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Attacks on Health Care in Sudan
18-31 October 2023

Conflict-Related Sexual Violence in Sudan

This report discusses the patterns visible in the available information on occurrences of CRSV since the start of

the current conflict. During this conflict, incidents of CRSV have been attributed to the RSF, SAF and the Sudan

Liberation Army led by Minni Minawi (SLA-MM). The vast majority of incidents were allegedly perpetrated by RSF

soldiers. RSF commanders have dismissed these accusations by calling them isolated incidents and claiming

that they were unable to intervene.

This brief analyses the reported details of where and how these incidents took place according to available

information, and discusses patterns of situational context and perpetrator behaviour. The examination of patterns

of reported sexual violence provides important insights into how some of this violence is carried out and the

factors and elements that led to such acts. Read more

Insecurity Insight has identified at least 202 attacks on Sudan's health care system between 01 January-27

September 2023. In these incidents, at least 31 health workers have been killed, 51 injured, seven kidnapped and 17

arrested. In addition, health facilities have been damaged on 45 occasions. This data is available on HDX. See where

incidents happened on this interactive map. Numbers may change if or when further information is made available. If

you have additional information on an incident documented here, or a new incident, please get in touch. Join our

mailing list for updates.

Past incident reports: 04-17 October; 20 September-03 October; 06-19 September; All.

2022 Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition (SHCC) factsheets: Arabic and English

Help support the protection of health care by sharing this resource. Please copy and paste this link:

bit.ly/18-31Oct2023SDNHealth

Documented incidents
21 October 2023: In Sharg Elnil, East Nile/El Darf area, Khartoum city and state, RSF forces
assaulted a female doctor at the Alban El Jadeed Hospital, then opened fire in front of the hospital
gate resulting in the temporary closure of the hospital. It reopened on 23 October. Sources:
Personal Communication, Radio Dabanga I and Radio Dabanga II

24-26 October 2023: In Nyala city, South Darfur state, a military hospital was taken over by RSF
forces during their takeover of nearby SAF positions including the SAF’s 16th Infantry Division.
Sources: Radio Dabanga I and Radio Dabanga II

25 October 2023: In Nyala town, South Darfur state, local staffers of the INGO EMERGENCY
were arrested by RSF forces and taken from the Paediatric Centre. All were released by 30
October. Sources: BBC, EMERGENCY and Public

26 October 2023: In Nyala city, South Darfur, over 20 doctors from the Italian Hospital were
arrested by RSF forces and allied militias on accusations of treating SAF members. At least one

Insecurity Insight – Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.

https://bit.ly/SDNSexualViolOct2023
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sudan-violence-against-civilians-and-vital-civilian-facilities
https://mapaction-maps.herokuapp.com/health
mailto:info@insecurityinsight.org
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
http://bit.ly/04-17Oct2023SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/20Sept-03Oct2023SDNHealth
http://bit.ly/06-19Sept2023SDNHealth
https://insecurityinsight.org/country-pages/sudan
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022AR
https://shcc.pub/SDN2022
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-doctors-east-nile-hospital-closes-after-rsf-attacks
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudanese-health-services-deteriorate-as-disease-spreads
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/rsf-poised-to-take-over-sudan-armed-forces-hq-in-south-darfur-capital
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/major-south-darfur-army-base-falls-to-rsf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67226076
https://en.emergency.it/blog/from-the-field/nyala-staff-released-paediatric-centre-indefinitely-closed/#:~:text=Our%20colleagues%20who%20were%20arrested,suspend%20activities%20until%20further%20notice.
https://www.publicnow.com/view/5D1AF1B979077AFD6BE5F467BA10FE32AAB2C557?1698324367


male staff member was beaten, and tied up and taken in a vehicle. Sources: Darfur Network for
Human Rights and Personal Communication I and Personal Communication II

26 October 2023: In Nyala city, South Darfur, an English teacher and employee of the Italian
Hospital was killed by the RSF. Source: Jameela

As reported on 30 October 2023: In Nyala town, South Darfur state, the premises and equipment
of the Paediatric Centre were looted and damaged by unidentified perpetrators, forcing the INGO
EMERGENCY to suspend its activities until further notice. Source: EMERGENCY

30 October 2023: In Jebel Awlia, Khartoum state, Jebel Awlia Hospital has been closed for over
two weeks due to continued artillery shelling in the area. Source: Radio Dabanga

This document comprises threats and violence as well as protests and other events affecting the delivery of and access to health

care. It is part of the Attacks on Health Care project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local,

national and international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of

all events that affected the provision of health care and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or

with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. This report is funded and

supported by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of the UK government through the RIAH project at the

Humanitarian and Conflict Response Institute at the University of Manchester, by the generous support of the American people

through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and by the Tides Foundation. The opinions expressed in it

do not reflect in any way the position of the UK government, USAID, the U.S. Government or the Tides Foundation who are not

responsible for the content expressed in this document.

Insecurity Insight. 2023. 18-31 October 2023 Violence against or obstruction of health care in Sudan. Switzerland: Insecurity

Insight. bit.ly/18-31Oct2023SDNHealth

Insecurity Insight – Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection.
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https://dnhr.org/2023/10/26/rsf-and-allied-militias-in-south-darfur-nyala-have-arrested-more-than-20-doctors-from-an-italian-hospital/
https://dnhr.org/2023/10/26/rsf-and-allied-militias-in-south-darfur-nyala-have-arrested-more-than-20-doctors-from-an-italian-hospital/
https://twitter.com/Bit_Batoul1417/status/1718367059145277513
https://en.emergency.it/blog/from-the-field/nyala-staff-released-paediatric-centre-indefinitely-closed/#:~:text=Our%20colleagues%20who%20were%20arrested,suspend%20activities%20until%20further%20notice.
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-war-khartoum-shelling-continues-nyala-faces-exodus-lagawa-attacked-by-rebels
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/healthcare
http://insecurityinsight.org/
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