| FLYGTNINGENAVNET |

Flygtningenesevnets baggrundsmateriale

Bilagsnr.:
Land:
Kilde:
Titel:
Udgivet:

Optaget pa
baggrundsmaterialet:

500

Afghanistan

Freedom House

Freedom of the Press 2013

10. oktober 2013

29. november 2013

Flygtningenegevnet « Adelgade 11-13 « DK-1304 Kgbenhavn K

Telefon +45 3392 3334 « Fax +45 3920 4505 « E-mail fln@inm.dk « www.fln.dk

500



Refworld | Freedom of the Press 2(- Afghanistal Pagel of 3

irefworld {JUNHCR
Freedom of the Press 2013 - Afghanistan

Publisher Freedom House

Publication
Date 10 October 2013

Freedom Housd;reedom of the Press 2013 - Afghanistan, 10 October
Cite as 2013, available at: http://www.refworld.org/docidfy7bc414.html [accessed 28
November 2013]
This is not a UNHCR publication. UNHCR is not respible for, nor does it
necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expigesse solely those of the author
or publisher and do not necessarily reflect thdd¢NHCR, the United Nations or
its Member States.

Disclaimer

2013 Scores

Press Status: Not Free
Press Freedom Score: 67
Legal Environment: 20
Political Environment: 28
Economic Environment: 19

Media freedom improved markedly due to a declinatiacks against journalists in 2012, coupled
with an increasingly vibrant and diverse media faghe and a decrease in cases of legal
harassment and censorship against journalists addhroutlets. However, a number of challenges
and potential risks, including some instances akoeship; violence, insecurity, and a lack of
physical protection for journalists; and a proposetiia law that could further restrict press
freedom.

Article 34 of the constitution allows for freedorhtbe press and of expression, and the current
Mass Media Law, which came into effect in 2009,rgagees the right of citizens to obtain
information and prohibits censorship. However, ¢hare broad restrictions on any content that is
seen as "contrary to the principles of Islam oengive to other religions and sects.” Four media
laws have been approved since 2002, and many jistisnare unsure as to which applies in
different circumstances, resulting in self-censirsb avoid violating cultural norms or offending
local sensitivities. Article 130 of the constitutistipulates that courts and Islamic jurists cde ru
on cases "in a way that attains justice in the tmestner," allowing for ambiguity and
discriminatory rulings. Under Afghan law, casesolwing journalists should be handled by the
Media Commission, but this rule is not always otedrin practice. In May 2012, authorities
arrested and detained journalist Nasto Naderidaes days for "false accusations" against
government officials after broadcasting a prograitical of the mayor of Kabul. In June, the
attorney general launched a libel investigationragdajhwok News Agency for an article
alleging that legislators accepted bribes.

In 2012, the Afghan government drafted a new Massdi&iLaw, which would give the state
increased control over the press. In additionpttagposed law would create civil sanctions for a
long list of vaguely defined media violations, framanging bylaws to illegally broadcasting
foreign programs. Media activists and rights groomsplained that the government had not
allowed time for their input before putting thel Il front of the legislature. The media
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community also voiced concern that the draft wauidermine free expression, restricting the
ability of the media to debate or report on areeh s national security and religion. The draft
remained under debate during the year and hade®ot passed by year's end.

Afghanistan has yet to pass a freedom of informaiti. In 2012, local media and civil society
organizations urged the government to consider adalwv, which would ensure the right to access
public information and provide a functional mectsamifor obtaining it. However, the call was
largely ignored by the government.

All proprietors of mass media must be registerethieygovernment through the Ministry of
Information and Culture and the licensing proc#dssugh potentially lengthy, is open with
minimal regulations. In recent years, an oversédranedia market caused the Afghan
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (ATRA), thedy responsible for frequency
assignments, to run out of radio licenses for Kalud to a lack of available frequencies.

In 2012, media were generally given more freedooter a number of cases of human rights
abuses and corruption scandals, as well as talpazst(such as rape), which in some cases
involved officials. New and social media have beaatively open in Afghanistan, though the
government still imposes online censorship. On&uaper 12, the Ministry of Communications
blocked the YouTube and Google websites to prepeaple from watching a controversial U.S.-
made video about the prophet Muhammad that hadegpaemonstrations in the Muslim world.
Google's website was unblocked later in Septentthery ouTube was blocked until December.
The Afghan government also blacklists websites aekto promote vices such as alcohol,
gambling, pornography, and improper social relaiops, and has at times put pressure on news
sites as well.

The ongoing military conflict has entailed seridligeats against journalists from various state and
nonstate actors, and physical security remainssreiof great concern. However, according to
Nai, an Afghan organization supporting free methiare was a 14 percent decline in violence
against journalists compared to 2011, with 69 ca$emlence against journalists reported in
2012, including two deaths. In February, unknowsadants stabbed and decapitated the manager
of Radio Melma, a private radio station in Pakiikavince. Then in July, Abdul Hadi Hamdard, a
presenter and producer for the state-owned Radid alevision of Afghanistan, was killed in a
roadside bomb blast in the southern province ofrtdeld. Journalists in Afghanistan routinely

face violence, threats, and intimidation by seguotces, civilian officials, and the local elite,
including some members of parliament. In May, jalist Mohamad Agaha Ghane was injured
when a bomb destroyed the office of Dunya Radi@ 3tiation director had received prior threats.
The Taliban appeared to be somewhat more hesitawinfronting the media, lessening their
direct threats against media organizations andgists, though at least one foreign journalist
was kidnapped and the group did destroy a numberodile telephone towers during the year. In
2012, the insurgent group also engaged more agtivéhe media sphere, regularly updating its
website and issuing a number of "correcting stateégieand "explanations” to deny or clarify
reports that appeared about it in the media.

The media landscape is saturated, with more th@rpd@t media outlets (publishing in all of the
languages in the country), around 150 radio statiand more than 75 television stations
operating in 2012. Radio is still the main sourtaews and information for most Afghans,
especially in the rural areas, though televisiomaking significant inroads as ownership of sets
has risen. Newspaper readership is low, mainlytddle nation's poor literacy rate of around 30
percent. Other factors affecting readership of papsers include distribution problems,
competition from numerous broadcast choices andlshg revenue. International radio
broadcasts in Dari or Pashto — such as those fnerBtitish Broadcasting Corporation (BBC),
Voice of America, and Radio Free Europe/Radio Ltfperremain key sources of news for many
Afghans. The government owns some media outletanbst are in private hands. However,
private ownership and funding of media reflectsdisparate political and cultural forces present
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in Afghanistan, leading to a highly partisan meghi@&ironment. Major sources of support for
media outlets include political parties, ethnicigys, the military, international donors, and
foreign governments such as those in Iran and Rakiall of which are seeking influence in the
country. Private broadcasters, particularly thbise &are commercially viable, such as Tolo TV,
are able to exercise the greatest amount of inadisee in their reporting.

International and local media organizations havetfe past decade been promoting training
programs aimed at developing a genuinely indepdndedia sector, and have been fairly
successful in this regard. However, a number olfyatehave raised concern about the possible
negative impact on media freedom with the gradutildsawal of foreign forces from
Afghanistan, due to be completed by the end of 20&Hdng that the country's vibrant press will
face a crisis of survival if it does not continoer¢ceive international funding, which launched
and has kept alive many of the country's mediaroegdions. In 2012, some smaller outlets had
already begun cutting staffing and programming &kenup for the expected financial shortfall,
with an estimated 700 journalists losing their jblgsnid-year. However, financial constraints do
not seem to pose as severe a threat to the sudcessfmercial channels, as they have more
diverse sources of income.

llliteracy and infrastructural obstacles have haragenternet penetration, with 5 percent of the
population regularly accessing the medium in 20t&re are thousands of blogs in the country,
and social media use is growing, especially amanmyg people in urban areas. Mobile phones
are Afghanistan's principal means of communicatiath more than approximately 45 percent of
Afghans owning mobile phones. People are incresmegeiving news headlines on their mobile
phones, and also participate in call-in radio aleMision shows via this medium. The recent
launch of 3G mobile phone services and relativilyaper and faster internet access has further
empowered citizen journalism.
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