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member Salim Ayyash guilty for his central role in the bomb attack in Beirut in 2005 that killed
the former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafic Hariri.

Strength: Hizballah has tens of thousands of supporters and members worldwide.
Location/Area of Operation: Lebanon and Syria

Funding and External Aid: Iran continues to provide Hizballah with most of its funding,
training, weapons, and explosives, as well as political, diplomatic, monetary, and organizational
aid. Iran’s annual financial backing to Hizballah — which in recent years has been estimated at
$700 million — accounts for the overwhelming majority of the group’s annual budget. The
Assad regime in Syria has provided training, weapons, and diplomatic and political support.
Hizballah also receives funding in the form of private donations from some Lebanese Shia
diaspora communities worldwide, including profits from legal and illegal businesses. These
include smuggling contraband goods, passport falsification, narcotics trafficking, money
laundering, and credit card, immigration, and bank fraud.

Hizbul Mujahadeen
Aka HM, Hizb-ul-Mujahideen

Description: Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) was designated as an FTO on August 17, 2017. The
group was formed in 1989 and is one of the largest and oldest militant groups operating in the
Indian Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. HM is led by Mohammad Yusuf Shah, also
known as Syed Salahuddin, and officially supports the liberation of Jammu and Kashmir from
Indian control and its accession to Pakistan, although some cadres are pro-independence. The
group concentrates its attacks on Indian security forces and politicians in Jammu and Kashmir
and has conducted operations jointly with other Kashmiri militants. HM is made up primarily of
ethnic Kashmiris.

Activities: HM has claimed responsibility for several attacks in the Indian Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. In 2015, the group claimed an attack on Indian security forces in Kupwara
that killed three Indian troops, according to the targeted forces. HM launched additional attacks
against Indian security forces in 2015 and 2016. In 2017, HM killed seven persons — including
five policemen — when it attacked a bank van carrying cash in Jammu and Kashmir. In 2018,
HM reportedly killed four police officers in Shopian district in the Indian state Jammu and
Kashmir. Also in 2018, HM claimed responsibility for abducting and killing three police
officials in Jammu and Kashmir.

In 2019, Indian officials accused HM of being behind a grenade attack on a Jammu bus stand
that killed a teenager and injured 32 other people. That same year, two Indian soldiers were
killed and six others injured when an alleged HM militant attacked their patrol with a vehicle-
borne IED (or VBIED). HM was also suspected by police of having killed five Bengali laborers
and a truck driver in 2019. In August, three HM militants opened fire on Indian soldiers during a
search operation in the Indian Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, killing one soldier.
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Strength: Precise numbers are unknown.
Location/Area of Operation: The Indian Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

Funding and External Aid: Sources of support are unknown, but HM is suspected to receive
some funding from sources in Pakistan as well as from local fundraising.

Indian Mujahedeen
Aka Indian Mujahedeen; Indian Mujahidin; Islamic Security Force-Indian Mujahideen (ISF-IM)

Description: The Indian Mujahedeen (IM) was designated as an FTO on September 19, 2011.
The India-based terrorist group has been responsible for dozens of bomb attacks throughout
India since 2005 and caused the deaths of hundreds of civilians. IM maintains ties to other
terrorist entities, including ISIS, Lashkar e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and Harakat ul-Jihad
Islami. IM’s stated goal is to carry out terrorist actions against Indians for their oppression of
Muslims.

Activities: IM is known for carrying out multiple coordinated bombings in crowded areas to
maximize terror and casualties. In 2008, IM was responsible for 16 synchronized bomb blasts in
crowded urban centers, including an attack in Delhi that killed 30 people and an attack at a local
hospital in Ahmedabad that killed 38. In 2010, IM bombed a popular German bakery frequented
by tourists in Pune, India; 17 people were killed, and more than 60 people were injured in the
attack.

In 2015 the arrest of three IM militants linked the group to the 2014 low-intensity blast near a
restaurant in Bangalore that killed one woman and injured three other people. The arrest also
uncovered that the group planned to carry out attacks on India’s Republic Day and had provided
explosives for attacks in other parts of the country.

In 2016, IM was increasingly linked to ISIS. That year, six IM operatives were identified in an
ISIS propaganda video threatening attacks on India. A month later, it was reported that an IM
cell linked to ISIS was plotting attacks on multiple targets in Hyderabad and had purchased
chemicals to make high-grade explosives for the planned operations. In 2017, Indian law
enforcement uncovered the plans of an IM militant in custody to conduct attacks in India,
including targeted killings and bombing a temple in Gaya. IM did not claim responsibility for
any attacks in 2020.

Strength: Precise numbers are unknown.
Location/Area of Operation: India

Funding and External Aid: IM is suspected of obtaining funding and support from other
terrorist organizations, as well as from sources in Pakistan and the Middle East.
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