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Disclaimer

Two United Nations human rights experts warned today that ethnic and religious minorities in Iraq
are bearing the "devastating and irreversible" brunt of the conflict that has once again engulfed the
country.

"I am gravely concerned about the physical safety of several minority groups in Iraq, including
Christians, Shia - a minority in the North, Shabaks, Turkmen, Yazidis and others, who are being
persecuted on the grounds of their religion and ethnicity," said the Special Rapporteur on minority
issues, Rita Izsak, in a joint press release with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of
internally displaced persons, Chaloka Beyani. In Mosul for instance, members of minorities were
given an ultimatum that by July 19, they should convert, pay a tax, leave the city, or face
execution. Credible reports suggest that some members of the Yazidi and Shabak communities
who refused to do so were taken before religious courts and later executed.

"Reliable information indicates that religious minorities are being targeted and their members
subjected to abductions, killings or the confiscation of their property by extremist groups," Ms.
Izsak said.

The "Islamic State" (IS) and associated armed groups have taken control of several cities and
regions in northern Iraq in recent weeks. They are accused of gross human rights violations, some
of which may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity, including targeting and killing
civilians.

The experts noted that civilians in areas under the control of the Islamic State are reportedly
required to adhere to a strict interpretation of Shari'a law or face death, irrespective of their
religious backgrounds.

"In Mosul for instance, members of minorities were given an ultimatum that by 19 July, they
should convert, pay a tax, leave the city, or face execution," Ms. Izsak said. "Credible reports
suggest that some members of the Yazidi and Shabak communities who refused to do so were
taken before religious courts and later executed."
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Large numbers of Christians have already fled Mosul, including some 350 families who left on 19
July for northern Ninewa and Dohuk, which are under Kurdish control. According to sources, only
a few Christians, who are extremely poor or unable to travel, remain in the city.

Echoing Ms. Izsék's concerns, Mr. Beyani said that the ongoing conflict has already displaced
some 1.2 million people, mostly minority members who have fled the northwest of Iraq.

"This huge displacement is turning into a humanitarian crisis," he said. "History has shown that
minority communities are particularly vulnerable to displacement. Special protection for them and
other internally displaced people in Iraq is now vital."

Those responsible of committing heinous human rights violations must be held accountable, the
experts stressed, urging the Iraqi Government to do its utmost to protect the most vulnerable.

Ms. Izsék and Mr. Beyani, who are appointed by the UN Human Rights Council and work in an
independent and unpaid capacity, called on the international community to stand ready to provide
all the required assistance and support, including humanitarian assistance, to stop the spiral of
violence that threatens all Iraqis and to ensure the survival of its most vulnerable minorities.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Iraq, Nickolay Mladenov, has
condemned in the strongest terms the recent destruction of the Prophet Jonas tomb and mosque in
Mosul, as well as several other historic monuments symbolizing shared history and traditions.

Mr. Mladenov, who is also head of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), said that the
systematic persecution of minorities and the destruction of cultural heritage and ancient
landmarks, sacred to both Islam and Christianity, show the Islamic State's total contempt for
human values.

"The systematic persecution of minorities and obliteration of some of Iraq's ancient landmarks
must be condemned by the international community," he stated.
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