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Morocco: Birth registration and issuance of birth certificates 

 

Introduction 

The following note describes the procedures of birth registration and issuance of 

the Moroccan birth certificates. 

 

The note also includes a description of the three different types of the Moroccan 

birth certificates: Acte de naissance (original birth certificate), Copie integral de 

l’acte de naissance (integral copy of the birth certificate), Extrait de l’acte de nais-

sance (extract of the birth certificate).  

 

The note is based on information obtained from meetings with Moroccan authori-

ties conducted in January 2023 in Rabat as well as open source material. 

 

The Moroccan civil registry: Etat Civil 

The Moroccan civil registry, called Etat Civil, consists of two registries: one for death 

registration and one for birth registration. The birth registry is divided in a paper-

based archive and a digital archive.1 Not all births are registered in the digital ar-

chive. However, in the future, the goal is for all births to be registered digitally.2 

 

There are more than 2.400 Etat Civil offices (administrative offices) in total in Mo-

rocco.3 

 

Birth registration 

In Morocco, birth registration is mandatory by law and a birth must be registered 

within 30 days after a child is born. Moroccans living abroad have one year to reg-

ister a birth. In the event that the registration takes place when the deadline has 

expired, the request for registration must be forwarded to the Family Court. The 

court decision is sent directly from the court to the Etat Civil. It does not appear on 

the birth certificate, if the birth is a late registration, but this information is register 

by Etat Civil.4 

  

                                                           
1 Landinfo (2016), p. 7. 
2 Division de l'Etat Civil, January 2023. 
3 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
4 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
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Registration of birth is free of charge except for the cost of a fiscal stamp, (timbre 

de fiscal) which costs less than one Euro. If the timeslot for birth registration is not 

upheld there is a small fee (not a fine), which is less than five Euros.5  

 

To register a birth, a note documenting the birth is required. The note must be sub-

mitted at the local Muqataa. The note can either be issued by a maternity clinic, 

the hospital or, in the case of a home birth, an authority referred to as qaïd or 

muqaddim.6 

 

The marriage certificate and ID cards of the parents are required when a birth is 

registered. The information on the ID card and the marriage certificate are com-

pared as a security precaution by an Etat Civil officer (elected officials) as the infor-

mation on the marriage certificate and on the ID cards has to be identical. The only 

required document when a child is born out of wedlock is the hospital note.7 

 

Special cases for birth registration 

If the father is unknown, the Etat Civil registers the birth with a fictitious first name 

for the father of the child. If a child is abandoned, the king’s prosecutor declares his 

birth. If the father recognises the fatherhood, his name can appear on the birth 

certificate. If he does not, he cannot be registered. Children abandoned on Moroc-

can ground, obtains Moroccan citizenship.  If the mother is not Moroccan and the 

father does not recognise the fatherhood, the child will have the mother’s citizen-

ship.8  

 

The three different types of the Moroccan birth certificates 

In Morocco, there are three different versions of the birth certificate used for dif-

ferent purposes and with different designs. The three types are: Birth certificate, 

integral copy and an extract of the birth certificate.9 

 

The birth certificate is the registration of a birth. The birth certificate is only availa-

ble for people employed at the Etat Civil and not used by citizens. A person who is 

registered in the Etat Civil register can get two different "versions" of the birth cer-

tificate, depending on what it will be used for: an integral copy of birth certificate 

(copie intégrale de l'acte de naissance) or an extract of the birth certificate (extrait 

de l’acte de naissance).10 

 

The birth certificate contains the data given at that time for registration. The birth 

certificate contains a geographical code from the Etat Civil office where the birth 

certificate is registered. The certificate also contains information about the officer 

who registered the birth certificate, information about the newborn; first name and 

                                                           
5 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
6 Landinfo, April 2023, p. 11-12. 
7 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
8 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
9 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
10 Landinfo, April 2023, p. 12- 13. 
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family name in both French and Arabic, gender, place of birth and name of the par-

ents in both French and Arabic.11  

 

The integral copy is a copy of the original birth certificate, but it contains more de-

tailed information about the registered person than the original birth certificate, 

and is a document continually updated. The document can contain information 

about marriage and divorce, and more information about the parents of the docu-

ment owner than registered at the birth certificate.12 

 

The extract of the birth certificate contains the document holder’s latest status. E.g. 

if a person changes his or hers family name, the extract will only display the new 

name. Contrary to the integral copy, which will show both the persons previous 

name, the new name, and the fact that a name change has taken place.13 

 

The most commonly used certificate is the extract of the birth certificate, which 

only contains the most resent registered information about the person. In some 

cases the integral copy is used e.g. if there is a different name on the persons pass-

port than on the extract. In that case, the person can be required to bring the inte-

gral copy as proof of identity.14 

 

Validity 

The integral copy and the extract of the birth certificate has a validity of three 

month. For Moroccans abroad, they have a validity of one year.15   

 

Application and issuance procedure of the integral copy and the extract 

The integral copy can be issued where one lives, thus making life easier for the cit-

izens as they do not have to travel to their place of birth to have the document 

issued.16  

 

The person who is allowed to have the extract or the integral copy  issued on behalf 

of the newborn is mentioned in the law. It is required that the person applying for 

a birth certificate is related with the person. The extract or integral copy cannot be 

issued to someone, who has no kinship with the person whom the birth certificate 

belongs to.17  

 

If the mother has to prove her kinship with the person whom the birth certificate 

belongs to, the birth certificate of the mother is required. If another family member 

than the mother has to prove kinship, the person have to bring the family book and 

an ID card of the applicant who is asking for the birth certificate.18  

 
                                                           
11 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
12 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
13 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
14 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
15 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
16 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
17 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
18 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
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Family book or ID card is enough to obtain one’s own birth certificate. On the ID 

card, the reference number of the birth certificate is mentioned.19 

 

The extract of the birth certificate can be applied for through the Electronic portal; 

www.watiqa.ma. When the birth certificate is delivered by post, the applicant 

needs to show their ID card for verification.20 

 

Layout of the birth certificate 

In the period 1915-2021, according to Moroccan law, the extract of the birth certif-

icate was green.21 The copy integral was A4 size and most often white, while the 

extract was smaller.22  

 

Since the law from 21. July 2021, the way the information is contained is different, 

but the design of the birth certificate is similar.23 NIDC is unaware of the exact dif-

ferences in the design. 

 

 
Image 1: The extract of the birth certificate (Extrait d’acte de naissance) 
(NIDC reference material) 

                                                           
19 Division de l'Etat Civil, January 2023. 
20 Division de l'Etat Civil, January 2023. 
21 Division de l'Etat Civil, January 2023. 
22 Landinfo, April 2023, p. 13. 
23 Division de l'Etat Civil, January 2023. 
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The text is in French and Arabic. By request, the birth certificate can have all the 

information in Arabic e.g., but the name and family name will always be in both 

languages.24 

 

If there is not any timbre de fiscal on the birth certificate, it does not mean that the 

document is not genuine. However, the document needs to be signed and stamped 

from the correct authority in order to be valid. The stamp of the authority does not 

go in a specific place on the document.25 

 

Among the information on the extract of the birth certificate, the persons civil and 

social digital identifier number (IDCS) is shown. This has been implemented with 

the new Moroccan financial law. Every Moroccan citizen is granted an IDCS number 

when they are born. The number is unique and randomly generated, and consists 

of 10 digits.26 

 

 
Image 2: Civil and social digital identifier (IDCS) on the extract of the birth certificate. (NIDC reference 
material)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
24 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
25 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
26 Division de l'Etat Civil, Rabat, January 2023. 
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