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Muaz A., Nick Grinstead October 10,
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In this edition of ACLED's State of Syria infographic series, Syria Research Manager Muaz
A. and Researcher Nick Grinstead map key developments in the Syrian conflict through
the third quarter of 2019.

Past editions and further analysis of the Syrian conflict can be found here. For an explanation
of ACLED’s methodology for mapping territorial control in Syria, click here.
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https://www.acleddata.com/2019/10/10/the-state-of-syria-july-september-2019/
https://www.acleddata.com/tag/syria/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2019/02/ACLED_Syria-Map-Methodology_Version2_3.2019-1.pdf

Presenting ACLED's 3rd Quarter 2019 (July-September) control map of Syria,

Th e Sta te of Syria a quarterly examination of the country's changing political violence

landscape.

ACLED’s data-driven and expert-based State of Syria Map assigns control to conflict actors at the sub-district (nahiya) level of the country. The map denotes each
sub-district as contested (colored black), inactive (not currently seen), or controlled by an actor (all other colors). Further, each actor in control of a sub-district is
assigned two unique colors to signify whether, while under that group’s control, violence has continued to be actively carried out by rival groups or whether the
controlled area is generally "inactive.” This allows viewers to examine in detail the changing scope, focus, and role of various actors in the Syrian conflict.

During Q3 of 2019, regime and allied forces made substantial ; During the 3rd Quarter of 2019, regime-led forces captured territory in northern Hama and
ground advances and brought the sub-districts of Tamanaah, Kafr southern Idleb provinces. IS attacks against QSD forces in Al-Hasakeh province and Israeli air
2 strikes and IED attacks in Damascus pushed the sub-districts into active status.

Zeita, Karnaz, Khan Shaykun, Madiq Castle, Muhradah, and Suran
under its effective control (from black to dark beige).

In spite of the regime’s constant artillery and aerial bombardments of

Idleb province, two sub-districts away from the front lines still fell into

inactivity in Q3. Sarmin and Salqin became more securely controlled by
rebel (light blue) and HTS (light teal) forces, respectively .
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A combination of Israeli air raids
and |[ED attacks in and near
Damascus brought the sub-district
into active status (from light to
¥ dark beige) for the first time in
several years.
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Notable Status Changes

Sub-District June 2019

Damascus e Islamic State sleeper cells upped their attacks
—A on QSD forces in Tal Hmis and Quamishli
Kafr Zeita Contested X | sub-districts in Q3, bringing the areas into
p— active status (red).
Khan Shaykun Contested
Madiq Castle Contested
Quamishli QSD (Inactive) Qsb
Tal Hmis QSD (Inactive) Qsb
About Man:
Control Status
[ Regime [0 JTW: National Liberation Front [ Operation Olive Branch (Inactive) [ QSD (Inactive)
[1 Regime (Inactive) [l Operation Euphrates Shield [T] Opposition Rebels [] Military Forces of Israel (2009-) (Inactive)
[l HTS: Hayat Tahrir al Sham [] Operation Euphrates Shield {Inactive) [] Opposition Rebels (Inactive) I Contested
[l HTS: Hayat Tahrir al Sham (Inactive) [ Operation Olive Branch [ QsD

* This map will be released on a periodic basis, and a methodological piece can be found on the ACLED website.

ACLED is the highest quality, most widely used, real-time data and analysis source
on political violence and protest around the world. Practitioners, researchers, and
governments depend on ACLED for the latest reliable information on current conflict
and disorder patterns. Data and analysis are found on acleddata.com.

© 2019 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED). All rights reserved.
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