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Kata’ib Hizballah 
 

Aka Hizballah Brigades; Hizballah Brigades in Iraq; Hizballah Brigades-Iraq; Kata’ib 

Hezbollah; Khata’ib Hezbollah; Khata’ib Hizballah; Khattab Hezballah; Hizballah Brigades-Iraq 

of the Islamic Resistance in Iraq; Islamic Resistance in Iraq; Kata’ib Hizballah Fi al-Iraq; Katibat 

Abu Fathel al-A’abas; Katibat Zayd Ebin Ali; Katibut Karbalah  

 

Description:  Formed in 2006 as an anti-western Shia group, Kata’ib Hizballah (KH) was 

designated as an FTO on July 2, 2009.  Before the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq in 2011, 

the group conducted attacks against U.S., Iraqi, and Defeat-ISIS Coalition targets in Iraq and 

threatened the lives of Iraqi politicians and civilians supporting the legitimate political process in 

Iraq.  KH is notable for its extensive use of media operations and propaganda, such as filming 

and releasing videos of attacks.  KH has ideological ties to and receives support from Iran. 

 

Activities:  KH has claimed responsibility for numerous terrorist attacks since 2007, including 

IED attacks, rocket-propelled grenade attacks, and sniper operations.  In 2007, KH gained 

notoriety for its attacks against U.S. and Defeat-ISIS Coalition forces in Iraq.  In 2011, five U.S. 

soldiers were killed in Baghdad when KH assailants fired multiple rockets at a U.S. military 

base, Camp Victory.  The group remained active in 2015, fighting in Syria in support of the 

Assad regime and in Iraq against ISIS.   

 

In 2016, KH continued to fight ISIS alongside the Iraqi Army, but operated outside the Iraqi 

government’s command-and-control structure.  In 2017 and 2018, KH published warnings 

threating to fight against the U.S. presence in Iraq.  

 

In 2019, KH members stormed the Bahraini Embassy in Baghdad in protest of Bahrain’s hosting 

the United States’ Israel-Palestine conference.  In 2019, KH was reportedly involved in sniper 

operations against Iraqi protestors.  Later that year, KH was blamed for a rocket attack on K-1 

Air Base in Kirkuk that killed one U.S. citizen.  A few days later, members of KH broke into the 

U.S. Embassy compound and participated in a violent attack against the facility, setting fires 

inside, which destroyed security checkpoints and reception rooms. 

 

On March 11, KH reportedly launched rockets at the Camp Taji, an American-controlled 

military base near Baghdad, killing two Americans and one British soldier, and wounding 14 

others. 

 

Strength:  Precise numbers are unknown.   

 

Location/Area of Operation:  Iraq and Syria   

 

Funding and External Aid:  KH depends heavily on support from Iran.   

 

Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
 

Aka the Kurdistan Freedom and Democracy Congress; the Freedom and Democracy Congress of 

Kurdistan; KADEK; Partiya Karkeran Kurdistan; the People’s Defense Force; Halu Mesru 
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Savunma Kuvveti; Kurdistan People’s Congress; People’s Congress of Kurdistan; KONGRA-

GEL  

 

Description:  Founded by Abdullah Ocalan in 1978 as a Marxist-Leninist separatist 

organization, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) was designated as an FTO on October 8, 

1997.  The group, composed primarily of Turkish Kurds, launched a campaign of violence in 

1984.  The PKK’s original goal was to establish an independent Kurdish state in southeastern 

Turkey.   

 

Activities:  In the early 1990s, the PKK moved beyond rural-based insurgent activities to engage 

in urban terrorism.  Anatolia became the scene of significant violence, with some estimates 

suggesting at least 40,000 casualties.  The PKK foreswore violence from 1999 until 2004, when 

its hardline militant wing took control and renounced the self-imposed cease-fire.  In 2009 the 

Turkish government and the PKK resumed peace negotiations, but talks broke down after the 

PKK carried out an attack in 2011 that killed 13 Turkish soldiers.  In 2012 the PKK claimed 

responsibility for multiple car bombings that killed more than 10 people.  Between 2012 and 

midyear 2015, the Turkish government and the PKK resumed peace negotiations, but the 

negotiations ultimately broke down — owing partly to domestic political pressures and the 

conflict in Syria. 

 

In 2016, the group claimed a VBIED strike against Sirnak police headquarters, which killed 11 

people and wounded more than 70 others.  In 2017, Turkish officials blamed the PKK for a car 

bomb and shooting outside of a courthouse that killed two people and an attack on a military 

convoy that killed more than 20 soldiers.   

 

In 2018, numerous attacks by the PKK were reported against Turkey’s security forces, including 

an attack claimed by the PKK against a Turkish army base, which resulted in dozens of 

causalities.  Also in 2018 a roadside bomb struck a bus carrying workers from the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry, killing 7 persons and wounding 13 in Diyarbakir province’s Kulp 

district.  The government blamed the PKK for the attack. 

 

In 2019 the PKK engaged in terrorist attacks in eastern and western Turkey when the 

organization struck over the border from its bases within Iraq.  Also that year, the PKK was 

accused of assassinating a senior Turkish diplomat in Erbil, Iraq.  Later that year, the PKK 

attacked a Turkish military vehicle in Hakkari province, killing two soldiers and wounding 

another. 

 

In February a PKK-claimed rocket attack on the Gürbulak customs gate with Iran killed two 

Turkish Customs officials.  In March a PKK affiliate claimed responsibility for a suicide 

bombing on a natural gas pipeline near the Turkish-Iranian border, taking the pipeline offline for 

months.  In September PKK militants fired rockets at a Turkish military base in northern Iraq, 

killing two soldiers and wounding another.  In October the PKK took responsibility for a 

bombing in Turkey’s Mardin province that temporarily disabled an oil pipeline running from 

Iraq to Turkey.  

 

Strength:  The PKK is estimated to consist of 4,000 to 5,000 members. 
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Location/Area of Operation:  Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey 

 

Funding and External Aid:  The PKK receives financial support from the large Kurdish 

diaspora in Europe.   

 

Lashkar e-Tayyiba 
 

Aka al Mansooreen; Al Mansoorian; Army of the Pure; Army of the Pure and Righteous; Army 

of the Righteous; Lashkar e-Toiba; Lashkar-i-Taiba; Paasban-e-Ahle-Hadis; Paasban-e-Kashmir; 

Paasban-i-Ahle-Hadith; Pasban-e-Ahle-Hadith; Pasban-e-Kashmir; Jamaat-ud-Dawa; JUD; 

Jama’at al-Dawa; Jamaat ud-Daawa; Jamaat ul-Dawah; Jamaat-ul-Dawa; Jama’at-i-Dawat; 

Jamaiat-ud-Dawa; Jama’at-ud-Da’awah; Jama’at-ud-Da’awa; Jamaati-ud-Dawa; Idara 

Khidmate-Khalq; Falah-i-Insaniat Foundation; FiF; Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation; 

FalaheInsaniyat; Falah-i-Insaniyat; Falah Insania; Welfare of Humanity; Humanitarian Welfare 

Foundation; Human Welfare Foundation; Al-Anfal Trust; Tehrik-e-Hurmat-e-Rasool; 

TehrikeTahafuz Qibla Awwal; Al-Muhammadia Students; Al-Muhammadia Students Pakistan; 

AMS; Tehreek-e-Azadi-e-Kashmir; Kashmir Freedom Movement; Tehreek Azadi Jammu and 

Kashmir; Tehreek-e-Azadi Jammu and Kashmir; TAJK; Movement for Freedom of Kashmir; 

Tehrik-i-Azadi-i Kashmir; Tehreek-e-Azadi-e-Jammu and Kashmir; Milli Muslim League; Milli 

Muslim League Pakistan; MML  

 

Description:  Designated as an FTO on December 26, 2001, Lashkar e-Tayyiba (LeT) is an anti-

India-focused terrorist group.  LeT was formed in the late 1980s as the terrorist wing of Markaz 

ud Dawa ul-Irshad, a Pakistan-based extremist organization and charity originally formed to 

oppose the Soviet presence in Afghanistan.  LeT is led by Hafiz Muhammad Saeed.  Shortly 

after LeT’s FTO designation, Saeed changed the group’s name to Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JUD) and 

launched humanitarian projects to circumvent sanctions.  LeT disseminates its message through 

JUD’s media outlets.  Since the creation of JUD, LeT has repeatedly changed its name in an 

effort to avoid sanctions.  

 

Elements of LeT and Jaish-e-Muhammed (JeM) have combined with other groups such as 

Hizbul Mujahideen to mount anti-India attacks.  The Pakistani government banned LeT in 2002 

and temporarily arrested Hafiz Saeed following the 2008 Mumbai attack.  In 2017, Pakistan 

placed Saeed under house arrest; however, he was released 10 months later after a Lahore High 

Court judicial body rejected a government request to renew his detention.  In 2019, Pakistani 

police again arrested Saeed and charged him with financing terrorism. 

 

Activities:  LeT has conducted operations, including several high-profile attacks, against Indian 

troops and civilian targets since 1993.  The group also has attacked Defeat-ISIS Coalition forces 

in Afghanistan.  LeT uses assault rifles, machine guns, mortars, explosives, and rocket-propelled 

grenades. 

 

LeT was responsible for the 2008 attacks in Mumbai against luxury hotels, a Jewish center, a 

train station, and a popular café that killed 166 people — including 6 U.S. citizens — and injured 
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