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1, SCOPE OF DOCUMENT

1.4 This assessment has been produced by the Country Information and Policy Unit, Immigration and
Nationality Directorate, Home Office, from information obtained from a wida variety of recognised sources
The document does nat contain any Home Office opénion or policy

1.2 The assassment has been prepared for background purposes for those involved in the asylum / human
rights determination process. The information it contains ks not exhaustive. It concentrates on the issues
most commonly raised in asylum / human rights claims made in the United Kingdom

1.3 The assessment is sourced throughout It is intended 10 be used by caseworkers as a signpost 1o the
source material, which has been made available o them. The vast majonty of the source material is readily
available In the public domain.

1.4 It is intended to revise the assessment on a six-monthly basis while the country remains within the top 35
asylum-seeker producing countries in the United Kingdom

2. GEOGRAPHY
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. Mojdova, Country Information Side 2 af 32

2.1 The m%:!ﬁ&.!ogn (formerly the Moldovan Soviet Socialist Republic, 2 constituent Union Republic
o.q_ocwwmvw%gswocsgmcaow.zsn&omo:znﬁsb__uavo&o:oqso:ﬁoas_
territories of Moldova (Moldavia) most of which are in Romania, while others (southem Bessarabia and .
Northern Buconiva - Bokovyna) are in Ukraine, The country is bordered to the north, east and south by

(13,050 square miles). The capital city is Chi*indu (Kishinev) with a poputation of around 750,000, Other
major cities are Tiraspol (estimated population 184,000), Balti (157,000) and Benderi (137,000). [1]{23a]

Pn!&oogmcagAg.agﬁggaﬁ%éa.wﬁ.g. B84.5% of the population were
Moldova, 13.8% Ukeainians, 13.0% Russians, 3.5% Gagauz, 2.0% Jews and 1.5% Bulgarians. The ethnic
Moidovans speak a dialect of Romanian, 8 Romance language, which replaced Russian as the official
language in 1989. Ethnic minorities continue o use their own fanguage: only some 12% of them are fluent in
Romanian, whereas most speak Russian, The Gagauz speak a Turkic language, written in a Cyrillic script, but
71 % of them diaim fluency in Russian; only 4.4% are fluent in Romantan. [1]

2.3 Most of the inhabitants of Moldova profess Christianity. the targest denomination baing the Eastermn
Orthodox Church. The Gagauz, despite their Turkish origins, are adherents of Orthodox Christianity. The
Russian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate) has jurisdiction in Moldova, but there are Romanian and
Turkish turgies. [1]

were unemployed. Owing to salary arrears, even ose who are employed have difficulty :wm_:.u_a:m their
axistence. There has been substantial emigration from the country because of these economic difficulties and
it is estimated that at least 10% of the population emigrated after 1991 1)

3.3 In 2001, for the first time in many years, there were signs that the Moklovan economy Was recovering,
after years of declining growth Growth of GDP was positive in 2000, and was expected to be even higher in
2001, and the rate of inflation Although, by 2001, the Moldovan Party of Communists controlled the
presidency, the Government and Parfiament, there was cautious optimism that Moldova could Institute the
reforms necessary to win back international lending organisations and investors. However, the economy
ramained extremely fragile: the level of foreign debt was extremely high, and privatisation efiorts had been

mixed. Unless the country maintained the path of economic reform, it was doubtful that it would conlinue 1o
enjoy even modest economic growth in the future. [1)

4. BISTORY
Communism

4.1 A Moldova Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR) was first established in 1924 in Soviet Uksaine,
in temitory to the east of the Dniester river. This ares was occupied by Romanian and German troops during
the Second World War but returmed to Saviet control fallowing their expuision by the Soviet Army in 1844 [1]
{13a]

4.2 In 1082, Semion Kuzmich Grossu, succeeded |van vanavich Bediul as First Secretary of the Communist
Party of Moldava (CPM) and \eader of the country. [1]

4.3 The pro-Romanian Popular Front of Moldova (PF) was established in May 1889, Among its aims were the \\U
abolition of the use of the Cyrillic scrip with regard to the Romanian language and the return to a Latin one,
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and the acceptance of Romanian as the country's state language. [1]

4.4 On 31 August ASo.ggu:mcggmgs&ovigisﬁ, retumed Moidovan to the Latin
script, :ﬁozcﬁaﬁoggo‘sﬁgc_&ggaﬂoswaﬁczii&é&moagwaﬁanﬁo@aﬂq
Eggelm.ﬁnovc_uzo:. zcgissg%umsog%o.sﬁ%ggsg. in
November, oamc:.noﬁaoz%.imoav_m&wmﬂ.ﬁmandﬁzo;.onvzSs..:.oaq&oa&.vo::
Lucinschi, an ethnic Romanian, following rioting in Chifindu. [1]

Independence

4.8 On 27 August 1991, foflowing the attempted coup In the Soviet capital of Moscow, Maldova declzred ils
independence for the USSR and the CPM was banned. Romania racognised Moldova's independence and
diplomatic relations between the two countrias were established. The first popular presidential elections in
Moldova took place on 8 December 1991, with Snegur, the only candidate, recatving 98.2% of the votes cast.
Later that month, armed 835552.35048%»%%:%&366:3305&% and
%3:63:830:3 December, z.o.ao%ﬂn:oas@za&oamacoagi.giwm.o::oa.g
Commonwealth of Independent Stales (C1S.) (1]
~ 4

49 In July 1992, a peace agreement accorded Transnistria ‘special status’ within Moldova, Russian,
Moldovan and Dnestrian peace-keeping forces wera deployed in the region 1o monitor the cease-fire. [1]

{the exact tarms of which were 1o be determined at a later date). In December, the Moldovan Parliament
adopted legisiation on the special status of Gagauz-Eni (Gagauzia), the reglon was to enjoy 2 considerable
degree of autonomy, Gagauz was 10 be one of three official languages, and legisiative power was to be
vested in a regional assembly, the Halk Toplusu, while a directly elected bashkan was to hold 2 quask
prasidential position. This faw entered into effect in February 1895, [1)

4.12 Presidential elections were held on 17 November and 1 December 1996. Pariamentary speaker Pelru
Lucinschi was elected President of Moldova. Also in December 1996, Igor Smimov was re-elacted for @
second term as President of the ‘Dniestr Republic with more than 70 percent of the vote. [1]

4.13 On 8 May 1997, the memorandum of understanding on the normalising of refations batween Moldova
and Transnistria was signed by President Lucinschi and Smimav in Moscow, Russia; the mamorandum
committed both sides to further negotiations an the status of the region. Russia, which was willing to withdraw
troops from its 15,000-strong Russian 14™ Army based in Transnistna, and Uksaine were guarantors of the
agreement. {1]

4.14 In the general election of March 1898, the Moldovan Party of Communists (MPS) won the largest number
number of seats (40) in the 104 seat Pariament. The Democratic Convention of Moikdova (CDM), an alliance
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tzn.._:o_&&csvnzo.w%oa)ooﬂao.zgg%gvgnsooovﬁna:&nmwcus.izﬁ
the pro-Lucinschi Movement for a Demoacratic and Prosperous Moldova (MDPM) came third with 24 seats.
ﬁszgveeao%soasmgssg:soﬁdaoo:.?;ovzua?gagn&o o

415 Prime Minister Ciubuc resigned in February 1099, as, subsequently, did the Parliamentary leader,
m:oo&.i:g:woﬂaﬁneaaqﬁ%is%a. _Smeasivaog?:&nuuu%.:zs
following month. However, his Govamment was dismissed following a vote of 'no confidence’ by Parliament
on aogggn§§<3§¥n§o§§c§o=§m§5~c December. [1]

4.16 On 21 July 2000, vggﬁgﬁgng.auﬁagggnrcggguggggi
%gaﬁ.o:o&o&. EE%Svuaﬁasasigia of state. Presidential elections took

4.17 Parllamentary elections were held in Transnistria on 10 December 2000. Of the 43 seats, independent
candidates won 25, the Yedinstvo (Unity) movement emarged as the largest single party, with nine seals, the .
pro-Govemment Obnoviniye (Renovation) bloc secured seven seats and the Power 10 the People! Bioc
secured one. The election was cancelied in one constituency, owing to the revelations of electoral malpractice
on part of both candidates. (1]

Parliamentary Elections of February 2001

4.18 In the parliamentary election, heid on 25 February 2001, the MPC won 71 of 101 seats, the centrists
Braghis Allilance won 18 seats, and the Christian ansnaznvoou_m.»ggoovv-wwasnovmiﬁ
known by this time) won 11 seats. The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s Office for
Demucratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE-ODIHR) obsetved that the elections met intarmational
democratic standards. The following month, the government of Dumitru Braghis lendered its resignation. [1]

[10]

4.19 Another Presidential election took place on 4 Apnl 2001, at which Viadimir Voronin was finally elected
President, securing 71 of 89 votes cast by deputies of tha new Pariiament. Braghis received 15 votes, and
another Communist candidate, Valenan Christea, received three; the 11 deputies of the CDPP abstained from
voting. Later that month, a new cabinet was approved with Vasile Tarlev as Prime Minister i1

4.20 A law on ethnic i:n.i—.&a.. wao..zan by Pariiament in July 2001, guaranteed for all ethnic minornties the Q

secondary and higher in the Moklovan (Romanian) and Russian languages. In addition, the taw stipulated that
the publication of laws and officia! documents shall be printed in both Moldovan and Russian and that in areas
with a specia! status of autonomy, street names and names of public buildings will ateo be Indicated in the
fanguage of the autonomaous regian. [15a)

Demonstrations in Chi“indu 2002

4.22 On 18 December 2001, the Communist government resurrected plans to make Russian fanguage
instruction compulsory, from the second grade onwards. in schools as of 1 January 2002. Education Minister
llie Vancea claimed that this step had been laken afier lobbying from many Russian-speaking parents. The
move was condemned by critics as an attempl to bring Motdova further under Russian influence. The
Romanian Foreign Ministry condemned the decision calling it a matter of “political interference in education
and culture”. [18b] b
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a.ua;w%o*onmuoagmgscxnwlﬁ.oazss.gokagguna:aoau«ggn
Xontgnoangggoovv.g%%%oggag.abig.iqﬁ
Wmﬁﬁ The participants called on teachers and schoolchildren 1o boycott Russian language lessons. [13b]

4.24 These protests continued on an almost daily basis throughout January, February, March and into April
~8~.§3Qa§o_cv88.o8voou_o‘ §u§§n§§o§§2§a§
government. .:csasagnogs.nsoocoaamiﬁiagvgmsamra Russian a
compulsory language in schools. However, the protests continued aimed against other government moves to
bring the country closer to Moscow. [13c][13d]

differences also exist between those who live in Moldova and Romania. Prime Minister Tarev stated that this
represented an cpportunity for the country to have its “own history.” However, the move was widely percaived
as another strand of the Emm_aﬂao:o_c.o_magvnzo.guovcgo? as wall as of non-Russian minorities
living in the country. The Council of Europe urged the Moldovan authorities 1o Introduce @ moratorium on the
subject. [15€){15f)(15g](15h]

agsagu.gncg.ﬁu%a:ﬁna ugigegaggmga‘ meeting
the previous evening The party claimed that the communist authorities, or those influenced by them, had
abducted him. President Voroain denied the aliegations and accused the CDPP of seeking to destabilise the
country [13d]

4.27 The Moidovan Supreme Court af Justice demandad thal the COPP stop demonstrations on the grounds
that they were not authorised by Chi®ingu City Hall. The CDPP appealed against this ruling to the European
Court of Human Rights. [15¢]{19]

4.28 On 24 Apri 2002, the Council of Europe passed & Parismentary Assembly resolution urging an end 1o
both the protests and prosecution by the government of demonstrators and COPP deputies. Complying with
this, the COPP ended the protesis on 29 April 2002 after 101 days. [15¢c){18e][25]

4.29 Viad Cubreacov was found alive on 25 May 2002 on a road in the vicinity of the border with Transnistria,
near the village of Ustia, some 50 kilometres noriheast of Chi%indu. He claimed 1o have been held by "Russian
speakers™ He said thal duning the previous night e had been taken out in @ car, dropped off and told "to walk
and not look back * He refused fo disclose further details about his kidnappers, for fear of harming the police
investigation. Prime Minister Vasile Tarlev claimed that Cubreacov's disappearance proved that the
autharities were not involved in the kidnapping. Transnistria's “foreign minister” Valerii Litskay also denied any
link 1o the abduction claiming that the Tiraspol suthorities were being used as a scapagoal and that the most
likety explanation for the kidnapping was that it had been staged by the COPP 1o ensure public interest in the
then-ongoing demonstrations. [18d]

For histary priof to 1924, please refer to Europa publications, source 1

5. STATE STRUCTURES
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The Constitution

5.1 4:00085&3Qsozunczaoazgaoﬁtﬁ&oeﬁnggzoa?gg:&agumg& 1894
ggggggﬁ?@:ﬁQmmgcznooogs:%gwgoaosa.izo:gga
Moidova into a pariamentary republic. wo-oi!ao%&&ossgﬂ%iggo&s.
mvv.gnosnnmonﬁ:&o.,.ggiggﬁ.:g.aggsggsﬁg.
rather than directly. [1)

5.2 The Republic of Moidova is @ soversign, independent, unitary and indivisibie state, The rule of law, the
dignity, rights and freedoms of the people, and the development of human personality, justice and political
pluralism are guaranteed. The Constitution is the supreme faw. The Constitution upholds principles such as
human rights and freedoms, democracy and political pluratism, the separation and co-operation of the
legisiature, executive and judicial powers of the State, respect for intemational law and treaties, fundamental
principles regarding property, free economic Initiative and the right to national identity. The national language
of the republic is Moldovan and Its writing is based on the Latin alphabet, aithough the State acknowledges
the right ta use other languages spoken within the country. [1]

guilty and have a right to an acknowledged legal status. The State guarantees fundamental human rights,
such as the right to fife and to physical and mental integrity, the freedoms of movement, conscience,
expression, assembly and political association, and the enfranchisement of Moidovan citizens aged over 18.
Moldovan citizens have the right of access to information and education, of health security, of establishing
and joining a trade union, of working and of striking. The family, orphaned children and the disabled enjoy the
protection of the State. Obtigations of the citizenry include the payment of taxes and the defence of the
motherland. [1]

Citizenship and Nationality

5.5 Citizenship of the Republic of Moldova s acquired through birth, recognition, adoplion, recovery of
naturalisation or on the basis of international agreements to which the Republic of Moldova is a parly [28a]

5.6 Citizenship of the Republic of Moldova may be ost through renunciation, deprivation or on the grounds
deriving from international agreements to which the Republic of Moldova is a party. {29a]

foreign military service, committed actions seriously prejudicing the vital interests of the state, as proved by
the court, or if the person has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of another state that did not conclude an
agreement on dual citizenship with the Republic of Moikdova and does not renounce the citizenship o* any of
the states during one year [29a]

5.8 Citzenship may be recovered under Article 17, for a person who has raached 18 years of age and who
knows and observes the provisions of the Constitution, knows the national language, sufficiently well to
integrate into social life and who loses o renounces the citizenship of another state, if possessed, excepl in
cases whan the loss or the renunciation is not possible or cannot reasonably be requested. [29a)

Political System

5.9 Parliament is the supreme legistative body and the sole legistative authority of Moldova. It consists of 101
members, directly elected for 2 four-year term, Members elect the Chairman of Parfiament, also for a four-
year term. Parjament hoids two ordinary sessions per year The Parfiament's basic powers inciude: the
enactment of laws, the holding of referendums, the provision of legisiative unity throughaut the country, the
approval of state policy, the approval or suspension of intemationa! treaties. The election of state officials, the

mobilisation of the armed forces and the deciaration of the states of national emergency, martial law and war. |

[
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ac.saxouaoa&?c»ﬁéﬁagn:mﬁaas&so aosaaaaa::%zacm.oo.&ggac_.s
three percent Party leaders decide which seats on the electoral list to give to potential candidates,
depending on the candidates’ contributions. [10]{17a)

§.12 Transnistria is viewed in ChitinDu as part of Moidova, but in fact this eastern teritory of the country is
run as an independent state. Citizens' right 1o change their govemment is resiricted severely in Transnistria
The February 2001 Parliamentary elections could not be conducted In the area due to a lack of co-operation
from the Transnistrian authorities, As in earlier elections in 1994, 1686, and 1988, a small number of special
poliing stations were set up on the govermment-contralled right bank of the river Nisiru and Transnistrian
aaﬁ:wioassgsgaw.:oaﬁqséﬁ. §o<o%n2§$aw8¢oaiwmoﬂacn3§oo8n&
manner. However, only a small percentage of the Moldovan citizens living In Transnistria managed 1o
exercise their nght to vote, [2a)[10]

5.13 Elections for “President”, of the unrecognised state took place on 9 December 2001 and the incumbent,
Igor Smimov, was deciared the winner. In the period prior to the elections, the authorities shut down a political
party and a youth group, closed a laftist party newspaper, and seized a press run. The authorities refused o
’ . .

Judiciary

5.14 The judiciary consists of lower courts of the first instance, five appeliate courts {tribunals), a Higher Court
of Appeals, and a Supreme Court. g?uﬂ:ﬁﬁoc:«:uozgwgn.%msao&scﬁo.zﬁg
courts and serves as a final court of appeal A separate Constitutional Court has autharity in cases regarding
the constitutionality of draft and final legislation, decrees and other government acts. [2a]

Supreme ‘Court of Justice are appointed by the President following proposats by the Higher Magistrates'
Council. They are elected for a five-year term, and subsequently for a 10-year term, after which their term of
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aﬁag..on.m_meo:gcw!c%3&33%&&5»3%%33051@.2&358
unconstitutional. The Court’s decisions gaéggaﬁ.&ggwaﬁ objective. [2a]

5.48 In other racent decisions, the Constitutionsl Court approved constitutional amendments on the
dissolution of courts within 5@5&23.5&22%353%198@5@532%859%9@
mvvﬁag.o-?acougvgsagroaaacﬁgaﬁxgsaﬁsogaa%&s»
Supreme Council of Magistrate. [1 7a]

5.49 The Constitution provides thal the President, acting on the nomination of the Superior Court of

o g.?a%f?&n&.ﬂéam@%s

increase judicial independence, Beginning in 2000, judges being considered for reappointment have been

required o take a specialiised training course at the Judicial Training Centre. Al the end of this training, they

wagatnsg.i_ggnicnan3%?%%&%“328»3%%:

.mm_%a reappointment decisions. This process was designed 10 increase the professionalism of the judges
a)

,aﬁ.oa..wamzo: of laws, Its function was restricted to criminal prosecution, the presentation of formal charges
before a court, gn?ogoagvaﬁnoao.cﬁa_ao:nimao{.:m&oau. [2a]

5.21 Moldova receives aid to reform s judiciary from donor countries and international organisations; the
major technical assistance provider In this regard is the United States. [173]

with some amendments, and the authorities generally respected its provisions. Judges issue arrest warnanits
based on cases presented by proseculors Z»Bmc:o:ooamsczo:m_o:ﬂéwgg.ooxaauﬁgm
August 2001, a suspecl may be detained without charge for 72 hours, an incfease from 24 hours. The

5.24 Under the Constitution, detainees must b2 informed immediately of the reason for their arrest and must
be made aware of the charges against them as quickly as possible. The accused has the right to a defencs
attormey throughout the entire process and the attormey must be presant when the charges are brought. Many
lawyers point out that access 10 3 lawyer generally is granted only after a person has been detained for 24
hours. [2a)

5.25 According to current legistation, the police can arrest a person for a maximum of three hours In order 10
ascartain his/her identity, However, police officers often used this possibifity as a means of obtaining

information needed for formal charges. Typically, suspects were arrested and interrogated without having

http://1 f.uow.ao.oo\vvamn.&%mon:oauuwuo.nm:onZo_aaﬁe\oucﬁwcnags.xwe:... 21-11-2002
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been informed of thelr nghts, Inctuding the right lo remain silent _.i»uw_oo%:n%guc%o&
ioassanmﬁagaﬂns%wooqnxasgsﬂaag.gns%iﬁﬁgﬁ
untruthful statements. Later, 9»%3@35&3&8%3?§Q§S§g§

given.[12]

m.»owoaocaou.sgd.sﬁgﬂmaiﬂags&nag?gg:ggigg%
invoking any formal grounds. In most cases, these arrests were not officially registered. Reportedly, detainees
i!ao_moucsuoﬁnsgo:o_oe&o.ﬂacaﬂaléuﬁa abuse when interrogated. [12]

n.nu?aOo:&Eﬁ!3§~3§1§=§§35=§8§Q8§9§§.3mEoc_.o;:
amendment adopted on 12 July 2001, :6«83!&33«858530% Detentions of several
months were faily frequent, Pariament may approve the exiension of pre-trial detention on an individual

the legality of his arrest. At year's end, according to figures provided 3 the Ministry of Justice, 1,880 persons
of a tolal prison population of Jo.auuioasa&sg?oac:.miﬂg:ﬁ. [2a)

5.28 §o§§§38§68§2§§.§§%_28§3m8£§
conditions in which ggggagﬁnﬁa:o%.gaﬂg.%?% periods.
Overcrowding and poor sanitary conditions in police lock-ups and pre-trial detention facilites often amounted
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. [4a]

.29 During tnal, nﬁvgéwgg-ﬁgiigggﬁ not always be
considered impartial and fair, From time to time, a&a&o:ﬁiﬁm:o.nasﬁmosﬁsgoaﬁ. Moreover,
in sarious violation of intemational due process standards, defendanls were sometimes not allowed to be
present in the courtroom in o&ﬁﬁa&ozqsgsﬁduﬁsvﬂmo:olwaca:u_ouaooczmo_o::awoss
choice. [12]

5.30 According to Moldovan legislation, vagabonds, beggars and persons without identification documents
8::83&:&5%3uoauﬁ.?oaoaazguo.n-o@og&ﬂasvmgaagons%ga
vague, and their detention was not justified 3»3%%@8@8%.893:&53:8:6
provide for rehabilitation. Most persons detained as vagrants were held in the ChillinDu Vagrancy Centre.[12]

Death Penalty
5.33 In 19895, the Death Penally was abolished for all crimes in the Republic of Moidava. [4b]
Internal Security

5.34 The Minisiry of Internat Affairs has responsibility for the pofice. The Information and Security Seevice
(1SS) controls the other security organs, except for the Border Guards, which are a separate agency. The

http://1 f.Nou.uc.oo\gamnbwu@mo&o:uuuuobu:_nnZo_go<w€bQ>~ono§~%>~o_=... 21-11-2002
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Conslitution assigns to Parfament the authonty to investigate the activities of the Ministry of Intemal Affairs
_w.x:.:a_mm. w_&snacagggzi?ox.&:n_&_«_&g. In June 2001, Parfiament dissolved the
gS%sﬁsﬂggnSngsgag?o_wmgavgxcaﬂugaa
Parliamentary Committee on National Security. [2a]

5.35 During 2001, the regional delegation of the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) organised
several presentations and seminars for senlor police officers and lecturers and students of police academies
o raise awareness of international humanitarian law and human rights. (6]

5.36 The United zgggimgag_ Discrimination voiced concerns, in March
2002, about reports of police violence sgainst person belonging to minority groups, In particularly the Roma
popuiation. The Committee recommended that the Government take all necassary measures fo prevent and
3:?%:&235%2?8&%3&83&:&3&?@ Bl

Border Security and relations with neighbouring countries

>8oa_5o~om8no:w<mw<w§oo=§? awogga:-agg_ig.sagmago.%
employment that is contributing o the economy with much-neadad remittance money. The Maldovan Centre
for Strategic Study and Reforms charges that there s corruption at all leveis. [2a)

5.38 Moldova faces a dilemma in its position in international affairs, The country Is caught between the
aspirations of the Moldovan majority to draw closer to their linguistic cousins in Romania and to the European
Union {EU), and those of the Russian minority, led by the Transnistrians, who urge integration with the
Russian Federation. {23b]

integrity of Mokdava. [23b)
Prison and Prison Conditions

5.40 Conditions in most prisons in both Transnistna and Moldova remained harsh, with serious overcrowding.
Cell sizes do not meet local legal requirements or international standards. The official minimum norm for the
space 1o be granted to each prisoner was 2m®, but in practce this was often violated. Conditions were
especially harsh in prisons used to hold persons awaiting tial or sentencing. As of 1 September 2001, 3,374
individuals, including 198 minors, were awalting trial. These prisons suffer from overcrowding, bad ventilation,
scarcity of food and a lack of recreational faciities. The medical section of the Department of Penitentiaries
released figures at the end of 2001, showing that 1,150 inmates had active luberculosis and 178 had
HIV/AIDS. The Ministry of Justice administers the prison system. Attempis (o improve prison conditions
continue to be frustrated by a lack of financing. Abusa of prisoners by other prisoners or by jailers themselves,
ostensibly for disciplinary reasons, has been reduced by the dismissal or retwement of some of the wors!
offending guards; however, the practice most likely continues at diminished levels. [2a){12]

5.42 As of November 2001, 106 minors wera held pending trial n ChiClintiu Prison Number 3. Each of the
celis held more people than there were bads available. The young people were not provided with any
aducational or recreational program and were only allowed access o @ 25m’ concrete yard for one hour a
day. At least six of the detainees, cao_igaiﬁgﬂgngegu had besn held in these

eanditions for over 16 months. Many of them were poory clothed and barefootl. in only a few exceptional 7
cases were they allowed family visits befare sentencing. The Council of Europe’s Anti-Torture Committee did

http://1 o&.wou.ao.cc\uvmma.mmﬁwﬂn:c:auwugg_nuZo_acée\eungnoOog&o\owo_?: 21-11-2002
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note some positive changes at the prison with the removal of shutters covering cell windows allowin
access to natural light and fresh air. [4a)[24) SR

5.43 In the women's section of Chillintu Prison Number 3, the authorities reportedly claimed that a cell
:J@cadwgﬁ.uagaong%%atﬂagsﬁ.1222.5093&»8._.»
sua:o:caﬁs3:8:5%983&32&6«2»33:(33458%85&5500&3..83;
.MN_B»&:EB allowed by prison reguiations. The cell, which adjoined the shower room, was extremely humid,

m.:n.._moaoaswoaﬁn.iEﬁo:io:.o::::mo;isﬂﬂaaogagagnnoonmmogsﬁ
against their detention conditions. According to Stefan Uritu, the chairman of the Moldovan Helsinki
Committee for Human Rights, clgimed that inmates were being held in cells with a high degree of humidity.
ﬁﬁag.s&wﬂogiﬁ_gﬁg&s%ngag_gﬁg.
Symptomatic of the lack of funding avallable for Moldovan penitentiaries, official statistics showed that the
Mﬁmanﬁigao:zo__oougaonﬁsaﬂ the funding required for the maintenance of detention facilities.

5.45 In general both government and independent human rights monitors were permitisd to visit prisons. The
Moidovan Centre for Human xazsioaoiﬂvgéﬁaian:&ﬁ? The Government has co-
operated with the International Commitiee for the Red Cross (ICRC) in the past, permitting visits to prisoners
from the 1992 conflict, g!w:_oxoancoaa%ﬁgsc_g Group, Imprisuned n
Tranenistria, was denied. The OSCE visited the lfiascu Group. [2a]

5.46 llie liascu, who had been convicted of murder in 1893 by a court in the DMR in the trial of the so-calied
Tiraspol Six", was released in May. The six men had been convicted of “terrorist acts”, including the murder
of two DMR officials in 1993, Alexandru Lesco, Andrei Ivantoc and Tudor Petrov-Popa remained in prison. In
July the European Court of Human Rights ruled that their application against their conviction was admissible.
The men :8%5352«33:282.332“893828:? that the oaooo&.am.ousaasg
conviction were not fair and that their prison conditions were in beeach of the European Conyention on Human
Rights. [4a)

5.47 In September 2002, the administration in the Transnistrian-controlled city of Tighina (Bender) cut off the
water and electricity 1o the jocal penitentiary, which runs 3 hospitat for detainees suffering from tuberculosis.
The Tighina city administration had earfier demanded, in 8 letter to President \Viadimir Voronin, that the
Moldavan government evacuate all inmates suffering from tuberculosis to other penitentiaries and to shul
down the facility. The Moldovan Penitentiary Department (DIP) claimed that this was impossible, as there
were no thers were no other appropriate facilities available. The Deputy Chief of the DIP aiso notad that
*domestic and intemationa! experts have visited the hospital and concluded that it was not dangerous for the
city residents,” [15d]

Military Service

5.48 Conscription exists and the legal basis for this is the 1992 ‘Law on Military Service’. All men between the
ages of 18 and 40 are liabte for military service. The length of military service is one year, three months in the
case of university and college graduates. According 1o an amendment made on 18 July 2002, education
Institutions will be allowed to set up military departments and students who serve there will be exempted from
military service. There are no resene duties. Postpanement and exemgption from miltary service are possible
under articles 18 to 20 of the 1992 Law on Military Service Obligation. Call-up for military service takes place
at the age of 18. Only a small proportion, about 15 percent, of liable conscripts are actually recruited.
Voluntary eniistment usually produces the requisite number of recruits [9]{22a]

5.49 During 2001, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) regional delegation assisted the
Moldovan Ministry of Defence in several projects designed lo heighten awareness of international
humanitarian law within those attending military college and future officers. [6]

Armed Forces

5.50 The armed forces are 11,000 strong, which is 0.26 percent of the population. Every yeas approximately
35,000 men reach conscriplion age. There are approximately 5,200 conscripts in the armed forces. 91

Conscription

hitp://1 ﬁ.Nou.S.S\ugﬁn.ﬁv@monnosnuuuok&_nuZoEoé.w\oNQ\eNcooﬁse\bo_?: 21-11-2002
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5.51 Draft evasion and desertion are punishable under the crminal code. However, draft evasion IS
widespread, the reasons including 32.83&03»3:::5: rights violations within the armed forces and
?gag§.85ooa§anaa..£§<830€8§naeggaﬁagasm:oSS
get exemption _ﬂﬂ aﬁqﬁ_soﬁcsa“%neiu aw.ct:dzaoaa respond to call-up. Monitoring 8nd punishing of draft
evasion does seem a authorities, as voluntary applications for military service af
usually sufficient to obtain the requisite number of recruits. [9) Per >

Conscientious Objection

m.m~?3=~88§38$c§m§<88u=§n§nﬂ=ﬁisd Altemnative Service Act. This
Eiiwwggn&:o&?wagaﬂ_.igsrsxoﬁioanivgi...cgmos!c:.o:.8:68
and more Moldova conscripts were declining to serve in the Red Army. The 1891 law is believed o accept
refigious, uonagnu&con_Bouoaummuaca%aqoo:wngaocmoggdsgsagm&&u
82_8378303.2;8:853923;_8&%3@8:33338_:snauggaoéﬁcs
construction Indusiry. [9]

Medical Services

5.53 In 1999, there were 82 hospital beds and 34 doctors per 10,000 inhabitants, A number of measures were
introduced that year, inciuding the closure of several village hospitals and the loss of 7,000 hospital beds. In
1929, the state budget allocated 335 million let (7 4 percent of total expenditure] to health care. [1)

5.54 In 1999, primary/medical care was delivered in 473 outpatient/polyciinic establishments, 187 of which
were part of the Ministry oqgs.m&g.éo.g.ggggssgggma
departments, and 208 of which were independent. In the same year, Inpatient care was provided in 150
hospitals. [30]

HIV/IAIDS

5.5 There is only one specialised HIV centre in Moldova. The HIV test is free of charge for those at high risk
There are no adequate referral centres for HIV-afected persons, except for psychological counselling. [21a]

~- &

Educational System

Romanian lterature and history added fo the cumculum. In the period 1980-88 the percentage of pupils in
general day schools taught in Russian increased from 36.9% o 40.9% although this trend was reversad in the
early 1990s, when many Russian-language schools were closed M

5.57 Primary education begins at saven years of age and lasts for four years. Secondary education, beginning
at 11, lasts for a8 maximum of seven years, comprising a first cycle of five years and a second of two years. In
1696 total enrolment at primary and secondary schools was equivalent o 87 percent of the school-age
popuiation {86 percent of males, 87 percent of females). Primary anrolment in 1992 was equivalent to 954
percent of chikiren in the relevant age group, while the comparable figure for secondary enrolment in 1998
was 48.3 percent. in 1989, according to census results, the rate of adult illiteracy in Moldova was 3.6 percent
(maies 1.4 percent, females 5.6 percent), By 1998 the overall rate of adult lliiteracy had deciined to 1.4
percent In 1999 measures were laken to reduce costs in the education sector. In that year cument
expenditure on education from the state budget was 575 million lei. {1]

e college and university level than at the secondary and high schoal level, will have more flexibility than
public institutions to establish their own cumiculums. {17a]

8A. HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES

Part | Overview
Freedom of speech and the media

hitn://194.203.40.90/ppage.aspTsection=3330&title= Moldova%2C%20Country%201n... 21-11-2002
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Onw: 1 Freedom of religion

Religious groups

Freedom of assembly and association
Employment rights

Paople trafficking

Freedom of movement

6. HUMAN RIGHTS

8.A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES

Human Rights. In the first half of the year, citizens filed 50 cases with the ECHR. The majority of the cases

¢ concemned the lack of social protection, and salary and pension gggﬁﬁn%?oggp At

c&gnﬁnsé.g&sﬁﬂuﬂgvﬁ:g&_ Zonnﬁguscagaiigguagow
rights to legal remedies in general. [2a)

Torture

8.4 The Moldovan Constitution forbids torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of
punishment. however there weare some unconfirmed reports in 2000 by inmates that prison guards beat them,

[2a]
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police officers. [4a]{12]
Extrajudicial Killings

a.qdﬁosﬁa:o.dooa&z.onagRcaﬁie_ﬁvaﬁﬁaoamvgaﬁsggggﬂsu
8@:35:68::32.8338&3&3 [2a)

Disappearances

6.8 There werg no reports of politically motivated disappearances in 2001. [2a)

FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND THE MEDIA

o.oqgogmeeco:oigﬁiva&oaquagoaagvaﬂ“ however, there are some
restrictions on these rights. The Govemnment generally did not limit freadom of speech; however it has used
provisions of the electoral law, and calumny law, 2gainst some crilics, and journalists practice some self-
censorship. Nevertheless there is an active independent media. [2a]

defaming the State and the people’, these restrictions lack implementing legisiation and are not invoked.
However, 3 calumny law prohibits defaming senjor government officiais. In the past, criicism of public figures
resulted in & number of lawsuils. As 3 consequence, journalists practised self-censorship to avoid lawsults.
The Supreme Court in Aws%g%_:zsoioﬂosagvcz.o@caaﬂoaq
defamation without distinguishing between their public and private persons. Under the Court's 1999 ruling,
parties filing lawsults must prove that the information was false and defamatory and published reckiessly or

6.11 >§oco:cﬁ::gﬁo.aon_mo&osgaaaagoagaovﬂ!&%Qiqﬁwﬁﬁﬂ.u
political party is growing, most of these independent media 83!:& in the service of, and secured large

§.12 In July 2001, Parliament amended the Press taw 10 prohbit funding of support of Maldovan publications
by forelgn govemments. Observers presumed that the amendment was simed at Romanian govermnment
support for the opposition press, g&.?m:oiv.o:iao:m_oogmog to publications funded as part
of intemational aid programs, and potentially could hinder human rights groups, foreign donors, sponsors of
democratisation projects, and other non-political arganisations. [2a]{51(17b]

8.43 The Ministry of the Economy, Departmant of Privatisation, Chamber of Trade and Industry, State
Customs Office, and Journalists' Union openad the Centre for Public Information in 2001. The Centre is
intended to provide mformation on social and econamic issues to the press. [17b]

&.14 The Government charged an independent Russian language weekly, Kommersant Moidovi, with being 8
danger to state security for s support for the separatist Transnistria regime and clesed Il down on 30
November 2001 on the grounds that it was having financial troubles. The charges were brought after he
newspaper had published articles under the heading of “Trans-Dnjester” in several of its editions. [2a]{12]

hitp:/194.203.40.90/ nvsmabmvwmoomoanuwuc%_._:nu Moldova%2C%20Country%20in... 21-1 1-2002
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g%.gﬁg.miggggg.ﬁsgﬁgssg.zz
823.83:282938égagsggggg.iﬁgggéi
co_:oa.&o;aaﬁn.;o8&354%v%5a§2%%§§.&5
O:ESD:.Qesgnﬁwﬂ%usa%.gwg%SSog%%ﬁagn?

%3§ﬁ§a€§§§w§§o&§~§5 newspaper in Benderi and another in
the northern Transnistrian city of Ribnitsa. [2a](5](173a]

wo:noazum%ag_..oaeo:gzcﬁscama@%ggoqﬁiggsoqgga
authorities since its founding in 1898, however, no such confiscation's occurred during 2001. The newspaper
was under continual political pressure during the year It has few resources and a circulation of only
approximately 4,000 coples. 902§%Qg3§§§8§§5o “presidency” of
Transnistria, in December 2001, but was not aliowed to register. in November 2001, the authorities shut down
the newspaper of the left-wing organisation, For Power to the People, For Social Justice, {'Narodovlast’) and
confiscated a full-run of the newspaper. [2a]{5)

Journalists

§.19 Journalists have 8 very hard time obtaining information on the use of foreign aid, budgetary spending
and civil servanl salares and perks i<832§ﬁx38.5¢33%:6§3@259@
Transnistrian region, and things are even worse tor the Transnistrian press with opposition 1o the separatist
authonties having aimost no news outiets. [5]

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

§.20 The Conslitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Government generally respected this night In
practice; hawever, the Moldovan Orthodox Church receives some’ special treatment from the Govemmenl
For example, the Metropolitan of ChiCiinCu and All Moldova has a diplomatic passport. Other high-ranking
Orthodox Church officials also repoctedly have diplomatic passports issued by the Government [2a]

.22 Other registered groups include, Roman Catholics, Baptists, Pentecostals, Seventh-Day Adventisis,
Musiims, Jehovah's Witnesses, Baha'is, Jews, tollowers of Reverend Moon, Molocans {(a Russian group),
Messianic Jaws (Jews who believe that Jesus was the Messizh), Lutherans, Presbyterians, and Hare
Krishnas Some other charismatic Christian groups and evangelical Christian groups aiso are registered
Although it has faced bureaucratic obstacles to registration, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
(Mormons) has 2 congregations with approximately 170 members. [2d]

§.23 Foreign missionaries represent many faiths and denominations. [2¢]

6.24 The law on religion as amanded to legalise praselytising, in principle bringing the legisiation Into fine with
the European Convention on Human Rights, came into effect in June 1999: however, the law explicitly forbids
“abusive proselytising”, which is defined as “an attempt to influence someone's religious faith through violence
or abuse of authority.” The Government has not taken legal action against individuals or organisations for
prosetytising. [2a]

8.25 The law provides for restitution to politically repressed or exiled persons whose property was confiscated
during the successive Nazi and Soviet regimes. This regulation has been extended in effect to rebgious
communities; however, the Moldovan Orthodox Church has been favoured over other religious groups in this

http:/1 f.Nou.ao.oo\vgmaa%@mﬂaazuuuuE.E.._ougc_aocm.w\omn..\ouonc::s.x,wc_z... 21-11-2002
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in recovering its property. The Baptist Church has anly one remalning property restitution claim. In May 2001,
?%ﬁauvgsﬁvﬁﬁg.ssﬂqgga&%g. but the Parliament denied
ggémsgsagﬁaég?ﬁag. [2a)

schools, goa.z.o:ag?_nﬁtaaﬁgaigggo%_g..dﬁasgcg
%mim&:a&ﬁ;o:%!o%.ogggggggggﬂ:&%wnz&
state schools and are supplemented by financial support from the community. Jewish students are not
%8:&3«9&9ggnogggaao&goxco«gagnzag.ﬁ&%
schools for other religious faiths. [2a] ;

has been denied registration in five towns in Transnistria, The Baptist community, which has aiso_been
refused registration, was harassed and threatéried during the last 3 months of 2001. In the past, they and
other non-Orthodox groups complained that they generally were not allowed to rent property and often were
harassed during religlous services. [2a){12] -

RELIGIOUS GROUPS

Unregistered relfigions cannot buy or obtain construction permits for churches or seminaries. Members of
unreqgistered religions hoid services in homes, NGO offices and other locations. [2a]

‘organisations in order to hide their church actvities. This article specifically cited the Musiims and the
followers of Reverend Moon. There were no examples of negative press articles about nan-Orthodox religions
in 2002, up until the end of September. [2¢)[2d]
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Bessarablan Church

g?:ﬁﬁaﬂni@o&%%ﬁ:ﬂ&«%ﬁgsgagg39»0@2_3.
Nistru and Prut Rivers, and the Black Sea). _.605035088.-6&:9&8.}3&%250»035:
Orthodox Church ggg%ﬂi&.&%ﬁﬁ%.mma%&ongas
%900&.&05:3:%0&3caﬁga%ﬁagaog.oqnz&&igmg
orientated towards Bucharest. [2a]

December, §c§9@@3¢3§.§<§5¢ human Szagao.auo.oﬁcouoﬁ The
authorities eventually complied with the decision snd registerad the Church on 30 July 2002 [2a)[18c)

Church of the True Orthodox of Moldova

.33 On 29 May 2002, after a long series of registration deniais and legal appeals, the Supreme Cout of
Justice rules that the Government must register the Church of the True Orthodox-Moldova, a branch of the

: mcwamaoqsaoxo:cqg)?ooagsaoc:samg.go:ﬁggng:&mnm%gmi

registration In 1897, 1968 and 2000; the Government rejected the applications on vanous grounds. The
Govermnment had not registered this Church by the end of September 2002, [2d]

.34 In several towns where there is @ True Orthodox congregation, there were reports that opponents had
taken signed petitions to local governments and courts, stating that the citizens opposed the existance of a
True Orthodox-Moldova Church In their town and claiming it violated their human rights. When legal
representatives for the Church examined these petitions, they reportedly found many names of incarcerated
persons and _3§am§§3§33§§%oqcﬁiqg Orthodox-Maidova

house 1o protect him. [2¢]
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons)

8.35 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) which first applied for regisiration in 2000,
continued to face bureaucratic difficuities in the registration process and continue to try and work within the
Govemnment's State Service for Religions. {2a]{2c]

Baptists

.36 In May 1999, a group of about 500 Orthadox Christians and between 4 and 6 priests attacked a small
group of Baptists in the village of Mingir, injured 3 persons, and partially destroyed a Baptist church thal was
under construction. The Ministry of internal Affairs investigated the case, bul no charges ever were filed The
village mayor wha was implicated in the incident lost his bid for re-election. The Baptist Church was aliowed to
register locally, and the church butiding now is completed. The church hokds regutarly scheduled services and
activities There have been no further reports of problems for the Baptists in this community. f2c]

§.37 The Baptist Community In Transnisina remains unregistered Baplists Transnistria complained of
increased harassment from the authorities One Baptist group reportedly was accused of having constructed
its church in Tiraspol illegally, and the autharities reportedly threatened to demolish it The matter drew some
attention intemationally and the authorities since have permitted the church to continue its function. In the
February 2001 Moldovan pariamentary elections, 3 reported 80 % of those persons from Transaistria who
crossed the Dniestr River 1o vote (voting was not allowed in Transnistria itself) voted for independent
candidate, and Baptist minister, Valenu Ghiletchi [2d)

Judaism

§.38 The Jewish communily has approximately 31,00 members, with about 20,000 living n Chi®indu, 3,100 in
Baiti and surrounding areas, 2,200 in Tiraspol, 2,000 in Banderi, and 4,000 in small lowns. These figures,
provided by the groups themselves, may onty be rough approximations, 853%3.%8:% been
adjusted to 1ake inlo recent emigration trends. Since the 1870's, Jews have been emigrating out of Moldova.

__.ﬁsE.Na.s.oe%ﬁpﬁwzag&uSm%ouzo_aoée&QEonos,%\.mo_s... 21-11-2002



. Moldova, Country Information Side 18 af 32

6.41 The Constitution Eéaqzoaiuwwo&ggn states that citizens are free to form parties and
other social and political organisations, howevet, Articie 41 of the Constitution states that organisations that

8.42 Under current legisiation, the process of registering a political party of movement s not overtly difficult.
The main task is to coliect 5,000 signatures from the new party or mavement's supporters As of 1 October
2001, 31 parties and social-political organisations were registered with the Ministry of Justice. There 5
considerable confusion over parties with similar names and political orientations. [17a)

political parties - For Power 10 the People, For Social Justice and Peaple’s Rule and a lefiwing Komsomol
youth organisation, all allegedly for undermining Transnistrian soveraignty by voicing support for the
Moldovan Communist party in the 25 February 2001 parilamentary elections in Moidova. At the end of 2001,
court proceedings against People's Rule stil ware ongoing and had reached the Transnistrian “Supreme
Court”. In November 2001, 8 Transnistrian court closed the Komsomol youth organisation. f2a)

6.46 On 12 May 2001, the Tiraspol City Court banned the activities of the Partia Narodoviastia. The stated
reason was that the political movement had supported the Communist Party during the February

htep://1 ﬁ.wou.ac.oc\vvmmub%.wu%:o._uuuuc#m:augo_aoé.x.uoo\omoogaie\amo_a... 21-11-2002
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EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS

abq§c9=&p§=§§c§o3§8§<8§am§§Qt§wc§c§§u%
interests. The Trade Union g%s%%?%ﬁiggio;gczw
citizens the right to form all kinds of social organisations. However, although some groups of workers have
%8%%:-83588533&3.250&6&ﬂaﬂaeozgqaaacagaaoa*

q&»cao:&gugoasaomgssgn% Virtually all
nion

gmacg.gg.gaogno. S.ionoazugggaswscamﬂo:aﬁa&gm_ level, especially
aSuSﬁgw.nc%co:s:saoBmngé. Al the enterprise leveal, union and management
g%%&ggé. 55»88&8.333«&(88:&:!:5::805888
the Industry level. [2a]

8.50 Labour disputes are typically settied in the workplace by a workplace arbitration committee. If an
o%ao:%g.o%Soaﬁocs.zB%Bc&g&mﬁgmﬁ Coust decisions
_§_§m§§goq§2u%§§§§=€q%&8§ [2a)

Trade unions and the right to strike

6.51 Neither government workers not those i essential services such as heaith care and energy have the
right to strike. In practice, other unions may strike If two-thirds of their members vole in a secret baliot to do
s0. No general or countrywide strikes took place during 2001, aithough local strikes by teachers and doclors
occutred in some areas. Unions may affiiate and maintain contacts with international organisations. The
GFTU is 3 member of the International Confederation of Trade Unions. [2a]

6.52 Although trade unions in Moldova have been estsblished in almost all sectors of the economy and in
public institutions, they are far from effective in defending employees' rights. The trade unions resamble their
moﬁa.oa uB&S«S&.&Sﬁ than acting as workers’ advocates in the Western sense. In iale 2000, the

Organisation for Migration (IOM) ciaims that Moklova is e main Gountry of origin for the trafficking of women
and children for the purpose of prostitution in Western Europe, Balkans and the Middle East. There have
been unsubstantiated reports by local NGO's of Involvement by govemment officials; however, no official
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charges have been made. [2a}(20][21b]

6.54 Women and girls are trafficked to various locations, including Turkey, Cyprus, Greecs, Iialy, Hungary, O
Bulgaria, Slovakia, Bosnia, Macedonia, and Yugosiavia for prostitution. There also were reports that women

were trafiickad to Lebanon, Syria, Isragl, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Portugal, France, Thaidand,
the United ag.g.ggﬁggaztagz;ﬁga.gSng
through Romania, Serbia-Montenegro, ga)&w%?m_otavoiggsgmoggio

.55 According to the NGO ‘Partners for Community’, the target popuiation for traffickers is young women,
often 133.55»83.223:%93:18% oooon:oaoaa.w,:o?n;o::cta. ostensibly as
dancers, models, nanmes, oF housskeepers. In many areas, friends or acquaintances approach young
ggégsgsﬁ.ggﬂg.?w,ggmg%goﬂ:ﬁcm&_z
the countryside, 939@9583.3:538&&82536:_=§B§g§<2§%
are women who target young girls in their own localities. Once they have amived at thelr destinations,
traffickers take their passports, require them to "repay” sizeable sums, and force them into sexual bondage.
Traffickers commonly recruit women from rural villages, transport them 1o larger cities, and then traffic them
abroad. [2a]

r
%:83830851. 52:5&3038698088828@3&«84383200»3%»
"foster-an-orphan” program in order 10 help curb the practice. Individuals from abroad send money 10 support
individual orphaned girls from age 18 or 17 §E=ﬁ<.83¢630o:mga§£2x§m=< (see Section
6.78). However, this sponsorship program is small compared to the number of orphan girls who bacome
victims of traffickers each year. {2a] '

§.57 The salaries of border guards and migration officials are low and frequently not paid regularly, making
them vulnerable to bribery. The large profits of the trafficking industry finance the coruption of
According to a report by Save the Children, tha Government does not want 1o stop any form of overseas
employment that is contributing to the economy with much-needed remitiance money. The Moldovan Centre
for Strategic Study and Reforms charges thal there is corruption at all levels. [2a)

§.68 In July 2001, Parliament passed amendments 10 the law prohibiting trafficking and set severe penalties
For trafficking the penalty is 10 to 15 years in prison and confiscation of property. For repeated of serious
offences, such as trafficking of groups, minors, or pregnant women, trafficking through kidnapping, trickery or
abuse of power, trafficking with violence: trafficking in body parts, or trafficking by a criminal organisation; the
penalty is 15 to 25 years in prison and confiscation of property. Five criminal cases were opened during the =
year. There were no convictions as of year's end. (23] .

§.59 The OSCE Mission continued is activity in the establishment of a nation-wide anti-trafficking co-
ordinating committee, including representatives of the Govemment, international organisations and NGO's
and together with the ODIHR provided expert support for the Moidovan parfiament in the drafting and
adoption of ant-trafficking legisiation. (8]

and 2 timetable to accomplish its goals, The former working group created a special law enforcement unft
within the Ministry of Internal Affairs, which continued to operate. The Government provided specialised
training to trafficking investigators through the Ministry of Intemal Affairs and the Ministry of Labour, funded by
the OSCE and the Council of Europe, The country participates in a Southeast European Co-operative
Initiative. Human Trafficking Task Force. The Government has co-operated with Belarus, Ukraine, and Russia
in investigating trafficking cases The country also co-operated with Interpol in trafiicking cases in Yugoslavia
There are no govemment-operated assistance programs for victims. [2a]

6.61 Several NGO's made efforts, with foreign assistance, to combat ?32353&:.:.928: U
campaigns and job training for women The Swiss Agency for Co-operation and Deveiopment sponsored the
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production of a play about trafficking, which opened in Chi*indu on 1 September 2001, entitied A Sapetia
xu.ui?w!.axﬂss.;ogogaag%uagnsngiggg
repatriated. _.saggnggésgg?gaﬁ.?zgmﬁoggg%%
%Eﬁ.ﬂg%nwﬁgémgvggésoﬁﬁs<g

6.62 On 1 September 2001, the IOM, with foreign govemment support, opened a women's sheiter and
g:&&oBaﬁo@:S&cﬂsﬁcsggnggaﬁa&Bsﬂig._‘ocaoo:mao
billboards, Informational spots on television and radio, and pamphiets. The sheller is located In Chi*indu and
provides numerous services under "one rool”. Gynaecological and STD examinations are conductad at the
8383@?128@8558035%3»2@:3? Psychological testing, individual counsafiing
mauacosgw@&o:u!mﬁnszosgioaﬁ:m:nuu:naamaﬂmaafaa.o»v&ggzso
Bﬁionanag=88~=o<§mm§5382%%»%.?8@&5335%_

6.63 The IOM Office is Chi®in&u is also currently implementing an apprenticeship programme with the Ministry
of Labour, its aim is to effectively reintegrate women into society, facilitate employment and avolid re-
trafficking. The programme plans to fill 100 to 150 positions in various selected enterprises. [21a)

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

8.64 The Govemment does not restrict travel within the country and there are no closed areas. Citizens
generally are able to depart from and retum to the country freely, howaver, there are some restrictions on
emigration. Close relatives who are dependent on an applicant for materia! support must give their
concurrence. The Government also may deny permission to emigrate if the applicant had access to state
sacrels. however, such cases are very rare, and none ware reported during 2001 [2a)

6.65 It generally is accepted that a large number of citizens are working in foreign countries without having
legal status in those countries. Figures on emigration from a variety of official sources are inconsistent and
based largely on anecdote; government estimates claim that between 600,000 and 800,000 citizens were

working outside the country, the vast majority of them lllegally, The majority worked in Russia, Romania,
Ukraine and Bulgaria. [2a)

.66 Travel between Transnisina and the rest of the country was not prevented, and the Government
maintained that Transnistria is an integral pan of a single state, although with a status yet to be determined
There are regularly scheduled buses and trains 1o and from Transnistria. The separatist authonties often stop
and search incoming and outgoing vehicles. In 1999, the Government established fixed and mobile “fiscal
posts” to control smuggling of untaxed goods from Transnistria. [2a]

Chi%in3u and Odessa, The Mission was able to locate support for Installation of computensed connections
and communications between the Moldovan Parliament and the Transnistrian Supreme Soviet, in support of
ongaing efforts to harmonise iegisiation between the two sides. [8]

.68 In September 2001, the new administration announced that it would remove thess posts and began 10
make plans to set up joinl customs points with Ukraine on its border with Transnistnia, however,
implementation proved difficult and had not been complated by year's end. The Government aiso issued new
customs seals and stamps and, uniike its predecessors, did not give them to the Transnistrian authorities.
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Qanﬁwmﬁo;g.SWWBvﬁczsggggasgqgwﬁ?qgﬁqﬁig
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<§.§oq§u§§3§§§z§80m§8cﬁ§? [2a)

8.8 HUMAN RIGHTS - SPECIFIC GROUPS

WOMEN

a.aamuoﬁm_%oganasoﬁsaa020338.888~58oao§%83§8823§
violence, human rights advocates assert that it is widespread. The
ﬁagaasuoqaagga:gngw:osiggavﬁ:otaé.io:ﬁ:ugo&gi
scmcmaamrmé?o.a!.uvggaacgﬁo%gg-:ﬁgaﬁggasgﬁo
:5885%8:83832&3%8@3398. .:nansmcsgagugg
838:08@8:9.:69gs_gi_sgggggggﬂ.ggaiag
first 8 months of 2001, including 27 resulting in serious bodily injury, 21 attempted murders and 8 murders.
gag_goamgﬁﬂaﬂ.gggi_:gagtmga& 139 cases of rape in the first 9
Bozzmo;.o«oﬁ.m6388.%33:&%%538.<<o=6:.mo8c3ao_$<o§aso
numbers of rapes and incidents of spousal abuse are underreported. [2a]

o.uo._.soOoSS‘.a?u:ﬂqﬂgni the :H?S.o:wgc.aamsgov%sonog- 1899 1o open 8
women's shelter in Chi*indu, however, it still was under construction at the end of 2001. The Government
supports educational efforts, usually undertaken with foreign assistance, to increase public awareness of this
o_dc_oam:as.i:?&:noaoﬁmoﬂ Eigagﬂacao.»_u.::gso&aag&nsos:gog
September 2001, the internationa! Organisation for Migration (1LO.M.) opened a women's shelter, mainly for
victims of trafficking. Private organisations operate services that provide support to abused spouses, including
a hatline for abused women. [2a]

6.74 The main political parties have addressed to some degree the gender issue. However, the candidates’
lists presented for these elactions did not reflect a pronounced geal of increasing the number of women in
Parliament Some 18 percent of the candidates on the current lists were women, with most of the upper

CHILDREN

§.75 There is an extensive legislation designed to protect children, and the Govemment provides
supplementary payments for families with many children, According 10 the Constitution, the Government
provides free, compulisory education for 9 to 10 years, which may be followed either by technical school of
other further study; the requirement can vary at the discretion of the Minister of Education. Howaver, many
inadequately funded schoois, particularly in rural areas, charge parents for school supplies. While not

=
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restrictions but does not do so actively. The Ministry of Health also has a role, However, children often are
wma.sixx_:ﬂgaoamo:a?aogi.:%.g&sooasgﬁg. Children living in rural areas
oftan assist in the agricultural sector. The Government has not ratified Intemational Labour Organisation (ILO)
Convention 182 an the worst forms of child iabour. [2a)

ETHNIC GROUPS

Em&ooo:asm_mi:oa:o;ogcmoasaméggawﬁsoanww.qgoo?&e@gu%m
parents with the right to choose the language of instruction for their children. [2a)

6.81 Following visits by the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities to Moldova (HCNM), the Office
of the OSCE HCNM and the Mission together established with the appropriate Maoidovan authorities a pilot
programme {o traln 2achers of the State language as a second language for the four main areas in Moldava
densely seitled by persons belonging to national minofities, By the late summer of 2001, this programme had
begun to tum out significant numbers of such teachers [8]

6.82 Russian, Ukrainian, Bulgaran and Gagauz minorities are represented in Parliament, with depubes
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ogagg:i%ggasﬁggs%.oog%vgsasg
Moldovan/Romanian or Russian language with translation provided. However, the cument electoral system
does not promote geographic and national minarity representation. [2a){10]

obu)h.oaagﬁ.:qoaco&.:505&83.&8.%58333%8&.&53&%8.
regional representation vgﬁgﬁééggggagm.g
members from 6 out of the 12 districts in the country This has resuited in ethnically-based parbes
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Ethnlc Ukralnians

.85 Although Ukrainian settiement of Moldova predates that by Russians, and Ukrainians outnumber
Russians, Moldovan Ukrainians have been heavily ‘Russified', especially in urban areas. Many speak Russian
as their first language (37 percant). Almost half of the Ukrainians in Moldova live within the Transnistria
region. [14]

Ethnlc Russians/Russian speakers

they speak the north-westemn dialect of Turkish with many Slavic, particularly Bulgarian and |ately Russian,
additions. Some 73 percent of Gagauz consider Russian to be their second language, and mos._of the
political efite are Russian-speakers. [11[2a][14]

.89 Bulgarians live In the rural south of Moldova. Many are assimilated 10 Russian culture whiist the
remainder are highly Russified; aithough 79 percent of Moldovan Bulgarians claim Bulgarian is their second
language. Since 1991, Buigarian has become a language of instruction in schoois situated in aress of

compact Bulgarian settiament. Current Prime Minster Vasile Tarlev is an ethnic Bulgarian. [14] ‘
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Roma

jobless. [2a]{3j{11}{181]

.91 Roma constitute compact population in northem Moldova In several towns, including Soroca, and in the
central-western part of Moldova, also in several towns. The total popuiation is roughly estimated to 100.000-
200,000 people, around 3 parcent of the population, although several sources indicate that this figure should
be higher. [11][18f]

§.92 There are no programmes In the Roma language of programs in other languages about Roma culture.
The Roma community doas not have a printed medz. In rural areas, §§oaw§m§5§o&o§=
schools and the Roma language exists only verbally. Itis estimated that more than three-quarters of Romani
children do not attend school. {11]J{18f]

.93 Juviia Romani, 3 praminent Roma NGO, is involved in @ Minority Rights Group Intemational project
called “Roma Influence on Policy and Practices in Localities in Central and Eastem Europe”, or RIPPLE,
which is under way In several easlem and southeastem European countries including Moldova. The two-year
project aims to develop the knowledge and skills of national and 8@63.339.8&?.8&83%9036
influence public opinion, policy and practice. As part of the project, Juviia Romani conducted a study of
Moldovan Roma, The study revealed that many Roma are leaving Moldova against a background of poverty
and that 25 percent of Roma are currently working illegally abroad, many of them as seasonal crop workers in
Westem European countries. [181]{26)

6.94 The Eutopean Roma Rights Council (ERRC) allege that Roma are subject to widespread discrimination
in all spheres of public life, that they are subject 1o torture or o cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment by both
state and non-state actors with law enforcement authorities systematically failing to provide offective
protection to Roma. In addition. the ERRC claims that Roma are subject to arbitrary arrest and detention and
are frequently not informed of the reasons of arrest or of any criminal charges they may face Furthermore,
they suffer discrimination in the judicial system and are under-represented in the administration, due among
other factors to violations of their political rights. (27]

§.05 The National Minorties Department, within the government’s Education Ministry, bekieves that the
aconomic situation is the main obstacle 10 impraving the situation of the Roma and that short term-measures
cannot be implementad due to this, [1 8f}

HOMOSEXUALS

6.96 Homosexuality was legalised in Moldova on 15 June 1985, when Parliament annulled penal code 106,
Beginning on 1 October 2002, the age of consent for both homosexual and heterosexual behaviour will be 14
years old, according to the new Penal Code, published on 13 September 2002 in the “Official Monitor of the
Republic of Moldova™. Article 174 of the new Penal Code says "Sexual acls, homosexual acts, lesbian acts
and other sexual behaviour with a person, whose age is known to be less than 14 years old, will be deprived
Q_.gaq%83338..?0033856:5«33&0%.3m_oasadau.mos‘uigg&sa
NGO “GenderDoc-M". [71{31)

6.C HUMAN RIGHTS - OTHER ISSUES
Organised Crime and Corruption

§.97 Corruption remains common among state officiats, officers in law enforcement agencies, and other public
sactor employees. A March 2001 report by the Centre for Strategic Research and the local affiliate of
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Transparency _%gggaoagasgsg.c%i 8" to
%3&&55392%8%0303 Qog.gu?:!aogﬂgwuﬂ.. %_M
ggmwvmﬁ&&uﬁ%&?ﬁéﬂ&?&i@&n&%So&ﬂSﬂiﬁ.?
:3&33226.03&29§58§88§~5§r235§§? public schools
and health care, but is a problem in almost every part of the public sector. [17a]

o.8>oooa508mggq&%&.zgg.%gﬂaggﬂiﬁaugs
;o&oﬁ.Boﬂo.i__o:co_o:osgwkwm&gm_g,oag_nggn%o.g:ﬁ:rnoo
members in almost every town and viliage, Eog.s&gogsﬂ.ﬁo.gsg?o

Treatment of Nen-Governmental Organisations (NGOs)

§.100 There are a number of domestic and intemational human rights groups, which operate in general
without government restriction, investigating and publishing their findings on human rights, except In the
Transnistrian region. By mid-2001 there were about 2,500 NGOs registered aithough experts on Moldovan
NGO activity believe that only about 15 to 20 percent of these are achive. The local Helsinki Walch
Organisation maintains contact with international human rights organisations, as does it

ANNEX A: CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS

A chronology of key evenlts:

1924 - Moidovan Sowiet Socialist Republic created within the USSR,

1041 - Moidavan SSR occupied by Romania and Germany during Second World War.
1844 - Soviet Army Invades.

1845 - Moidovan SSR retumns 10 Soviet cantrol
The Gorbachev factor
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are nonetheless.

Independence

1891 - Moldova declares its independence. It joins the Commonwealth of Independent States, the successor
10 the Soviet Union,

1992 - Moldova becomes a member of the United Nations. An upsurge in fighting in the Transdniestr region
leads 1o a stale of emergency being re-imposad. Hundreds die in the fighting. Russian peacekeepers are
' deployed, after a ceasefire agreement.

1993 - The leu is introduced to replace the roubie.

1994 - A new constitution proclaims Moldova's neutrality, grants special autonomy status to Transdniestr and
Somunwcwaaoa.wa%z&?gsgqﬁoana language.

1996 - Petru Lucinschi elected president

1897 - Negotiations resumed with Transdniestr. Agreement s signed granting further autonomy and calling for
more taiks.

1998 - Eleclions see communisis emerging as biggest party, but a centrist, reform-minded coalition forms the
government

2000 - Moldovan parfiament fails to agree an 3 SUCCassor to President Lucinschl. Parfiament is dissotved and
early elections are cailed for February 2001,

2001 February - The elections see the communists under Viadimir Voronin win just over 50% of the vote,
@)  Voronin is slected president in April

2001 April - Parliament dismisses the heads of the state radio and television stations In 3 move which critics
say consolidates the Communisis' hold on society

2002 January - Announcement of plans 1o make Russian an official language and compulsory in schools
sparks months of mass protests which end only when the scheme is shelved.

ANNEX B: POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

Agrarian Democratic Party (DPP) (Partidul Democratic Agrar din Moldova) Formed by moderates from both
the Popular Front of Moldava and the Communist Party of Moidova, supports Moidovan independence, and
economic and agricultural reform, Founded - 1981, Chairman - Anatol Popu‘oi

Alliance for Independent Moldova Formed by mayors and municipal councillors. Founded - 2001. Leader -
Serafim Urechan

Braghis Alliance Formed to contest the general elactions af February 2001 a coalition of the 'New Force’
Social-Political Movement, the ‘Hope' Professionals’ Movement, the Socialist Party, the Labour Union, the
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Leader - Dimitru Braghis.

Christian Democratic People‘s Party (COPP) (Partidul Popular Cre®tin % Democrat) Founded in 1989 as the ’
Popuiar Front of Moldova, renamed in 1992, and as above in 1999, advocstes Moidova's entry into the
European Union and NATO. Founded - 1689. Leader - lurie Ro"ca

Congress of Intel ja (Congresul Intelectualitatji). Formed by former members of the Popular Front of
Moldova; favours n with Romania. Founded - 1993

Democratic Labour Party of Moldova Founded - 1093, President - Alexandru Arseni.

Democratic Party of Moldova (PMD) (Partidul Democral din Moidova). Centnist party, formerly Movemant for
uoﬂgnaaon:qnaasacuzo.aocu. name changed in April 2000. Formed bloc with the Part of
Progressive Forces in September 2001. Founded - 1897, Chairman - Dumitru Diacov.

Ecological Movement of Moldova Founded - 1990. President - Alecu Reniba.

Moldovan Centrist Union Splinter group of former Movement for @ Democratic and Prosperous Moldova
Founded - 2000.

Moldovan Civic Party Centrist. Founded - 1997, Leader - Viadimir Stonan.

Moldovan Democratic Forum Formed by the merger of six right-wing parties: the National Liberal Party, the
Moldovan Party of Democratic Forces, the National Peasants’ Chrstian Democratic Party, the Party of Social
Justice and Order, the New National Moldovan Party and the Party of Civil Dignity. Founded ~2001. .

Moldovan Party of Communists (MPC) (Partidul Comunistilor din Republica Moldova) Formerty the
Communist Party of Moldova, banned In 1991 but revived as above in 1694, First Secretary - Viadimir
Voronin,

Liboral Party Formed as the result of a merger of three parties- the National Liberal Pary, National
Peasants’ Christian Democratic Party and the Party of Social Justice and Order Chair - Viadimir Ciobanu.
General Secretary - Veceastav Untila

National Salvation Movement (NMS) Breakaway faction from the National Liberal Party. Founded - 2000.

Party of Democratic Forces Social-Liberalist party Founded - 1985 Chalr - Valeriu Matei 0

Party of Revival and Conciliation (PRC) (Partidul Social-Democrat din Repubiica Moldova - PDSM)
Formed by defectors from the Agrarian Democratic Party. Founded - 1895 Chairman - Mircea Snegur,

Party of Social Progress Founded - 1965. Chairman - Eugen Sobor
Party of Socialist Action Founded - 1896. Chairman - Aurel Cepol.
Peasants’ Party of Moldova Nationalist, moderate party.

Women's Christian Democratic League

Reform Party Centre-right party, which seeks o represent middie-class interests, Founded - 1993, Leader -
Mihai Gimpu. Chairman - *tefan Garda.

Social Democratic Party of the Republic of Moldova (SDPM) (Partidul Social-Democrat din Republica
Moldova - PSDM) Centrist-party advocating full Moldovan independence and rejecting any forms of
axtremism of violence. Founded - 1990, Acting Chairman - Oazu Nantol, @
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mooicgi_vnagaﬂ?:oz%g.gggggags Founded - May 2001
Leader - Cleg Serebrian

Socialist Party (Partidul Socialist) mcoomﬁo_.ssca:sﬂgagﬁvﬂe&_so&g“ favours socialist
gggg.gggagsmgoigﬁi%iggﬁm
aoacmd!o.roaﬂéwazoo)g.ﬁtp

Yedinstvo (Unity) Movement Represents the interests of sthnic minorities in Moldova, ciaiming around
35,000 members. Founded - 1989. President - Petr Shomikov

Parties and organisations in Gagauzia include: the Vatan (Motherland) Party (Leader - Andrei Cheshmeji) and
Gagauz Halky (Gagauz People, Leader - Konstantin Taushand}i)

ANNEX C: PROMINENT PEOPLE
ﬁ BRAGHIS Dumitru
Prime Minister from 20 Decamber 1958 to March 2001, Leader of the Braghis Alliance.
CUBREACOV Viad
Deputy Chairman of the Christian Democratic Peoples Party (COPP)
LUCINSCHI Petru
President of Moldova from December 1986 to March 2001,
RO®CA lurie
Leader of the Christian Democratic Peoples Party (COPP)
SMIRNOV igor
@ President of the Transnistrian Republic' from 1994 to present
TARLEV Vasile
Prime Minister of Moldava from April 2002 to present.
VORONIN Viadimir
President of Moldova from April 2002 to present First Secretary of the Moldovan Party of Communists.
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