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Croatia

Despite limited reforms in June, the guardianship system continues to deny roughly 18,000 persons with
disabilities the right to make decisions about their lives. Implementation of a 2011 deinstitutionalization plan
progressed slowly, with 554 people transitioned to community living, while more than 8,200 remained
institutionalized as of September.

Croatia’s constitution was amended in December 2013 to ban same-sex marriage following a referendum. In
July, Croatia’s parliament passed a law allowing civil partnership for same-sex couples.

In June, the ECtHR ruled that Croatia failed to investigate adequately the death of a Serb civilian killed by the
Croatian police during the 1991-1995 war. National courts have yet to address more than 200 war crimes
cases.

Serbs continued to face discrimination, with those stripped of tenancy rights during the war facing ongoing
difficulties benefitting from the 2010 government program that permits the purchase of property at below market
rates.

Harassment and discrimination against Roma continue, with stateless Roma facing particular difficulties
accessing basic state services such as health care, social assistance, or education.

The asylum and migration system remains inadequate. In the first half of 2014, there were 271 new
applications, and 19 people granted protection. Asylum seekers continue to be detained. Unaccompanied
children are placed in a residential home for children with behavior problems in Zagreb without adequate
guardianship.
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