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Annual Review 

of the Human Rights Situation of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex 
People in Azerbaijan covering the period of January to December 2018  

Bias-motivated speech

presidential election would take place on April 11, six months 

ahead of the original date. Eight candidates were running for the 

homophobic remarks during 

Bias-motivated violence

Hate crimes and police raids against LGBTI people remained a 

the legal framework still lacks any protections against hate 

crimes on grounds of SOGIESC.

after hearing rumours that he was gay. He confessed to the 

murder, which he committed with two others.

In August, a  was posted by the online platform 

Rengareng, showing a trans woman being beaten. No further 

details of the case are known so far.

of trans people, including hers. She reported that they were 

taken to police stations. Raids against LGBT people are common 

in the country. In 2017, at least 200 LGBT people were arrested 

in a mass raid.

Family

Eurasianet released an article in September, in which families of 

their children. There is no support network for families so 

far, but some parents are in touch and support each other in 

emergencies.

Freedom of expression

In the lead-up to the April snap elections, authorities 

laws and blocking news websites. Hackers attacked independent 

On the occasion of IDAHOBIT, the British Embassy in Baku raised 

by society, some welcoming it and others  it.

Participation in public, cultural and political life

On April 8, the  took place 

women and LGBT people.

Public opinion

guests on the show in May included Igbal Agazade, Umid party 

LGBT rights call for a law allowing LGBT people to get married, it 

do about the fact that an LGBT community and organisations 

existed in the country, if he intended to kill them, Huseyn did 

National Science Academy, nationalist and head of NGO Global 

He said LGBT people will not be killed, but that the education 

communities damage our culture, society, identity and that they 

will remain a minority, with society kept away from those kinds 

defend the rights of minorities.
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