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In this Regional Overview covering April 2025
01. Benin: JNIM offensive drives a surge in violence to record levels
02. Burkina Faso and Mali: JNIM sustains offensives with mass casualty attacks and drone strikes
03. Somalia: Increasingly fatal battles take place in Hirshabelle
04. South Sudan: Battles escalate amid President Kiir's political reshuffling
05. Sudan: No relief for civilians despite violence dropping to the lowest level since the war began
06. Togo: JNIM militants launch the first insurgent drone attack in Savanes
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Scroll to see all events

Violent & Military Events

1 Apr. | Algeria —l

Military forces shoot down a
FAMa reconnaissance drone
near Tin Zaouatine,
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JNIM kills at least 100 people
in Sourou, Boucle du
Mouhoun

4 Apr. | Mali
Alliance of Sahel States
airstrikes destroy about 15
militant bases in Segou and
Mopti
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9 Apr. | Togo
A JNIM suicide drone strikes
a military post in
Djigniandjoaga, Savanes,
wounding several soldiers
10 Apr. | Nigeria
Military airstrikes kill a top
bandit commander and 100
militants in Katsina state

17 Apr. | Benin
INIM attacks military
positions in Karimama,
Alibori, killing dozens of
soldiers
27 Apr. | Libya
An unidentified armed group
kills Brigadier General Ali
Ramadan al-Rayani in Tripoli

27 Apr. | Sudan —e

RSF attacks leave at least 25
civilians dead in the Salha
area, south of Omdurman

General Tadesse Werede
becomes president of the
Interim Regional
A [ Fanisis
Hundreds demonstrate in
Tunis against the
deteriorating political and
economic situation in the
11 Apr.dolwany Coast
Opposition parties suspend
their participation in the
Independent Electoral

o— 127G Bon
General Brice Clotaire Oligui
Nguema wins the presidential
election with over 90% of the

— 12 AP Mali
Demonstrators gather in
several cities to protest the
Algerian military downing of
a Maligrmisanagare
Thousands demonstrate in
Dakar against Israeli actions
in Gaza

25 Apr. | Central African
Republic
Union for Peace in the Central
African Republic and 3R
rebels reach a peace deal
with the government
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Benin: JNIM offensive drives a surge in violence to
record levels

Violence in northern Benin reached a new milestone when al-Qaeda-affiliated Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-
Muslimin (JNIM) fighters carried out a major double attack on 17 April. The coordinated assault targeted
military positions at Point Triple and Chutes de Koudou in the W National Park, killing at least 54 Beninese
soldiers,’ making it the deadliest single day of conflict since militant activity began spreading into Benin
in 2019. The escalation reflects JNIM's entrenched presence along the Burkina Faso-Benin border,
particularly in the Tapoa and Kompienga provinces, which serve as staging grounds for incursions into
Beninese territory. The group has also expanded its use of the W-Arly-Pendjari Complex and surrounding
areas, using the terrain to support its movements and operations.

April's events follow a similar deadly incident carried out by JNIM in January 2025 that left at least 34
soldiers dead in the same area. With at least 88 military personnel killed in just four months, the first
quarter of 2025 has already surpassed the total number of reported deaths recorded in 2024. The scale
and frequency of attacks suggest that Benin is increasingly exposed to the same insurgent dynamics seen
in the central Sahel. It shares the burden with Togo, which is also affected by the ongoing regionalization
of the Sahel crisis.
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Burkina Faso and Mali: JNIM sustains offensives with
mass casualty attacks and drone strikes

Despite a relative decrease in reported events and fatalities across Burkina Faso and Mali in April, JINIM has
maintained its high operational tempo through ongoing offensives. The group continued to sustain
pressure on military forces and administrative centers in both countries, totaling about two dozen high-
fatality attacks this month in which 10 or more people were killed. Overall, reported deaths from JNIM
activity increased from 502 in March to 512 in April in Burkina Faso and from 180 to 207 in Mali.

In Burkina Faso, JNIM militants carried out coordinated attacks on military and Volunteers for the Defense
of the Homeland (VDP) positions in several regions, including Boucle du Mouhoun, Cascades, Center-East,
Center-North, East, Hauts-Bassins, North, and Sahel. A major JNIM offensive took place in Guiedougou, Dj,
and Lanfiera, in the Boucle du Mouhoun region, resulting in a series of mass atrocities in which at least
100 civilians were killed and dozens abducted after attempts were made to recruit residents to the VDP.
The group also used drone-delivered explosives in Burkina Faso's Nord and East regions, respectively
targeting military and VDP positions without causing any damage or casualties. However, a drone attack in
Dogofri in Mali's Segou region resulted in one Dozo militia member being killed and about 10 others
being wounded.

In Mali, JNIM attacked police, gendarmerie, and military positions in Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti, Segou, and
Sikasso. Koulikoro became a flashpoint of violence after JNIM militants and the Malian military (FAMa)
clashed near the town of Nara, resulting in the reported death of 28 FAMa soldiers. FAMa and Wagner
forces then launched a counter-offensive in the nearby areas of Sebabougou and Kwala, killing dozens of
JNIM militants and civilians.
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Somalia: Increasingly fatal battles take place in
Hirshabelle

In Hirshabelle state, al-Shabaab led a deadly offensive against military forces and allied armed groups to
regain previously held territory that had been under the control of Somali government forces since 2022.
Al-Shabaab militants clashed with the Somali National Army (SNA) and allied militias across both
Hirshabelle’s Middle Shabelle and Hiraan regions, briefly occupying areas with large SNA bases, including
Wargaadhi and Adan Yabaal towns in Middle Shabelle.? While clashes in Hirshabelle have raged since the
start of the year, they turned increasingly fatal in April compared to March. ACLED records over 380
fatalities from battles in Hirshabelle state last month, rising 25% from the previous month. The al-Shabaab
offensive in Hirshabelle state has raised increasing concerns over the group’s capacity to capture areas
near the federal capital of Mogadishu, as the militants fired mortar shells near the Aden Adde
International Airport.3

The clashes are part of an offensive al-Shabaab launched in central Somalia in February, likely aimed at
exploiting security gaps left by the reduction in African Union peacekeeping troops.? Despite calls by
some AU troop-contributing countries to the Somalia mission for an additional 8,000 troops, the AU faces
potential withdrawal of the Burundian contingent and funding shortages from the United States and
European Union.> The SNA is increasingly overstretched fighting militants on several fronts, forcing
Mogadishu to turn to Turkey for military support. On 22 April, an agreement signed between Turkey and
Somalia in 2024 was made public, revealing how Ankara secured major financial and strategic concessions
in exchange for an energy and defense partnership.
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South Sudan: Battles escalate amid President Kiir’s
political reshuffling

The rift between President Salva Kiir and First Vice President Riek Machar deepened last month, as Kiir
made sweeping changes to the government in April and into early May. Some of the changes to
government positions drew scrutiny for what was considered a violation of the 2018 peace agreement,
including the appointment of South Sudan People’s Defence Forces (SSPDF) generals to commissioner
positions in Ulang and Nasir counties.” The political upheaval drove a 25% increase in battles in April
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compared to the previous month, with ACLED recording more than 75 such events. Military forces under
Kiir's control increasingly clashed with numerous Nuer-dominated militias under the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement-In Opposition (SPLM-10) and White Army in April, after the government accused the
White Army of having links with Machar.® SSPDF and allied militias eventually regained control over Nasir
and Ulang towns from the White Army. Most clashes occurred in Jonglei and Upper Nile states in the
restive Greater Upper Nile region — an area of ongoing unrest that comprised nearly half of all communal
violence in 2024.
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Sudan: No relief for civilians despite violence
dropping to the lowest level since the war began

After the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) regained control of Khartoum in March, political violence across
Sudan dropped to its lowest levels in April since the war began two years ago. Violent events in Khartoum
state nearly halved last month compared to March, as the limited ongoing contestation between the SAF
and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) primarily shifted to Omdurman and sporadic clashes further outside
the city on the west sides of the Nile. Despite the overall fall in violence, civilians continued to face
elevated risks in the capital. Amid the diminished contestation, the SAF carried out a string of deadly
attacks on suspected RSF supporters as the military moved to regain control of the city, reportedly killing
over 100 people.

Following the defeat in Khartoum, the RSF shifted its attention to securing North Darfur and aimed to
complete a year-long campaign to secure the capital of El Fasher, the SAF's last remaining stronghold in
Darfur. The RSF conducted deadly ground and aerial offensives in El Fasher, yet nearly half of the violence
solely targeted civilians. Displaced people in camps around al-Fasher were particularly targeted by the
RSF. Hundreds of thousands of people were displaced across North Darfur due to the ongoing violence.?
The RSF offensive resulted in the deadliest month of violence in North Darfur since the war began in April
2023, with ACLED data recording over 1,300 reported fatalities in April alone.
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Togo: JNIM militants launch the first insurgent drone
attack in Savanes



In Togo, JNIM militants are suspected of having launched the first suicide drone attack on a Togolese
military position in Djignandjoaga on 9 April. The attack comes amid a wider push by JNIM fighters to
deploy more sophisticated tactics in Coastal West Africa since late 2024. Particularly in Togo, the group has
expanded its operations from traditional raids and IED ambushes to include the use of rockets, directed
explosive charges, and drones to attack military camps, convoys, and patrols. The rapid spread of JNIM's
drone warfare tactics underscores the group’s expanding operational reach, tactical innovation, and
strategic intent in the littoral states of West Africa. It also demonstrates how well JNIM is monitoring and
coordinating its operations outside its traditional strongholds in the Sahel and underscores the evolving
and persistent threat that prompted Togo's decision to extend its state of emergency for another year in
March.

At the same time, the increasing sophistication of JNIM’'s methods follows a broader trend in the Sahel,
where non-state armed groups have begun using drones in combat. JNIM is the most prolific actor in this
regard and has carried out more than a dozen drone attacks using IEDs since its first attempted drone
strike in Mali in September 2023. In Burkina Faso, JNIM has also increasingly used drones to attack
soldiers, VDP, and civilian gatherings. In doing so, it combines guerrilla tactics with aerial capabilities to
adapt to the changing conflict dynamics and continued expansion.
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Héni Nsaibia
Héni is ACLED's West Africa Senior Analyst. He leads the conflict data collection and analysis for the Sahel. He is also the director of
Menastream, a research and risk consultancy that provides intelligence analysis and tailored services. His research interests and expertise

center around insurgencies and their various dimensions, and non-state actors in Sahelian countries. In addition to his research activities,
Héni is regularly consulted by the media, government agencies, and various organizations on security issues in the Sahel and North Africa.

Ladd Serwat

Ladd Serwat is an Africa Senior Analyst at ACLED. Ladd has been with the organization since November 2018, originally hired as an Africa
researcher. He is involved in team management, data review, and analysis, as well as project representation. Ladd holds a PhD in
International Development from the University of Sussex, an MSc in African Development from the London School of Economics and
Political Science, and a BA in International Relations from Gonzaga University. Ladd has over 10 years of experience working with different
non-profit organizations and a particular research interest in land-related conflict.
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ACLED (Armed Conflict Location & Event Data) is an independent, impartial, international non-profit organization collecting data on violent conflict

and protest in all countries and territories in the world. ACLED is a registered non-profit organization with 501(c)(3) status in the United States.
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