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BULGARIA

BIAS-MOTIVATED SPEECH

ultra-nationalist VMRO-BND party, published hateful comments 

condemned the statements.

During the municipal elections in October, the radical nationalist 

candidate and current MEP Angel Dzhambazki (VMRO-BND), 

made a public statement against these 

remarks. 

Dzhambazki (VMRO-BND), Volen  (Ataka), and Nikolay 

elected.

The Supreme Court of Cassation (SCC) denied protection from 

Bulgarian journalist who publicly attacked him in a 20-minute 

BIAS-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

and hate speech incidents in 2019. Examples include physical 

assault against two lesbians in January and February, and two 

demanded 

carried out against the LGBTI community 

centre, Rainbow Hub in the spring. First, a skinhead entered the 

later an attacker stole the centre’s entrance sign. Three weeks 

later, a stone was thrown through a window.. The district and 

DATA COLLECTION

Democratic Institutions and Human Rights’ (OSCE ODIHR) hate 

crime reporting system, and cooperating with an NGO coalition. 

EDUCATION

rights and gender equality in education. 

In February, loud criticism followed the release of the European 

Commission’s SELFIE

The Minister of Education promised to request the Commission 

schools, sparked

with young children and then promptly withdrawn.

In April, the National Children’s Strategy 2019-2030, drafted by 

withdrawn

adoption by same-sex couples. The Ministry of Education and 

the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy announced they would 

prepare a new draft.

Single Step, found that LGBTI students feel unsafe at school; 

support from schools is lacking, and anti-bullying policies are 

FAMILY

On 24 July, the Supreme Court upheld

residency for the same-sex spouse of an EU citizen - in line with 

the Coman judgment. 

that our case would open many new doors not only to 

justice and equality, but also to the freedom for same-sex 

couples to live together in a secure family environment 

within the EU.” - Christina Palm and Mariama Diallo 

( )

same-sex marriage could take her partner’s family name. 
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refused to 

recognise the marriage of a lesbian couple that took place in 

the UK. 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

A record number of 6,500 people attended  on 8 June, 

as part of Pride month. The march was again harshly criticised 

Bias motivated speech). 

organisations held

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Early in the year, the Varna Regional and District Prosecutor 

billboards tried Balkan Pride

be discriminatory. The case stirred considerable public debate, 

threatened.  In the end, the exhibition successfully opened on 

4 July.

HEALTH

Thanks to the lobbying, which resulted in legal reform, 

three months instead of one. 

treatment by three hospitals. The cause of his death is uncertain, 

as no one was willing to conduct an autopsy. The medical 

PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC, CULTURAL AND 

POLITICAL LIFE

On 9 May, Bilitis organised an  to promote the ILGA-Europe 

partners from the Equality League organised a debate featuring 

politicians from across the political spectrum. All participants 

promised inclusion for Roma, LGBTI and people with disabilities. 

the Glamoral Kombat Ball 2019 on 16 February and the Power 

Politics Kiki Ball

1,500 people  and featured took 

place

POLICE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

Interior on responding to anti-LGBT hate crimes. 

PUBLIC OPINION

found that the 

biggest cities. 

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

court judgments that found no discrimination in the case of a 

taking the case to the European Court of Human Rights. 


