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What about Human Rights in Libya 7

When Libya achieved independence on 24th December 1851, it was
the first country, in  history, to be established with
recognized international borders and a written constitution,
el]l under the direct supervision of the United Nations.

Until 31st August 1969, the Libyans lived secure in peace,
without any violence or conflicts, worth mentioning, inside or
outside of their country.

The only one execution, they experienced during that period,
vas a sentence delivered by an ordinary civil court against a
member of the Royal Family, who intentionally killed one of
the King's aides and pleaded guilty before the court.

On 1st September 1969, a group of army officers overran the
iegitimate government by means of force, and according to a
recent account of one of these officers, Jjust in the very
eariy hours of that day, at least 15 Libyans, who were taken
by surprise by the military operations, have lost their lives
wnile they were on duty.

Despite the UN resolutions related to the establishment and
recognition of Libya, wost of the governments of the UN
members rushed to recognize the military regime. 2
This act of vioclating the international legitimacy was
disastrous for the Libyans and many citizens of most of the
countries whose governments took part in this violation.

Encouraged by the world-wide recognition, the military regime
abolished the constitution and all of the country's laws,
dissolved the Parliament and all trade unions, nationallzed
the press, heavily interfered in the juridical system, and
established the notorious military and revolutionary courts
that lack the absolute minimum guaranties for fair trials.

Result : Thousands of political detainees (most without even
an wunfair triall, hundreds of executions, tens of deaths
caused by torture during detention, tens of assassinations at
home and abroad, tens of forced disappearances,...etc.

As early &s the beginning of the 70's, when the individual and
collective human rights violations in Libya went unchecked,
the Libyvan military regime started to practise such violations
abroad, not only against the Libyans, but alsao, directly and
indirectiy, against citizens of other countries.

-1 -

Bunkverhindung :- L. L. f. ‘L. Volksbank Afzey e.G. BLZ 330 912 00

Konto.Nr. 207 271 01

% .

-



Vi

10}

L1

It should not be secret any longer, that the Libyan milltary
regime easily succeeded many times in blackmaillng several
FEuropean and other governments, either by threatening their
interests or arresting their nationals working in Libya, and
sccusing them of espionage, in order to force these
governments to let free one or more of its agents who
committed crimes abroad, or to shut their eyes to these
regime’'s human rights violations inside and outside of Libya.

In 1930, two Libran officials were internationally accused of

‘complicity in the Lockerbie disaster, and the UN Security

council adapted certain measures against Libyva in order to
force its military regime to extradite the accused officials
to USA or UK, where they can be fairly tried.

Despite the fact that these measures vioclate the national
sovereignty of Libya, we, as a Human Rights Group, have no
choice but respecting them on the basis that there are no fair
trials __in _ Libya, the very fact which the Libyans,
internationally unheard during the last 235 years, were the
first to announce and to suffer from.

On the other hand, we completely disagrae to any measures,
which only result in collective punishments of innocent
people, while strengthening, at the same time the position of
their human rights violators.

So far, the Libyvan military regime did not positively react to
any cf the countless appeals ¢f the various human rights
organizations and the critics of the UN relevant committess.

In oniy very few cases, this regime submitted unserious
comments.

As the human rights situation in any country is no longer
Just its own internal affair, and in the 1light of the
deteriorating situation in Libya, we call upon =all human
rights activists to doubie their efforts to save and maintain
the human dignity in Libyva, and ask all governments to
reconsider all Kkinds of trade and diplomatic dealing.
including political recognition, with any regime that continue
to violate human rights at home or abroad.

Now, vour support is more needed than ever, not only to
protect the Librans adainst the svstematical human rights
violations, but also to protect your own selves and your
fellow citizens, and to secure a better future far the voung
generations, inciuding your own children !

For further details, please contact :

Lioysche Liga fuer Menschenrechte
Sektion Deutschland
Fostfach 31

53237 Fionheim, GERMANY
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The Lihvon ao,ﬁn:ng«,gg»uhrﬂg.numo of violence

During the last thraee wonths, the news agenclaes hnve carried
reports oo:%aoa:a the I.ibyan Government’s intensgification af the
viclence that it has conslstently used agalnst its litical

address baefore the "peopla’s Congress™ in the town of 8irte, to

g eliminate "reactionarfeag this belng the vaque dafinlitlon
applied to a1l n.”.oao m.o_.nmm..a nuauomv»a»w: M..“n wa Man M..:. .Mﬂﬁ

mp Latel consisdten w o aa. o .

The grn recently intensified its wave of violence to

na o 92mnﬂx~. and <~on~»zno tha !x..-n M.Sanoﬂo:naw n__a.mn-.a of
other grou o L} Rlation. The princ i aracteristia or
a Haad of Magno 1ls nﬂwﬂ he should ba a ~ouum-on for all citlizens
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Sex oc famlly, contessional or politicval nffiliation. Rvon in
States such as Libya in which Fhe Ienders seized power by ncmed
force, most of those loadors have aexarclaed power ns Jendern of
nll cmn.uozm. ard not merely us leaders of particular clans or
committees, taking care not to giva the impresalon of belng the
leaders of factions or roups, which j11 bafits the exalted post
of Head of State and him leading role in the estahlishment of
Justice and securlty. The inaj toment of citizons agninst each
othar must atop, not only becaurn Ik i11 befits the Hend of Stale
but also becausa It entails gyrent dangers that might ..:‘_.l:aa.n
lead to the nutbrenk of n a_<m_ wnar (n which both "revoluntionary

and "non-revolutionary™ cltizens would Tose all tholr human
rights.

In ltx public statoments, the Lengue has always appenled foc
the renunclation of violenco, which im one of the prinaipal

a 1, It urges the ILibyan Govarnment. to refrain from usring
violence against ite citizenn ssnd tno enter into & serious
dinlogue with its polltical opponants in order to save the nation
from further disasters. In the :45 of these recurcing amd
escalating acte of violonce, the pot ay of aunbrsfhnp.: which
the Government has pursued for the last twanty-five years nnd
under which any trade-union wC political movewent other than Lhe
"Ravolutionary Commlttees® is conajdered to be hostile or
disloyal, seems bo have lad ko » dead end and wus!l be nbandoned
80 that it can be replaced by the method of dialogue nnd
interaction in much 3 wa as to enable 1ibyan citizens Lo
oxercise their rights a finally enjoy peace of mind and
mnnuo:on safaty. Although denying others the right te express

elr opinlon has undoubtedly made it easler for the Governmont.
to monopolize all nuthority, it has in no wny facilitated socia
progress since, throughout thia poriod, tha populntion has been
deprived of its most fundamnntal political economlc and aoaial
rights and {=a currently suffering from fthe proliferation of

violence, which has meraly rosulted In further daprivatlon and
further violence and coun Ar-violanoo.

Glvan the grave situation engendered by violence, which
would not have ovourrad If the regime hnd based itn rule on
respect for human rights, the taglme should now learn From past
experiance, refrain from violance and o an tho country’s doors
to all Libyans and thelr various cul ural, trade-union and
polltical organizationn so that they can participate, on an equal
footing, in the asrumption of rasponsibility for (Lhe
establishment of » modern Libyan State, a State which ve jacts
violence and respects himan rightn and fhe ...5:3.51.

.—.:a —x.am:m appoals Lo oll reglonal and Intarnational humas
rights organf{zations o urge the 1.j

-..mu: Government. to put an an
to violence, release aly pcisoners o opinion nnd consciance and

tho provialons -
H%M.dnu Instruments whi ] ¢ of the Internstionnt hamnn

onzsma:rnc...: n: am.._ m_.aa. wn:n.::mz of m_na own acoord and
" nora en od to anio - ’
racognlzed poli fenl, oconomic nnd nacﬂaﬂ ﬂwzﬂa....naqzz Ry
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.._u_._a Libyan League for Human Rights

tEveryons haz the right to life,
fibarty and security of personi

1 September 1996

Dear Mr Lasso,
Subject: The state of Human Rights in Libya

Eighteen months ago, on 31 March 1995, we seized the opportunity offered
by the third anniversary of the adoption by the Security Council of resolution
748 to write to the UN Secretary General about the League's concern regarding the
repercussions of that Resolution and its subsequent amendments on the enjoyment

‘ of human rights by the Libyan people. That resolution has erected new hurdles and
added new threats to the remaining very few restricted minimum rights and
freedoms that the Libyan government still permits Libyans to enjoy. We also
explained to the Secretary General that the League is convinced that the place of
trial of the suspected criminals was important but not as primordial as fair trial and
independent Justice both of which are inexistent in Libya. Had Independent Justice
and fair Trial existed in Libya, in conformity with article 14 of the International
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and also along the UN basic principles on the Independence of the Judiciary as
adopted by the UN General Assembly Resolution 40/146 of 13 December 1985
freely voted for by Libya, the present Resolution 748 and its subsequent
amendments would not have been voted. Indeed, the free Judiciary would have
automatically and impartially decided on the cases of the Libyan suspects involved
in the Pan-am and UTA unfortunate flights on the basis of facts and in accordance
with law without any restrictions, improper influences, inducements, pressures,
threats or interference, direct or indirect, from any quarter or for any reason.

The consequences of this flagrant injustice have been devastating on ordinary
Libyan citizens who have lately been experiencing new deprivations and additional
restrictions on their human rights. The government which alone stands accused is
today more oppressive than ever, All human rights reports point to the fact that the
arbitrary use of deadly violence by the official military force as well as by para-
military organizations including "the Revolutionary Committees” and “the
Purification Committees" has reached unprecedented proportions and that the right
to life has never been so threatened as it is now . They also point to the widespread
use of torture and the generalization of random arbitrary arrest among all sections
of the population and particularly young peoples including teenagers. All detentions
are taling place, in view of the inexistence of Free Trial and Independent
Judiciary, without any process of law and without charges being brought against

the detainees. Their places of imprisonment are unknown, in flagrant violation of
the principles set out in the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
. Prisoners accepted by Libya in 1955, and none of the detainees have been permitted

Founded in March 1989 as an NGO For the delenss and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Libys
Mailing eddrese; P.O Box 2148, 1211 Genevs 2/Depdt, Switrariand



to contact lawyers or even their families. No detainee has been brought before a
magistrate or much less put on trial.

This is in brief the human rights situation in Libya whose people is being
punished by the Security Council. It is an intolerable situation where people find
themselves subjected to an oppressive military system of government that has,
during the last 27 years, openly confiscated their human rights without objection
or even intervention from any quarter. Even the UN Centre for Human Rights
(Centre) does not seem to have given any importance to what has been happening
in the Libyan field of human rights. In this respect the Centre's shortcomings are
cristal clear especially that Libya is a party to almost all instruments of human
rights and should, therefore, have been held accountable for serious breaches of the
letter and spirit of those instruments. The Libyan Government has been,
throughout this period, known and even famous for its contempt of basic human
rights as contained in the very instruments and conventions it has freely entered .
into, The Libyan President is the only chief of state on record to have called “on all
peoples to throw the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the trash can of
‘History." The Libyan Government is the only government in the word to have
adopted, openly, "the physical liquidation" and the killing of its political opponents
as official governmental policy. In view of the astonishing passivity of the Center,
the moral conscience of mankind in the field of human rights, the Libyan
Government might have thought that the last protective dam was breached and
once the dam is breached, the current cannot be stopped anymore.

The accession by the Government of Libya to the many conventions and
covenants does not and should not prevent the UN Centre from scrutinizing the
actual implementation of those conventions to assess the extent of the government
commitments and the way these commitments are being fulfilled. For instance it
is obvious to anyone and especially to the UN high Commissioner for Human Rights
that the Libyan government has been in constant violation of the rights contained
in the (ICCPR), to which Libya is a party, including the rights to free trial and .
independent Judiciary(article 14) the right to privacy (article 17), the right to
freedom of expression ( article 19), the right to peaceful assembly (article 21) the
right to freedom of association (article 22), the right to genuine periodic election by
universal and equa! suffrage and secret ballot (article 25).

It is well known that none of these important rights have ever been respected
or even less recognized by the very government that signed the covenant. As a
matter of fact Libyans have been constantly denied all democratic and elective
forms of participation in the conduct of their country’s public affairs throughout the
last 27 years. During this period, Libya has been the only ICCPR State party
where no elections at all, free or even phony, have taken place. It is the only country
party of the ICCPR where the freedom of association is punishable by death by fire
squad (Public Law No: 17 of 1972) and it iz also the only member that rejects the
very principles of constitution, basic law, separation of power, free speech, free trade
unions, free press etc... It is the country that has been known to use extensively the
practiceof torture during interrogation of prisoners and for punishment purposes .
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despite its adherence to the "UN Convention against Torture and other Cruel,
Inhuman , ¢r Degrading Treatment or Punishment”.

It is not, of course, our intention to enumerate the gross violations of the letter and
spirit of international human rights covenants that have been duly signed and ratified
by the Libyan Government. We have repeatedly called, during the last seven years of the
existence of our human rights organization; the Libyan League for Human rights, on the
government to change its oppressive policy of human rights by respecting its legal
obligations under those covenants but to no avail. The Government has steadily refused
our call for peacefuil dialogue and democratic reforms. It is still refusing to look into our
proposal to open the country’s door to all Libyans and their various cultural, trade-union
and political organizations so that they can participate, on equal footing, in the
assumption of responsibility for the establishment of a modern Libyan State; a state that
respects human rights and the rule of law. The recent carnage in the Central Prison of
Tripoli and in the stadium of Tripoli and the raging latent war against the civilian
population in different regions of the country especially in the mountainous areas in the
East indicate that the Government has chosen the continuation of repression and
violence and that respect for human rights is not yet on its agenda. The League deplores,
of course, this position and take this opportunity to renew its call, through you, on the
government to reconsider its decision with the view of instituting a true government of
law emanating from genuine free national elections by universal and equal suffrage and
secret ballot.

The League is convinced that the Libyan Government will not respond to any
human rights calls or humanitarian requests as'long as the de-facto complacency
manifested, during the last twenty seven years, by the international community and the
UN Center for Human Rights is not shifted and adapted to the country’s prevailing grave
human rights situation. A more active approach to scrutinize the human rights situation,
through direct inquiries and serious investigations, is urgently required if we were to
save Libyans further sufferings. We strongly believe that the outbreak of miseries of the
last few years in a country that is relatively rich would have not taken place had the UN
Center been more actively involved in the Libyan human rights situation. Even the
sanctions voted by the Security Council would have been avoided had the Center insisted
that Libya strictly implement all provisions of the conventions it has signed. We also
believe that it is the Commissioner’s obligation to inform the international community
of the situation of human rights in Libya and to ensure strict compliance by the Libyan
Government to this undertaking. Given the long years of neglect by the Center of the
Libyan human right situation it is now too late, apparently, to prevent violations from
becoming serious and widespread as they are already too serious and their practice
generalized. We therefore propose, for the sake of optimal efficiency and in order to make
up for past inertia, the immediate appointment of 2 Special rapporteur whose mandate
should include [nter-alia (1)the preparation of regular and ad-hoc reports on the present
situation of human rights (2) regular review of the compliance of the Libyan Government
with the various commitments it has freely made through the signing and ratification of
the main human rights instruments and (3) observe and assist in the strict
implementation of those instruments. Only through a long term appointment of such a
Rapporteur can one hope for a slow relief and gradual amelioration of Libya’s human
rights conditions.

3



In recent years, Libyans have been denied most of their rights and ?.:FB»:B_'
freedoms. And the ever-increasing repression has prevented the fulfillment of even their
least aspirations in regard to freedom, dignity and development. We hope that through
the appointment of a Special Rapporteur Libyans will resuscitate their trust into the
Center that has forgotten their plights for so long.

The Libyan League For Human rights take this opportunity to wish your

excellency full success in your endeavor to extend the enjoyment of human rights to all
peoples including the Libyan people.

The Executive Committee**

Mr. José Ayala Lasso

United Nations high Commissioner
for Human Rights

Palais des Nations

1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

** Mr Mansour R. Kikhia, s member of the Executive Committee, has not been able to sign this letter, He forcibly
dissppeared in Cairo, Egypt, on 10 December 1993, Unconfirmed reports exist about his possible handing over to Libya
where he may have been executed.



