Vietnam: Marriage registration and Vietnamese marriage certificates

Introduction
The following note describes the conditions for legal marriage, registration and is-
suance procedure for Vietnamese marriage certificates.

The note is based on information obtained during fact-finding missions to Vietnam
in January 2019 and April 2023 and open source information.

Conditions for legal marriage
Marriage is regulated by the Law on Civil Status of 2014 and the Law on Marriage
and Family from 2014.

Marriage can be registered online or at the People’s Committee Offices'. According
to the Vietnamese law on civil status, the marriage between two Vietnamese na-
tionals is registered at the commune-level People’s Committee of the place of res-
idence of one of the parties.? The representatives of the Ministry of Justice men-
tioned that foreigners cannot marry at the commune-level People’s Committees.
Instead, they must marry at the district level. This information is supported by the
Law on Civil Status, which further specifies that if one Vietnamese party resides
abroad, the marriage must be registered at the district level .3

As a minimum, the following conditions must be met for a marriage to be legal:

e The man must be 20 years of age, while the woman must be 18 years of age.

e  The marriage must be voluntary.

e |t cannot be a sham marriage.

e  Both parties must be unmarried and cannot cohabitate as husband and wife
with other people.

e The parties cannot be of the same direct bloodline — meaning relatives within
three generations, adoptive family members, parents or children in law.

e The parties cannot be of the same gender.*

1 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023

2 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, article 17.

3 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, article 37.

4 Law on Marriage and Family, June 2014, article 8 and 5; Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi,
April 2023.
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According to the Vietnamese law on civil status, the applicants must both be pre-
sent at the time of the marriage.® Representatives of the Ministry of Justice further
added that the couple must present their ID cards along with documentation of
being unmarried and a family book. Documentation of being unmarried is also is-
sued by the People’s Committees.®

Upon the marriage registration, the justice and civil status officer records the mar-
riage in the civil status book and signs it. Both parties will also sign the civil status
book. The officer reports to the chairperson of the commune-level People’s Com-
mittee who then issues two marriage certificates to the couple.”

Since mid-2022, all Vietnamese provinces and municipalities have implemented the
possibility of online marriage registration.®2 While it is possible to register the mar-
riage online it is not possible to receive a marriage certificate without collecting it
physically on the local offices of the People’s Committee. Both husband and wife
will have to be present when collecting the marriage certificates.®

There are only two originals of the marriage certificates. One for the husband and
one for the wife. The original marriage certificates are issued only once and there
is no possibility of reissuance of the original certificates. Only extracts can be is-
sued.?®

Marriage certificate

Upon registration of the marriage, the office of the People’s Committee register-
ing the event, will issue the marriage certificate. The certificate itself is printed by
the Ministry of Justice and distributed to the local offices of the People’s Commit-
tees, where the documents can be applied for and issued.!!

Certificates are personalised by printing, but it is possible to come across docu-
ments that are filled in by hand.?

According to the Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, a uniform format of the marriage
certificate was introduced for nationwide usage in 2016. The overall appearance of
the 2016 Vietnamese marriage certificate is a red pattern on normal paper (see
image 1-2).1

5 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, article 18.

6 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019.

7 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, article 18; The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April
2023.

8 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

° The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

10 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

11 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019.

12 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019.

13 The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019; The Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Ha-
noi, April 2023.
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Image 1: The front side of a 2016 Vietnamese marriage certificate (NIDC reference material).
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Image 2: The rear side of a 2016 Vietnamese marriage certificate (NIDC reference material).
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