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Syria Situation Report: December 13, 2018 - January g, 2019

1 Dec 25: Syrian Government Struggles to Reassert Authority over Druze Population in 5 Dec 23 - Jan 9: Pro-Government Forces Reinforee Manbij Countryside in
Lleasl a dozen armed factions in majority-Druze Suwayda Province in Southern Deal with SDF: The Russian Armed Forces o 1 as the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) 1st

announced their intention o join together and oppose forced consceription by the Syrian Division, Republican Guards, and T 1 positions in the town of
Government. Druze in Suwayda Provinee have resisted eonseription throughout the Syrian Civil War, west of Manbij in Eastern Aleppo Provinee on December s part of a deal with the Syrian
[ ] Democratic Forees (SD between the SDY and the

I'he agreement followed negotia
Kremlin in Moscow on Decemb 3. Russia and the SDF-af
ria: later began joint patrols west of Manbij on Janua
Tior forces to Arima to block a threatened off

A[Ld Al-Bab Military Council
a previously deployed
against Manbij in 2017.

2 Dece 29: Prominent Al- Qduln—;\fﬁlmltd Ol'ﬁudl Kl"cll in Suulhc
Unknown actors reportedly kille d Ty
militant a ed with Al-Qaed Tit

Activists claimed that Abu Julaybib had denmd Idlib
l’mnm ¢ in Northern Syria lo ulhm enler Juml.m or

6 J‘m 7 l% (‘nm.lml-

‘orees (S1 )I ) near
School in A-Raqqa
y on January 7, killing at least five

Hezbollah Positions in Damascus:
The Israel Defense Forees (IDF) fired
al leasl sixleen cruise largeling arms
caches and a senior delegation of
Lebanese Hezbollah west of

Dar The targets reported]
included Mezzeh Mil Airb:
Dar National Hospital, and U\L

n Arab Army (SAA) 4th Armored

»s High-Ranking
Member: [S

Deir e-ZorQ

militants reported
i mmnl h;,,\xl.mv\ (n-( hair in a drive

-Zor Highway in
1 Council is a local

4 Dec 28 - Jan 9: Syrian Al-Qaeda
te Makes Gains 1

8 Dec 14: SDF Seizes Control of Largest
ng Urban Center Controlled by IS in
rian Democratic Forces (SDF) and U.S.
Anli-ISIS Coalition seized the lown of Hajin in Southern Deir e-Zor
Province near the Syrian-Iraqi Border following heavy elashes with IS. Hajin
was the largest population center still under the control of IS in Eastern Syria.
The SDF later seized control several additional towns near Hajin between December 14
and January . 1S currently still controls only three or four towns in Deir e-Zor Province.

<
affiliate Jabhat a- Abu Kamal

the Turkish-backed National Liberation
Fronl (NLF) engaged in clashes across
Idlib Province on January 2. The
infighting follows a milit
confrontation between HTS

and NLF affiliate Harakat Nour
a-Din a-Zinki (HNDZ) in Western
Aleppo Province on December 28.
HTS seized near-total control of
Weslern Aleppo Provinee and
forced the dissolution of HNDZ
on January 4. HTS later made
further gair inst the NLI¥
affiliates Ahr: ham and Sugour
ham in Southern Idlib Province
d Weslern Hama Province. HTS and

amascus

9 Dee 13: Syria Reportedly Attacks U.S.-Backed Opposition Group Near
Pro-government forces including the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) 1st Division reportedly atlacked fighters
I'mm U. ‘G -backed ()pp(mlinn ;,,rnup ]4\ sh Mug_lm“i: awra (\1.1‘1'] nnrth\\ ml ()I' A-T:

Lllunulu dLmnl'thmn zone .unund A-Tanf hl'(ll\L!Ld h\ 1|1L u.
claimed that Ma'l' recived air or artillery supp

100km

the NLF agreed 1o a lwo-week ceasefire
on January 8. Clashes later resumed on January 9.
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