Office filed a suit agains!
47 HADEP offictals, including alcTheindldmerareTnasledpﬁsonm\s
betweenfourandhalfyearstosevenandahalfyws.[ 1(o&0n29JanuagP
1999 the Chief Prosecutor of Court of Appeals filed a s against HADEP in
the Constitutional Court its closure and alleging an " relationship”
between HADEP and the . [30(t),33(1)] Despite two legal HADEP
waspermiuedwmkepaﬂnUwApd‘l elections. [46(c),54(c)] In mid-July
1999 Murat Boziak and 186 other HADEP officials were . [64(a)]

3.27 HADEP failed to gain enough votes in the April 1999 elections (10% national
threshold) to return any representatives to pariiament, but won control of several
municipalities in the south east, including . {63(a)} The HADEP Mayor
elected for Lice was removed from office ing a decision of the High Election
Council on the grounds that he was involved in anincidentinvolving injuries-in
1989 and was subsequently banned from publicsetvioe.TheMayorsaidthawxe
dedsionwasﬂegalashehadpmvbmlyappﬁedlomeprosewtorandhadhis
~ criminal record cancelled. [62(b)]

3.28 The general and municipal elections were held on 18 April 1899 and were
contested by a wide rano‘ge of parties. [30%3)] The Democratic Left Party (DSP)
won the largest share of the vote (22%), flowed by the Nationalist Action Pa
(MHP) with 18%, the Virtue Party (FP) with 15.4%, the Motheriand Party (ANAP)
with 13% and the True Path Parly (DYP) with 12%. {63(a)] The Republican
People's Party (CHP) lost all its seals, leading to the resi?nalion of its leader,
Deniz Baykal. Altan Oymen was elected in his place in late May 1989. [ x)] The
Democratic Turkey Party (OTP) leader Husamettin Cindoruk also res after
his party did badly at the polls. He was replaced by former defence minister Ismet
Sezgin. lsog)l in late May a coalition government of the DSP, ANAP and MHP,
with the DSP's Biilent Ecevit as Prime Minister, was approved by President
Demirel. Cabinet posts were split between the parties. Although ANAP entered the
government, its leader, Mesut Yiimaz, did not initially take up a position in the
cabinet. In July 2000 he joined the Cabinet as Prime Minister, and
assumed responsibility for EU affairs. [30(2).63(f)

3.29 In May 2000 parfiament elected as the new President of Turkey Ahmel
Nacdet Sezor, the respected chief of Turkey's eonstitutional court. He is the first
President in 1urkey's hislory wino is neither an aciive politician nor & SanioT mikitary
official. Many Turks saw as a breath of fresh air his reputation for personal
integrity, his distance from the country’s much despised political parties, and his
deeply ingrained respect for the rule of law, One commentator observed "(He) isa
man of law who will not allow violations of the law or tolerate corruption.” In 1999
Mr Sezer criticised Turkey's constitution for restricting democratic freedoms. He
aiso argued that legal decisions in the south-eastern provinces slill under
emergency rule should be open to appeal. [1,54(d)]

3.30 Turkey is recognised as a key member of NATO, en account of its strategic
position in Europe, of its having the second largest army in NATO, and because it
is the only NATO member of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference. As far as
Turkev's wish to ioin the European Union is concerned. the (October) 1999
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_and freedom of expression is tarly restricted
The National Secur Council continues o a maijor role in political life
Al there have some in terms of the ind of
the . the emergency aystemmndnshpiacalnrewumonms
there have been some more of democratisation.

Government and regulati

polwwdllfe,mejusﬁoesysbmandpmtedion human rights. The Commission
saysmatltistooeaﬂytoassassﬁ\elmpactofmesemaasums.mn that
these efforts be pursued and extended to all citizens, including those of ish

origin. [1,76]

3.31 In December 1899 Tu was official status as a candidate for EU
mel . This was historic

Greek Prime Minister said that nwked‘ahlstaicstiﬂtomrdspeace,seuxity
anddevelopmemmwmgbn'.mﬁndidacyoﬂermmumwaymds
meelin Tuﬁcey’sdemandtobeuealedonequaller_msmmoﬂtefappiun&.

al Umwasaweﬁnfomulaﬁoainmeﬂelsmldcondusionshordeﬂo
make mmmm@m.mmmmwma
setﬂememmme-dwldedislandolepms.unmadeitdwmatkae&gIdmt
blodtCypm'&olnmgmeEUifurMedspﬁwetwaenTurklshand
communities. On the political and economic programme which Turkey would have
to adopt as an EU candidate, the EU leaders made mention of the need
for Turkey to Improve its record on human rights. [63(d)}

ECONOMY

3.32 The Turkish economic climate has been uneven in recent years.
Unsustainable economlcgrowmm1993wnetoa¢'am£end

L gradual
through-successful short-term action. and revenue remain high but the
annual rate of inflation for 1997 of close to 100% and a dramatically widening
trade gap, high interest rates and huge debt repayments continue to cause

- concern. The annual inflation rate had eased by mid 1999, but was still more than

50%. In mid-1999 a growth rate of the economy of 0.5% was predicted for that
year, although the major earthquake in August, which severely affected production
in some paris of the country, seemed likely to result in a growth rate of minus
2.5%. Early estimates of the cost of the earthquake to the Turkish economy
ranged from $5000m., over a period of 18 months, to as much as five times that
amount. In December 1999 Turkey signed an important Standby Agreement with
the International Monetary Fund, setting tough inflation and interest rate targetls. In
April 2000 the Govermnment announced plans to introduce a new lira (equivalent 1o
1 million of the present units) from 2001 as part of its anti-inflationary measures,
which also envisaged a reduction in inflation to 25% in 2000. [1,28(2))

——m e
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44 In Oclober 1981 the National Security Council (NSC), which took power in Y eniation
September 1980, announced the formation of a Consultative Assembly to draft a  Advice
new constitution, replacing that of 1961. The Assembly consisted of 40 members v Application
appointed directly by the NSC from candidates forward by the &wemors ofthe o™
74 provinces; all former politicians were e ded. The draft Constitution was ' aPPeye
approved by the Assembly in September 1982 and by a national referendum in  “iNp. Ui~
embef.TheConstituhonpmvideswzemwlththerigmpdwangemeir s Latest

fora bPemonalised

National Assembly for a seven year term and is empowered to appoint 2 Prime
Minister and senior members of the judiciary, the Ceniral Bank and broadcasting
organisations; to dissolve the National Assembly; and to declare a slate of
emergency enlailing rule by decree. Strict controls on the powers of trade unions,
thepmssanddeparﬁaswealsoiMMded. in July 1985 the number of
deputiesinmeNa!ionalAssemb!ymincreasedfmm to 550. The military
exercises. substantial, but indirect, influence over government policy and actions
and pdhlcslnuwebaliefmatnbmamtnmbnalpmmduofmsm.m
Government neither coerces nor forbids membership in any pol% otganisauc;n
down or
unconstifutional activities; the Court is, as of October 2000, looking at two such
cases (Fazilet (Virtlue Party) and HADEP). In January 1898 the Islamist Refah
Party was banned, and pro-Kurdish parties have been banned in the pasl. Details
on the National Security Council are found in “The Military Establishment” section

* (chapter IV). [1.5(f).6,18b)]

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

4.2 Logal government plays a major role in Turkish political affairs. Reforms
implemented in 1984 allow local authorities to levy laxes and to borrow. Local
administration consists of two levels with central appointed civil service
administrators and Iocavez elected mayors. Each province has an appointed “val"
or pravincial governor who is in control of security matters. Provinces are divided
into "lce” or sub-provincial districts and each has a centrally appointed
"kaymakam" or sub-provincial governor working to the governor. Mayors, who are
selected in local elections, are responsible for the provision of basic services or
utilities such as water, sewage disposal, electricity and transport. These
responsibilities are limited and mayors are subordinate to, and can be overruled
by, the local governor who has far wider powers. Cities and towns have a8
municipal mayor in overall charge of the whole city or town, and also have mayors
responsible for smaller sub-areas. Villages will fall under the jurisdiction of the
nearest municipality. In response to the PKK's violent querrilla campaign, which
peaan in 1984, ine Government imposed martic! law in nine trayhled nrovinces,
and the state of emergency continues loday in four provinces (having n July 2000
heen reduced from five), Reforms agreed in July 1995 included the transfer of
more power to the provinces but these have still {o be implemented. Villages and
each ward in a town or city will have an elected muhtar (headman). Muhtars act as
an Interface between the local population and the various organs of the state.
Muhtars keep records of the people resident in their district and are responsible for
issuing various documents uired in connection with such matters as military
service and obtaining Nufus or ID cards. [3.5(N

4.3 In the municipal elections which took place in March 1994, the now banned
pro-istamic Welfare Party, Refah, significantly increased its support, taking both
Ankara and Istanbul and much of the south east. The results did not reflect a pro-

lelamin cwina en mirh 2 untar dicanchantmant with the Astinnal navamment's
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handling of the country's continuing problems. Refah gained ity by
appea?ig less corrupt and introducing practical measures (0 beneﬂtm 4
(a),23(en?However. in the April 1999 elections the Virtue Party, the successor to

W Party.didnotfaresowallalmepoﬂs.tnmewakeoftheanestof
OcalanmeNaﬁonaﬂstMovementPartySMHP made gains at the expense of the
mainstream parties (see “Political Hi n (chapter lII)).

4.4 In April 1998, Prime Minister Yilmaz announced that the government coalition
allies had agreed to call a general election in the spring of 1999. [11(1),33(h),54(c))
ultaneously on 18 1999 and a

general held
wide range of parties pated, including HADEP. The resuits of the elections
can be found in the “Political History" section (chapter ).

INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY

4.5 Until the foundation of the Turkish Republic, a large part of the Turkish civil law
- the laws affecting the family, inheritance, property, obligations, etc - was based
on the Koran, and this law was administered by special religious (Shari'a)
courts. The legal reform of stmm!omyamocessdseuﬂarmﬁon. but also
a radical of the system.TheSwlssCMCodeandmeCodeof
Obligation, the ftalian Penal and the Neuchétel Code of Civil Procedure were
adoptedmdmodiﬁedtomTurkishcuswmandUadiﬂons.Aooordingtokaish
law.ﬁwpowerofmpdidaryisexecdsedbyjudldd(aimm.mlllaryand
administrative courts. These courts render their verdicts in the first instance, while
superiorcomsexamheﬂlevemictforsubsemnmnnings.mmn
mvidesforanlndependenthxdi . and In practice the courts act
pendently of the executive. [1.5(b c)(e).za(fﬁ'amver. Amnesty International
up of the ruling body of the judiciary, the
Supreme Council of Judges and Prosecutors, which appoints, transfers, promotes,
Mimmmmmmm is chaired by the Minister of Justice,
a Ministry of Justice Under tary and five judges selected. the President,
thered: ing to s the from the executive. of the
council are not open to judicial review. Discus within the Turkish government
about possible changes to the Supreme Council suges'fs that the government is
aware that it is not satisfactory. [12(j)] Problems wi the legal system relating to
the investigation of lorture allegations are covered in chapler V ("Human :
General Asessment”). The legal system is reported not fo discriminate against
minorities. However, as legal proceedings are conducted solely in Turkish, and the
vality of interpreters varies, defendants unable to speak Turkish may be seriously
isadvan . [5{b)(c)e)]

has expressed concerns over the

Criminal Courts

4.8 Criminal courts of original jurisdiction are the Peace Courts, Courls of General
Criminal Jurisdiction, and Aggravated Felony Courls. (78]

Military Courts

47 These have responsibility over military personnel but additionally have
jurisdiction over civilians in areas of martial law. It should also be noted that
Turkish law still allows civilians to be tried in military courts under military law for
offences against military institutions. [1]

Supreme Court of Appeals or Court of Cessation

4 8 The court of last instance for reviewing the decisions and verdicts rendered by
judicial courts. Members are elected by the Supreme Council of Judges and
Prosecutors. {1,78]

State Security Couris

4.9 Article 143 of the Constitution provides for the establishment of State Security
Courts (Devlet Givenlik Mahkemesi), lo deal with "offences against the indivisible
integrity of the State with its territory and nation, the free democratic order, or
against the Republic whose characleristics are defined in the Constitution, and

offenses directly involving the internal and external security of the state." [4(e),9
k) Siate Saciirity Coorts nrodnminanthy hondle racas nindar tha Anti.Terenr | 2w

Side 2 af'7
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e e 312 of the Criminal Code (incitement to racial or ethnic enmity). {5
c).g(bg The following proseculions are | those deait with by the ’
O Curts: Articles 125-139, 146-157, 161, 168, 169, 171, 172, 174 of the

Turkish Penal Code. [9(b)) .

N ¥

e

4.10 State Security Courts began to operate in 1984, under Law No.2845
1983. in 1973 after the 1971 military coup

had been
butin 19 Mwedec&edunwnsﬁmmatheComﬁwﬁoMCom.Them
araeighteensewrilycourlpanelslnelghl cities. Each panel, which
presides over the of a State Security Court, form consisted of two
civilian judges, one mil judge, and two : in June 1989 the
Government passed legisla to replace the m tary judge with a civilian judge.
[1.5(b)(c)(e).8(b)}

4.11Aheavymseloadmeansﬂxat8tale$eaﬂy0wﬂtrialscanlast 5
Headngsmaybedosedandtesﬁmonygamereddutinginmrogaﬁon the
absence of legal counsel mmbe admitted. [ﬂc),g(bmlmnndlab access to a
lawyer is provided under cases fall under the
iurisdiction of the State Security Courts. In March 1997, pariament passed
egisiatlonuhid\anowedaocessmalawyersﬂnm for those charged under
the Anti-Terror Law. Implementation is reported to been uneven. [S(c)]
lndependent commentators concur that lack of early access lo a lawyer by

detained is of t importance in @ torture to be inflicted. The regulation to
reduce spenl in incommuni detention has not been universally
complied with. ershaaunmandoiyatbddrﬁonedmatawesstosuspeds
was still difficult. is concern that some ice are falsifying the date of
delenﬁontomwMabrieferpedodofdetenﬁonﬂanwasacmuIyMcasemorda
to suggest compliance with the new law. However, Amnesty International has
suggested that the reduction in incommunicado detention times may be having
some effect. [5(c){e),12(f),13.67]

4.12 The European Court of Human Rights ruled, in a twelve voles 1o eight verdict

in October 1988 in the case of Incal v (41/1897/825/1031), that the
presence of a military justice on-the -was inconsistent: relevant
Europeanoawenﬁom.emﬂemesovmmconﬁnuaslocomplywnhme

Courf’'s decisions, including payment of all fines and penalties, some attorneys
workmgonhumandghtslssuesannouncedmamwymuldboyoousscm.m
theendofNovember1998meJusﬁoemrﬂstefwuedmerald1angesinu\e
SSCs, stating that it would be harmful for Turkey if the SSCs were nol changed
and that many cases heard in the European Court of Human Rights would resuit
against Turkey. [5‘3).27(e)] In June 1999 a constitutional amendment was passed
by the Turkish parliament removing military judges from the State Security Courts.
The military judge who was sitling on the trial of Abduliah Ocatan at the time was
replaced by a civilian judge who had been observing the proceedings. [30(w)]

The Repentance Law

®
)

4.13 At the end of August 1999 the Turkish parliament passed a repentance law
with the following provisions. Only rebels who were not involved in the fighting will
get an amnesty, while others can benefit from sentence reduction. Those seeking
io benefit under the law must provide information about the rebel movement.
Founders and high level execulives of the PKK cannot benefit from the law. The
law was initially valid for six months, but its validity was extended by a further six
months from 29 February 2000. PKK members who benefit from the law and who
are sentenced to death will have their punishment reduced to not less than nine
years imprisonment, white those sentenced to life will have their punishment
reduced to imprisonment for not less than six years. (30(pp)(aq)]

Anti-Terrorism Act - Law of 11 April 1991

4.14 The 1991 Anti-Terror Law (Law No. 3713) replaced several articles of the
Turkish Penal Code (141, 142 and 163) that dealt with communism, Kurdish
nationalism and Istamic fundamentalism [9(b))

4.15 Article 1 of the Anti-Terror Law defines terrorism as “any kind of action
canducted by one or several persons belonging to an organisation with the aim of
changing the characleristics of the Republic as specified in the Constitution, its
political, legal, social, secular and economic system, damagin the indivisible unity
of the Stale with its territory and nation...by any one of pressure, force,
and violence, terrorization, intimidation, oppressian, or threat." [9(b)]
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@ 4.18 Article 8 deais with propaganda againslmeindivisibﬂnyofmesmafwls

usedtoprosecuteandimpdsonpeoplefw expressing their opinions.

The Articie has most been used to prosecute writers, journalists, pro-

Kurdish politicians and intellectuals. [7(a),18(b)] In October 1885, a number of

amend(mtszmwdu;ew ofpris%nwwuenoesgfnderl\rﬂdeamﬂos

years years ntroduced the possibil converting terms
iMOﬂnesandmpendmmmmms.(O(b)%lederm

in 1995 and an additional 126 prisoners mid-November 1996. [5(b)]

TheAmdenowdamandsmatmeproseoqutovesIMmme of the

individual to destroy the of the state before reaching a d . [5(b).7
(a),18(b})] In its revised vm%we 8 reads: i5(0)
"Written and oral propaganda and assemblies, m S 0

terﬂlmyandasamﬁon.ateforbldden.mcondwﬁngsud\anwuvnymm
be punished by a sentence of between one s and three years' imprisonment
and a fine of between 100 to 300 miltion T h liras. In the case of re-occurrence
of this offence, sentences shall not be committed to fines.” [18(b)]

Q Death Penalty

)n) 447 In November 1990, the number of cases in which the death penally may
- pronounced was reduced from 29 to 16 offences listed in the Turkish Code.
TheAnﬁTmrLawwmmutedaﬂZSmﬂsbandingdwﬁtpena!tbsbeforeaApd
1991 toedb?givaen 10 or 20 years imprisonment, depending on the offence

committed.

208

4.18 However, certain offences under the Anti-Terrorism Act and the Turkish
Penal Code still medemnpenally.eeforeadeathsemencecanbewﬁad
wtitmedsﬂremcaﬁono!m&andNatbnaIAsemb . which has in recent
yearsbeenvetymluctanttogivelhisatnhorisaﬁon.[ﬂ.a Although a draft bill
abolishingﬁredeaihpendxewas.m% in 1998, the Initiati for the change in
law disappeared following the arrest of an. [30(i)(dd)]

4.19 There have been no executions in Turkey since 1984, although the courts

have continued to pass death sentences. [12(a)(f)) Turkey did not sign the sixth

protocol of the European Human Rights Declaration, which rejects the death
. sentence. [30(cc)]

THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT
Q 4.20 On three occasions - 1960, 1971 and 1980 - Turkish military leaders have
) intervened to uphold the principles on which the constitution is based, and to

preserve internal law and order. On each occasion the armed forces emphasised
their commitment to democratic principles and Turkey soon returned fo civilian
rule. But, in accordance with the Constitution, all important foreign paticy and
national security questions are still discussed by the National Security Council, 2
body which is made up equally of military and civilians, including the Service
chiefs, the President and the Prime Minister. 1]

421 On 28 February 1997, the NSC, reflecting the miiitary’s concern that the
Refah led government was sleering Turkey away from its secularist nature and
weslern orientation, produced a list of action points. These included reducing the
influence of Islamic schools and maintaining the independence of the judiciary.
These points were agreed by the then Prime Minister Erbakan. [2(a)) On 286 April
the NSC reinforced their message. The failure of Erbakan's government fo
subsaquently implament the antl-lsiamist measures as advyiced by ine NST, e 1o
a number of resignations by DYP MPs. Erbakan resigned in June after the
coalition had lost its majority in parliament. [2{c)(d)] The military is reported to
enjoy widespread support as guaraniors of Turkey's secular, western-oriented
society. [26(a),40(b)]

4.22 |n addition to political power, the military authorilies also wield considerable
economic power. In the 1860s it created the Armed Forces Mulual Assistance
Fund (OYAK), one of the largest investment companies in Turkey. OYAK is active
in the sutomobile, petroleum, insurance, food processing, construction and import
- export sectors. [1]

QECHBITV SITHATION
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similar source - rural insu , initiatl concentrated in the south east regi
along the borders with Iran, Irag and S Almost all the rural insurgent groups
had thelr origins in the_student intheclties.omgaﬂwlu‘meln
point being Abduliah Ocalan's (Kurdistan Workers' Party). The separatist

continued in the three the coup, suggestinglha!melnsurgant
threat had been . After 1983 was a strong belief that the
organisaﬁonswmﬂdneveroomebackmmeka!shscane‘ However, by 1984,
!hisopinbnprwedbasdessuhanhswganw(huwfomofmepi«)msmded
suddenly. lnsteadofaresumpﬁonofarmedacﬁviﬁesinTurkey’smaindﬁm.the
emphasis was on altacks concentrated in the south east. {1]

425 In July 1987, ten provinces in the southeast were giaoed under emergency
rule due to an Increased level of fighting: Van, Bitlls, unceli, Diyarbakir, Siirt,
Bingol, Batman, Hakkari, Sirmak, Mardin. a(b)] The state of emergency was lifted
in Mardin in November 1996, in Batman, in?oi and Bitlis in October 1897, in Siirt
in November 1999, and in Van in July 2000. 5(b)(?51(1( h),30(rr)] It continues in
Diyarbakir, Hakkari, Sirnak, and Tunceli provinces. {5(e)(f),11(p), i

4.26 In a3 speech in December 1998, President Demirel stated that, since 1984,
23,638 PKK members, 5,555 security force members, and 5,302 civilians had lost
their lives in the htina between the security forces and the PKK, which fought,
initially, for Kurdish self-rule in the southeast. [5(e)] The confiict has led to the
m&gratbnofKurdsﬁommmosedviﬂagestodisMandprwhddwm.uopl
of the southeast altogether. [18(b)] Forcible evacuations by the Turkish security

forcesarerepottedtohaveledtoﬂ\'edesuucﬁono(?psoo_ iages in the and

the displacement of between 330,000 and 3 milion people. ¢),7(a),8(b),18(b)]

As so many vi havenwbeenevawaledandbewusemeﬂghﬁnghasnaw

moved to the mountains, the rate of evacuations has in recent years,

with 30 Villages being evacuated in 1998. The Human Association states

mall as of October 2000, no viflage clearances took place during the year. [5(e),46
_ (b)

4.27 The situation in the southeast was reported to be calmer in 1998 than in
previous years. [33(f),39(b),44] In September 1998, rapporteurs from the Council

of Europe Parliamentary Assembly said the region had started a process of .
"normalization” in comparison lo their last visil there. Since the PKK ceasefire in
August 1999, there has, as of October 2000, been a 90% reduction in violence in )

the south-east. [27(b)]

4.28 In October 1998 the PKK's leader, Abdullah Ocalan, was expelled from Syria.
Following his expulsion he unsuccessfully attempted to claim asylum in several
European countries before being apprehended in Kenya and flown to Turkey. He
was tried and convicted of treason and sentenced to death. After his sentencing
he instructed PKK fighters to withdraw from Turkey, and a Turkish ge
confirmed that this was actually happening (see chapter Iil "History”). [21(b),46
(d),55(a),59,11(m),40(a)]

4.29 In January 2000 Turkey was shocked by the discovery ol a series of
grucsome murders which revealed to the public the scope and brutality of a
pariicuiarly shadowy Isiamisi group, Hezboliah/ Hizbulizh, which had enginated in
the 1980s in the south-east of the country. In the early 1990s Hezbollah came fo
prominence as a radical Islamist group after it launched a campaign of violence
against the PKK. Al the time rumours were rife that Hezboliah was at leasl
tolerated by the security forces because it was ﬁghtin? against a common enemy.
Prasident Demirel denied allegations that there were links between Hezbollah and
Turkish officialdom, while the general staff of the armed forces issued an angry
statement condemning such allegations as slander. [63(e)]

MILITARY SERVICE

(See also "Treatment of Returned Asylum Seekers" section {chapter VII))
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4.30 In August 1998 the armed forces totalled 639,000 people (including 528,000
conscripts). The size of the army was 525,000 men, the naver 51,000 men, and the
air force 63,000 men. Paramilitary forces totalled 182,000 (180,000 gendarmerie,
2,200 coast guard). [1]

4.31 All young male Turks become liable for compulsory military service in the
yearmwhbhn\e{reachzoymofagaardﬂnymmdndlgbleunﬂﬂreageof
41. [26,32] The engﬁldmﬂmmbewasm&mdmwm

following 1991 elections there was a further pledge to reduce it
monthsinthemhn.ﬂm.fomhgamuodbdmh&:‘y

-
E
§
g
8
.
%
]
§
!
358

military service
stated that up to 250,000 people were avoiding their military service. [23(a)]

g
z

4.32 In November 1989 the Govemment, in a bid to boost revenues
A t earthquake, adopted a allowing men to shorten their
J oy 1673 . :;'Um f“pgt a2 g ilitary service in
an to orm m ce
Ussuaat%o.Menoverwyearsoldareablempaysome UsS$10,
call-up altogether. [63(c)]

4.33AnumbefofprwisionSaﬂowmopletiabletommmSﬂvbemdewm
service, for educational reasons. In accordance with Clause 35c of the
MilitatySafvioeLawCodeNo1111,milltaryserviceformoseatbndhgasd\oolh
Turkey or abroad is deferred until the end of the year in which they reach 29.
UnderCtause3Se.MmiﬂaryseMceofumersﬂygaduatesmmndapost
g'aduateprogrammelsdefamdmﬂmeendofme in which they reach the
ageof33.Furlhem|ore.fonhosepom-graduate who studies in local or
forempost-graduatepmgmmmesarepmvedmbeaninmvaﬂonmgevdmem
in the respective field of study, mﬂhaaserviceisposlponedlo'meendoftheyear
in which they reach the age of 36. [2

:
g
:
i

gé“
=

4.34 Tflere are no provisions in Turkey for alternative service for conscientious
objectors, although there are special exemplion regulations in certain cases.

. Certain professional groups (e.g. doctors, teachers and civil servants) may be

permitted to perform special service. Teachers, for instance, who are willing fo
take a job in the south-easl are exempl from military service. No special
r%olaﬁons apply to clergy. Bribery has also been used 0 avoid military service.
[26(b)] There is one particularly well reported case of a committed conscientious
objector, Osman Murat Ulke, whose persistent refusal to do military service has
resulted in repeated imprisonment. [1 2(h

4.35 The monthly saiary of a Turkish private was reported to be equivalent (o
$2.25 in 1994, [23(9))

4.36 The penalties for evasion of military service under Article 63 of the Turkish
Military Penal Code impose a sliding scale: a one month sentence in a house of
correction for those who report within seven days, rising to between 6 months and
3 years in a house of comection for those arrested after three months. The house
of correction is reported to be more severe than prison. It is also reported to be
common practice that, when an evader is caught or reports, he is taken straight to
his unit and into service. [26] No differentiation is made between evaders who
remain in Turkey and those who migrale abroad. [32]

4.37 A report by the German Federal Agency in August 1897 stated:

“In practice In Turkish military jurisdiction it is apparent that the courts regularly
aim at the minimum penallies and impose nnes (commuted low custodial
sentences). The military courts, despite the situation in the south east of Turkey,
obviously see no reason for punishing non-entry to military service more severely
than before.” [32]

4.38 If a person absconds during the first four months of basic training and before
being sworn into the armed forces, he is obliged to starl basic training again.
There is no other penalty. If a person is convicted of desertion after having been

ouinen in ha e liohla th canm 2 nrican cantance nf Ana manth Aftar thic ha ic
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‘(j),31.32.41]Thlsprocessmytakeupmsevmlyeam.TMewhom
aﬁzmshipasqmultdfaﬂngpafmmm service may apply to the
Turklshaumorihesformdrdmwﬂm

onlheoqndiﬂonlhattheyoomplete

%
|

4.40lnthepasl,conwiplswerenotsenttoserveinmekrnmepmvinces.
Traditionally the pnnclﬁ:e was that (for reasons of cultural unification of the
country) men from e.g. tanbulmresenttooompletet!wirwvicainlho&stam
young men from e.g. Diyarbakir were sent to the West. [12(i)] However, this rule
was modified in or shorily before 1893, and are now determined at
random by computer. The Chief of General can, under exceptional
circumstances, overrule the computer. 4(b){(c),26,32] In a letter dated 7 May 1998
Nnnestylmmﬂonalsta!emmey comewacrosssomemesdpeople

sultable-Jor deployment in the emergency areas. It is very unlikely that recruits of
Kurdish recruits whose attitude to the conflict against "PKK terrorists” is reluctant
or neutral would be classed as suitable for deployment in those areas.” [32]

441 There is reported to be no systematic discrimination against Kurdish
conscripts during military service, (14,32] Thousands of military officers are of
Kurdish origin and thousands of other Kurds complete their mill service
routinely. [14,32,44] In addition, the averall share of Kurds in all army r should
refiect that of the population, which is approximately one-fifth. {32]

Side 7 at'7
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51 There have been numerous reporis by human rights organisations of easTrack

systematic use of torure by security forces, deaths in police custody,

) disappearances and extrajudicial executions. Details of commonly reported types ¢ Getting

1. of torture can be found in the US Deﬁv’:ment of State reports, the inki Human ".',,,"m""““
Rights Watch report "Torlure and treatment in Pre-Trial Detention by Anti- |, sppiication

Terror Police (March 1897)", and the Medical Foundation's report ing Alive Forms
Accident: Torture Survivors from Turkey in the UK". [58.9(a)(b),10,12(a)(c) vAppeals
(d),13,77] The United Nations Special eur, following a visit to Turkey in b::grml in

November 1998, reported that there been a substantial reduction in the
) brutality of the methods used in some places. Allegations of the use of falaka D shioa
s/ (beating on the soles of the feet), "Palestinian hanging", electric shocks and rape  ,personalised
have ted substantially in some of the oount?:asnomb!y Ankara and  Updates
Diyarbakir. On the other hand, blindfolding, the use of ing with cold water,
“siraight hanging”, rough physical treatment, sexual abuse and threats of , the
use of grossly insulting langua'g?nand the making of threats to the life and ical
inte%my of detainees or their ilies still seem rife in many parts of the country.

[12(n),67]

5.2 The-Special Rapporteur, following his visit to Turkey in November 1998, did
not consider that torture was systematic in the sense that it was approved of and
tolerated at the highest political level. He did, however, find that the practice of
torture .may well, in numerous places around the country, deserve the
categorisation of systematic in the sense of being a pervasive technique of law
enforcement agencies for the purpose of investigation, securin? confessions and
intimidation. This was especially true if the less extreme, but still serious, forms of
lorture or il-reatment referred to above are taken into consideration. [67]

5.3 Article 17 of the Turkish Constitution prohibits the use of torture, slating that
"no-one shall be subjected to torture or ill-reatment; no-one shall be subjecled lo
penalty or reatment incompatibie with human dignity”. This Article is applied to the
Criminal Code, which provides penalties for torturers. Turkey has also subscribed
to a number of international treaties prohibiting the use of torture. There are, in
addition, ministerial instructions to the police that torture cannot be tolerated. [13]

- @

5.4 An investigation into allegations of torture in police custody was one of the key
purposes of the visit to Turkey in July 1991 of a delegation from the Council of
Europe's Commitiee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights. Their report stated:

"Torture has very deep emotional and traditional roots in Turkey. It is used as a
measure of discipling, o intimidate detainees and as an interrogation method. it
jorms part of a mentality of the way in which a civil servant respects his fellow
citizens, No doubl many Turks consider it as part of the criminal sanction. In many
Turkish families it is common that a husband beats his wife, a father his children.
Why shauldn't tha police do the same with criminals?" [8]

55 In a letter to the Turkish Government dated 21 May 1997, the UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, advised thal he had continued 1o receive information concerning the
widespread use of torture in Turkey, including that inflicted upon a significant
number of children. A report by the Special Rapporteur in December 1697 staled:

“According to the information, forture was praclised againsl most persons
{:\._.,,_‘) interrogated by the Anti-Terror Branch of the police and the gendarmarie, as well
oY as against many persons detained by the police in ordinary criminal cases. Torlure
was reportedly administered to extract “confessions”, lo obtain informétion, to
intimidate detainees into becoming police informants, or as informal or summary
punishment for oettv offences or suspecled svmoathy for illecal
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organisations.” [34]

5.6 In March 1897 the Turkish Parliament agreed to reduce significantly detention
.aﬂowdetaineesgreateraooesstnla\wersandremwecedahamdeson

publlcorder{rom meiurisdicﬁonaftheStateSewrityCourLTheserefomsare

mtendedtoraduceheaxb&moftormrahdewnﬁon. if a person

State
Courts, the seven day period be extended to 10 days upon request of the
prosewtorandmededsimolthe dge. (67)

5.7 The information by the European Committee for the Prevention of
Torture or reatment or Punishment during its visit to Turkey in October
1997 indicated that the new maximum poBcewslodypeﬂodswembehgcompﬂed
withlnmepamOfTurkeywhlchitvisﬁed. However, there were allegations that

iceoﬂiwsbadanestedmpects‘famitymembarsinordertoacﬂvateme
onger detention periods for coliective crimes, or had released and re-arrested
suspects in order to start a new detention period. [68]

S.BDetaineesdlamdwimmdinarycﬁmsmyhaveawesstoalaweratany
limeaﬂermeyarewkenintowslody.Howevet.forcrimesfalingurwefmesoope
ofmeStateSewﬁtyCourts.thede!almemaymeethisorherlawyeronlyupon
exlensionofﬂwcustodyperiodbyorderofmejud . In other words, four days.
Both the European Committee for the Prevention Torture and the UN Special
RappatéminmekmostrecmummhavemﬂdsedmeTwldshgwmmmfor
permitt such incommunicado tion. The-Special-Rapporteur in

ide! a strong link between this and the likelihood of torture or mistreatmenl.
[67,68] The Turkish Human Rights Association, in their public. statement of March
l1_,9??(9)]simllz«n'ly emphasise the important role which access to legal advice plays.

a

59 The effective incommunicado detention following the arrest of individuals for
crimes falling under the jurisdiction of the State Security Courts (see
"independence of the Judiciary” section (chapter 1V)) means thal torture is more
likely, whilst in the cases of individuals arrested for ordinary criminality, where
there is immediate access to legal advice and a 24 hour period before judicial
intervention, the extent and seriousness of allegations decreases substantially.
The practice involved here could not be characterised as systematic, nor does the
information available s st that it is anything like as widespread as is the case
where the longer custody periods apply. However, it should be recalled that the
range of crimes susceptibie to the longer periods of incommunicado detention is
sufficiently elastic to permit law enforcement agencies and complaisant
prosecutors to avall themseives of such periods in most of the cases they would
consider high priority. (67)

i

510 Detainees who claim to have been tortured seldom have their injuries
properly documented by doctors working for the state. Former delainees have
asserted that some medical examinations take place too long after the event to
reveal any definitive findings of lorture. Members of the security and police forces
oiten stav In the exaninalion iGOm when physicians are examining rdetainees,
resulting in intimidation of both the detanee and the physician. Phyaicans
responded o the coercion by refraining from examining detainees, performing
cursory examinations and not reporting findings, or reporting findings but not
drawing reasonable medical inferences that torture accurred. The Turkish Medical
Foundation has reported that some police officers have torn up reporis that
documented torture, and insisted on fresh ones that do not refer to torture. [5
(¢),13,18(b)] A Turkish doctor appeared in court in March 1998 charged with
malpractice for reporting that six men had been beaten and tortured In police
custody. The doclor's findings of "lraces of blows and constrain" had been
gonﬁrmgd by a university medical department. [33(g)] The charges were later
ropped.

511 It has been reported that the judicial authorities investigate very few of the

Side 2 at S
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tormal comptaints involving torture, and prosecute only @ traction of those. |5(c),18

& (o))

meprosewwrmliesonunpdicetow\ducttha aryimesligsﬂon.Poﬁoe
officers are also mnpmdedwhlememasﬁgaﬂonoonﬁmeeandamm\ly
le:;zv,fmquemc!zarge onremandwtmnanindldmemisw(gzﬁnsewm
somelimes ofﬁcersvdmmeiesseroﬁefmofmam rather than
torture. [12(j)]

5.13 The ofStataRaproerQstat&smmeraﬂtyof
convicﬁonsandmaligtusentencesmposedonpoﬂoemdmsewmy S

Committee for the Prevention orture and InhumanorDeéradhgTraatmentor
Punishment stated in December 1998 that

“Oncwntbssoccasbnswefme%astmenyeam-moslreoenﬁyms@ptember
’ 1996—theCommmeahasreceNeddlﬁanommmmdpersonsdldmplain
S about treatment received at the hands of the police when before the public
= prosecutor, bu atfter no in the :
‘ tor, but the latter displayed interest in the matter.” [13]

5.14 Government officials admil that torture occurs. [5(c),19] Although there has
been an increase in the on of abusive police, numbers are stifl low. [2(i),5
(c),12(h)] The case of the murder of Metin Goklepe, 3 rnalist who died

police detention in January 19986, concluded on 19 M 1998 with the conv

of five policemen with sentences of seven-and-a-half years. This case had been
widelyregadedasatestoﬂuﬂcey‘smnﬁmamtomeissueofmmﬂgrﬂs

port

(e)] On May19995b(ofmeelevenpoucemenwhoweramedonchargesof

killing Goktepe were imprisoned for seven-and-a-hall years. The five other

* suspects were acquitted due to lack of evidence proving their involvement.
Goktepe's lawyers have applied to the Supreme Court, saying that the sentence is
insufficient. [30(u)]

Q 515 On 11 March 1998, in another case viewed as a tesl of the government’s
NI commitment o prosecuting security force members accused of human ri?hts

psychological torture while under detention. The officers accused
pendi%u'ial. {5(e)) Manisa H Criminal Court acquitted the officers, but in
June 1 the Supreme Court of General Criminal Council rescinded the
acquittal verdict by 17 votes lo 7. officers will be re-tried Manisa High
Criminal Court. [11{(q)] In May 1998, a court found six police guilty of
causing the death by torture of a university student, Baki Erdogan. The court's
written verdict stated, "The defendants acted with unified intent to directly mistreal
(student Baki Erdogan), which, compounded with 3 prior condition of which they
had no knowledge, caused his death.” [2(1)] On 23 December 1998 the Supreme
Court overturned the decision, finding the original trial to be "flawed”.

5.16 In January 1998, the Commission on Human Rights reported o the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances that 153 cases of
disappearance had been \ransmitted to the Turkish Government since 1980. The
majonty of these occurred in the southeast, in areas where a state of emergency
is in force. In February 1899 Amnesty International reported thal of these 153
cases, 83 remained unresolved. (12(h))

517 The United Nations Workin% Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances (UNWGEID) visited utk:gain September 1998, and reported
their findings at the end of December 1988. Since its creation, 166 cases of
enforced disappearance have been reported fo the UNWGEID, of which 78 have
been clarified, most of them by the Turkish government. The highest number of
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casesoocurredln1994(72mes).Thenumbersdmppedto17h1995.to12m
1996 and to 9 in 1997. During 1998, 13 cases were reported. The victims included
members of political opposition parties, journalists working for newspapers o

s erslveocgamzaﬂons.TheUNWGEIDalsoreoelveddegam
ps. However, these

was reported or feared. Some of the d occurred during raids
conducted by gendarmes accompanied, at times, by village guards. [66]

5.19 It has been reported by some Turkish human rights groups that some Turkish
iaw enforcement officials do not register suspects when are initially taken into
detemm.medbgaﬁonbeingMﬂmesuspectshouwdiedumgmesﬁorung
thenﬂwrewaenomudofmemhavlngbeendetained.Thereisalsome

problem conceming the effective incommunicado detention available to the .
amugsnb{eée]mrelatbn tosuspectsheldlorcﬁmesoovemdbyﬂveStaleSewrity

5.20TheTuddshgovemnwnlhassouth0remedymeseprobtemsby
introducing new detention procedures in August 1998. Suspecis now have the
abililylonoﬁfyhisfa'dngg'ofhisdetenﬂm.evenmcaseswvemdbymesmte
Security Courts, prov: there is no harm meoutcomeofthahvesﬁgaﬁon.Full
detentionregismwtobekeplandsuspectsamtobemedlcanymmined
beforeu\ayamtakenin&odemmionasweuasaﬂer.kaBhNGOshave
complained that the provisions are frequently ignored. (66]

521 The UNWGEID was of the opinion that, comparatively speaking and taking

into account the number of outstanding cases of disappeared persons, as well as

the decraase of allegations in the past few years, mainly since 1994, enforced

disappearances in Turkey should not be evaluated as a massive or systematic

practice of governmental agencies. Such an assessment does not exclude the
. existence of such a practice. [66]

522 Another facet to the “disappearance” issue in Turkey is the Saturday
Mothers. From 1995 the Saturday Mothers, relatives of those who have

"disappeared”, held a weekly vigil in central |stanbul, demanding that the Q
authorities account for the whereabouts of those missing. The vigil was held every
Saturday, hence the name. Each time they met 2 press announcement was read { )

oul detailing one case of "disappearance”, but otherwise the meet was in silence. -
A press was read out because such a public announcement does not
need official approval, a demonstration would uire such approval. While
expressions of solidarity were welcomed by the Mothers and their supporters in
the Turkish Human Rights Association (IHD), unfortunately oulside groups and
organisations with a different and often militantly political agenda frequently
attempted to take advantage of the credibiiity of the Mothers' action by turning up
to shout slogans. The activities of such grou irritated the police and introduced
an extra hazard for the Mothers. From May 1 the Turkish police clamped down
on the gatherings in an often heav handed manner. In September 1998 some of
the Mothers were shul in a police bus which then had peprer gas sprayed into iL
Those in the bus were later with “resisting the police”, "destroying public
propeity” and "acing in beoach of the Law of Assembiy and Demansiratons’. 112
(m)] In March 1999 the Mothers decided to discontinue the weekly gatherings
because of police harassment and abuse. [5(f)]

5.23 Although members of the security forces are said to be responsible for most
cases of enforced disappearances, they are rarely brought to trial o prosecuted
for these acts, Although arrests of police and other law enforcement personnel
increased in cases of extrajudicial killings, the number of arrests remained low,
and punishment for those persons convicted remained insufficient. The PKK has
routinely kidnapped young men, Of threatened their families, as part of its
recruiting efforl. PKK terrorists continue to abduct local villagers, teachers,
journalists and officials in the south easl. [5(c)(e),7(2).18(b)37]
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ﬁ:.

continued against
murders. [5(c)(e),7(a)]

525|nNovember19969fatalwaash-knownasmeSmuﬁukmddaﬁ-
exposedmbegweenlheTurklshinenigenoa f and right-wing mafia

1998 and
conclusion. [2(k),5(e),17]

5.26 The PKK routinely commits political and extrajudicial killings, primarily in the
ruralsoutheast.ThePKK.meDHKPICandotherarmed%roups.sud\asme
' of

“Turkish Workers' and Peasants' Liberation Movement (TIKKO mgonadly use the
ing to the U

threatofmurderasafomofpartydhdpline.Aword Department
State, PKK terrorists "murdered non-combatants, largeting v officials,

teadmsandohewrepresenhﬂmwmesmy\d random
murders in their lointimldaielhepopdace‘ThePKKregulaﬂywrywl

village guards, often executing the guards, their wives and .

ttacks against
:hlldran [5(c)(e).7(a),18(b)]

5.27 The Turkish Human Rights.Association{|HD) states. that there were in the
ﬁrsthalfonOOOTSanefswhosepefmtrammvenolbeenfound(dmnby
43% on the same period in 1889), 102 instances of extra-judigial killing or death in
tzzl;s./o) &\gnchmge on same period in 1999), and 263 reports of torture (down

" 5.28 Turkey recognises the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights. In

1999 Turkey lost all 18 cases in which it was a party, and was fined nearly £2
million. Most of the cases pertained to free expression crimes that occurred in the

early 1990s. [5(f))

5.29 Turkey signed up to two UN covenants durinF 2000 - the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the international Covenanl on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Signature does not impose legal
obligations, but indicates the intention by Turkey to become party to the
Covenants in due course. [79]

Information on freedom of expression is located in chapter Vil

SideS5afts
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Kurdish Society and History ¢ die . )
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6.1 Estimates of the number of Kurds in Turkey vary considerably; there may be blatest

12 - 15 million Kurds in Turkey out of a total popalatkm of 64.4 million, making taformation
Kurds the largest minority ethnic group in Turkey. The Kurdish birth rate is hig ""u:;;“,:“'“’
and the proportion of Kurds in the national population of Turkey is likely to
increase. [4(e),6,14]

62 In the 19™ century most Kurds were tribal pastoralists, but a significant
minoﬂtyWerepeasan&y.Rsuglousfeelk\ tendedtobaverystrongamongthe
Kurdish tribes, with devotion to . religious leaders-who belonged to
the brotherhoods of “folk-Istam”. These \eaders quite often became tribal chiefs in
their own right, with secular as well as religious authority. At the end of the 19"
century thinkers amang the different ethnic groups within the Ottoman Empire
began to think of themselves for the first time in ethnic terms. Both the Arabs and
Turks evolved ideas of ethnic nationhood, but such ideas were slower lo develop
within Kurdish society, which remained fragmented and tribal. [1 6(d)]

6.3 Many Kurdish Iribes supported Mustafa Kemal (Atatiirk)'s war of independence
in the expectation that they were repelling the infidel (Greeks, Armenians, and the
Allies) lo re-establish the Muslim Fatherland with its Sultan/Caliph. But Atatlirk
astablished an ethnic definition of the new Republic as “Turkish, secular and
modern”, and he set aboul suppressing all manifestations that contradicted that
aim: tribal life, Kurdish language and cullure, and the religious brotherhoods that
were so strong in the Kurdish region. From 1925 to 1938 the Turkish Government
ruthlessly suppressed Kurdish rebellions and resistance to the enforcement of this
new ideology which denied their identity. Kurdish leaders tended to appeal o
nationalis! ideas, the rank and file probably simply wanted their old way of life
back. Alatirk's measures involved mass killings, village destruction, and the
forced deportation of hundreds of thousands of Kurds. [16(d))

‘.._7‘

6.4 By the 1950s it seemed as if the Kurds had finally been hammered into Turks.
The end of one party politics in the 1040s led the new opposition 1o woo the old
tribal chiefs and the new landiord class in the Kurdish region to deliver the peasant
unte This breame a key leatuie of Turkish electoral politics The landlord class
benefited in material ways and obeyed the State ideoiogy. it was youig middie
class intellectuals in the 1950s who reawakened nationalist ideas within Kurdish
society, challenging the State’s view that Kurds were mountain Turks, (Kurdish is a
member of the Iranian branch of the Indo-European family of Iangua?es. Kurds
have no ethnic connection with Turks, whose language is a member 0 the Altaic
family). {16(d)}

6.5 During the 1970s many Kurds were atiracted 1o the leftist revolutionary
socialist groups which soon found themselves in armed conflict against right wing N
groups that frequently enjoyed the tacit support of the State. Counter insurgency ()
operations routinely involved human rights violations against villagers in affected
areas. With these disorders proliferating, the army intervened in September 1980.

It ic patimated that Atrinn the thras wpare nf military anusrnmant nrahahlv wer
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100,000 Kurds were detained by the security forces. Niany were tortured. (16(d)]

pro-government and
fauﬂliasanddsokahthwva\"rgumlm.mostnohMyW.m
wetesuspectedofbeinggovemneﬂllnfmmm.ﬂmbothsldesmy
violated the rules of war oﬂ\erlegalinslmmentsformeprotedionofbasic
r

ights. [16(d))

6.7Dwing|he19803lhePKKstaadﬂywhdenedits of influence. Most Kurds
werelnlﬁaﬂyhosﬁletomePKKandhatednsmeth . But they had little time for a
govemmemmatdetiedthelrldenﬁtymd ts. When government forces made
ihem choose sides, large numbers started
over its methods. Many were not interested i

They saw government atrociti
PKehyas defending the Kurdish corner. [16{d)]

3
3
i
&
i

6.8 In order to defeat the PKK, the armed forces were gra

under the State of Emm Decree of July 1987, and embarked
evicting villagers who to join the supposed
auxiliary, This force, which started in 1885, had rapid
corrup! n.aimhalttyandbmtalltytowarﬂsvﬂagetswhom

nationalist. From 1980 village clearances, frequently conducted with brutality
andkimngs,becamemoresystemaﬂc.anctobeerT s Human Rights
Minister, Azimet Koyluoglu, informed Parliament that two m villagers
already been rendered homeless. in July 1995 the vernor of the Emergency
Regionconﬁrmedatolaiofzse-tlomﬂyor jally evacuated villages and
hamiets. From 1997therateofevacuaﬁondeclhed.8y1999mosthumanrights
organisations reckoned there were in excess of 3500 villages evacualed and
between 2.5 and 3 million people rendered homeless. Theses were not confined to
the State of Ei ncy provinces; neigh provinees such as«K. Maras,
Sivas, Erzerum and Kangol were also affected. (1 d)]

Ez
:
g
:
g

6.9 In 1999 Abdullah Ocalan, the PKK leader, was captured and brought to trial by
a Turkish court. In June he was found guilty of treason, and was to
death. In early August the PKK indicated its willingness to comply with an's
request for a cease-fire in south-eastern Turkey. On 12 January 2000 the Turkish
Government agreed lo respect an injunction from the European Court of Human
Rights calling for the suspension of an's execution, pending his appeal to the
Court. In a written statement from prison, Ocalan said that the Government's
decision was a step lowards democracy. l-f;rledged that the PKK would not
exploit the move, and said thal he now believed that the PKK's war for a Kurdish
state was a "historic mistake". A ruling from the ECHR could take up to two years
from January 2000. [1,63]

6.10 Kurds do not represent a cohesive ethnic minority and range from persons
tranquilly integrated in the larger society throu%h political activists to committed
terrorists. A significant number of historically ethnic Kurds have been complet
z(ag)simﬂg&gg“imo Turkish society and no longer even speak Kurdish. [5(c).8,

.11 Outside south east Turkey, Kurds do not usually suffer persecution, or even
bureaucralic discrimination, provided that they do not publicly or politically assert
their Kurdish ethnic identity (see also "Freedom of Speech and of the Press” in
chapter Vi) [5(c) 18(h)] Kurds who publicly or politically assert their Kurdish
athriic identity run the nsk of narassment, misireatmeni and proseculion. (Ses
chapter V "Human Rights: General Assessment”) In urban areas Kurds are largely
assimilated, may not publicly identify themselves as Kurds and generally do not
endorse Kurdish separatism. ind they often intermarry with Turks, reach the
highest levels of society, and are seldom discriminated against on ethnic grounds.
Among many high-ranking Kurds who do not den; their ethnic origins are Hikmet
Getin, the former Depuly Prime Minister and CHP Chairman. It is estimated that
25% of deputies and other gowammg\zla officials claim an ethnic Kurdish
background. The lale President, Turgut |, admitted to having Kurdish blood.
Seraffettin Elci, an ethnic Kurd and former public works minister who was
famously imprisoned after saying he was 2 Kurd, acknowledged thal the situation
today is different from that thal saw him imprisoned, although there was still no
legal status to “Kurdishness". Kurds who are curently migrating westward

Side 2 at' 8
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(including those displaced the conflict In the southeast) bri with them their
culture and village idenﬁ%eo have little education and few and are simply

not prepared for urban life. While education in Kurdish takes place in informal ‘
semngsandmmughunas,sumacﬁmsm,scﬂyspealdm.w.mmkdof
ﬂmselNinghtfesouﬂmeastcanmtspeakTuﬂdsh.aﬁgumu\atmesmsﬂpmm
amongwonmlnabiitywspeakTmhhmralmisalegacyof

counterinsurgency
TheforcedrdocaﬂonsofKurdsfrommagesinmtheurbmoemlmOf
southeast have also resulted in the schools there being overwhelmed. [5(c)6,7

(a).9(d). 14]

6.12 OfmerourmainKurdishdiabdsordytwoarespdwnin Turkey, Kurmanji
amzmmmmdwm“mm.mmmmammumwy

intelligible. Most Turkish Kurds s ut those in the western
Ku_rggh_ in the provinces 6?%)“”# EW Kurdish,
which is an uropean language, is unrelated to . which is an Al
language. [4(e),45]

.13 In February 1997, 2 UNHCR representative stated it was nol posTgeible to

sustain a claim of persecution on the basis of being a Kurd per se. High

Administrative Court SVGH) of Baden-Wirttemberg, in a ruling made public on 6 .
May 1998, concl that Turkish Kurds are not subject to grou persecution. (4
Tor nulings made public on 22 December 1997 by the Adm Court (VG) )

of Karlsruhe, Germany, also concluded that Turkish Kurds are not per se exposed
to persecution for merely being Kurdish, This conclusion applied even in areas
whemthemisserbusmiﬂmconﬂnntaﬁonbelweensmfomesammePKK
The UNHCR Background Report on Refu'gm and Asylum Seekers from Turkey,
?a)t(%t;]Octobef 1997, does not state that Kurds are group persecuted. [18(b)(c) 42
a

KurdishPolitical Parties

(See also "Freedom of Political Association” sectioﬁ of éhépter Vll)

.14 The pro-Kurdish People’s Democracy Party (HADEP) participated in the
parliamentary elections in December 19895 and April 1899, but failed to obtain the
~ necessary 10% of the national vote in order to gain an¥ seats in the National
Assembly. In 1999 they attracted 4.73% of the vote. {1] Prior to the election
HADEP stated that it would concentrate on winning control of local councils in the
southeast at the simuitaneous municipal and general elections. {2(0)] It was
successful in the local elections, taking control of some municipalities, includi
Diyarbakir {see Hislory&.) In October 1998, a Virtue Party ( ) deputy s 5
"There-is no political influence in the (southeast) region other than that of the FP ’
and HADEP." [23(h)] )

6.15 HADEP members are somelimes the object of arbitrary arresls and mys!
killings and are often harassed in the southeast for their legal political activities. [
(c).7(a)] In February 1998, seven HADEP leaders were arrested on d\:rxs of
bel:g‘ linked with the PKK. [33(b)] The case was initiated by a HADEP ndar
which features pictures of separalist guerrilias. [30(b)] l-z\DEP leaders have
denied any links with the PKK. {2(n){0)] Depending on the outcome of the
investigation, HADEP faces closure by the Constitutional Court. [2(p)] In
September 1998, five of the defendants were released, including Murat Boziak,
the HADEP chairman, although the investigation continues. [23(1)) Two of
HADEP's predecessors, HEP and DEP, were closed by the Constitutional Court
Aue to alleasd enllaboration with the PKK. [2(n)(p).5(c).7(a).1 2(b),18(b)]

6.16 Following the detention of Abduliah Ocalan in ltaly in November 1998 some
HADEP members went on hunger strike in sympathy with the PKK leader. Others
held illegal demonstrations and some threw Molotov cocktails. This led to
widespread arrests of HADEP members through the end of November and
December, with further arrests bei made at protests against police actions
against HADEP. HADEP put the number of detainees at the end of November as
3,064, Most were reportedly freed after 2 brief detention. HADEP leaders said that
many of their partémembers were beaten and tortured during the government's
crackdown on HADEP, and one 18 year old member died in custody. IZ(SXI&.g
(e),30(m)(s),33(})] Following the hunger strikes on behalf of Ocalan and

issuing of a press release protesting against the request for his extradition, on 28
January 1999 the Ankara State Security Court Chief Prosecutor's Office filed a suil
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insi 47 HADEP officials, including Bozlak. The indictment has
ate?’?nsbehoveen fwandhalfyearstosevenandahaﬂyeas.iﬂ(o]m

J 1999theChiefProsewhorofl-ﬁghCourtoprpedsﬂledas against
HADEP in the Constitutional Court for ils closure and alleging an “organic
relation” between HADEP and the PKK. 1),33(i)] HADEP stated its intention to
stand in the B199993neralelecﬁonsd@pkethependhglawsuit.andme
Constitutional Court permitted it to do so. [54{c)]

PKKtemﬂstvidencemmmast.govemmemEgmmHADEPeasad
somewhat, al a case for closure of HAD is currently before the
Consﬂh:ﬁonalcowLdeaeHADEPmayorswerearmMethebtuaryzooo.[S

N

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and the Conflict in the Southeast (see also
"Security Situation” in chapler IV)

6.18 The government has relied on an exclusively military answer to the problems
in the southeast and appears to have handed over its authority to the security
forces, who have increasingly forced the local population to take sides e.g.

through the village guard .Thepolicyhasbeentooonoenhatameloeel
fation Into more easily protected villa away from the Iragi and Syrian

. During the the local ation has suffered considerably both

from PKK excesses and handed retaliation on the parl of the security

forces. The Turkish authorities have accused several countries, lndudlng Syﬂa.
Greece, Cyprus, Russia, Irag and Iran, of harbou the PKK. [1,5(a),6, 8?91243
Following heightened military tension between the Syria and Turkey, on ,
October 1998 an agreement was signed under which Syria agreed to curtail PKK
activities in its territory. pﬁmm;mmmmmmmpmnmofm

ment, overall Turkis ials have stated that they regarded Syria as lrying
to abide by its terms. [30(kX{!)] )

6.19The'vHIaQeQuaMS'areafmedandpddbym&mmmmdefendmn
villages-against attack by the PKK and to deny them logistical support from the
villages in the area. Although recruitment into the village guard corps is voluntary
(indeed, some Kurdish lribes are pro-government and enthusiastic in their
participation) refusal by individuals or entire villages to participate in the system is
usually considered by the local forces as an indication of active or passive support
for the guerrillas. The evacualion of the village, and its subsequent compiete or
partial destruction on security grounds, can follow a refusal to join. It has been
estimated that since 1991 over 3,000 vilages have been emptied. The exact
number of persons forcibly displaced from vﬂglgges in the southeast since 1984 is
unknown, but the US State Dept. report for 1999 observes that the figure (given by
a former Member of Parliament from the region) of 560,000 people appears to be
the most credible estimate. Other observers in the region estimate that the total
number of disptaced persons is about 800,000, and the Representative of the
Secre General on Internally Displaced Persons the number as as
wo million. The rate of evacuations has now , with 30 villages
reportedly being evacualed in 1998, and none in 2000 (up to October). {5(f),46(b)]
There has also been voluntary migration away from the rural areas for economic
or educational reasons, continuing the previously established trend of migration to
urban centres in pursuit of employment. [1 5(c),6,7(b),14,18(b)]

6.20 The majority of Kurds are reported to be opposed to the PKK and its "ruthless
armed techniques”. Political killings perpetrated by the PKK have included state
afficiale (landarma, local mayors, imams, and schoolteachers), state-paid village
guards and their family members, young vilagers wiw refused io be recruited and
PKK guerrillas-turned-informants. The KK was attributed with the killing of at
least 120 unarmed civilians during 1997, In January 1998, a US State Depariment
official stated "We believe that Turkey has the ri‘?hl to protect its citizens against
the PKK. We also would like to see those individuals and organisations who
criticise Turkey to understand the difference between the PKK terrarism and the
Kurdish minarity and not to confuse the two". [5(c).7(2)(b),14,20,23(d),40(e)]

6.21 On 2 August 1999 Ocalan made a call for the PKK to cease its activities from
1 September 1999 and to withdraw from Turkey. Two days later the PKK
presidential council answered his appeal and confirmed that PKK combatants
would indeed cease operations agains! Turkey. The stalement was supported the
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togmngoayoymeveopte'suoeramonmymmsmn( GN), (Ne armed
mt\gdmemmhcmﬂkmedmatnv'rmﬂdabm 's decision,
although it claimed the right to in self-defence if . [63(b)] PKK fighters
withdrew from Turkey at the of 1. The number of armed confrontations
in the south-east declined considerably, and in October 1999 the Govemment
reduced the number of checkpoints in the region. [1]

Kurdish Parliament-in-Exile

6.22 The Kurdish parliament-in-exile ‘:KDW)hadits headquarters in Brussels and
held monthly meetings. [46(a)] members held talks with European
parliamentarians on a number of issues 27(c)] The parliament-in-exile was

5 oc'evenrunbymePKK‘. (a]?nmwsgﬂwpathnenl-in-
emnasﬂwﬂmnmw. 1(a)] In July 1899 the Chief
invesﬁgaﬂoninmthePKow.nwasmponedmatanestwamnlsMabsenﬁam
issued for 33 people in line with articie 168 of the Turkish Penal Code
(establishmenlofannedgangsagainstsmteseuxﬂy). In September 1999 the

! 1i;:(n‘;lenl-in-exila voted to dissolve and to join the Kurdistan National Congress.
NI

Kurdish National Congress

6.23 The Kurdish National Congress was formed in May 1998 in Amsterdam. The
Congress claims to have broader representation than the parliament-in-exile,

, important Kurdish parties are not ted. It opened an
in London in early October 2000; details are sk , but it is to be
staffed by one to three people, and based in the offices of Kurdistan
Information Centre.[42(c)]

ALEVI KURDS (see also "Freedom of Religion” in chapter VII)

6.24 Like Turks, the Kurds can be divided into two rei sD?roups-meSuml
Muslims and Alevis. Sunni Muslim Kurds make up 85% of the total Kurdish
poptﬂatign. while Alevi Kurds form the minority 15%. [16(a)] -

§.25 Alevism is based on a charismatic and le%ndaty Turkish dervish (an Islamic
friar vowed o R:\;‘erty) from the 13th century. Although the dervish was 3 Mustim,
he was also a healer and miracle-worker, These shamanic influences give Alevism
its heterodox form. The followers of the dervish who led a nomadic or Semi-

6.26 Alevi society is very structured, with distinct spiritual ranks depending on
claimed lineage to past spiritual figures, with the highest being those claiming
lineage to the dervish himself. Under the Alevi befief system there are a sel
number of ways to God, with an individual progressing themselves through the
stages until the final stage is achieved. However, as is discussed later, in recent
years there has been a weakening of some of the doctrines. [70]

627 In order to co-exist peacefully with surroundi Sunni communities, Alevi
communities have worked in or around certain nni religious beliefs and
practices. A good example s the conduct of funerals in Alevi villages, where both
Sunni ceremonies and Alevi ceremonies have been worked in together. In an Alevi
village imams are generally respected and provided with certain facilities by the
community, 4nd alihough few aitend the services duing the waek, the masqtie will
rs;ua!l_y l[}mon religious festivals. Both Alevis and Sunnis regard themselves as
stamic.

.28 In the 1970s the majority of Alevi turned towards socialism, abandoning their
former religious identity. However, from the late 1980s Alevism has been
“rediscovered”. There are three reasons for this, the first two being the collapse of
socialism in Eastern Europe and the rise of political Islam in Turkey. The third
reason is Kurdish nationalism. As a significant number of Alevis are Kurds,
Kurdish nationalism affects the Alevi community. Therefore the Alevis have tended
towards the pnn::fle of unity, stressing their religious identity and gffiliation as
Alevi. This has led to whal is described as "Alevi revivalism® in T , with the
emergence of Alevi periodicals and newspapers, and communily based

~
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associations throughout Turkey and the European diaspora. However, the
weakeningofmeAlevilradmlnthewmsand'wsandmeinmasehme
urban Alevi population have meant a weakening of some of the Alevi doctrines.

(70]

s.mwimﬁsaegewaﬂyloeatedinmemargm!areasbetwaenmama&ﬂy
Kurdish south east and Turkish areas of Anatolia, concentrated in Tunceli, Sivas,
c.orum.TokatandMaras .Homever.miswmotbemidefadawrely
Alevite region. [16(a)]

6.30 Alevi Kurds oﬂenbetaymelrodginthrou?‘hthei’speed\.Mostsgak_m
minority Kurdish dialect Zaza (as do some Turkis  Alevis). [16(a)]

AL - S

6.31 Alevis.wheiherKurdishorTurldsh.donotobseNetheformal requirements of
Sunni Istam. Kurdish and Turkish Alevi women often go unveiled - however, in
r&sﬁonsetoadalmmaledishwomendono(wearMusllmdressandsobeh'ay

religious belief and ethnic origin, the British Embassy in Ankara stated that in
Turkey the vast majority of women, both of Turkish and Kurdish origin, wear
clothes thal cover rarmsandlegsandaheadscaﬂ.Vayfewmme
"chador”. It should aiso be noted that in the cilies many women, especially the
younger generation, do not even wear headscarves. [2(b),16(a),27(d),56]

6.32 Both Turkish and Kurdish Alevis mr;{g‘ge subjected to some bureaucralic
discrimination as are other ethnic and jous minority groups in Turkey (for
example.cmisuans).ﬂuwever.memisnoevmw are persecuted on
account of their rallgiousbeliefsbymekalshs!ate. Indeed, the Refah-led
govemmenl fall from power in June 1997, under army pressure, after it failed to
im asedesofmemwespmposedbymeNaﬁonalSowmyCoundlbwb
Sunni fundamentalism. (Refah is orthodox Sunni). Alevis have traditionally

edleftwingparﬁesbecauseofmelrstrongoommlm\erMoseajaﬂsm.{d '

suppon
(e),5(c),14,16(a)]

6.33Relatbrtsbetween8umﬂsafﬂAbWsaugatmaIygoqi. although Alevi and
Sunni largely go to their own respective shops, restaurants‘and garages. There is
ittle inter-marriage between the two sects. The Alevi the different
practices of their Sunni neighbours but do not disassociate from them entirely in
thelrownriwalandpetsonalilfa.ﬂo.Hmver.Moh publicized massacres
of Alevis took place in 1978 and 1 3. In 1978, at a time of widespread violent

_ unrest, hundreds of Alevi Kurds in Maras were reportedly killed by members of a

goupkm_asﬂmG:edeves(NaﬁmalAcﬁonM).Theﬂ%massaﬁe
occurred in Sivas, when militant Isiamic fundamentalists started a hotel fire that
burned lo death 37 Alevi intellectuals. Around 100 people were convicted for their
involvement in the incident, with sentences of up to 15 rears imprisonment. n
March 1995 serious violence occurred when militant Islamic fundamentalists
opened fire on coffee houses in Istanbul associated with the Alevi sect. Two or
ihree died in the original incident, and 3 further 25 died during several days of civic
disorder which followed. The demonsirators had re[portedly hurled petrol bombs at
the police, who responded by firing into the crowd. 1,7(a), 18(b)]

6.34 In Oclober 1998, the Chief Prosecutor's Office began an investigation after
three lawyers from the Ankara Bar Association filed a compiaint inst Virtue
Party leader, Recai Kutan, for remarks he had made about Alevis. In the complaint
it was stated that although his remarks were specifically aimed at the ruling Alawi
sect in Syria, were also insulting to millions of Alevi citizens in Turkey. 230
Kutan Is reported to have apologised for his comments stating, “! would be a fool
to speak badly of our Alawite brothers in Turkey." [2(u).27(d)]

£ 95 ARARS - mainly lorated in the southern province of Hatay, but also found
five other southern provinces, Mardin, Adana, Uifa, Mersin and Shn. in 1983 thare
were estimated to be about 200,000 Nusairi Arabs and in 1984 about 7,000 Arab

Christians. [4(e))

.36 CAUCASIANS - can be split into three groups: Circassians, Georgians and
Laz speakers. The north-eastern province of Artvin still has the largest single
group of native Georgian and Laz speakers whoe can also be found in the

rovinces east of Istanbul which border the Black Sea - Kocaeli, Sakarya and

olu. [4(e))

6.37 ARMENIANS - It is estimated that there are about 50,000 Armenians in
Turkey, induding Gregorians, Protestanis and Catholics, most, of who ive 1
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|stanoul. In 1915 and 176 (prior 1o Ne Tounaation ot NS | UrKish Kepubiic) more
thanamluionAnnenlanswereklbdatmehandso(me'Unityof " wing

of the government. Following this and subsequent mass de many Q
Armenians fled from Turkey. [1,18(a)]

6.38 Under the law, religious buildings that become “extinct" (because of
gl absemeafclergyorlaypemomtoslaﬁbealreﬁgwswundsafor

{3 adhemts)ravedtogovemmentpossession.mw!JBanAnwian
dwrchhHaiaypmvlnoewasdeenmdbthoﬁﬁaMobemlongwhoommwﬂy
use.anditisbmvﬂtomegovernmefﬂagencywhichapprovesmeopaaﬁonof
churches ete. [5(f)]

.39 GREEKS - Many members of the Greek Orthodox commiunity in Turkey have
emigrated, allege%o of pressure from the Turkish authorities. There are
now only about 4,400 Turkish citizens of Greek origin left in Istanbul. [4(e)}

6.40 SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS galso known as Syriac Christians,
Jacobitns.Assyrims.AmemorWest yrians)

This grouping was formerly a and prosperous community, mainly located in
the south eastern provinces of inandAdiyamanandcentradonmeandem
monasteries of the Tur'Abdin area. Estimated in 1980 lo number 40,000 people
but there has since been a move towards emigration, particularty amongst the
younger Syriac generation, partly based on economic reasons. Part of the
community has relocated in istanbul, while others have to western Europe
and the USA. In 1088, it was estimated that only 1 - 2,000 Arameans were left in
\heTqubﬁhdisMctandﬂwoverallﬁgminmesoulhmstisbeuevedtohave
dropped to 4,500 after a series of murders in 1990. [4{e),5(e)]

6.41 Distinct from ArameanS.butnonemelesseonnectedmthem.areme
Chaidean or East Syrian Christians, stﬂltobefoundlnscauaredgroupsinme
province of Mardin, and another, even smailer group, the Nestorians (also known
asAssyﬂans)whowemoncenumwslnmepmmcesofVanand i. The
combined numbers of these was estimated in 1980 to be only 7,000 and it
is likely that this figure is mu Jower today. [4(e))

65.42 Sy?an Orthodox Christians are not covered by the Lausanne Trealy. One

pu . Another consequence

religion may not acquire additional property for churches. in September 1997 the
Syriac Church was ocdered to halt restoration efforis to ils monasteries in the
southeast and in October 1997 was ordered lo terminate its Aramaic language
classes on grounds that it lacked proper authorisation from the Regional Board,

the Education Ministry, and the Office of Foundations. [5(e)) .
6.43 JEWS - account for the smallest religious population in Turkey. In 1996, it )
was estimated that there were about 25,000 remaining in Turkey. It is reported

that Sephardic Jews still play an important and respected role in business and the
professions. [1 4(e),18(b),23(k)]

.44 WOMEN - The literacy rate for women is approximately 78%, compared with
94% for men. Women make up between 43 and 50 per cent of the work force and

ge

service jobs. They may take the examination required to become governars or
subgovernors with several having been appointed as subgovernors. Although only
13 of the 550 MPs are female, Tansu Ciller was briefly prime minister, and she still
jeads one of the main opposition parties. There are no fermale ministers in the

Ecevil yuvemiment. t5{c)eKh.32{), S8l

.45 Spousal abuse is serious and widespread. Le%ls!ation passed in January
1998 made spousal abuse illegal and efther sex may file civil or criminal charges,
However, police are reported to be refuctant to intervene in domestic disputes and
frequently advise women to return to their husbands. "Honour” murders - the killing
by immediate family members of young unmarried girls who are suspected of
being unchaste - have hecome less common but continue in rural areas.
government banned the practice of forced virginity testing in January 1999, Under
the new law, a girl cannot be medically tested lo establish her virginity, unless
those demanding it have authorisation from the Justice Ministry. in June 1998 the
Constitutional Court annulled Article 440 of the Penal Code, which punished
women, but not men, for infidelity. [5(c)(e).33(c),40(b),56,57]
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6.46 Independent women's groups and women's rights associations exist and are
growlng. havinglncreasedtooverﬁOinmmbet.lnFebmaryigw.closeto

0.000womengaﬂ\emdinAnkarammardianddemonsta!eagaimlsocialpdlcy
initiatives of the then Istamist-led government. [5(c)]

Theissued&nweahgdheadswveﬂndedtwimhme'FreedomofRengion'
section in chapter VI

6.47 - Turkey has ratified the UN Convention on wmdmcm.mch
afﬂmsthatspeclaleﬂmsmustbemadetoproled against torture or
oﬂwercruaitreahnenLHowaver.Turldshchﬂdrenasyoungas12havemponedy
been subjected to torture. [12{e)]

8.48 The Government is committed to furthering children's welfare and works to
expandoppomlniﬁesinednmﬁonandhealm. There is a State Minister for
Women's and Famiy Issues who is responsible for implementing the
government's mes for children. In August 1997, Pariiament passed an
education reform bill that extended primary education from 5 to 8

year
education menus to allow more to continue their education,
as well as the number of child workers. [5(c)]

6.49 Instances of child beating and abuse are more frequently than in
previous years, according o women's . The increase is though! to be due
to greater public awareness of the problem. [5(c)]

.50 The constitution and labour laws forbid the employment of children younger
than 15,wlmtheexcepﬁonmatmose13md14yearsofagemyengagelnl
pai-ﬁmewodtifemdledmsd\oolmvocaﬁonaltrainhg.ﬂmm.ln
manydildmnwkbemsefamﬁiesmedmewpplemenmryirmme.mwkof
child labour occurs in rural areas and often is associated with traditional family
economic activity, such as farming or animal husbandry. [5(&)]

651 The Government recognised the serious problem of child labour in Turkey.
The Ministry of Labour, the Ankara municipality, the Turkis labour confederation,
the Turkish Empl Association are among the institutions ting in the

- |LO's International Program on the Elimination of Child Labour ( PECJ{ a|Erooject to
e

solve the prablems of working children. The Minis of Labour and jointly

oduced a study showing that almost one-half (44%) of the children working are
elow the age of 15, are paid less than the minimum wax, and have no
insurance, According to a 1996 study conducted by the Tirkis child workers
bureau, for every 100 workers, 32 were between the ages of 6 and 19. Children
employed at work sites and homes constitute 5 percent of the total working

pulation and were employed mostly in the metal, shoe, woodworking, and
agricultural sectors. The young workers employed on a monthly or daily wage
payment basis worked over 40 hours per week, and those employed at home and
not receiving a payment worked less than 40 hours a week. The study
reported that 56% of these workers were uninsured. it added that the total number
of working young persons between the ages of 12 and 19 was 3.5 million and that
45 percent of them were under the age of 16. The conslitution prohibits
compulsory labour, including that performed by children, and the laws are
enforced. [5(e)]

6.52 HOMOSEXUALS - There are no laws specifically concerning homosexual
acts. In the g‘enal code there are articles (419,547,576) which are intended to
safequard public morals, and which can be used against homosexuals. {75]
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! Turkay
I'HR Other issues

Vil. HUMAN RIGHTS: OTHER ISSUES

i ———

FREEDOM OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATION FASTHALS

2 + Gatfing
7.1 All activities by political parties were banned by the National ity Council m""""“"'
n 12 September 1980, andallpaﬂieswetedissolvedon 16 1981, pappiication

the formation of @ Consultative Assembly. From May 1983 new parties ~ Form=

were allowed to form, but their participatlonlnmegeneralelecﬁonwasmed!o vAppeals
strict rules: each had to have 30 party founders approved by the NSC party °"m'g'“‘“"°'" in
organisations in at least 34 of the provinces, while candidates for the eleclion were

also subject to veto by the military rulers. Legislation enacted in March 1886
stipulated that a party must have organisations in at least 45 provinces, and in  pPersonalised
two-wrdsafthedistriotsineachofmesehrawinoes.lnordertotakepartinan Updates (\j
election. Parties can only take seats in the ﬁonalAssemblyifmeywinaneast -
10% of the national vote. [1]

Latest

7.2 In June 1992, the True Path and Social Democratic Populist parties sent
proposals for the first "instaiment” of constitutional changes to_all Turkey's
opposiﬁonpafﬁes.whemermpresenladinmmeMOrmLTmmanges
pmposedwetegeneranymmmrecﬁonofgmawdmoaacy.nowm.mey
wereoppesedbytherWePany.anddebatesandvotesinJunerSshowed
that other religious and conservative hard-liners’ in ANAP and DYP were voling

voling aﬁinsl. The main elemenis were removal of language praising the 1980

the Constitution, |ower'm? the voting age and age at which people can
join parties to 18 from 21 and allowing greater political participation by trade
_ unions and civil associations. )

7.3 The use of languages other than Turkish in political campaigns is forbidden by
law. Additionally, a general prohibition exists against parties that claim that there
are minorities based "on national, religious, confessional, racial or language
differences”. Articles of the 1983 Political Parties Law state that political parties: .
(a) cannot put forward that minorities based on national, religious, confessional,

racial or language differences exist in Turkey, (b) cannol vocate the goal of
destroying national unity or be engaged in actvilies 10 this end by means of
protecting, developing, of disseminating language or cultures other than the
Turkish language and culture and thus create minorities in Turkey, and (c) cannot
use a language other than Turkish. Election law forbids the use of any language
other than Turkish in election campaigns. The Kurdish People's Labouf Party
(HEP) fell victim to these laws, as did the Democratic Mass Party (DKP). The
indictment against the DKP ilustrates the position of the government. The
prosecutor did not argue that Kurds or other minorities do not exist, and in fact
stated that such groups enrich society as a whole. However, the activities must be
kept at the level of the individual and not demand group rights. Some
parliamentary candidates have been prosecuted and convicted for using Kurdish
= alantion rallins. 19(d)]

7.4 Another party which was banned for contravening the secular nature of the
Turkish Republic was the Welfare Party, although the issue in this case was
religion. In February 1998 the Constitutional Court’s decision on the case was
published, in which the Welfare Party was adjudged to be using democracy to
astablish a state based on Shar'a followis\? statements made by its leaders In
speeches. Following the disbanding of the Welfare Party most of its parliamentary
deputies joined the Virtue Party. ver, although it initially steered a more
cautious course than the Welfare Party it appeared lo diverge from this course
when one of its female deputies entered the Turkish parfiament wearing @
headscarf, a public show which even some Virtue Panl. deputies saw as an

unnecessarily confrontational move. On 4 June 1999 the chief prosecutor sent an
annlinatinn tn the M anctibtinnal Conrd rlaiminn nat anly that the \lirte Barfu wae =
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centre of anti-secular activities, butlhalitwasa!soaoonﬁmatbnofme elfare
Pmy.conwrympmvlsiomofﬂ\eoonsﬂmnonwhidlhrbldsmmmmnﬂycmd
pawestoreopenunderamﬂIermme.Thecasefordomremainsbdomm
Court, which is expected to make its decision in late October 2000. {30(00))

Trade Unions

7.3mThe Turkish Iatgur movement beganmg the waostﬁem{t it wausmnotu:nul the
multi-party system of government came being 950s labour
movement really began to establish itself. [4(e)]

7.6 Unions must achieve a set minimum membership in each wo in order
tobeabletosigncoﬂecﬁvebargalnmgaooords.Thlshas small unions
gaining representation in the work place. [4(e)]

7.7 Constitutional amendments passed in July 1995 have slightly altered the
position described above. Article 52 has been amended o allow trade unions to

in political activites and civil servants are now allowed to form unions
although they are still not allowed to strike. [4(e))

Major Trade Union Confederations

7.8 TURKIS (Confederation of Turkish Labour Unions) Leader: Bayram Meral.
DISK {Confederation of Progressive Labour Unlons) Leader: Ridvan Budak.
HAK-IS Leader: Necati Celik. [4(e)]
Employers' Confederation

7.9 TUSIAD (Turkish Industrialists’ and Businessmen's Association) Pres.: Erkul
Yiicaoglu. Sec.-Gen.: Dr Haluk R. Tokel. 1] ‘

FREEBOM OF SPEECH AND OF THE PRESS

7.10 An extremely detailed examination of this issue is made in the Human Rights

 Watch paper "Turkey: Violations of Free Expression in Turkey" of February 1999,

[9(d)] Almost all Istanbul papers are aiso printed in Ankara and fzmir on the same
day, and some in Adana. Among the most serious and influential papers are the
dailies 'Milliyet' and ‘Cumhuriyet’. The weekly 'Girgir' is noted for its political satire,
The most popular dailies are the Istanbul papers ‘Sabah’, 'Hirriyet’, ‘Milliyet', "Yeni
Gunaydin', Turkiye' and ‘Zaman'. Yeni Asir, published in lzmir, is the best-selling
quality daily of the Aegean region. There are numerous provincial newspapers
with fimited circutation. [1]

7.11 Article 28 of the 1982 Constitution provides that the Press is free and shall
not be censored. Other articles of the Constitution and a number of related
laws, however, impose considerable restrictions on press freedoms, directly or
indirectly, although in practice these restrictions have tended to affect the major
newspapers less than the smaller, more politically extreme journals. Political
comment on the behaviour of the government and the ing politicians is
unprohibited, with corruption allegations providing a favoured topic. Nonetheless, a
significant number of journalists have been convicted of press-related offences,
normally in connection with the Kurdish question. Articie 8 of the Anti-Terror Law
has been used extensively in these cases. There have been cases of journalists
haing iygwisoned or, 1853 fraguently, \illed, by the serurity forces, not just in the
<outh east. The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) reported that at the end of
1999 at least 18 journalists were in prison. At the end of 1998 the figure was 25. [5
(f),58] Turkish press coverage of the situation in the State of E ncy Region in
\he south east tends to be unreliable, with the major papers largely r ing on the
official reports issued by the Office of the Governor of the State of Emergency
Region. Government decree No 430 requires self-censorship of all news reporting
from and about the State of Emergency Region and gives the power lo ban any
news regarded as misrepresenting events in the region. In addition to these
pressures, journalists operating in the south east have faced "bans" imposed at
various times by the PKK which have stated that any journalists defying the bans
will be regarded as legitimate targets. A number of urnalists have been
kidnapped by the PKK in the last few years. [4(e),5(b),9(b),18(a)]
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'pfohibitedbylamf'inmeeupressionand haﬁonofmoughtmm
passedinApril1991repealedthelaweffecﬁvaiyouﬁawhgmeweo{
mewom%pwmhgblaﬁmmeansmnsﬁﬂmﬁmmmwuishw

7.12 Article 26 of the 1982 Constitution ibits the use of any language O
, but

7.13 Despite these improvements, serious problems remain. The Constitution,
Palitical Law, the Law Conceming the Founding and Broadcasts of
Television and Radio, the Foreign Language Education and Teaching Law, and
the Law Concerning Fundamental Provisions on Elections and Voter R
Provincial Administration Law, all prohibit or restrict with certain exceptions the use a )
of languages other than Turkish. Political parties are still banned for "inciting l"-d
hatred on the nds of or ethnic difference” if they demand linguistic

and cultural rights for the Ku s. A recent attem byapcivatefomdatbntoleach

Kurdish “ran intoalegdbdd&walr‘.Thehead the unregistered Kurdish Institute

was unable to gﬁsw the Institute or put u'g a sign saying Kurdish Institute, even

t police ;
hsgr‘giettin Elci, an ethnic Kurd and former public works minister who was
Iam”%ugsly imprisoned for declaring he was a Kurd summed up the situation by
stating: _

'WhenIwasamlnisterandsaidinpubliclviasal(m'd.thewmsoclelywas
shaken. It was treated as a manifesto. The whole state was in turmoil, and | was
punished under Articie 142. Now when someone says he is a Kurd there is no
reactiort” Thina have changed, but this doesn't mean that "Kurdishness® has a
legal status.” (9(d)]

7 14 As far as the Islamist press is concerned, Turkey has a2 broad spectrum of
Islamist publications, ravin? from independent lo pro-lranian. Major Istamist
dallies include Zaman, Yen Safak, Akit and Milli Gazete. Islamist television
stations include Samanyolu and Channel 7, among others. Prosecutions have

been brought against some Istamist politicians, intellectuals and writers under the .
Turkish penal code which prohibits “openly inciting people to enmity and hatred by _
pointing to class, racial, religious, confessional, or regional differences” or under Ly
‘)(rovi:‘i;x}g(gt)zrceming publicly insulting or cursing the memory of Atatirk (Mustafa

emal).

7 15 Turkish State Broadcasting, TRT, had a monopoly on television broadcasting
in Turkey until relatively recently. The monopoly was breached by ggzimm channels
broadcasting by sateliite from outside Turkey, and in January 1

the Supreme Electoral Board stated that there were 250 private TV stations and
1,250 private radio stations operating in Turkey. Twelve of the TV and private
radio stations broadcast nationally, and the rest are local stations. In a December
1008 speech President Demirel said that 230 local, 15 regional and 16 national
television stations - the majority private - were registered, along with 1,055 local,
108 rcgiona!, 2nd 28 natinnal radin stations. [1.4(e).5(e)]

716 A Radio and Television Law was passed in April 1994 in an attempt to
establish some control over the broadcasting section. The iaw set up a Sugveme
Broadcasting Board (RTUK) composed of nine members, five appointed by the
government and four by the opposition, 1o oversee and regulate the broadcasting

private stations have mainly concentrated on broadcasting .sporl. films,
entertainment and sensational real life crime programmes. [1,4(€}]

7.17 Recently some parliamentary political parties have expressed support for
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education and advocated increased recognition of K identity. [2(q),23())

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

7.18TheConsﬁunbnpmvHesf0fﬁeedomofassembly.hmver.pﬁormuﬁcaﬁon
of Isremsh‘edandﬂwpeunisstonofﬂbauﬁ\oﬁhsmmtbeobtained.
The au maydwpemisslmwmeybdbvammhmbwyb
dismptpublicmdu’.Spmtaneousamuma&onsaeﬂegdandpummw
lmpﬂsomnm(ofupmmym.lnaddmn.mﬁdeBJMMTmst
prohibits assemblies, mee and demonstrations which are aimed at
undermining the indivisible unity of the Turkish state. Demonstrators, including
human rimdefendefs,smdemsandlslamisb. have frequently been taken into
custody peaoaﬁlpublicmadm.andheldforhoumordqs

in police
detention solely because of their non-violent political activities. [5(b),6,12(0),18(a)]

FREEDOM OF THE INDIVIDUAL

(See also chapter V "Human Rights: General Assessment’ for information on
extrajudicial killings, torture, "disappearance” and impunity issues)

7.18 The criminal trials procedure taw (CMUK) states that the maximum detention
period for those chargadwithoommonmdmdualcrimesis24 hours. Those
Hetained for common collective crimes may be held for an initial 24 hour period,
which can be extended for a further 24 hours, The CMUK entitles detainees lo
immedialeaocesstoanauomeyandmaymeetandconferwﬁhmeanonwyat
any time. This access is actually practised. [5(b).8]

7.20However.mesafegtmrdslnmeCMUKdonotapplylopersonsdetainedh

connection with crimes under the Anti-Terror Law. a broad definition of

terrorism, the Anti-Terror Law is used to detain terrorists and others

ofpromoting‘sepwaﬁsm"and'threa%enm indivisible unity of the
smle‘.TMsecharged.vﬁdeud-wchprﬁnesmuslbeMbefaeaw
wﬂtﬁnwm,mmmargedmmwmesofam itical or
conspiratorial nature may be detained for up to 7. days in most parts of the country
and up;lo10daysinthefwesoutheasmmrmvhcas under the state of
emergency.Thesecrimascomeundertheprisd on of the State Security Court,
and In such cases there is no guarantee of immediale access to an attorney. [2

- (0).5(b).6]

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
(See also "Freedom of Political Association” section for religion in politics)
(See also "Freedom of Speech and of the Press" section for religion in press)

7.21 Turkey is a secular state, with Article 24 of the Constitution providing for
freedom of belief and freedom of worship. These provisions are generally
observed. More than 99% of the population is Muslim, the maion:z is Sunni, but
there are about 12 million Alawis! Alevis (an offshoot of Shi'a . Although
Islam was stated to be the official religion in the Constitution of 1924, an
amendment in 1928 removed this privilege. There were attemplts to revive this link
between religion and state affairs by successive govemments. but secularity was
protected by the revolution of 1860, the coup of 1880 and the 1982 Constitution.
While Turkey is legally a secular state, Sunni Islam enjoys a privileged position
that can infringe rights of adherents of other groups and faiths freely to
cractise their refigion. Religious services can he held only in desianated places,
and Sunni Muslim religious instruction in schools i5 compuisory excepi ful
Lausanne Treaty minorities (Greek, Armenian and Jewish minorities recognised
under the Treaty of Lausanne as requiring special consideration). Adherents of the
Alevi sect complain of discrimination in this and other respects. Groups of soldiers
have been dismissed for prohibited religious and political activities, some religious
activities of Lausanne Treaty minorities have been restricted, and the ban on
headscarf wearing has been more rigorously enforced, leading some women to
lose their jobs or not be able to register for university. [1 ,S(b)(f)?sgi

7.22 There is @ ban on the wearing of headscarves in public workplaces, a ban
which the Refah Party, during its lime in government, unsuccessfully tried to
remove. The ban Is attribulable to a desire to prolect the secular nature of Turkey.

Tho ietin of tha waarina af hearderariee hae antarord intn tha nnlitiral arana in
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mceMyears,withdemombaﬁonswnﬁnulngwbewdagdmtmm.somed
which have descended into violence. In May 1999 the university rectors
agreed to maintain the ban on headscarves in their institutions. [69(a)]

tried to wear a session of the new parliament, contrary (0
the code of conduct for servants. After by g:

Pany(FP)resigmdeembefszofme over they saw as an
msemlﬁveandcamntatbndaclwmmmhaeasedm\swum.
[30(kk)(u)]MerveKavakdwasmbsequenﬁv suippedofherTukishdﬂzemhbon
the nds that she had previously ap, for and been granted US citizensh
without requestin permission from the urkish government. Al the T
E\evemepowerhmeckwmsmnoeslostﬁp ci of her

begin proceedings nst the Virtue Party for being anti-secular and a
continuation of the R Party, contrary to the Turkish Constitution. [5(g)] (See
*Freedom of Political Association” section)

FREEDOM FROM RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

7 24 The Turkish Constitution prohibits discrimination on ethnic, religious or racial
grounds. However, the Constitution does not recognise the Kurds as a national,
racial or ethnic minority. Thers are no legal barriers to ethnic Wpaﬁon in
itical and economic affairs, but Kurds who publicly or pol assert their
urdish identity risk public censure, harassment or prosecution (see “The Kurds"
section of chapter ).AKurdishethnicodginisnotabutoenhmcementin
'll's(ug;i]shsodetyas many MPs, seniotoﬁidaisandpmfassiondsmeﬁ\nbm.

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT / INTERNAL FLIGHT

7.25 Turkish citizens generally en)owe freedom of movement domestically and
the freedom to travel abroad. It is nal right of a Turkish citizen o
obtain 2 l}aasaport This right is denied only in the case of a national cy,
civic obligations (military service, for example), or criminal investigation or
prosecution. Within Turkez, travel outside the state of emergenc provinces is not
restricted. Travel inside the state of emergency provinces is often restricted for
security reasons. Both the security forces and the PKK set up roadblacks in the
region, although due to the improved security situation the use of roadblocks has
decreased. {5?f),6,7(a)]

796 Externa frontier controls are carried out effectively with a computerised
network at nearly all of the national frontiers. The names of all individuals exiting
Turkey at Istanbul 8 are automatically run through a computer lo see whether
they appear on the list of people to be prevented from leaving the country for
reasons of, for example, tax evasion or committing a crime. Police clearance is

required for passport issue. [6,7(c)(d)]

7.27 The ongoing conflict between the Turkish armed forces and the PKK
guerrillas, and the poor economic situation in the southeast, have caused
considerable migration away from the rural areas in the southeast. Man¥ have
remained in the southeast and moved lo cities such as Diyarbakir, Siirt, unceli
and Cizre, whose poputations have doubled or trebled as a result of the migration.
Ihe farge cities In the wesi iiuve aist Desn majur (eipienis of this migration It is
estimated that as many as 3.5 million Kurds have left southeast Turkey since
1984 istanbul, lzmir and Ankara have recelved the most migrants, with Istanbul
accommodating almost 1.5 million new immigrants. Between one-half and almost
wo-thirds of the Kurdish population now live in peaceful assimilation in westem
Turkey and on the southern coast (3 million in the istanbul conurbation, 2 - 3
million on the southern coast, 1 million on the Aegean coasl, 1 million in central
Anatolia and the remaining 6 million in east and southeast Turkey). [6,7(a)]

7.28 UNHCR advise that, in .,general. Kurds fleeing southeast Turkey have a
possibility to relocale within Turkey. According to their information, the large

number of internally displaced persons in Turkey do not normaily face serious
security problems. Ixicwever the ongoing conflict between the Turkish state and
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mePKKnasmsedtensmnsbmenTumsmmus.mpauwlarmug
cmeswhereﬂwrehasbeenalargamuxofKugdsﬂeehgconﬂictmnes.These
tensionslg;a’baeneagaeerbatedbymemtudandcmvmnof

Abduliah an.Obv:ouslay;ett:gu?é:upmostlikely\obemwedb
sympathisers with the PKK. In view of the above, is
essential to find out if Turkish asylum seekers, if returned, would be at risk of
belngsusmctadofconmdiontoormehywmmem. a
poﬁtbdproﬁe.lfmisismeme.w continue, they shou
ashavingbeenableloavailmenwelvesoflheopﬂonmre?oeetaheregon
outside the southeast of the country. [18(h)]

3
i

7.29Nn\oummmme1951 Convention relating to the Status of

Refugees ( onvention) and its 1967 Protocol, it operates n\ceome

Convention with a resfriction, the terms of the n

only to refugees . In Novem 1 the Turkish nt
blished a new re i entitied

third country. The “asylum-seeker” does nol have the option of remaining in
Turkey, although thﬁ will be allowed to stay in the country pending re-
settlement. [12(n)] Nearly 4, refugees were processed for resettlement by
UNHCR Turkey during the period January - September 19898. [18(g)]

7.30 Under the 1994 regulation mentioned above, foreign nationals arriving in
Tur}(eytoseekasylummmtstmnm&appmwmepoibems of

days. The UNHCR office in Ankara still conducts refugee determination of non-
European asylum-seekers in Turkey, independent of the Turkish government and
undertakes lo reseitle those it recognises as needing of protection. [12(n),18(g)}

731 Amnesty International's main criticism of the Turkish process is directed
towards the 5 day time limit. Failure lo register within 5 days of arrival leaves
asylum seekers liable to immediate deportation without any examination of their
claim, and the 5 day limit is siringently z:gglied. There have been instarices of
aslylum seekers who have approached UNHCR and been recognised as
refugees, but have been deported for failing to comply with the 5 day registralion
deadline. Nearly all of the cases known to Amnesty international involved asylum
seckers who had entered Turkey illegaily and had failed to register within the 5
day limit. In Amnes International's view, the numbers of such cases m reach
the hundreds. [12(n)] UNHCR note that working relations between UNHCR and
the Turkish government are excellent, although there have been di ies
between status determination decisions taken by UNHCR and those of the Turkish

t

in Turkey. [18(g)]

732 A Ministry of the Interior administrative regulation also requires all asylum
seekers lo present a valid identification document when submitting their
application. Amnesly international report that asylum seekers who have been
unabie to provide such a document have been unable to register their claims and
have been subsequenlly deported. Amnesty have also expressed concerns over
large scale roundups and expulsions of non-Europeans present ifegally in Turkey,
some of whom have been recognised as refugees by the UNHCR. [12(n)]

7.43 UNHCR, in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry

nd tha lnbtarar hae Imrimmbnsd ~ Aanmnrnhanriun Aaraarammnn s comnnart beninias an

Side 6 af 8



IND - HR Other issues

Wi UG MRS, G BuUIMIcu o \Al!ltplﬂllﬂll&l'ﬂ' M G w aoypvn UL ) wit
asylum and re!umissues for Turkish auu\odﬁes%hosemhavempanin
the programme e included senior olice officers dealing with refugees and
asylum seekers, while further initia will target the judiciary and Bar
Assaciations. [18(g)]

TREATMENT OF RETURNED ASYLUM SEEKERS

Y.Mﬂmhmomamsaﬁmmgovemmwtmalcot\smenﬂyandfomany
momwrsmeu-eatmentofmumestokaey.EvenUwTwﬁshHumnRigms
&sociaﬂon(lHD)doesnolpufomhisﬁmdhn.Theodywayhddeﬁsof
mxsmﬁnentarebmumttomﬂceisifmepersonhimorhefseﬁnotmeslwman
rights organisations, press, embassies and so0 on. a).73(az] |ndptg‘l:w the

released
aﬂer!hemuﬁneinterview.ﬁmahasbwnanmnumberdcaseslatdy
whereremnwdasylumseekerswerepickeduplaterby'unknownwfam
mm@mormmwmewmmmmmmmmmmﬁ
ontosaythalﬂwismistreaﬂnemiswﬂedouﬂnofdertoobtam m
suspected persons. [1 2(k),72(a)]

7.35 Returnees without documents will be guestioned. [47] Thiswﬂlbeanindegg
|ntanoga(bnbymeTurkishborﬂerpoﬁoe(wtﬂd1istobedisﬁnguishedm
routine iden dweckonarriva!).TheGem\anaumodﬁesstataMasan{;le.uw

These enquiries

the retufee will be kept in custody. Currently available information indicates that
undocumented returnees are generally nat being maltreated while being kept in
custody. However, ill-treatment cannot be ruled out in cases where returnees are
suspected separatists. [48] The Swiss authorities take the view that nothing

be co[n;gi?lﬁly excluded or assumed from the start; it depends on the individual
case. [72(a

7.36 Amnesty International in Germany state, in relation to returns from Germany,
that the Turkish authorities are more likely to be suspicious in cases where a
person retumin?‘ to Turkey is not carrying any valid personal documents in
accordance with regulations or is carrying documents indicating asylum
proceedings abroad. (12(k)]

7.37 Being of Kurdish o?m does not in itself constitute a h risk of inhuman
treatment. [72(a),47 48) Everything depends on the individual and his activities in
Turkey and abroad. [72(a))

7 38 In relation to returnees who are draft evaders, there is information available
on this subject in the military service section elsewhere in this assessment. Draft
evasion is punishable by imprisonment according to the Military Penal Caode.
Hence a draft evader would be arrested when detected. [48] The treatment of draft
uvaders in basis iraining or aher posting iu thair unlt is lass olegr, There ie little
information on the matter as serving soldiers come under the administration of the
military authorities. The various EU authorities which were asked for their opinions

greatly depends on the unil which they are serving in), and the Swiss noting that
Eh?r:7ii g]o safe information on the subject, and that conditions can be harsher. [72
a ' A

7.39 At the time of writing there are 70 reported cases which have been advanced
as evidence of the mistreatment of returnees in Turkey. Some refugee groups and
human rights organisations, including the IHD, have expressed grave concerns

Side 7 at' 8
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tmmxmmmmbmmnrmmm,mmmm
dﬁeswhmmamhasbeenalargemommﬂsﬂeehgwlﬂidm.mm
tensions l}ave been exacerbated by the arrest, trial and conviction of PKK leader,
Abdullah an. Obviously, the group most likely to be exposed to
pmsewﬁonlpersecuﬁonareKutdssu ofbehz?Naomectedtoorbeh.g
sympathlsstswlmthePKK.lnviaw the above, CR advise that it
essential to find out if Turkish asylum seekers, if returned, would be
beingsuspectedofconnewontoor with the PKK, or have otherwise a
polmwproﬂe.lfmlsisthecase.UN R continue, they should not be considered
ashavhgbeenabletoavaimemselvesoﬂheopﬁonloMInareglon
outside the southeast of the country. [18(h)]

TREATMENT OF FOREIGNERS SEEKINF ASYLUM IN TURKEY

729Alﬂ10ug|kaeyhasraﬁﬁedttte1961 Convenﬁonrelaﬁngtothesmsof
(afugeeConvenﬁon)andltstTProhoool.itoperahelheR

Refugees
cOnvenuoanamhhd restriction, app!yinggt:leumsoftheConven
only to refugees urope. In November 1 the Turkish
2 e etk o
Procedures and the related to Mass nfiux and the Foreigners Arriving in
Turkey either as Individuals or in Groups Wishing to seek um from Turkey or
Requesﬁn%Resldence Permits with the Intention of Seeking um From a Third
Country”. Under this new . non-Europeans as well as Europeans are
requiredis;g submit their graﬁontotheTwldshw.lfaEumpea:dg
recogn as a refugee, urkish government them protection u
melennsoftheConvenuon.lfanon-Eu is recognised by the Turkish
authorities to have a valid claim to . he or she is classified as an
“asylum-seeker” and their case is submitted to the UNHCR for resettiement in a
oy, athough th '”"“m'“‘“""% e aoowad 1o siay I &"‘“m‘“'“m.g*‘“““ <
urkey, a s re-
settiement. [12(n)] ?Xearly 4, refugees were processed for resettiement by
UNHCR Turkey during the period January - September 1898. [18(g)]

7.30 Under the 1994 regulaﬁmmenﬁuwdabova..fmdmmmlsarﬂvhgin
Turkey to seek asylum muslsubmitumirappliwﬁonwlrnpolbewitIinSd of
their arrival in the country. Thosewhohaveenmdmegaly(forexample

oper documentation or authorisation) are muimd to submit their g&pucatlon to
the authorities in the governorate closest to their point of entry. UNHCR is resent
in border areas to monitor refugees and counsel asylum seekers about urkish

. asylum regulations. Those who enter the couniry | may submit their

application in any city in the country, but are still required to do so within 5 days.
The claim is considered by the Ministry of the interior. If a negative decision is
reached, a deportation order is issued, which may be appealed against within 15
days. The UNHCR office in Ankara still conducts refugee determination of norn-
European asylum-seekers in Turkey, independent of the Turkish government and
undertakes to resettie those it recognises as needing of protection. [1 2(n),18(0)}

7.31 Amnesty international’s main criticism of the Turkish process is directed
lowards the 5 day time limit. Failure to register within 5 days of arrival leaves
asylum seekers liable to immediate deportation without any examination of their
claim, and the 5 day limit Is stringently applied. There have been instances of
asylum seekers who have approached the UNHCR and been as
re s, but have been deported for failin%rt: comply with the 5 day tration
deadline. Nearly all of the cases known 10 nesty International involv asylum
seekers who had entered Turkey illegally and had failed to register within the 5
day limit. In Amnes international’s view, the numbers of such cases reach
the hundreds. {12(n)) UNHCR note that working relations between UNHCR and
the Turkish government are excellent, although there have been discrepancies
hetween status determination decisions taken by UNHCR and those of the Turkish
authonties. UnHCR adveceic ¢ mue flexibie spoticatinn of tha aeylum nrocedure

in Turkey. [18(g))

7.32 A Ministry of the Interior administrative regulation also requires all asylum
seekers to present a valid identification document when submitting their
application. Amnesty international report that asylum seekers who have been
unable o provide such a document have been unable to register their claims and
have been subsequently deported. Amnesty have also expressed concerns over
large scale roundups and expulsions of non-Europeans present illegally in Turkey,
some of whom have been recognised as refugees by the UNHCR. [12(n)]

7.33 UNHCR, in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry

nf tha Intadar han lrimnhad » meamnealhaneien Araaearmmo b mrmaart leminina an

Side 6 af 8



IND - HR Other issues

Asgoctabons [18(g)]

TREATMENT OF RETURNED ASYLUM SEEKERS
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custody for more interviews. [72(a)] Amnesly International in Germany take the
viewmatwhaenlsstllmthalmostasﬁumsedwswmmesmmed
aﬂeftherwunemetviaw.mmsbeenanmasingnumbefofmlately
where retumed esylin soakers Wers DR Y oice e rapor goos

en up or ames Y.

mtosaymatmbmisueaunmtiswﬁedomtnomrtoobminwnfemm
suspected persans. [12(k),72(a)]

7.35RequeesMMdowmentswlﬂbequestioned.[ﬂ]mswlllbemhdepm
iMmgaﬁonbyﬁxekaishbaderpoﬁce(whlchismbedisunwishedﬂomﬁw
routine ldenrgz’checkon arrival). The German i
questions to personal data,dataofandraasonsfot Turkey,
possibl&_ctimma\ record in Germ and contacis with Turkish

custody. However, ill-treatment cannot be ruled out in cases where returnees are

ot -
be completely excluded or assumed from the start; it depends on the individual
case, [72(a))

7.36 Amnesty International in Germany stale, in relation to returns from Germany,
that the Turkish authorities are more likely to be suspicious in cases where a
person returning to Turkey is not carrying any valid personal documents in
accordance with regulations or is carrying documents indicating asylum
proceedings abroad. [12(k)]

7.37 Being of Kurdish origin does not in itself constitute 2 higher risk of inhuman
treatment. [72(a),47.48] Everything depends on the individua! and his aclivities in
Turkey and abroad. [72(2)]

7.38 In relation to returnees who are draft evaders, there is information available
on this subject in the military service section elsewhere in this assessment. Drafl
avasion is punishable by imprisonment according to the Military Penal Code.
Hence a draft evader would be arrested when detected. [48] The trealment of draft
wvaders 1) Lasic daining o alei posiung 1o shoie ynit is lege rlaar There is litle
information on the matter as serving sol(ﬁ

military authorities. The various EU authorities which were asked for their opinions
have consequently not been able to advance any useful evaluation of the situation,
with the French noting that they cannot exclude the possibility that draft evaders
may be badly treated during trreir military service (although they note that this
greatly depends on the unit which they are serving in), a the Swiss nofing that
;h?r“e_,ii glo safe information on the subject, and that conditions can be harsher. [72
a . Al

739 At the time of writing there are 70 reported cases which have besn advanced
as evidence of the mistreatment of returnees in Turkey. Some refugee groups and
human rights organisations, including the IHD, have expressed grave concems
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over the risk of torture run relurnees. Details of these cases are listed in source

74, 1%::0),42(9),49-52.74]. e earliest cases from 1

1998. most in any one year was 17 in 1987. four of these cases
three one 5

4 - allegedly refouled
5 - not returnees (holidaymakers, voluntary returnees, elc)

15 - were either PKK sympathizers, or were returned to Turkey with material on
them or in their luggage which would strongly indicate PKK sympathies

2 - family connections to the PKK

3 . outstanding legal actions against them in Turkey
4 - denounced as PKK supporters

5 - are reporied as missing

2 - involved religion: one Alevi, one Yazidi

5 - inconclusive / no detalis of ill-treatment (only reported to be sent for military ‘

semo;z or Imprisoned, or arrested, or failed to contact family oulside Turkey after
return

27 - cases without explanation / other cases

7.401r?uderforanassessmemofﬂsktoben\ademerepodadcasesof
mistreatment of returnees must be set against the total number of returnees. The

- numbers of removals of Turkish nationals lo Turkey by various countries are sel

out in the table at Annex E.

7 41 Few countries were able to give figures for the number of removals for the
last 10 years, the period over which the reported cases of mistreatment occurred.
Even with only half the figures for returnees for the last 10 years being available,
and these relating to only 9 countries, the numbers are still | . with 37,769

Turkish nationals being returned, of which 6,416 are | ed as being

6,416.

742 As is stated earlier, there is no organisation that monitors retumees, so it
should be accepted thal there are more actual cases of mistreatment than those
reported, As to whal degree there is underreporting, this can only be a question for
snecuiation The position of the LINMOR in the matter is that they have no
objection to the return of Turkish asylum seekers who after a fair and etficient
asylum procedure have been found not to be refugees nor to be in need of
international protection on other grounds. [1 8(d)(e)()]
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the Socialist Party of Kurdistan, or the PSK

IBJ:THE HUMAN RIGHTS SI1UATION IN TURKEY, COMMITTEE ON LEGAL
AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS, POLITICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, COUNCIL
OF EUROPE 17/12/1991

[9] HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
{a) WORLD REPORT 1987

(b) TURKEY: TORTURE AND MISTREATMENT IN PRE-TRIAL DETENTION BY
ANTI-TERROR POLICE, HELSINKI MARCH 1987

Side 2 af' 12
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(c) WORLD REPORT 1988

(d) TURKEY: VIOLATIONS OF FREE EXPRESSION IN TURKEY FEB.1999

(e) WORLD REPORT 2000

gg IN;.ET%TONAL HELSINKI FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, ANNUAL

[11] TRT TV, ANKARA

(a) Council Decides On Measures To Prevent Human Rights Abuses 10/1 1/1997
{b) Court Orders Arrest Of Policemen Istanbul Riot Case 16/9/1997

(c) Three Policemen Suspended After Reporters Beaten 29/7/1957

(d) Council Adopts Decisions To Improve Human Rights Situation 7/8/1997

(e) Human Rights Body to Review Measures Against Torture 5/0/1987

fl)%c:vg;mem Sets Up Working Group On Freedom Of Thought, Expression

(g) Parliament Approves Lifting State Of Emergency In Three Provinces 4/10/1897
(h) Governor Says Security Achieved In State Of Emergency Region 24/10/1 997
(i) Premier Details Election Agreement Reached With Opposition Party 28/4/1998
(j) Premier Announces New Cabinet List 11/1/1898

(k) Parﬁ;a.ment Votes Confidence in New Government 17/1/1998

{1} Iraqi Kurdish Leader Assures Turkey About Fighting Separatists 9/11/1998
(m) Interior Minister Says Number of “Terrorist Incidents” Down 12/12/1898

(n) Policemen in Journalist's Death Trial Released 11/1 2/1998

(o) Pro;Kurdish Party Officials Sued for Ties with “Terrorists™ 28/12/1998

(p) Parliament Extends State of Emergency 9/2/1898

{g) Court decides on retrial for 10 policemen acquitted of torture 15/6/1989

(r) Prosecutor starts investigating Kurdish parliament-in-exile 26/7/11999

(s) Kurdish leader Ocalan asks rebels lo cease armed struggle 31/5/1989

(t) Kurdish leader Ocalan sentenced to death 29/6/1999

(u) Islamist MP in headscatf row stripped of citizenship 15/5/1999

(v) Islamists says bid to strip deputy of citizenship blow to democracy 14/5/1999
{12] AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

(2) 1997 ANNUAL REPORT

(b) TURKEY: The colours of their clothes: parfiamentary deputies serve 15 years'
imprisonment for expressions of Kurdish political identity December 1997

@
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(¢} TURKEY: Information on Continuing Human Rights Abuses February 1996
(d) TURKEY: No security without human rights 1986

e) TURKEY: Children at risk of torture, death in custody and "disappearance”
mber 1996

(f) 1998 ANNUAL REPORT

ig) TURKEY: "Crealing a Silent Society": Turkish Government Prepares o
mprison Leading Human Rights Defender February 19991

gl) 1999 UN Commission on Human Rights: Making Human Rights Work: Time to

the Special Procedures February 1999
(i) Re: Military Service in Turkey 7/5/1899
(i) Turkey: The Duty to Supervise, Investigate and Prosecute April 1889
(k) Amnesty, German branch: Risks to Kurds when returning to Turkey 3/2/1989

(1l Turkey: Osman Murat Ulke - Conscientious Objector Imprisoned for Life May

(m) Turkey: Listen to the Saturday Mothers November 1898

(12’)9 ';urkey. Refoulement of non-European Refugees - A Protection Crisis July

(0) 1999 ANNUAL REPORT

(p) 2000 ANNUAL REPORT

gBI PUBLIC STATEMENT ON TURKEY, EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR THE

ON OF TORTURE AND INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT
OR PUNISHMENT, COUNCIL OF EUROPE 6/12/1996

ug] TURKEY: PROFILE OF ASYLUM CLAIMS AND COUNTRY CONDITIONS,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE JULY 1895

[15) MlbDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST

Turkey Knuckles Down To fight Inflation Baltie 12/11/1897
{16] DAVID McDOWALL 1992

{a) Extract from "The Kurds: A Nation Denied” (1892)

(b} Extract from "A Modem History of the Kurds" (1897)
(c) Letter of 18 March 1999

(d) Extract from letter of 1 October 1998

(17] JANE'S INTELLIGENCE REVIEW

Pointers - Sentinel Briefs Links Between Turkish Officiats and Mafia Confirmed
February 1998

[18] UNHCR

(ag)g%ACKGROUND PAPER ON TURKISH ASYLUM SEEKERS SEPTEMBER
1
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(b) BACKGROUND REPORT ON REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS FROM ‘
TURKEY OCTOBER 1997

(c) Letter to Refugee Legal Centre 10/2/1997

(d) Letter to Dutch Nﬂn!stgrzgof Foreign Affairs re: Return of Rejected Asylum
Seekers to Turkey 9/8/1

(e) Letter to Howe & Co solicitors 31/3/1999
(N Letter to Home Office 23/7/1999

(g) 1998 Global Appeal Programme Overview
(h) Letter dated 22/3/1999

[19) ddpADN, BERLIN

Human Rights Abuse$S "Isolated incidents" Yiimaz Says 30/9/1987 .
120) ;;Hg PIK: A ?ﬁggﬂ on SEPARATIST VIOLENCE IN TURKEY (1978- &)
[21] HORRIYET

(a) 12/4/1994

(b) Power Struggle in Kurdish Rebel Organisation 16/11/1998
(22} TURKISH PRESS SCANNER 6/7/1985

(23] TURKISH DAILY NEWS

(a) 7/1/1994

(b) 12/7/1994

(c) 27/12/1994

{d) US - Don't Confuse PKK Terror With Kurdish Minority 9/1/1998 ’
(e) British Expert - “Nature of RP Successor Will Define Turkish Politics' 18/1/1998

(f) EU Concern Over Erdogan Decision 29/9/1998

(g) The Miitary Debate: Escalation in Conflict Expected in the Near Future
13/1/1994

{h) Amo - 'FP and HADEP Only Parties in the Southeast’ 1/10/1998

(i) Chairman of HADEF Released 22/% 19590

(j) Kutan Under Investigation for Remarks Against Alawis 13/10/1998

(k) Jewish Industrialists in Turkey 7/9/98

(1) FP's Kutan - Kurds Have Right to their Identity 13/8/1998

(m) The Anatomy of a Political Scandal 13/11/1998 @

(n) Labour Unions Reacl Against Layoffs and Blame Crisis on Employers

AmrAaMAnNAN
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1014194

(24] CUMHURIYET 25/5/1994

[25] (TURKISH) MILITARY SERVICE LAW CODE NUMBER 1111
{26] WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL

(a) Letter 27/1/1997

(b) Letter 29/1 0/1998

(27] TURKISH PROBE

(a) United States, European Union Criticize Jall Term For Erdogan 5/10/1998
(b) European Mission Says Turkey's Southeast ‘Normalising' 13/9/98
(¢) Kurdish Parliament Looking for 2 New Meeting Place 111/58

(d) Kutan Draws Criticism from Alawite Community 18/10/98

(ﬂ ;’;ngméaan Rights Diary: Justice Minister Calls for Change in State Security Courts

(28] THE MIDDLE EAST

(a) Turkey’s Economic Woes December 1987

(b) First They Arrested The Poets.... June 1998

{c) Doubls Raised Over Turkey's Human Rights Achlevements July 1998
(d) Turkay Counts the Cos! February 1998

[29] INTER PRESS SERVICE

Rights-Turkey-Military Implicated in Attack on Rights Activist 27/5/1998
[40] ANATOLIA NEWS AGENCY, ANKARA

(a) Annual Inflation Rate Over 80 Per Cent in September 3/10/1998

(b) Officials of Pro-Kurdish Party Taken Into Custody 1/4/1998

(c) Human Rights Activist Given One Year Sentence for "Separatist Propaganda®
16/12/1998

(d) Court Acquits Defendants in Pro-Kurdish Sympathies Case 19/11/1898

(e) Party Leader Explains Reasons for Censure Motion Against Premier
12/11/1988

(f) istamist Party Submits Censure Motion Against Premier 11/11/1938

(g) President Demirel Appoints Democratic Left Leader Prime Minister 2/12/1998
(h) Premier Designate Gives Up Bid to Form Government 6/1/1988

(i) Bill to Replace Death Penalty with Life Sentence Completed 16/11/1898

(j) Parliament Extends State of Emergency by Four Months 24/11/1998

~n S B
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g %Mhisﬁer Syria Fulfilling Commitments on Tackling Separatists
0/121

(1) News Agency Reports Hitches in Ankara's Relations With Syria 28/11/1998

gm}OneHundredand FiﬁyKurdishPartyMembersTa!wninlnCustody
1/11/1998

(n) Pro-Kurdish Party Members Arrested, Imprisoned in Turkey 23/11/1998
(o) Ten People Remanded in Custody for Holding lllegal Demo 1/12/1998
(p) Kurdish Party Members Arested 7/12/1998

93% zElleggg Members of Kurdish Party Arrested for "Separalist Propaganda"
1

(1) Eight Members of Pro-Kurdish Party Arrested 14/12/1938

(s) More Than 60 Kurdish Leader's Sympathisers Arrested 19/11/1988 .
(1) Chief Prosecutor Files Suit to Close Down Party Over Terrorist Links 29/1/1969 %3’

{u) Court jails six policemen for killing journalist 6/5/1999

(v) Human rights activist starts prison sentence 3/6/1999

(w) Pariiament removes military judges from security courts 18/6/1998

Military n;dge in Kurdish leader's trial replaced by civilian 19/6/1999

(x) Wm People's Party to hold congress 22-23 May 22/4/11999

(y) Leader of Democratic Turkey Party explains reasons for resignation 12/5/1999

(z) Agency lists new government ministers 28/5/1999

(aa) List of parties taking part in the 18™ April elections B/4/1999

(bb) Parliament extends slate of emergency for four months 13/7/1998 _)
(cc) European rights court official discusses death sentence 29/6/1899

(dd) Justice minister denies taking steps to abolish capital punishment 1/7/1999

}ee) Imprisoned Kurdish leader calls on rebels to end armed struggle, withdraw
orces 3/8/1998

(ff) Ng\gtgler says Turkey agreed lo abide by European Court's decision on Ocalan

(gg) Palice detain 725 people at Kurdisn New Year protest i1 isianul 22/3/1952
(hh) Britain revokes Med TV licence 23/4/1999
(it) Kurdish Med TV said lo be broadcasting via Vatican channel 31/3/1999

{ji) MP in headscarf controversy leave parliament without swearing in 2/5/1998

(kk) MP resigns from Istamist party ovef’headscarf row 12/5/1999

(Il) Istamist party deputy leader resigns over party's policy on headscaris 6/5/1999
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(mm) Premier on steps to remove citizenship of woman Islamic deputy 13/5/1999
(nn) Kurdish guerrilla sentenced to death, seeks clemency 20/5/1999

(4?0 1l?r'gc::ecmot sends case for closing Islamist party to constitutional court

%p%}:gggmmpassesmmmmemwmgemm&hmbetsmwm

(qq) Repentance Law to be extended for six more months 23/2/00
(rr) Security Council lifts state of emergency in eastern Van Province 26/6/2000
[31] TURKISH NATIONALITY LAW NUMBER 403 (11/2/1864)

Eél MILITARY SERVICE IN TURKEY, GERMAN FEDERAL AGENCY FOR THE
COGNITION OF FOREIGN REFUGEES, AUGUST 1887

{33]) THE GUARDIAN

(a) Turkey Bans Islamist Party 17/1/1998

(b) Kurdish Politicians Detained in Turkey 17/2/1998

(c) Turkish Men May Forfeit Control of Family Affairs 6/3/1998
(d) Arrests in Turkey 23/5/1998

(e) Rights Activist identifies Hitmen 25/5/1998

(f) Kurds Learn to Lean on the Remote Control 25/3/1998

. (g) Doctor in Court for Reporting Torture 10/3/1998

(h) Veteran Ecevit Pulls Together Stopgap Turkish Government 8/1/1999
(i) Kurdish Party Faces Ban Over PKK "Link’ 30/1/1999

(i) Turkley Hoids 300 Kurds in Bid to Stop Protests Spreading 19/2/1999
(k) General Raises Hopes of Peace With Kurds 8/9/1988

34] UNITED NATIONS, COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FIFTY-FOURTH

ESSION, "QUESTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS
SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT, IN
PARTICULAR: TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT", 24/12/1897

[35] CENTRE FOR INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE AND COOPERATION
Prison Senienue Foi Tuikish | iuman Rights nesociation Lead 28/105/1523
(36] XINHUA NEWS AGENCY NEWS BULLETIN

Turkey's Istanbul Mayor Removed from Office 5/11/28

[37] UNITED NATIONS, COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FIFTY-FOURTH
SESSION, "QUESTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS
SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT", 12/1/1998

(38] UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS, INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS,

L R naitala ~ -~ P RENETE AN AN

Side 8 at 12

As DE N



[ND - Annex A Side 9 at 12

LHAK | UF KATIFILATIUNS AS Al 31 UELEMBER 190, 199/

(38) THE TIMES ®
(a) Policemen Jailed Over Killing in Turkey 20/3/1998

(b) Europe Calls for Action to Block Kurdish Influx 7/1/1998

(c) Hint of Amnesly as Turkey Halts Offensive Against Kurds 22/2/1999

[40) THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

(a) Outrage as Turkish Court Clears Police of Torturing 16 Teenagers 12/3/1998
(b) International - Virginity Testing to be Curbed by Turkey 20/10/1897

(c) Turkey Human Rights Man Shot 13/5/1998

(d) Istamic Women Wear Wigs 1o Defy the Generals 5/7/1988

{e) Turkey to Deal "Final Blow' to Kurd Rebels 1/5/1998

{f) Turkey Seeks New Coalition 24/12/1988

(g) Holiday Britons Warned of Bomb Risk in Turkey 16/3/1899

[41] Turkish Embassy in London letter dated 24/8/1998

(42] MIGRATION NEWS SHEET

(a) Court Rules That Turkish Kurds Do Not Face Group Persecution January 1998

(1'3953“ Lankan Tamils and Turkish Kurds do not Suffer Group Persecution June

" (c) Kurdish National Congress June 1999
{d) Repatriated Kurds risk torture and death July 1999
[43] THE EUROPEAN )
(a) Will Turkish Virtue be Rewarded or Condemned? 9-15 March 1998 |
(b) Turks Sent Back lo the Drawing Board 30/1 1/1098 - 6/12/1998
(44] THE INDEPENDENT
Trade Dies in the Land of the Lost Ark 22/10/1998
{45) Ethnologue 13th Edition 1986 Summer Institute of Linguistics
[46) MED TV

(a) Kurdish Parliament in Exile 1ssues Communiqué After Monthly Meeting
16/8/1997

(b) Human Rights Leader Says No Progress Achieved in 1998

(c) Kurdish Party Says it Will Stand in Elections Despite Lawsuil 28/1/1999

(d) Kurdistan Workers' Party Re-Elects Imprisoned Leader Ocalan 4/3/1999
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(g) rnn putiuc Wity W pursue JUIUNE ZUUHUOS 1T URINUGT20e WEITIEWUIR Q107 199
’ (f) Kurdish militia says atiacks (0 escalate 5/3/1998

[47] FRENCH OFFICE FOR THE PROTECTION OF REFUGEES AND
STATELESS PERSONS

Letter of 15 June 1999

48] GERMAN BUNDESAMT FUR DIE ANERKENNUNG AUSLANDISCHER
UCHTLINGE

Letter of 15 July 1899
(48] HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION OF TURKEY
(a) The position of refugees who are sent back to Turkey update: March 1999
(b) Human Rights Yesterday and Today 19/3/1989
@‘ (50] OZGUR POLITIKA
(a) Torture is waiting for those who are returned 24/6/1998

E‘uﬂ REGIONAL WORKING GROUP OF THE G.AL. HAMBURG FOR
ESEARCH INTO EMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

(a)ThedangersfacedbyKurdishrefugeesdepoﬁndtoT rkey: arrest
maltreatment, "disappearance” January 1998 ey WS,

{52] NIEDERSACHEN COUNCIL FOR REFUGEE SUPPORT. .

(a) From Germany into the Turkish Torture Chambers: The
returning Kurds March/June 1999 ongars-faced2y.

- (53] ANADOLU NEWS AGENCY

(a) Bulent Ecevit Gives Up Attempt to Form Government After F it
Government 20/12/1998 er Fall of Coalition

[54] FINANCIAL TIMES

(a) Diplomatic Met Closes on Kurdish Separatist Guerrilla Forces 21/11/1998
(b) In the End, Ocalan Had No Place to Run 17/2/199

{c) Islamist Party Offers Voters a Candidate Without 2 Headscarf 9/3/1999
(d) Sezer likely to prepare Turkey for entry to EU 5/5/2000

[55] NEWSWEEK

(3) A& Kurdich Infeue 311083

[56) THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

(a) Turkey: Beyond the Veil 31/1/1999

[57) EVENING STANDARD

Turkey Bans Virginity Testing 7/1/1999

[58] COMMITTEE TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS

~m AT Y
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Country report: Turkey 1997

[59] MILLIYET

(ag)gr;ew Top Ruling Council Reportedly Formed by PKK in Turkey 27 February
1

{60] REPUBLIC OF TURKEY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit's Statement to the Press on Economic and Social
Measures Adopted for the Eastern and Southeastern Anatolian Regions 1/3/1999

(61) DHKC WEBSITE

From THKP-C to Devrimei Sol to DHKP

[62] CTV TELEVISION

(a) Leading Turkish human rights leader resigns 22/6/1999

(b) Pro-Kurdish party mayor in eastern Turkey removed from office 1/711999

(c) Kurdish official says leader’'s democratic manifesto” is party’s new policy
21/6/1999

(d) Kurdish rebel HQ halts guerrilla actions "until further orders” 13/7/1999
[63] KEESING'S RECORD OF WORLD EVENTS

(a) Turkey: General Election April 1989

(b) Turkey: Kurdish ceasefire August 1989

~ (c) Turkey: November 1999

(d) European Union: December 1999

(e) Turkey: Stay of execution for Ocalan January 2000

(f) Turkey: July 2000

(64] IRNA NEWS AGENCY

(a) PKK radio reports release of opposition ieader 15/7/1939

(65] STERN MAGAZINE

(a) Ocalan's brother announces “total war” against Turkey 11/3/1999

L(_BGLUNITED NATIONS, COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FIFTY-FIFTH
SESGI0N, REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON ENFORCED OR

- .

INVOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCE 28/12/1998

gﬁ? UNITED NATIONS, COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FIFTY-FIFTH
ESSION, REPORT OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, VISIT BY THE SPECIAL
RAPPORTEUR TO TURKEY 27/1/1899

‘68] EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE AND
NHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT, REPORT TO THE
TURKISH GOVERNMENT ON THE VISIT TO TURKEY CARRIED OUT BY THE
CPT FROM 5 TO 17 OCTOBER 1997

tent WANMAL T TV
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(U] AL 1Y

(a) Universiy rectors uphold ban on headscarves 7/5/1999

(70] ALEVI IDENTITY, SWEDISH RESEARCH INSTITUTE IN ISTANBUL 1998
[71] AL-HAYAT

(a) Kurds elect Ocalan "honorary president” of partiament in exile 3/6/1099

(72] SWISS FEDERAL OFFICE FOR REFUGEES

(a) Letter of 17 June 1999

(73] TURKISH HUMAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION (IHD)

(a) Statement of the HmnmR%AssodaliononlheKwdishmfumestobe
deportedfromGerrnany151311

(b) Extract from report on human rights violations in Jan. to June 2000
[74] CIPU TABLE GIVING DETAILS OF TURKISH RETURNEE CASES
[75] THE INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN AND GAY ASSOCIATION
Turkey (updated 5.12.99)

[76] Extract from "1988 REGULAR REPORT FROM THE (EUROPEAN)
COMMISSION ON TURKEY'S PROGRESS TOWARDS ACCESSION"™

[771']E_xtradfrom the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture
jrsH éﬁm éAngNE BY ACCIDENT: TORTURE SURVIVORS FROM TURKEY IN

[71"8‘} Extract from “INTRODUCTION TO TURKISH LAW" ediled by Tubrul Ansay
- and Don W,

allace (1996).
|79} UNITED NATIONS

Motifications of Turkey's signature of the International Covenant on Economic,
gocial and Cultural Rights, and of the International Covenanit on Civil and Political
ights

A ne M



IND - Annex B Side 1 at'2

252 IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY
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hsylum in The UK 1809

: Annex 8

ANNEX B: PARLIAMENTARY PARTIES

———

FASTRACK

¢ Gatting
Anavatan Partisi (ANAP) (Motheriand Party). Founded 1083. Supports free M"',..,."'"’"""
eral

market economic system, moderate nationalist and conservalive policies, rational  papplication
social justice system, integration with the EU, and closer ties with the Islamic  Foms

world. Chair. Mesut Yilmaz. Sec.-Gen. Yapar Okuyan. vAppexis
°W ™
Biiylik Birlik Partisi (BBP) (Great Unity Party). Founded 1993, Chair. Muhsin  pLatest
Yazicioglu, Information .
o Porsonalisad
Updatos (‘ =;)

Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP) (Republican mle's Party). Founded 1923 by
Kemal Alaturk, dissolved in 1981 and reactiv in 1992, with Sosyal
Demoksat Halkei Parti (Social Democratic Populist Party) in February 1995. Left-
wing. Leader Altan Oymen. Sec.-Gen. Adnan Keskin.

Tis Partisi (DEPAR) (Changing Turkey Party). Founded 1998.
Chair. Gokhan fu.

Demokrasi ve Barip Partisi (DBP) (Democracy and Peace Party). Founded
1998, Pro-Kurdish. Leader Refik Karakog.

Demokeat Tiirkiye Partisi (DTP) (Democratic Turkey Party). Leader (vacant).

 Demokratik Sol Partisi (DSP) (Democratic Left Party). Founded 1985. Centre-
jeft. Draws support from members of the former Republican People's Party. Chair.
Biilent Ecavit. Sec.-Gen. Zeki Sezer.

Doéru Yol Partisi (DYP) sTrue Path Party). Founded 1983. Centre-right.
Repiaced the Justice Party (founded 1961 and banned in 1981). Chair, Tansu .
Giller, Sec.-Gen. Nurhan Tekinel.

Fazilet Partisi (FP) (Viue Parly). Founded 1997. Replaced Refah Partisi
SNetfa:(e Party). Isiamic fundamentalist. Interest in free market economy. Leader
ecai Kutan,

Halkin Demokrasi Partisi (HADEP) (People’s Democracy Party). Founded 1994.
Pro-Kurdish nationalist party. Chair. el Turan Demir.

isci Partisi (IP) (Workers' Party). Founded 1892, Chair. Dogu Peringek.

Liberal Demokratik Parti (LDP) (Liberal Democratic Party), Founded 1994.
Thiat . BESIM TiaUi, ‘

Millet Partisi (MP) (Nation Party). Founded 1992. Chair Aykut Edibali.

Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi (MHP) (Nationalist Action Party). Founded 1983.
Formerly the Conservative Party. Leader Devlel Bahgeli. Sec.-Gen. Koray Aydin.

Ozguriuk ve Dayanisme Partisi (ODP) (Freedom and Solidarity Party). Founded
1996. Leader Ufuk Uraz. ,)
it
Yeniden Dogus Partisi (YOP). (Rebirth Parly). Founded 1892. Chair. Hasan e
Celal Guzel.
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Yeni Parti (YP) (New Party). Founded 1983. Leader Yusuf Bozkurt Ozal.

Source - 1.
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1 Turkey
: Annex C

ANNEX C: MAIN ILLEGAL POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

e ———

FASTRACK

. PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party / Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan) Advico

Founded on 27 November 1978. It advocates armed struggle both al home 8nd | Appeals
abroad, to achieve an independent Kurdish state slicing through Turkey, SYa, ,gecrutment in

lraq and lran, and lau the s%le in 1984. S7-member directorate.  IND
Leadership: Abduliah "Apo" Ocalan. [1,18(b)] rLatest
infermation
: i o . »Personalised 2 '
TDKP (Halkin Kurtulusu / Turkish Revolutionary Communist Party) Updatas w

Started its publications in February 1976 but first came into being as a political
formation in 1978 using the name TDKP/Insa Orgutu. In February 1980 it became
an lllegal party using only the name TDKP. Its aims cenire around the belief in 2
National Democratic Revolution (MDD) and believes in armed activities fo support

or play a pioneering role in its mass organisation. [20]
TKPAML-{MLKP) (Turkish Communist Party-Marxist Leninist)

Founded In Febru(a_q 1972 as a faction of the Revolutionary Workers' Peasanis
Party of Turkey (TIIKP). The party has suffered saveral divisions with each
claimingJo be "the real party”. Its activities vary from rural attacks and clashes o
urban assassinations. Based on pro-Maoist ideology, assuming that the rural

~ areas of Turkey will be liberated first, leading to the creation of a peasants army.
The working classes in the cities would then unite with the peasants and heip
overthrow the “capitalist order”. Certain factions have moved away from the
traditional revolutionary ideology. (20, 7{g))

PSK | TKSP | SPTK (Socialist Party of Turkish Kurdistan / Turkish Kurdistan

Socialist Party) ’

Founded in 1975. Marxist-Leninist group which aimed for the creation of an o
indepencdent socialist state of Kurdistan. Leader. Kemal Burkay. [20, 7(h), 7(0)

DEV GENG (Revolutionary Youth)

Radical student organisation which was established in the late 1960s. Reportedly
became a clearinghouse for leftist revolutionaries of aimost eve% persuasion. it
was the founding base for the militant Turkish Peoples' Liberation arty and Front
(THKP-C), which in time splintered to form numerous groups, including Dev Sol
and Dev Yol. [20]

DHKP-C (Revolutionary Peopie’s Liberation Fary-T reit)

Appeared under the name Dev Sol (Devrimci Sol / Revolutionary Left) which was
founded in 1978 from Dev Yol. Marxist underground group which seeks 1o use
violence to overthrow the government and create a Marxist stale. All
operational links with the PKK. Changed its name in 1094 to DHKP-C
(Revolutionary People's Liberation Party-Front) [7(a), 12(d). 18(b), 20, 61}

DEV YOL (Devrimei Yol / Revolutionary Way or Path) @
(O

Established in 1977 from Dev Geng. Believed in an armed struggle against
fasciam to hrino about a Marxist-l eninist state in Turkev althonah its stnionles
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appear largely limited mﬁghmg with mvm However, its activities
wetellmlbd wﬂﬂngslogansonmwaﬂs
andoocasbnanym mm\gmmnts (20]

TBKP (United Communist Party of Turkey)

Founded in 1988 through a dmeTKP(ComnmlstP ) and
the TP (Workers' Party of Tu ). Its leadership incl and
Haydar Kutiu owsorvedmsswyomrotmemnsmmmne(b)

TIKKO (Turkish Workers' and Peasants' Liberation Army)

llegal armed resistance movement. Reportedly the military wing of the TKP\ML
(see above). [7(g)]
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26 October 1923 Advico

Turkey was declared a Republic with Mustafa Kemal (sumamed Atatlrk in 1834)
as President. A single party - the Re blican People's Party - was formed as the | gocruitmentin

main instrument of the enforcement 0 Government policy. IND
;-'M

1928 1 Parsonalised
Updates

lsl‘aag\ was disestablished and the Constitution amended to make Turkey a secular
stale.

November 1938
The death of Atatiirk led to the election of Ismet Inoni as President.
November 1945

Under pressure from public opinion, President Indnii announced the end of the
single party system.

15 February 1850

New electoral law guaranteed free and fair elections.
April 1960

Studeni unrest led to the imposition of Martial Law.
27 May 1960

The President and Prime Minister were arrested and the government was
replaced by a Committee of National Unity headed by General Cemal Girsel.

January 1961

A new Assembly o act as a temporary parliament was convened - comprising the
Committee of National Unity acling jointly with the 271 member House of
Representatives, in which the People's Party predominated. Parties were again
legalised and a number of new paries emerged. A spucias commitee of the
Assembly framed a new constitution in which there were significant changes from
the 1924 version - including the 1946 change which replaced the one party system
of government with a multi-party system and the recognition of unions. The new
zonsliugion established a 150 member Senale and a 450 member Grand National
ssembly.

25 October 1961
Parliament opened, thus transferring power back to the civilian authorities.

1970

{w‘
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Fighting between left and r 1 political factions became serious with the use of
firearms and petrol bombs. were a number of political murders.

1971

Polmcalandsodalumestconumedmwﬁwnhoummotvm
smdentsamwadeunlons,andbymndishsepam.&cuona\
Wmmmmmmmmm.

12 March 1871

ﬂweChiefo(meGeneraIStaffandmeAmw.NawandAhfoweCommam
deﬁveredammndummmepmsldentaccusmmsavanMO{Mng
mwmsﬂpMamyandddewaﬂngmmWspmﬂples.ﬂm
threat thatunless'ashungandaedﬂegovemem'wasfomed.mearmed
forces would take over the administration of the state. The same day the cabinet
resigned. A new 'above-pay' vernment was formed which first
attention to the suppression itical violence.

26 April 1971

Martial Law was imposed in 11 provinces including Ankara and Istanbul.
Newspapers were suppressed, strikes were banned and large numbers of left
wing supporters were arrested.

26 September 1973
Martial Law came to an end.

15 May 1974

To mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Turkish Republic, the
Government granted an amnesty to 50,000 prisoners.

. 20 July 1974

After a Greek-backed coup against President Makarios, Turkish troops landed in
Cyprus and took control of about 1/3 of the island. The island remains divided.

1974 - 4977

An increase in political violence throughout Turkey, but most notably in the
universities, between left and right groups.

December 1977

By mid-December 250 people had died as a result of political viclerice. A state of
emergency was declared in Turkey's eastern provinces.

December 1978

By December 1878 over 800 people had been killed in political violence - mainly in
(e eastern provinces. The oulbrear of violence came tc o climay in Decembe
1978 in the town of Karamanmara® (K Mara®). Right and left wing extremists had
exacerbated the historical enmity and distrust between the orthodox Sunni
majority and the Alevi Shi'a minority. Following the funeral of two left wing political
activists on 21 December a large scale demonstration by Alevis took place. Sunnis
fired on the Alevi mourners and indiscriminate rioting erupted. In the following
three days over 100 people were killed and over 1,000 injured.

26 December 1978

Martial Law was imposed in Istanbul and Ankara and 11 eastern provinces.

Side 2 at9
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April 1979
Martial Lawwasextendedloep:ovincesinmemalmmed!shsoumeast.
August 1880

ByAungt.ahnostmOOpeoplehadciedasaresultofdashesbetmmﬂnleﬂ
and —Mngfacﬂonssineeﬂ\ebeginnmdﬂ\eyaar-despﬂamemlonof
martial law in 20 out of the 67 provinces.

The 1980 Coup
AcombimMofﬂterunM’smwﬂytodealwnhdevblmce.me
ineffectiveness of the andaresurgmceollslamlcfmdamemaﬁsmledthe
armed forces, under Evren.hseizapmlnabloodh&couponﬁ
September.

18 September 1980

The leaders of the coup formed a 5-man National Security Council (NSC), with
General Evren as Chairman and Head of State. Martial law was extended to the
whole country and the Grand National Assembly dissolved,

21 September 1980

The NSC appointed a mainly civilian Council of Ministers. Former political leaders,
suspeded%ists and political extremists were all detained, political activities
were banned, and the aclivities of extremist trade unions suspended.

27 October 1980

The NSC enacted a 7 point provisional Constitution, giving itself legisiative powers
for an indefinite period.

October 1981

" A Consultative Assembly was formed to draft a new Constitution, comprising 160
members. All former politicians who were banned from political activity in 1981
were excluded, and on 16 October all political parties were disbanded.

7 November 1982

The new Constitution was approved by a referendum with a 91% majority. The
Conslitution gave further powers 1o the President, including the power to dissoive
the Grand National Assembly, delay laws, call elections and make all key
appointments. A "temporary article” of the Constitution installed General Evren as
President for a 7 year term.

24 April 1983

New law on political parties published in Official Gazette. Political parties could
now be formed under strict rules, but all political parties disbanded in Oclober
1981 remained proscribed, along with the 723 former members of the Grand
National Assembiy who wore Lanaed from politien! antjsiting for between 5 and 10
years.

8 November 1983

Parliamentary rule was restored with the & Novermber General Election, although
every candidate had to be approved by the military council.

1984

The PKK, led by Abduliah Ocalan, launched a violent guerilla cam ign against
the Turkish authorities in the south-eastern provinces, in support of its aim for
€ =

Wiwerdioh natinnal hamaland in Turbou ha Turbich =itharitioe roennndad ho
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amﬁngsuxdededshm.dispaMmomswﬁymmm
region, establishing local militia gups and imposing martial faw in the troubled
provlnoes.ThlswaswplacedlM Tbyastateofemefgency.Bymasovemooo
peoplehadbeenkﬂledasarasmmfmel(urdishumest. .

July 1987

ofemegencymmepmvhcesofmyawdr.msmmdﬂakm-mulmm

a total mevincasunderanofﬁcialstateofemergency.
6 September 1987
A national referend approved the repeal the 10 year ban on

um narrowly of
participating in pofitical aclivities imposed in 1981 on over 200 politicians.
29 November 1987

Theﬁrstfreeelectionssincethe1980mil‘mafycoupwerecontestedby7patﬁes.
ANAP won 65% of the 450 Assemb!yseatswﬁhse%ofthevotes.and

formed a government with Turgut as Prime Minister.

Turk sl&ed the Council of Eurt:ﬁ: Convention on the Prevention of Torture, and
later in month announced that it would shortly sign the United Nations'

Convention against torture.

November 1988

Anaye.arstaleofemergencyin Istanbul was lifted.
9 Nova‘:nber 1989

Turgut Ozal succeeded General Kenan Evren as President by securing 2 simple

- majority of the 450 Assembly deputies.

1990

Early 1990 saw 3 sharp increase in urban terrorism, committed by left and right-
wing groups.

g April 1990

The government introduced harsh measures lo combat ethnic unrest - imposing
restrictions on the media and increasing the powers of local officials to outlaw
sirikes and impose internal banishment. On 14 April the State of Emergency
powers of the jonal Super Governor of SE Turkey were extended lo cover 10
provinces of the region. However, the violence escalated and in April and m
alone, clashes between rebel Kurds, security forces and civilians left 140 dead.
The 10 provinces under the State of Emergency were Batman, Bingol, Diyarbakir,
Elazig, Hakkari, Mardin, Siirt, Sirnak, Tunceli and Van.

January 1991
National Assembly gave permission for Allied Forces to use Turkish air bases.

12 April 1991

Anti-Terror Law passed b National Assembly. The legislation provided for the
abolition of articles 140, 141, 142 and 163 of the penal code which proscribed the
formation of religious and communist parties, for the early release of many
Frlsoners. for the commuting the death sentence for more than 250 prisoners and
or the relaxation of the ban on the use of minorilzalanguages (though some
restrictions remained). By mid-April it was reported | 1'5.0(')0._ political prisoners

b nlenndo b snlnannd fenem nrinmn  Liscossns . A0ON4 Tosbande
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Constitutional Court refused to give legal status to the United Turkish

Party (TBKP).

March 1892

Violent clashes during the Kurdish new year festival, Newroz. Official sources put
unmmberdmatarmmdSOandddmethm%um(mm,nm
civilians. Humanrightsgtwpsputﬂ\emnnberofdea at double the official
statistics.

July 1992

LeguatbnmuoduoedinMay1992beeamelathuly.llﬂhgmebmonpomiwl
parﬁesdoseddownaﬂerthewwnﬂiuycoup.

2 December 1992

The Judicial Reform Package (CMUK) became faw.
18 March 1893

The PKK declared a cease-fire for the period between 20 March and 15 April
16 April 1993

PKK extended cease-fire indefinitely.

19 April 1993

President Turgut Ozal died of a heart attack.

17 May 1993

Suleymz;\ Demire! elected as President.

" 24 May 1993

PKK cease-fire effectively ended when they attacked a passenger bus, killing
security force personnel and clvilians.

2 July 1993

A hotel fire in Sivas started by Musiim fundamentalists killed 37 people, mostly
writers, poets and singers who were in the city to attend 2 cultural festival.

16 October 1993

The PKK threatened to kill any journalisis who continued to work in the south east.
Six days later the PKK order the closure of all poitical offices in the south east,
and warned that any politicians who defied the ban would become targets.

30 November 1993

The PKK ordered the closure of all educational institutions in the south east,
warning that those who violated the ban would become largels.

15 March 1894

Prime Minister Giller announced that she would declare Newroz a public holiday to
be celebrated b{ every Turkish citizen. The government dismissed a call for a
cease fire made by PKK leader Abdullah Ocatan.

26 December 1994
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AnkaraStaleSem&ComtpassedsentenceonBBpeopleoomuedd
involvement in the hotel fire in Sivas in July 1993.

February 1995

TheEumpeanPaﬁamanlappmvedaresomuonsayingmatTurkeYaMmandghts
meordwasboopoortoahnacusbmsmbnaccotdwimthe&mpemumonat
arndaddedMKMdmalteitsapprovalofmededconuwnon

12 March 1995

27 October 1995

The Turkish Pariiament accepted changes to the Anti-Terror Law, allowing more
freedom of intellectuals, lawyers and polilicians convicted for publicly demanding
greater rights for Kurds. The allowed for reduced jail terms or freedom for
those already convicled under the law.

24 December 1995

Over 34 million Turks went to polling stations to elect an enia 550 member -

parliament. Refah received 21.4% of the vole, ANAP 19.7% and DYP 18.2%.
3 March 1996

ANAP and DYP sealed a minority government pact.

21 March 1996

Newroz passed off with no major incident recorded around the country.

24 May 1996

DYP chairwoman Giller said that coalition alliance with ANAP was finished.
6 June 1996

PM Yilmaz, ANAP's leader, resigned

28 June 1996

The Refah (Welfare) Party leader Necmettin Erbakan became Turkey's first
|slamist prime minister in a coalition with the DYP.

3 November 1996

Car containing government MP, police chief and crime boss crashed near
Susuriuk, sparking scandal over state-mafia links.

10 January 1997

dR{efa'&(Wel{are) mayor called for Islamic law at Islamist protest in Ankara's Sincan
strict.

28 February 1997

Tha militans daminatad Mabinnal Caniribe Danmeil damandad  a  nounramant
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crackdown on religious extremism.
21 March 1997

Thousands of Kurds demonstrated o celebrate Newroz at a rally in Istanbul. The
demonstration ended peacefully.

26 April 1997

Army used monthly National Security Council meeting to renew demands for curb
on Istamic activism.

21 May 1997
Chief prosecutor opened case to close Refah (Welfare) Party.
30 May 1997

The government lost its absolute majority in parfiament as a former minister
resigned from DYP to follow other defectors.

18 June 1997

Erbakan announced resignation and sought President Demirel's approval for
revamped coalition.

20 June 1997

President Demirel bypassed Erbakan's proposal and appointed Mesut Yilmaz,
leader of the main OppositionANAPtosetupgovemment.

29 June 1997

DemireI;pproved the government with Yilmaz as Prime Minister.

" 2 October 1997

State of Emergency lifted in the provinces of Batman, Bingd! and Bitlis.
December 1997

Turkey was the only one of 12 applicants for EU membership not to be offered
even preliminary negotiations. A poor human rights record and ecanomic factors
jed to the decision.

16 January 1998

gonﬂysututionai Court issued verdict resulting in the closure of the Refah (Welfare)
arty.

5 March 1998

The newly formed Virtue Parly became the 1argest puiilival i W paricmen,
with 140 MPs, after most former Refah MPs join Virtue.

12 May 1998

President of the Human Rights Association, Akin Birdal, shot six times in 8 failed
assassination attempt. The assassins were frained by a non-commissioned officer
in the Jandarma,

17 September 1998

- e N
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Kurdistan Democratic Party and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan signed an agreement
to drive the PKK out of areas under their control.

9 October 1998
Abdullah Ocalan left his long-term home in Syria.
20 October 1998

TurklshandSyﬂanofﬁdalssignedanagmemematAdaBMTurmy.Undarth.o

S a$eedlo the PKK as a terrorist organisation, not
mmte KKacﬁvityonitsterﬁtoryandagmdbhandoverPKKmﬂﬂantsrasldlng
in Syria to Turkey.

12 November 1998

Abdullahbcdana'ﬁvedmRomeandwasanestedonarﬁvalonanlnmaﬂonal
arrest warrant issued by Germ . Germany decided not to k for his extradition,
fearing a violent reaction by the Kurdish community in Germany.

16 January 1999
Abduliah Ocalan left Italy by piane and, via a circuitous route, arrived in Kenya.
29 January 1999

Chief Prosecutor of the High Court of Appeals filed a suit against HADEP in the
Constitutional Court calllg(for its closure and citing an “organic relationship” .
between HADEP and the PKK.

15 February 1999

Abdullah Ocatan was forcibly returned to Turkey where he was detained.

18 April 1999

in the General Election the Democralic Left Party (DSF? won the largest number
of seats, closely followed by the Nationaiist Action Party (MHP).

May 1999

A lhree 'megoalition was formed by the DSP, the MHP and ANAP (Motherland
Party). by Bulent Ecevit, the new Government commanded 351 seats in
the Grand National Assembly.

29 June 1999

Abduliah Ocalan was found guiity of treason, and held ally responsible for
the deaths of thousands of people who were killed in the PKK’s violent struggle
against the Turkish state. He was sentenced to dealh.

2 August 1999

Ocatan caiied on e PRIC o withdraw ils tuups from Turksy and cease military
operations from 1 September. Two days later the PKK presidential counc
confirmed that PKK combatants would indeed cease operations against Turkey.

17 August 1999

A major earthquake (7.4 on the Richter scale) hit north-western Turkey. It was
centred close to lzmit, in the cenire of Tu s industrial heartland. It was
Turkey's worst earthquake since 1839, The official death toll was 17,840, but there
were no reliable figures for the number of peo(g:e missing or unaccounted for. An

outpouring of material aid and sympathy from Greece promised a thaw in Turkish-
Greek refations.

Side 8 at'9



IND - Annex D Side 9 af 9

12 November 1999 .

An earthquake measu 72011theRk;htntzmalehltnoﬂh—weﬁtkaexi
devastating towns some 70 km. easl of the epicentre of the August earthquake.
least 737 people died.

December 1999

After Greece dropped lingerin ‘s.Tuﬁceywasﬁnaﬂymadeanofﬂdd
candidateforevenwalEUmemW

12 January 2000

Themmeﬂlagreedtoresmclanfnm from the European Court of
mmmmmwmgfmmemmm'sexm.mm
appeal to the Court.

May 2000

TherefonnistwdgeAhmetNecdetSezefwasdectedPresldent .
SOURCES: s
Europa "The Europa World Year Book 2000"

Amnesty International Reports 1679 - 1899

Reulers News Service

Foreign and Commonwealth Office Briefs 1894, 1897

US Department of State Reports 1985 - 1999
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1

1. Numbers only relate to retumns of rejected asylum seekers
2. Numbers include both asylum and non-asylum returns.

* In fiscal year 1.10.98 to 30.9.99

Notes:

Where numbers are nol shown statistics are presently not available for those years.

Numbers for 1999 are not complete
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SOURCES

sweden, USA, Canada, Australia: Inter-Governmental Consultations on Asylum
RefugeeandmgraﬂondeiesinEumpe.NormmandAusb'aﬂa

Denmark: Letter from Danish Immigration Service, 9/8/1999
Netherlands: Letter from Netherlands Ministry of Justice, 11/8/1899
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