















































detainees’ due process rights were being “systematically” violated at an
“unprecedented level.”

F3 o-4pts

Is there protection from the illegitimate use of physical force and
freedom from war and insurgencies? O/

Venezuelans face physical insecurity and violence from several sources, including
irregular armed groups, security forces, and organized gangs. In April 2024,
Venezuelan human rights NGOs Provea and Foro Penal reported that at least
10,085 executions, 1,652 cases of torture, and 15,000 arrests had been carried out
by police and military forces between 2013 and 2023.

Colombian guerrilla groups and criminal organizations continued to operate on
the Venezuelan side of the border in 2024. According to a June press release by
NGO Fundaredes (Foundations), more than 1,000 Venezuelans have disappeared
along the border since 2019.

Prisons in Venezuela are among the worst in the region. Detention facilities suffer
from severe overcrowding, as well as poor sanitation and security conditions.
Pranes, or gang leaders who operate from prisons, freely coordinate criminal
networks throughout Venezuela. In June 2024, prisoners in 51 detention centers
engaged in a dayslong hunger strike to protest poor prison conditions and judicial
delays; the strike ended after prisoners and their families reached an agreement
with the Ministry of Penitentiary Services.

F4 o-4pts

Do laws, policies, and practices guarantee equal treatment of various
segments of the population? 1/4

Constitutional protections against discrimination based on sex, race, and other
characteristics are not well enforced in practice. Women continue to face
significant disparities in education, compensation, and employment.

The rights of Indigenous people, who make up 2.5 percent of the population, are
guaranteed by the constitution but poorly protected. Indigenous groups often



experience discrimination, labor exploitation, extortion by military and
paramilitary groups, sex trafficking, and land grabs related to illegal mining which
has resulted in the destruction of forests and other natural resources on which
Indigenous residents depend. Indigenous Venezuelans also experience
disproportionately high poverty rates and often face obstacles in accessing

government services.

Although discrimination based on sexual orientation is prohibited, LGBT+
Venezuelans face widespread intolerance and violence. According to a recent
report by the Venezuelan Observatory of Prisons (OVP), LGBT+ individuals are
especially vulnerable to discrimination and sexual abuse in Venezuelan prisons.

G. Personal Autonomy and
Individual Rights

G1 o0-4pts

Do individuals enjoy freedom of movement, including the ability to
change their place of residence, employment, or education? 2/ 4

Internal movement is limited by threats to physical security in some parts of the
country, and Venezuelans continue to flee abroad to escape political persecution,
insecurity, and overlapping social and economic crises. According to the Inter-
Agency Coordination Platform for Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela (R4V), a
total of more than 7.8 million Venezuelan migrants and refugees had left the
country as of November 2024.

After the July presidential election, the government began canceling the
passports of Venezuelan journalists, human rights activists, political leaders, and
others without notice or reason, affecting their ability to travel into or out of
Venezuela. As of September, Venezuelans arriving in the country by air are no
longer permitted to enter the country using a Venezuelan national identity card or
an expired passport, but are required to have a valid Venezuelan passport or
special travel documents. Flights from Venezuela to Panama, the Dominican
Republic, Peru, and Chile were suspended through at least September after those
countries refused to recognize Maduro’s purported electoral victory.



G2 o-4pts

Are individuals able to exercise the right to own property and establish
private businesses without undue interference from state or nonstate 1/4
actors?

Property rights have been damaged by years of price controls, nationalization,
overregulation, and corruption. lllegal land seizures and extortion by armed
groups also continue to undermine property rights and private business activity.

G3 o0-4pts

Do individuals enjoy personal social freedoms, including choice of
marriage partner and size of family, protection from domestic violence, 2 /4
and control over appearance?

Personal social freedoms pertaining to marriage, divorce, and child custody are
generally upheld, but members of the LGBT+ community still lack equal access to
fundamental rights like legal marriage, child adoption, and recognition of one’s
gender identity.

The maternal mortality rate has dramatically increased in recent years. Abortion is
illegal unless the patient’s life is at risk, resulting in many women and girls
resorting to unsafe and unsanitary clandestine abortions or seeking abortions
abroad.

A 2007 law was designed to combat violence against women, but domestic
violence and rape remain common. Utopix, a Venezuelan women’s rights NGO,
recorded 201 femicides in 2023. Women who have been political prisoners have
reported abuses by security forces including sexual violence, threats of rape, and
forced nudity.

G4 o-4pts

Do individuals enjoy equality of opportunity and freedom from
economic exploitation? O/4



The country’s prolonged economic crisis has left the population extremely
vulnerable to human trafficking and labor exploitation. Women and children are
also subjected to sex trafficking within Venezuela and abroad.
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