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1. INTRODUCTION

Venezuela is unquestionably in the midst of an institutional crisis. This situation is closely linked to high
levels of impunity and serious problems regarding access to economic, social and cultural rights for the
whole population. In this context, Amnesty International’s research has noted the arbitrary actions and
measures implemented by the Venezuelan security forces, as well as a worrying and frequently abusive
use of force. This is clearly detrimental to the human rights of the entire population.

Amnesty International has documented and denounced the Venezuelan authorities’ use of arbitrary de-

tention as a mechanism for political persecution.! It has also highlighted the practice of carrying out

KNNGICN TCKFU CPF CVVCEMU QP JQOGU TGICTFNGUU QH RGQRNGoU R
a much wider impact on the population. All these violations are taking place in the context of a policy of

repression?

Amnesty International’s research team has received reports of at least 47 raids and attacks on residential

areas by state security forces and groups of armed civilians. These incidents occurred in 11 different

UVCVGU DGVYGGP #RTKN CPF ,WN][ C RGTKQF OCTMGF D[ € JKIJ NG
monstrations and frequent protests?

In response to anti-government protests, the Venezuelan state has on many occasions resorted to using
WPLWUVK,GF CPF FKURTQRQTVKQPCVG HQTEG +P VJG RGTKQF HTQO #R’
killed and around 1,958 injured, and more than 5,000 people were detained. *

#U 8GPG\WGNCP IQXGTPOGPV UGEWTKV[ HQTEGU UWRRTGUUGF VJG RT
residential estates and sought refuge in those communities to avoid becoming victims of arbitrary arrest
and to put themselves out of harm’s way.

1 Amnesty International, Silenced by force: Politically motivated arbitrary detentions in Venezuela(Index: AMR 53/6014/2017).

2 Amnesty International, Vlenezuela: Lethal violence, a state policy to strande dissent, www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/07/venezuelasiolencia-le-
VCN WPC RQNKVKEC FG GUVCFERKRCTC CU,ZKCT C NC FKUKFG

3 Study by the civil society organization Micondominio.com, using reports from its networks of members hroughout the country and journalistic sources.

4 7PKVGF 0OCVKQPU *WOCP 4KIJVU 1HUKGEHEGN YighG vidiatidn®aqd@i@ises in the context d protests in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela from 1 April to 31 July 2017 , 30 August 2017, www.ohchr.org/Documents/CountriesVE/HCReportVenezuela_1April-31July2017_EN.pdf
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There is evidence that immediately after the demonstrations, the state security forces entered buildings
and residential areas and carried out illegal raids in a continuation of the repression of people in these
communities. In other cases, raids occurred many hours — and in some cases days — after all the demons-
trations in the streets had ended.

There are reports that while this was happening, in several neighbourhoods groups of armed civilians,
with the acquiescence of the state, attacked the same areas that had been subjected to raids.

It is important to stress that the state security f orces used disproportionate force when carrying outhese raids.

Amnesty International has used different research methodologies and sources of information to document

VJGUG KNNGICN TCKFU CPF CVVCEMU QP JQOGU KP 8GPG\WGNE # HCEV
NCTN[ UKIPK,ECPV KPENWFKPI XKUKVU VQ /KTCPFC VJG %CRKVCN &KUYV
where a high number of attacks and raids were reported between April and July 2017.

Researchers interviewed more than 60 people whose dmes had been raided or attacked. Amnesty Internatnal

CNUQ TGSWGUVGF KPHQTOCVKR®EPUHITMRBEG/ R ¥EXQTP GV ) GPGCYBIDGEG JTH YTKYV
been received regarding investigations into the rails and attacks. In some cases victims had lodged conplaints,

YJKNG QVJGT ECUGU YGTG YKFGGIC ERQXIGTEF AW PIBG A OBKRG TCHNORP YR, EG J
KPXGUVKICVG YKVIJQWY PGGF®PIVIR XKEKICOWWEQORNCKPYV HT

These raids and attacks have affected thousands of people in Venezuela; they have experienced how
government repression has moved from the streets into their homes. The victims have suffered serious
harm to their physical integrity, arbitrary interference in their private lives® and, in some cases, violations
of their right to liberty, as a result of their complete lack of protection in the face of the actions of the
security forces and groups of armed civilians linked to them.

S#TVKENG QH VJG +PVGTPCVRRRQN KVEEERCALV IYR %KW GF D[ 8GRG\TWGNC QP TGHETTOR ®Q KP VIKU T
right to a private life.
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ITRARY AND

+P 8GPG\WGNC VJG NGICN HTCOGYQTM FG,PGU JQY CPF YJGP UGCTEJG
on the use of force by members of the security forces.

Under Venezuelan law, a court order is required inorder to carry out a search of domestic premises, &cept

KP EGTVCKP URGEK,E EKTEWOUWECY BLRWGE EKH] ¥FQ® RT@JIKGBEWWIreG UGCT
to be followed, the reasons for the order and the dements or steps to be carried out. It must also state the

authority that will carry out the search, and the date and time when it is authorized to take place.®

The only situations in which a search may be carried out without a court order are:

to prevent a crime being committed or continuing and

in pursuit of individuals in order to apprehend them.

In relation to the use of force, international standards establish that it must be in accordance with the
principles of legality, necessity, proportionality and accountability. ”

6 Organic Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 196 andsubsequent articles thereof. Article 47 of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

7 Amnesty International, Use of force: YWKFGNKPGU HQT KORNGOGPVCVKQP QH VJG 70 DCUKE RTKPEKRNGU QP VJG WU
QH,EKENY COPGUV[ QTI WM ,NGU WUGAQHAHQTEG RFH
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE USE OF FORC(

BY VENEZUELAN SECURITY FORCES

LEGALITY NECESSITY ACCOUNTABILITY

The authority to use

force must be set out Answers to the There must be accountability for the use of force both at the
in national legislation. following questions level of the individual of®cial and of the public i nstitution in
These laws must be can determine if order to ensure that the above principles are appled.
formulated in such use of force is
away as to ensure that necessary:
the purpose of the use PROPORTIONALITY
of force is legitimate 1. Is it possible to
and non-discriminatory. achieve the
legitimate The legitimate purpose to be achieved must be weighed against
objective the harm that may be caused.
without

resorting to the
use of force?

2. How much
force is needed
to achieve the
objective?

3. Did the use of
force stop once
the objective
was achieved?

SourceUse of force: Guidelines for implentation of the UN basic principles on the use of force and ®rearms by law enforcement of®cials, Amnesty Int

In addition, as established in the Venezuelan Constitution, the authorities responsible for public security
have an obligation to protect everyone under their jurisdiction through the actions of the security forces.
The security forces must also, when resorting to the use of force, respect human dignity and rights and
adhere in all circumstances to the principles of legality, necessity, appropriateness, timeliness and pro-
portionality. ®

Despite the constitutional, legal and international framework, the Venezuelan authorities have with stri-
king frequency carried out raids in the absence of court orders and with excessive use of force. These
illegal actions have violated the rights to physical integrity, a private life and personal liberty that the
state must respect and ensure.

In the communities visited by Amnesty International there were consistent and repeated reports of how
these illegal raids were “nights of terror”, carried out by different security forces, both civil and military,
using similar methods, in different states throughout the country, and at different times.

S #TVKENG QH VIG %QPUVKVRWIOQKRE B H 3G BQWKXKT KEPVKENGJIGC QY VREGLSECIPMEE CCEPF NBEX NKXCTKCH
Force; and Article 3 of the Regulations Relating to Ordinary and Extraordinary Police Procedures.
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In danger of being hit with tear gas grenades or shot with pellets during these operations, those inside
VIGKT JQOGU URGPV OCP[ JQWTU N[KPI QP VJG fQQT YKVJ VJG NKIJVU V
in the communal areas and hallways.

+P QTFGT VQ GPVGT RTKXCVG JQOGU QH,EKCNU UJQV QHH NQEMU DTC
FOQOQTU QRGP +P VJQUG ECUGU YJGTG RGQRNG CNNQYGF VJGO VQ GPVGT
to threaten all those present. They also destroyed the security cameras in some estates.

1PEG KPUKFG VJG JQOGU QH,EKCNU FGOCPFGF VJCV RGQRNG VGNN VJ(
had taken part in protests; they did not have arrest warrants and did not ask for the people they were

supposedly looking for by name. In other words, they carried out mass raids aimed at identifying and

detaining young people, mostly boys and young men, who could have taken part in protests.

9JKNG CNN VJKU YCU JCRRGPKPI CPF WUKPI VIGKT YGCRQPU VQ KPVKO
(for example, watches, computers, mobile phones and tablets) from the homes, as “spoils of war”.

According to different accounts, all of which were consistent, these operations could last several hours
CPF GZVGPF VJTQWIJQWYV VJG PKIJV YKVJ OCP[ QH,EGTU DGUKGIKPI VJIG
used and without a court order to justify their actions.
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In some cases, while this was going on, groups of armed civilian government supporters arrived on mo-
torcycles and roamed through communities, harassing neighbours, shouting pro-government slogans and
warning people not to protest again. In some cases, neighbours reported that there was coordination
between the actions of state agents and the groups of armed civilians.

The terror experienced in many Venezuelan cities during these long nights extended beyond the incidents
themselves. People described how the repercussions continue to be felt and they experience problems
sleeping, feelings of not being safe in their own homes and a sense of being completely defenceless
against the arbitrary actions of the very authorities who should be ensuring their safety.

The following pages set out Amnesty International’s concerns around the different patterns of illegal and
arbitrary actions that constitute human rights violations during the illegal raids and attacks in Venezuela.

The operations described occurred in different cities throughout the country. Different national security

forces were involved, as well as groups of armed civilians. Amnesty International found that these raids
followed a consistent pattern, indicating that they are part of a policy of repression by the Venezuelan
state using methods that constitute human rights violations.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL



WHEN | OPENED THE DOOR, THEY’ ’
JUST PUSHED ME AND POINTED
THEIR GUNS AT MPE
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THAT EVERYTHING IS LEFT IN
DARKNESS'?

‘ ‘ THEY FIRE AT THE LIGHTS SO
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‘ ‘ ONLY ONE SURVEILLANCE
CAMERA WAS LEFT®
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‘ ‘ THE BOOGEYMAN IS HERPE ’ ’

“‘COME ON OUT YOU BLOODY GUARIMBEROS...
WE'LL RAPE THE LOT OF YOU?*
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‘ ‘ SOMETIMES THEY PICK YOU UP’ ’
AND YOU DON'T KNOW WHERE

THEY ARE TAKING YOW&

“THEY ASKED ME IF | HAD CHILDREN, IF

| HAD A SON...I SAID THAT | DID AND
THAT HE WAS UPSTAIRS, SO THEY WENT
UP TO LOOK FOR HIM.=5

NIGHTS OF TERROR
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THE GUARDS ON ONE CORNER

AND THE ‘COLECTIVOS’ ”
[MILITANT GRASSROOTS GROUPS]

ON THE OTHER’
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The illegal and violent raids that have taken place in Venezuela have had a widespread effect in various
communities. There are thousands of victims in these communities who have been besieged by the po-
lice, the military and groups of armed civilians. The actions of the Venezuelan state have had a grave
impact on their rights to both physical and psychological integrity; their right to non-interference in their
privacy or home; and, in some cases, their right to personal liberty and due process.

All the cases documented by Amnesty International were consistent in describing how the Venezuelan
state security forces acted indiscriminately and illegally and how this affected wide swathes of the po-
pulation, creating a climate of fear and distrust. Those affected consistently and repeatedly expressed
their fear of going to the authorities to request protection, justice and reparation for what had happened.

+P CFFKVKQP OWEJ QH VJG OCVGTKCN FCOCIG YKNN DG FKH,EWNV VQ T
Venezuela is currently experiencing.

The feelings of vulnerability that are experiencedby the victims of these violations is further heightened by
the institutional crisis triggered by the removal of the Attorney General and the nomination of a newone in a
move that has been criticized by a number of political and social actors. This has been another disinentive
HQT XKEVKOU VQ UGGM LWUVKEK®R EP FEDOREVYGKQPI CIQFIUX KVBIRBRD, QYKPI V
FGPEG KP VJG #VVQTPG[ )GPGTIC N6aAR T H | BLG FY BREKPMCGENXKKI Y UN KVI #0OPG

% 5VCVGOGPV IKXGP KP VJG .QU 8GTFGU TGUKFGPVKCN GUVCVG KP 'N 2CTCEUQ KP VJG .KDGTVCFQT OW
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$GVYGGP #RTKN CPF ,WN] VJG KNNGICN TCKFU CPF XKQNGPV CVVC
CEEQTFKPI VQ VJG ,PFKPIU QH VJKU RWDNKECVKQP 6JG XCUV OCLQTK
violations of the right to a private life, personal liberty and integrity, and due process.

These practices have been documented in the past, but they appear to have become more widespread
and far-reaching and to have become part of a policy of repression by the Venezuelan state.

In addition, the prevailing impunity and state complicity are perpetuating the patterns of arbitrary beha-
viour and abuses by the security forces and groups of armed civilians.

It is imperative that the Venezuelan state take the following measures in order to prevent these violations
from continuing:

Stop all searches by the security forces, both civil and military, in all states throughout Vene-
zuela unless they are based on written orders from the competent authorities and conform to
legal requirements.

Ensure that operations to maintain public order and security are undertaken exclusively by civil
security forces.

Stop, as a matter of urgency, the excessive use of force by state security forces.

Investigate and punish, through effective, impartial proceedings in a civil court, the actions
of groups of armed civilians, especially the attacks that have been reported against people’s
homes and residential areas.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL



+PXGUVKICVG CPF RWPKUJ VJTQWIJ GHHGEVKXG KORCTVKCN RT(
who carried out the illegal raids and criminal acts committed in this context, with a special

emphasis on violations of the right to physical integrity, a private life, due process and personal

liberty that occurred in the context of these operations.

Provide the necessary guarantees to ensure that investigations are impartial and do not put at
risk victims who are seeking justice and comprehensive reparations, including compensation
for the damage caused during raids and attacks.

Guarantee the rights to the inviolability of the home, to a private life, to physical integrity and
to liberty in the home of the people under its jurisdiction.

Release everyone who was arbitrarily detained unless there is a court order issued by a civil and
impartial court accusing them of a recognizably criminal offence.

Transfer the cases of all those detained during raids and demonstrations from the jurisdiction
of the military courts to the civil courts.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
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