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Doar Ms. Skipper,

Reference is mads o your lelter, deted 28 Oclober 1847, wmvwmmm:_mumofm
WAMMMMWMR‘SWWMNMWM mmmmmm
securily lncidents in thet couniny. Plezss find bl our prose poGHon with regard to ihe retum of
relected 8d Lanksn seylum-seokers to that ountry.

i is known (6 LNHER thet an insiruction sy desd ly Zhe pedice direcler o0 increased urveilianse
of retumees and for compulaory chacking 3 e sirpan of tureas by he Lrivingl investigation
Department (CID). These CID checks B¢ 0 gut I SEkHion 10450 caguinr immigeetion checks.
Even though this instruction ia Aol shways susculed 17hs elior and, some relumaes have not been
chaoked by (he CID, rehsmees should expect thalihais ideuiity gnd backgeound are chacked by the
Sl Lashan suthorities. We would iherefore fbx io sivess the impafiance, in pesticuler for Tamils, af
the possassion of Si Lanken idantity dacuments. “The numizer ot-checkpoins in Colombo has
Incregsed S0 ratumiBes mey e confrontedaith wiendity chesks, nol.only upon arrivel o Colambae
alpon but siso thareafiar in Colombe dowe. .

qraiiems Bue nirport and the poasibility to ander St
envtre aagsums. Al he same me the impression
ssinorition in Colombe and thet

Presantly, retumaes In gonersb 4o al
Lanka is 58l unsffected by the sboug!
exists that relumees are under Intrsatad iedion i gelte
therwith the fisk of -8t least- shod levm detastiens Rasintre

UNHCR follows closaly the Siuation o o Telumons il wers delainad Tollowing their relum rom
Suilzerdand. One of IMe3s retumses it diteined since 5 September 1997. A ihind relumes was
delEined on 25 Oclober 3nd has seearvhile besn wicesed. Becaussol the spediflc circumstancss of
thase cases, one can nol howeves drew genars: eonckssions from these cases.

On 28 Ortaber, our Offica receikses Wlormalios that o scEh 0prLin was conturted by the S
Lankan polics 8ad srmed forces ia Colombe and i during that operation vehicies were nol aliowad
10 leavs or enter (he city. Tha ssarch was meinly zanducied In the aress of Colambo inhatiled by
Tamils snd, &t around 08.00 howrs an the 25 Ociaber, some 834 Tamiie were said 16 hive been
pmesied. According (o Ibe S8 Lankan press, 5% 9wt 40 of thoss detaingd were released.

Ms. K. Skipper

Counsellor
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VWhilie, onco more siressing ihe imponence for retumaes of possing S Laskan identily documents,
on the basis of informetion presently svaliebls, UNHCR maimeins s position regarding the retum to
Sif Lanka of rejacied asylum seekers as laid down in our Information Note lesued In March 1067, i
the situstion in S Lanka, and mare in particuler in Colombo, would deteriarats further, UNHCR will
m«nmavmmm fur the rsturn of rejected 84 Lankan asylum seskers lo
their countsy of engin. \We will inform the Permanent Mission of Oanmark of any future change In
UNHCR's assestmaent of the stiusiion in Sif Lanka.

We hope thel the sbove enswers the questions of e Denlsh Authoiiles. We remain et disposal
o ensary furiher inquiries from ihe Danish Authosilies and look farwasd to continus wmo

eo-apenation.

Yaurs sinceraly,

4 fan

Deputy Direciae
Bureau for Burops )
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Udenrigsministeriet
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1448 Kebenhavn XK.
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Kkontor: Dokumentationskontoret
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uUdl.nr./d.nr.: 1996 HJ 171500p23

I forbindelse med de seneste nyheder om bombesprangningerne i det
centrale Colombo, pd Sri Lanka, skal Udlandingestyrelsen anmode om
Udenrigsministeriets assistance til at sege oplysninger om, hvor-
ledes UNHCR forholder sig til den aktuelle’sikkerhedss}tuation,
herunder UNHCR's stilling til tilbagesendelse af afviste

asylansegere.

Med venlig hilsen
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Hans Peitersen
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