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i The Observatory
¢ for the Protection
: of Human Rights Defenders

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders:
a joint programme of OMCT and FIDH

Created in 1997, the Observatory is an action programme based on the belief that strengthened
co-operation and solidarity with and among human rights defenders and their organisations will
contribute to break their isolation. It is also based on the absolute necessity to establish a system-
atic response from NGOs and the international community to the repression of which defenders
are victims. The Observatory's activities are based on consultation and co-operation with na-
tional, regional, and international non-governmental organisations.

With this aim, the Observatory operates the following actions:

e a mechanism of systematic alert of the international community on cases of harassment and
repression of human rights defenders, particularly when they require urgent intervention;
the observation of judicial proceedings, and whenever necessary, direct legal assistance;
international missions of investigation and solidarity;

a concrete material assistance aiming at ensuring the security of defenders victims of serious
violations of their rights;

the publication and world-wide dissemination of reports on violations of the rights and
freedoms of human rights defenders or organisations around the world, including its Annual
Report;

sustained action with the United Nations in particular with the Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights Defenders, as well as sustained lobbying with various regional and international inter-
governmental institutions.

To ensure its activities of alert and mobilisation, the Observatory has established a system of
communication devoted to defenders in danger.

Emergency Line:

Email: Appeals@fidh-omct.org

Tel: + 4122809 4939 Fax: +41 22 809 49 29 (OMCT)
Tel: + 33143555505 Fax: +33 1435518 80 (FIDH)

| FrontLine

PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

The International Foundation for

Front Line was founded in Dublin in 2001 with the specific aim of protecting human rights de-
fenders at risk, people who work, non-violently, for any or all of the rights enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Front Line aims to address the protection needs
identified by defenders themselves.

Front Line seeks to provide rapid and practical support to at-risk human rights defenders, includ-
ing through:
* international advocacy on behalf of human rights defenders at immediate risk;
e grants to pay for the practical security needs of human rights defenders;
¢ training and resource materials on security and protection, including digital security;
¢ rest and respite, including the Front Line Fellowship;
opportunities for networking and exchange between human rights defenders, including at the
biennial Dublin Platform;
the annual Front Line Award for Human Rights Defenders at Risk;
an emergency 24 hour phone line for human rights defenders operating in Arabic, English,
French, Spanish and Russian
In emergency situations Front Line can facilitate temporary relocation of human rights de-
fenders.

Front Line promotes strengthened international and regional measures to protect human rights
defenders including through support for the work of the UN Special Representative on Human
Rights Defenders. Front Line seeks to promote respect for the UN Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders.

Email: info@frontlinedefenders.org
Tel: +353 (0)1 212 3750 Fax: +353 (0)1 212 1001
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