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Nearly 80 people at refugee camps in western Myanmar have died in only
three weeks due to poor living conditions, displaced people and aid
workers told Radio Free Asia.

Seventy-six people have died at six camps for internally displaced
individuals near the capital of Rakhine state, Sittwe, according to civil
society groups. The highest fatalities were recorded at Ohn Taw Gyi camp
with 38 deaths and Say Tha Mar Gyi camp with 27 deaths.

“Every day, two or three children die the same way,” one worker said,
declining to be named to protect their work in the area.

The most deadly symptoms of unclean water were diarrhea and vomiting,
which largely affected children, a displaced person told RFA, adding that it
is difficult to know what water-borne illnesses are affecting the camps’
residents due to a lack of doctors in the area.

“Living in the camp for internally displaced people is quite tough. One
house to another house is quite close and people live together,” he said,
declining to be named for security reasons.

“The water is not clean. Food is not as free as before.

“People in camps have to eat food depending on availability. All the
children, including newborn babies, as well as one or two-year-old
children, vomit and suffer from diarrhea and stomach aches.”

The death toll has risen due to the lack of available doctors to treat
symptoms and the absence of accessible medicine for refugees, he said,
noting that only short-term medications are available for children and
elderly people because of the shortage in Sittwe.



While symptoms like these are common in refugee camps, the death toll
is at an all-time high because there is nothing they can do to prevent it,
people residing in the camps told RFA.

Stricter blockades, fewer options

Fighting in Rakhine state between the Arakan Army and the junta has left
locals stranded after fleeing from battle zones and international aid
organizations unable to remain in the conflicted state.

Most of the displaced people in the camps are ethnically persecuted
Rohingya or other Muslim minorities in Rakhine state, who are often
suffering from few rights and limited mobility.

It is difficult to pay for medical treatment because Muslim refugees are
not allowed to move freely and earn money, said one aid worker.

“There are children who died [without medical treatment] due to lack of
money in the camps. They are facing such a bad situation,” he said,
declining to be named for fear of reprisals.

“The military junta does not provide these people with basic human
necessities and does not arrange for the international humanitarian
organizations to help them out.”

He added that even though civil organizations are eager to assist, they are
unable to do so effectively due to the lack of medicine. He attributed this
to blockades that prevent supplies from reaching major parts of the
Rakhine state.

Predominantly Muslim villages and refugee camps in western Sittwe have
been restricted from importing and transporting food and medicine since
2012, and residents face strict travel restrictions.

In early November 2023, the junta placed wider restrictions on
transporting food products and medicine into the region.

Kaman and Rohingya residents live together in about 15 camps near
Sittwe, but aid workers have only been able to learn the casualties from
six, meaning the death toll could be significantly higher, aid workers said.

Free Rohingya Coalition founder Nay San Lwin told RFA that Muslim
refugees are facing a dire situation because of the blockade.

“If such problems arise either in the camps or villages, at least people
could get permission to go to the hospital and clinic. Now it is in the worst
situation,” he told RFA on Sunday.



“All of these problems are because of the junta’s blockage and people are
facing this situation. This is not yet the end of the military council
committing genocide against our Rohingyas.”

Translated by RFA Burmese. Edited by Kiana Duncan and Taejun Kang.
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