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1. This oral update is presented pursuant to HuRights Council Resolution 30/1 on
promoting reconciliation, accountability and hunraghts in Sri Lanka, which was adopted
by consensus with the co-sponsorship of Sri Larlkae Human Rights Council noted with
appreciation the High Commissioner’s report onL®rika to its 38 session, including the

findings and conclusions of the comprehensive itigason undertaken by OHCHR, and
encouraged the Government of Sri Lanka to implentkatrecommendations contained
therein. Sinhalese and Tamil versions of the OHUR\Rstigation are now available at:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pag&$hdex.aspx. The Human Rights
Council requested OHCHR to continue to assess gssgon the implementation of its
recommendations and other relevant processesddlateconciliation, accountability and
human rights, and to present this oral update éoHbhman Rights Council at its thirty-

second session.

2. Building on the recommendations made in the Higimmissioner’s report based on
the OHCHR investigation, Resolution 30/1 sets oubmprehensive package of judicial
and non-judicial measures necessary to advanceuaianlity and reconciliation in Sri
Lanka, as well as strengthen protection of humghtsi democracy and the rule of law.
The resolution represents an historic commitmentheyGovernment of Sri Lanka not only
to the international community, but also most intaotly to the Sri Lankan people, of its
determination to confront the past and end coreosigcades of impunity, serve justice,
achieve reconciliation, and build inclusive indiitms to prevent the recurrence of
violations in the future. As President Sirisenagekently argued in his Independence Day
speech on 4 February 2016, “it will be freedom, deracy and reconciliation which will
be brought by implementing these resolutidns”

3. Nine months on from the adoption of Resoluti@i13 and eighteen months since
the inception of the National Unity Governmentisitherefore timely to take stock of Sri
Lanka's progress in implementing these commitmerits,identify challenges and

constraints, and to recommend strategies for mofangard, including how the Human

Rights Council can continue to support this process

4, This oral update has been greatly informed kyHlgh Commissioner’s own visit to
Sri Lanka from 6-10 February 2016 The High Commissioner again expresses his
appreciation to the Government for the full coofieraextended throughout his visit. He
had the opportunity to meet with President SiriseReame Minister Wickremesinghe,
Leader of the Opposition Sampathan, Foreign MiniSeemaraweera and other ministers, as
well as military service chiefs. The High Commis®r travelled to Jaffna, Trincomalee
and Kandy, where he met provincial chief ministensl officials, religious leaders and a
broad spectrum of victims and civil society repreagves.

5. This update has also benefited from the obsensatand recommendations made by
a number of Special Procedures mandate holdershalie visited Sri Lanka in recent
months. The High Commissioner welcomes the Goventrof Sri Lanka’s very positive
and productive engagement with the United Natiom®idn rights mechanisms including
the standing invitation issued by Sri Lanka to $lecial Procedures in December 2015.
The Working Group on enforced and involuntary dsgrances made a full country visit
in November 2015 The Special Rapporteur on truth, justice, refamatand guarantees of
non-recurrence has continued to remain in closetaconwith both the Sri Lankan
authorities and civil society, making his second &mrd technical visits in January and
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http://www.president.gov.lk/news/speech-delivebgepresident-maithripala-sirisena-at-the-68th-
independence-day-celebrations-on-february-4-2016/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Displayslaspx?NewsID=17025&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Displayslaspx?NewsID=16771&LangID=E
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June 2016 respectivély The Special Rapporteurs on torture and othed cinfeuman and
degrading treatment or punishment and the Spea@alp&teur on the independence of
judges and lawyers recently completed a joint @ffivisit in April-May 2016. The
Special Rapporteur on minority issues is expeateddit in October 2016 and the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expressionhiggs invited to visit in early 2017.
The High Commissioner also welcomes Sri Lanka'sfication of the International
Convention for the Protection of All persons fromf@ced Disappearance (CED) on 25
May 2016. Several human rights treaty bodies weNiew progress of Sri Lanka's
implementation of its treaty obligations in the dogimonth&. Sri Lanka will also come
under review at the 28th session of the Universaiidd Review Working Group in
October-November 2017. On 21 June 2016, the Gowamhrprovided information to
OHCHR which has been taken into account in thegmagjon of this oral update.

6. OHCHR has continued to provide technical asststato the Government in a
number of areas through its in-country presencethadieployment on mission of experts
and senior officials from OHCHR headquarters. Thas included support to the design
and roll-out of the national consultations procesy] advice on concepts for transitional
justice mechanisms. OHCHR also works closely withHuman Rights Commission of Sri
Lanka and civil society, and is fully engaged witie Resident Coordinator and UN
Country Team in developing programmatic activitiesler the UN Peacebuilding Fund.

7. The National Unity Government formed in Septemi2€15 among a broad
spectrum of political parties, including the Srinkan Freedom Party (SLFP) and the
United People’s Party (UNP), has consolidated disitipn, creating a political environment
conducive to reforms. But the full promise of gmance reform, transitional justice and
economic revival has yet to be delivered and rigk#ling or dissipating. Negotiating party
politics and power sharing within the coalition ha®ved complex as the Government
seeks to build and retain the two-thirds majorityparliament necessary to reform the
Constitution. This is manifest in an extensive @abiwith overlapping ministerial
mandates, and mixed messages on crucial issuegsuaitountability.

8. Significant momentum has been achieved in theqss of constitutional reform. On

10 March 2016, Parliament adopted a resolutionbéisténg a constitutional assembly to

draft and approve a new constitution or amendmiaythe end of 2016, which would then

be put to a referendum in 2017. The drafting predess benefitted from an inclusive

public consultation process overseen by a Publigré&entations Committee that received
submissions and held district level consultationthe first quarter of 2016.

9. From a human rights perspective, the constitaticeform process presents an
important opportunity to rectify structural definmes that contributed to human rights
violations and abuses in the past and reinforceagti@es of non-recurrence. These could
include a more comprehensive Bill of Rights, stremistitutional checks and balances,
enhanced constitutional review, improved guaranteetheindependence of the judiciary,
effective individual complaints mechanisms and tgeadirect enforceability of
international human rights treatflso, as demonstrated by other countries’ expeegis
the strengthening of civilian oversight over thditaiy in the form of multiple oversight
and accountability mechanisms over defence potigsGipline and promotion, budgeting

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/Displaydlaspx?NewsID=17029&LanglE
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayiN.aspx?NewsID=19943&LangID=E,
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNaspx?NewsI|D=19942&L anglE

In 2016, Sri Lanka will be reviewed by CERD (cormdarlOth — 17th periodic reports) in August,
CMW (2nd periodic report) in September, and CAT (@hiodic report) in November. In 2017, Sri
Lanka will be reviewed by CEDAW (8th periodic repart February.
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and procurement. The new Constitution will also Imeportant in facilitating the
establishment of the transitional justice mechamisgmvisaged by the Government, for
instance the criminalisation of international crémi@ national law or allowing for the
involvement of international judicial personnelt the same time, the High Commissioner
hopes that the political process of adopting ctutstnal changes will not involve trade-
offs and compromises on core issues of accourtgbtliansitional justice and human
rights.

10.  An early gain from the Government’s first trhamf constitutional reform, the 19th
amendment adopted in April 2015, has been therasin of the Constitutional Council to
recommend appointments to the senior judiciary kmdindependent institutions. This in
turn has seen the appointment of reputed membehe tduman Rights Commission of Sri
Lanka. Although the Human Rights Commission sgéljuires strengthening in terms of
resources and staff, its newfound independencdréady showing results with public
statements and interventions on draft laws andesssuch as the death penalty, police
abuse, detention, and witness protection. The Higimmissioner hopes that other
Government bodies will give this important institut greater cooperation and respect, and
involve it fully in all aspects of the transitionjaktice and constitutional reform process.

11. The Government has also continued to take sompertant symbolic steps towards
promoting reconciliation and changing the majoidtar political culture. In November
2015, the Government de-listed a number of Tanaispibra organisations and individuals
who had been proscribed under the Prevention ofofiem Act (PTA). The decision to
sing the national anthem in both Sinhala and Tamilndependence Day in February 2016
for the first time since the early 1950s was a péulgesture, followed the next day by the
reciprocal visit of the Tamil Chief Minister of thdorthern Province to a Buddhist temple
in Jaffna. On 19 May 2016, the previously hubristiditary celebrations of the 2009
victory were replaced by a more understated Remamsler Day. President Sirisena and
Prime Minister Wickremesinghe have visited war-etiéel and displaced communities, and
the President pardoned a convicted LTTE prisoner erfte plotted to assassinate him.

12. The High Commissioner firmly believes that baltl visible steps of this kind can
have a far-reaching effect in creating a climateadfidence and trust, but obviously need
to be accompanied by more institutionalized changjethe same time, he is concerned by
continued aggressive campaigns in social mediaaner forms (such as the “Sinhale”
bumper sticker campaign) that stoke nationalismirsgaethnic, religious and other
minorities. In recent months, incidents targetitg Muslim community, evangelical
Christian and LGBT groups have continued to be ndmmh. The High Commissioner
encourages the Government to be more forthrighttombating such discriminatory
violence, including through appropriate legislattorregulate hate speech and incitement to
violence.

13. The Government has also not moved fast enouhother tangible measures that
would help to build confidence among victims anchonity communities. In 2015, the
Government made initial progress in the identifmatand release of civilian land in the
North and East still held by the military, with 3@ acres returned to some 2,200 families.
In 2016, the Armed forces have reportedly reledsetther 2,652 acres, mostly in Jaffna
and Mannar areas. During his visit, the High Consioiser was told of some of the
complexities being encountered in the releaseraf End relocating structures built by the
military, but he was assured a new task force wasaed to complete the process by June.
Since then, little progress has been reported ailian leaders and officials seem to be
struggling to secure cooperation from the militaryReports continue of military
engagement in commercial activities, including femgnand tourism. During his visit to
displaced communities in Jaffna, the High Commissioobserved that the lack of
transparency and information is feeding new lewél§ustration and disenchantment. As
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one IDP camp resident in Jaffna told him: “We hge®d governance now, but we just
want to go home.”

14. The fate of remaining security detainees heideu the PTA remains a major
concern for the Tamil community. In December 2ah®, Government released on bail 39
individuals detained without charge, but around 2&fainees are believed to remain in
detention. The Government has made indictmentslih of these cases, and in January
created a special High Court bench to expedite gadings. The Government had
promised the Attorney-General’'s Office would malexidions by the end of March but
there have been no further charges or releasegdhis This situation is not only traumatic
for the individuals concerned -some of whom ressbrto hunger strikes- and for their
families, but a source of growing frustration amdramil political parties and community
at large. At the end of his visit in February 2016e High Commissioner urged the
Government to quickly find a formula to charge elease the remaining security-related
detainees.

15.  This situation is compounded by the Governnsechtinued reliance on the PTA to
make new arrests, despite its commitment to refiealaw. According to reports, the
Government has made more than 40 new PTA arre&81iB-16, including more than 25
in March-April 2016 during a security operationeafthe discovery of an explosives cache
in Jaffna. The manner in which some of these &rmeportedly took place, in an arbitrary
manner and without following proper legal procedurave led some to compare them to
the infamous “white van” abductions/disappearanckshe past. While there are clear
differences (all those arrested reappeared in tleteim matter of hours), such cases strike
fear in the community and undermine confidencéhanGovernment’s efforts to restore the
rule of law and criminal procedures in accordanéé the law and international standards.
The Special Rapporteur on torture also highlightedthe end of his visit recurring
allegations of torture and ill-treatment of segudetainees, albeit with less frequency and
severity than the past. Some groups have alsatezpoases of torture and sexual abuse of
Tamils returning to Sri Lanka from abroad who arspected of LTTE involvement.

16. These continuing concerns point to a deepelleciyge for the Government in
asserting full civilian control over the militarynd intelligence establishment and
dismantling the units and structures allegedly oesjble for grave violations in the past.
Despite welcomed steps towards demilitarizatioghsas the removal of checkpoints, the
military presence in the north and east remainsyhead a culture of surveillance and, in
certain instances, intimidation and harassmentigiers Former detainees released after
rehabilitation and civil society groups working kvitvictims continue to face regular
security checks and questioning about their work.

17. Meanwhile, the Government has initiated theftihg of new security laws to
replace the PTA. The High Commissioner hopes ittake into account the many previous
observations made by UN human rights mechanisms, @ifers the support and
engagement of his Office in this regard. The HurRights Commission has recently re-
issued directives intended as safeguards upontaureter the PTA. On 17 June, the
President issued similar directions to the Commendéthe Armed Forces and the Police
to enable the Human Rights Commission to exeraisepgrform its powers, functions and
duties and for the purpose of ensuring that fundaaterights of persons arrested or
detained are respected and such persons are titeaeainely. The High Commissioner
welcomes these directions and encourages the Queetnto involve the Human Rights
Commission fully in the review of legislation, arsrengthen its powers for the full,
independent and unimpeded monitoring of placestdrdion.

18. Another way for the Government to quickly buifglblic and international
confidence in its determination to pursue accodlitgband meet its obligations under
international human rights law, would be to achisuecessful prosecutiois some ofthe
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emblematic human rights cases pending before thescoDuring its first months in office,
there were a number of high profile breakthroughd arrests made in a number of
prominent cases, for instance the disappearangeuohalist Prageeth Eknaligoda, the
killings of newspaper editor Lasantha Wickrematungad Tamil MPs Joseph
Pararajasingham and Nadarajah Raviraj, and theenofdugby player Wasim Thajudeen,
but progress has since slowed. The Trincomalee &hd ACF cases remain at various
stages of summary proceedings, although the Gowarnimas made renewed efforts to
facilitate the appearance of witnesses.

19. In October, four soldiers were found guiltyseikually assaulting two Tamil women
in Vishvamadu in 2010. However, such convictions @are. During his visit to Sri Lanka
the High Commissioner requested a progress updat¢h@ 39 sexual violence cases
involving military that the Government had acknosided to the Human Rights Committee
in 2014. In January 2016, the police also arrelsgedline Buddhist leaders for contempt of
court after they threatened the wife of Prageethelijoda at Homagama magistrates court
and tried to disrupt ongoing court proceedings.layan, a leader of the paramilitary
TMVP/Karuna Group, remains on remand in the Paaanagham case. Other paramilitary
leaders, allegedly responsible for killings, abthrd and widespread recruitment of child
soldiers, continue to hold public positions andéhdaced no criminal investigation. The
High Commissioner strongly recommends that thesstieg cases be expedited and not be
put to one side while the new transitional justitechanisms are developed.

20. A major constraint remains the lack of a viabjstem for the protection of victims
and witnesses. The new Government adopted a lendimg law in February 2015, but
this legislation has shortcomings that the High @ussioner has highlighted in previous
reports. The Government committed in Resolutiofi 30 further review the law, although
this has yet to occur. Meanwhile, a Victim and Wgi&s Protection Authority has been
appointed under the law since January 2016, althdtugas suffered from the departure of
its first chairperson and the deployment of hidaepment on another assignment overseas.
Clearly the strengthening of an effective witnesstgction system, that is fit for the
purpose of international crimes and that has thdidence of the people, will be essential
before witnesses can have confidence to come fdramd transitional justice mechanisms
be considered credible.

21. The High Commissioner strongly urges the Gawemt to review and amend the
Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crimel aNlithesses Act of 2015 in order to
incorporate better safeguards for the independamck effectiveness of the victim and
witness protection program in line with internatbstandards.

22. In Resolution 30/1, the Government set out citsnmitment to implement a
comprehensive transitional justice agenda, incatieg the full range of judicial and non-
judicial measures, which should include prosecutivtiatives, truth-seeking, reparations
programmes, and institutional reforms. While thev&nment has been engaged in a
variety of preparatory processes, overall proghes®tting up structures that would allow
for the design and establishment of the differeanditional justice components has been
hesitant and slow.

23.  Progress has been hampered by a lack of claritgsponsibilities between various
overlapping ministries and institutions. Furthdre tlack of an overall, comprehensive
transitional justice strategy raises questions taltmw the different transitional justice
mechanisms will link together. In November 20a®rime Minister's Action Group was

established to provide overall political coordinati among the different ministries
involved. This is to be supported by a dedicatedr&ariat for the Coordination of the
Reconciliation Mechanisms (SCRM), the recent appeémt to which of a Secretary-

General is very much welcomed. Nevertheless, iit seeds to further strengthen
institutional capacity and dedicated expertise.
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24. A critical first step, reflected in Resoluti@d/1, is to undertake broad national
consultations to ensure that victims and thoseitiomdlly excluded are central to the

design and implementation of these mechanisms amckgses. Importantly, transitional

justice mechanisms must provide for special meastweensure that women receive
adequate redress for conflict-related violatiom&l ean fully participate in these processes.
Consultations also need to be accompanied by@-taihde sensitization programme as the
people to be consulted need to have the necessarynation and understanding so that
they can express informed viewpoints. In this régaeasures of confidence building and
clear institutional safeguards for victims and wises to come forward are crucial.

25.  In January 2016, the Government appointed amédrhber Task Force formed by
prominent members of civil society mandated to ecmbdhe national consultation process.
Consultations were launched online in Februaryhwite Task Force setting up a
mechanism to receive written submissions. Focusumraliscussions and direct

consultations with stakeholders were launched meJand will extend to provincial and

district levels. It would be important that the eess of consulting the various

constituencies enters a new phase of direct irtiere; and that those participating in the
consultations are not subject to harassment omidétion. The High Commissioner

emphasizes the need to include the voices of victabhroad and encourages further
outreach in the diaspora.

26. A parallel fast-track consultation process wasducted in May 2016 with respect
to the proposed Office of the Missing Persons tiaat been prioritized by the Government.
The fact that parallel consultations on constitudiloreform have proceeded successfully,
albeit of a different nature and with greater inment of resources, gives hope that Sri
Lanka can embark on such complex processes effigiand peacefully.

27. At the same time, the Government has commisdiatifferent consultants and
experts working in various capacities to work afiyean the design of different models for
the transitional justice mechanisms, with littleomtination or transparency. While such
groundwork is necessary, it is important that iteslanot pre-empt the results of the
consultation process and render it less meaningfiihere is a need to better connect the
public, participatory dimensions of the processhvitie private, expert work that is going
on behind the scenes.

28.  This tension has already become apparent iprdparation of legislation to create a
dedicated Office of Missing Persons (OMP). Addregslisappearances is an urgent need
and would generate trust and confidence amongmwéctind affected communities, so the
Government is right to prioritise this task. Theoposed Office will be a permanent

structure that is intended to provide victims wahcess to the services they require,
whether legal, administrative or psychosocial, tmdncover the fate of their disappeared
relatives.

29. A working group of Government advisors had pred draft legislation to establish

the OMP. However, the draft had not been publgtigred and discussed. When victims
and civil society raised concerns regarding thétéichpublic debate on the draft, there was
a late effort to incorporate submissions from shakgers, including meetings with victims

and the Consultations Task Force. The draft letijislawas approved in Cabinet in late

May, gazetted on 27 May and tabled in Parliamer22dune.

30. More broadly, the Government signed the Disapp®es Convention (CED) in
December 2015 and completed its ratification in N2@16. Enabling legislation is now
being drawn up and the High Commissioner hopesvitisnclude criminalizing enforced
disappearances in the Penal Code in line with 8nikl's obligations under the CED. On 7
June, the Cabinet of Ministers also approved degfislation enabling the issuance of
Certificates of Absence. The draft legislation bagn gazetted and will be placed before
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Parliament shortly. The second report of the Pesgidl Commission on Missing Persons
(Paranagama Commission) was tabled in Parliamefcitober, and it has continued to
conduct hearings, but nénformation is available to OHCHR on further crirain
investigation, including in a number of cases whheeCommission identified Government
perpetrators.

31. The experts that produced the Office of Missigysons draft bill may also be
working on different conceptual transitional justienodels such as for a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and the special courtweleer, these documents have not been
shared.While such groundwork is necessary and welcome, ltlok of transparency
undermines the parallel ongoing consultation preeesl involvement of victims. National
consultations should be a form of vigorous and eedfpl dialogue whereby the consulted
parties are given the space to express themseteedy,fincluding the participation of
international actors in transitional justice medkars, as recommended in my last report to
the Human Rights Council and recognized in Resmu80/1, with a view to shaping or
enhancing the design of transitional justice progres.

32. A key question remains the participation ofeinational judges, prosecutors,
investigators and lawyers in a judicial mechanisim.late May 2016, while addressing a
large group of senior military officers, the Prifdiénister was reported to have again ruled
out international participation in a domestic Sankan justice mechanism. The High
Commissioner remains convinced that internatioraftigipation in the accountability
mechanisms would be a necessary guarantee fondegpéndence and impartiality of the
process in the eyes of victims, as Sri Lanka's giadliinstitutions currently lack the
credibility needed to gain their trust. It is alsgportant to keep in mind the magnitude and
complexity of the international crimes alleged, @hithe OHCHR investigation found
could amount to war crimes and crimes against hitgnan

33. In light of recent reports on new evidence th@$ emerged on the use of cluster
munitions towards the end of the conflict, follogisimilar allegations in the OHCHR
investigation report, the High Commissioner calls fan independent and impartial
investigation to be carried out.

34.  Another challenge for the Government is howegin the process of security sector
reform, including a comprehensive vetting procésd would ensure that “no scope exists
for retention in or recruitment into the securityrdes of anyone credibly implicated
through a fair administrative process in seriousies involving human rights violations or
abuses or violations of international humanitadaw”.” This will be important for Sri
Lanka's Armed Forces to resume their rightful platénternational defence cooperation,
in particular participation in UN peacekeeping.efarations are already advancing for the
prospective contribution of a Sri Lankan combatwmnbattalion to MINUSMA in Mali,
but it will be essential that the Government puatglace an appropriate vetting procedure -
with an independent, civilian human rights compdnrem advance of this deployment. To
this end, the UN will be working with the Governméa put in place stringent screening
procedures, at both national and internationall}eee all personnel Sri Lanka intends to
deploy.

Conclusions

35. Overall, the Human Rights Council should be encourged thus far by the steps
that the Government of Sri Lanka has taken to implenent some of the key

” AJHRC/RES/30/1, OP. 8
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commitments made in Resolution 30/1, and the congations and preparations now
underway to further elaborate and design the trangional justice mechanisms. The
restoration of the Constitutional Council, an indegendent Human Rights Commission
and the ratification of the Disappearances Conventn (CED) are important
achievements that will leave a legacy for the fut@. Once established, the new Office
of Missing Persons will hopefully provide at leasa form of immediate redress for the
families of the disappearedNonetheless, the establishment of full transitiongjustice
mechanisms will be needed to provide a comprehensivesponse to past human rights
violations and ensure that they do not reccur.

36. More rapid and sustained progress could have beenade on other issues, such
as the release of land and detainees and the rewisiof the PTA and witness protection
laws, which would build confidence with the minoriy community. The early
momentum established in investigating emblematic s&s must be sustained, as early
successful prosecutions would mark a turning poinfrom the impunity of the past.
Continuing allegations of arbitrary arrest, torture and sexual violence, as well as more
general military surveillance and harassment, muste swiftly addressed, and the
structures and institutional culture that promoted those practices be dismantled, to
show there will be no tolerance for practices of th past.

37. The High Commissioner believes the Government's effts to implement its
commitments in Resolution 30/1 will require a compehensive strategy that enables it
to pursue different processes in a coordinated, iegrated and appropriately
sequenced manner. Such a strategy would bring totheer the currently unwieldy
coordination arrangements within Government and faditate greater coordination of
international donor support. It should be backed w by a concerted public
information campaign that would mobilise the powerand participation of civil society
behind the transitional justice process. This woud also increase transparency and
ensure that the current consultation process with ietims and civil society can be
maximized and have a meaningful input into the degnh of transitional justice
mechanisms. OHCHR continues to stand ready to progie further advice and
technical assistance.

38. Inevitably, the transformative process on which SriLanka is embarked will
take time. Dealing with the multiple tracks of constutional reform, transitional
justice, economic recovery and security sector refmm would tax the capacity of any
government. Nevertheless, the High Commissioner ueg the Government to take
concrete steps to address the impatience, anxietpdireservations towards the process
that stem from various quarters, and reiterates themportance for all Sri Lankans to
rally behind the process. The encouragement and spprt of the Human Rights
Council has been crucial in underpinning this proces and giving assurance and
confidence to all stakeholders, particularly the wtim community. The High
Commissioner therefore hopes the Human Rights Coumcwill sustain its close
engagement and he looks forward to reporting on fuher progress at its thirty-fourth
session.
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