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ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS, 

AND INTERSEX PEOPLE IN BELARUS COVERING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2020

Belarus
EQUALITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION

On 10 July, ahead of the August elections, the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Bela Rus again 

expressed

rights situation in the country, and the unwillingness of the 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

Belarus continued making headlines for months, due to the 

protesters. The protests broke out on 9 August, following the 

national elections, which Alexander Lukashenko, Europe’s “last 

dictator”

rigged elections. On 16 August, the largest protest in the history 

of the country brought 200,000 people together in Minsk. The 

protests continued until the end of the year.

supported 

warned

“Being a peaceful protester these days in Belarus means 

attacked, beaten up, injured and murdered on the streets, 

or tortured in jail. But for my “pidor” [“faggot” in English, 

reclaimed by the community], that’s nothing we’re not 

Politico

“LGBT people are calling for freedom. We are tired of 

AFP

 of dissent as leaders 

of the opposition, with thousands participating and hundreds 

kicked, and some were reported abducted and missing. These 

measures were condemned by UN, Council of Europe, and 

European Union leaders. The EU considered sanctions against 

the country, but was blocked by Cyprus on 21 September. In 

October, Cyprus withdrew

Moscow Mechanism of the Organisation for Security and Co-

the resulting report

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Open Hearts, Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz, and priest 

Andrei Lemeshonak launched a petition addressed to the 

Prime Minister to ban “LGBT propaganda”, which gathered 

the petition. The Catholic Church supported

proposed to introduce criminal liability for “LGBT propaganda”. In 

February, Archbishop Kondrusiewicz said that “homosexualism is 

curable with God’s help”.

criticism, including 

a coalition of human rights and LGBT organisations, the 

Belarusian Youth Council, and the Belarusian National Platform 

70 groups.  

HEALTH

In February, Radio Liberty reported that the Ministry of Health 

was planning to ban LGBT “propaganda” and raise the age 

of consent from 16 to 18 for those engaging in same-sex 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

arrested

way to the Minsk Women’s March at the time of her arrest. While 

from a list of names, which they later denied, saying they didn’t 

released on 11 October.

and unlawfully detained by three people dressed in black. 

< >



personal data and photo were leaked online. 

Zhenya Velko, a trans man, was detained at the Women’s March 

in Minsk and subjected

two-day detention. Zhenya was also told that people like him 

should be shot.

detained

Anton was released pending trial, and Denis was sentenced 

detention for 15 days.

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC, CULTURAL AND 

POLITICAL LIFE

In June, LGBT+ groups compiled a list of questions from the 

LGBT community to aspiring politicians, and published it as an 

after the publication of the list. None of the running politicians 

ended up including LGBT rights in their campaign. 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

In June, the Open Heart organisation, known for its anti-LGBT 

requested for the 

Ministry of Health to ban the display of condoms in stores, and 

BELARUS WEB PAGE 

MORE INFORMATION ON  WWW.RAINBOW-EUROPE.ORG
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