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Human Rights Watche welcomes Hhe opportunity to- contribute to-the Lt of
Issmnes L prepovation for tie thivd periodic review- of Hhe government of
Uzbekistow's compliance witiv the International Covenant on Cil and.
Political Rights (ICCPR).

The government of Uzbekiston hay token some steps to- adduress serions huumain
righty abuses n He couwntry since President Shavkat Mirziyoyenv came to-
power un September 2016. Approximately 50 people umprisoned on
politically motuated chorges howve been released and tirere Ly an
unereasingly vibrant media environment: ln some cases, Llocal officials were
held accomntable for abusive or corrupt actions:

However, the government remains largely awthoritourion and many
promising reforms contiunume to- exist ondy on paper. Thousands of people
remain i detention ow politically motivated charges. Wihile thve media
erwironment U the country has become more open and competitive, self-
censorsivip drivew by credible fear of reprisal for being too- critical or
reporting on Bsues deemed politically sensitive b st prevalent: n May
2019, Hhe government saio U was wnplocking access to- several webpsites that
had. beew blotked for many years, though many sites such ay that of tire
Uzbek service of Radio- Free Ewvope/Radio- Liberty remain blocked.

ln June 2018, the authorities adopted a new law- on NGOy that would relax
regutration procedunres. But the law- hhas yet to- be implemented. effectinely,
and. local officiols hoave reportedly disconraged Hhe regustration of new-
orgomnizations: They howve also- yet to- remove the borriers to- registrotion and
accredifotion of staff faced by uinternational hwmain righty organizations
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wio- were forced fo- discontunune Heir work un Uzbekiston following tie 2005
Andijon massacrre, uncluding Freedom House, the American Bar Association,
oo Human Rights Wateh.

Wihile there hay been significant progress achiened, forced labor un
Uzbekistonls cotton sector n 2018 contnumned despite a public decrree
proibiting forced moblization. The ILO estumates that approximately
170,000 adudty were forciply mobilized to- pick cotton n Hre flelds tn tire
2018 cotton picking season, wirile Hie Uzbek-German Forwm for Humain
Righty and the Cottone Campaign believe e numbers of Hiose mobilized

Corsersunal homosexnol relations continume to- be criminalized wnoer
Uzbekistols criminal low- and Hhe cowntry’s LGBTI population suffers from
deep-seated homophobia, persecution and discrumination

We would appreciate Uf the areas of concern conlol be reflected n Hre Uist of
usunes submitted to- e Government of Uzbekiston alhead of Uy review by the
Committee.

Article 7 — Prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

I November 2017, Uzbekistonwy Presioent Shavkat Mirziyoyev- signed a
decree proiibpiting the cowrts from wsing evidence optouned Hwoughh torture,
ond requiving all legal decisions be based ondy on evidence confirmed
during trial. The decree, witicie came unto- force unv Marcie 201 8, states that
prosecutory will be reguined to- check wihetiver physical or psychological
pressnre way exeirted on o defendant or Hheir relatives: If enforced, e decree
coudd be an effective fool v helping fo- prevent torture and otiver UL~
treatment i detention n Uzbekiston.

However, many of the thowsands of undividunals st detained on politically
motivated. charges have been subpjected to- Ul-treatment, torture, and terrible
conditiony of detention. lmpunity largely persists and Hre Uzbek government
needs to- take credible steps to- implement independent and umpairtial
mechanisms to- wwestigate allegations of torture and bring perpetrators to-
jwstice:. Furthvermore, tive Uzbek government lvay not ratified the Optional
Protocol to- e Covwention against Torture (OPCAT) and lhay not yet allowed
the International Committee of tie Red Cross (ICRC) to- corry owt



wndependent monitoring of Uzbekistonw s prisons and places of detention
since UF suspended Uy moniforing of facilities un 2013.

Some cases inclunde

o Kadyr Ywspov, 67, who served asy He country’s head of mission to-tihe
Organization for Security and Co—operation un Europe (OSCE), among
other positlons. On Decembper 10, 2018, Uzbekiston’y State Security
Services detained Ywsmupov from o hospital bed i Toshkents
Republican Scientific Center for Emergency Medicine on charges later
annonnceds as treason (article 157 of the criminal code). He has been
held at the prefrial detention facility of Hhe State Secwrity Services
ever since: Yusupov's relatives told Human Rights Watche Hiat;
December 10, 2018, Yusupov was a victuw of psychologleal torture
that consisted of multiple daily Hheaty of physical, inclinding sexaal
volence, against him and. iy family. Yuwsupov's trial, wirich began un
Tashkent onw June 23, 2019, way closed to- He public, uinclnding even
hiy fomily members, ot Hhe time of Hs sipmission.

o Sald-Abdulaziz Yuwsupov, director of the pubplic foundation for the
support and development of print medio and information agencies. On
May 10, 2019, Uzbek awnthorities arrested him on frauwd charges: Hiy
wife DUfuza Yusupove told Radio- Free Euvope o May 12 tHhat tHhe
Ywinnsohoo. district covnrt had ordered iy detention for 10 days but
that the detention would Likely be extended for the period of the
Ywsupov- b stUl i pre~trial detention: Yusupova sald that her
hwshand suffery from deep-vein thurombosis and wrgently reguives
medical core. Yusupovis brotiver released a video of Yvsupoyv wirere e
declares that the current case against hisn iy retaliation for his
peaceful jorrnalistic work and support for Hhe reform agenda of
President Mirziyoyes:

o  Rashitjon Kadivoy and Co-Defendantsy. Human Rigivlsy Wateh and
otiher organisotions raised serions concernsy i May 2019 over
allegations Hhat Rashitjon Kadivov, former Prosecwtor General of
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Uzbekistan, and twelve co—-defendanty may have heen tortuared and
suffered other forms of Ul-treatment v custody. The triad of Kadirov
andl iy co—defendantsy began bejind closed doory on 7 Janmumary 2019
e Yuwnwsabad Dustrict Criminal Cownrt: Kadivov- has been clhrargeo
wnder 12 articles of tive Criminal Code for offenses inclunding froumd,
bribery and embpezzlement: Credible reporty undicote that he was
subjected to- psychological abuwse including deotiv Hureats, sleep
deprvation and thueaty against hus relatives, to- force him to-
uncruminate himself. ln April 2019, a judge ruled Hivat all co-
defendanty should wndergo- o medical exomunation to- ascertoin
wietiver they had beew tortured, but rights growps remain concerned
abowt statements by tive Prosecutor General'y Office asserting that
forensic-medical examinationy conduneted: i the course of
statements diol not provide any furtiver detail. Suev o response cannot
be regaroed ay an independent and lmpairtial uwestigation of He
releyandt allegations.

Deativ i Custody of lUroww [hodov- and [UW-Treatment of Radim [bodoy:
[Urom and Ralim Ibodov, two- brotivery wivo- used to- run a business un
Bukiara, were arrested. unv August 2015 by the State Secwrity Service
(SGB) after they refused to- pay bripes to- officialy and Hureatened to- file
official complaints about extortion and racketeering. The surviving
brotiver Rahim told relatives tivat during that tume they were severely
beaten repeateddy by four otiver cell mates on the encowragement of
law- enforcement officials: Two- days after Hheir conwvietion, Rajum
Ibodlov- witnessed his brotiver being beatew to- deativ by Huree officers he
kinew- becawse tivey had for several yeary extorted bribes from Hem.
When Hre family received [Urom hodov's body from the autivorities,
the aunthorities wrged tive family to- bury U tive next day; the deativ
certificate they received indicated a heort attock as caunse of deatin.

Bopowwurodk Abduwdhaey: I May 2018, following a trial observed by

Jowrnalisty and hmain righty monitors, a comrt condiflonally released
but sHUL fined independent jovurnalist Bohpomuprod Abdullaey wiro- hhad
been detnined in September 2017 ands Hhen allegedly tortured in pre-



https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/11/28/uzbekistan-investigate-death-custody-torture
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trial detention on charges of attempting to- overthurow thve government
Wihile Hre trial set a precedent for Uy degrree of openness and
travsporency, aunthvorities howve not bwestigated Abdudlae’s credible
allegations of senvere torture. He lvas also- reported being subjected to-
surveillance by security services on several occasions since tive trial
and iy release.

The Human Rights Committee showdd:

o Ask the government of Uzbekistan to- provide information on any
meosure taken to- ensure prompt;, thoroughv and umportial
wwestigationy are carried out into- all deativy n custody as well agy all
oallegations of torture and U~treatment un ol the above-listed cases
and otiers examined by tihe Committee;

o Ask the government of Uzbekiston to- inform about measres taken to-
unplement the recommendations of the UN special rapportevns on
torture based on iy visity to- the country un 2002 and tire
recommendationy of the Committee Against Torture, whose restew
seheduled to- take place un Novembper 201.9;

o Urge the government to- publicly acknowledge thve scope and graaity of
the problem of torture in Uzbekistan and meaningfully investigate all
allegations of torture;

o Urge the government to- ratify He Optional Protocol to- e Conwention
against Torture (OPCAT);

o Ask the government of Uzbekistow about steps taken towards the
dosre of the Jaslyk prisow colony, and the resumption of prisow visity
by the lnternational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), discontinmed.
siince 2013,

Article 8: Forced or compulsory labor

Forced labor persisty un Uzbekistouy cotton sector un 2018, despite the
government foking measuires to- enforce o public decree proivibiting the
forced. mohbilization of public sector workers, including teackhers, medical

ln October, Hhe Presioent dismissed the deputy prime minister Zoyr
Mirzayey after an image appeared on social media of local officials and


https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/16/forced-labor-lives-uzbekistans-cotton-fields

formery apparently being forced to- stond kinee-deep v the cold water of an
Urrigation ditche Murzayev way present wiven an officiol punished He men
for poor harvest resudts, prompting online anger ot tHheir humidiation. An
eyewitness told Radio- Free Ewvope’s Uzbek service that the official hao
“berated the men, saying ‘Uf yow cant woter Hhe wieat; then 'L water you! -
thew forced Hhem untfo- the diteh, wiere they remained for half an howr for
folling to- water tive wieat flelds on time.”’ At the saome tfime, a sociol meddio
compaign begon wirere Facehook wsers posted. plhotograpiy of themselyves
standing n rrigation ditehesy un order to- ralse awareness of Hie abpuse.
Mirzoyen was reappointed to-a lesser positlow of the head of a district n the
Jizzak reglow several weeks loter.

Variows auntivorities contumned to- mobilize some public sector workers,

students and employeey of private businesses to- piek cotton on Hureat of
punishument or Loss of employment: ln variows reglony suciv asy Klhorezm,
public sector workersy were forced to- sign forms that they wowld pick a

The International Labouwr Organizotion, witich found Hhat over 170,000
persovns had picked cottore vwoluntardy duriung tive 2018 harvest; continued
to- conduet monitoring n tive country’s cotton flelds: It excluoed from Uty
monitoring teamy officiols from Uzbekistanws state-aligned Federation of
Trade Uniong, wihose participation Un previons moniforing led fo- concerny
that the moniforing may howve not been genuminely undependent.

The Human Rights Commdittee should:

o Ask tire government of Uzbekistan to- confurm iy intent to- fully abolisiv
the practice of forced labor, and to- provide information on te plans
compudsory labour un the country’s cotton flelols;

o Urge the government of Uzbekiston to- provide information on how- uf
intendy to- hvold accowntabple local anthorities that mobilize public
sector workers and. students ov tweot of punisivment; as port of
measures to- fully abolishv e practice of forced labor un cotton flelos.

Article 9: Right to liberty and continued use of politically-motivated imprisonment
Autiorities hawe released approximately SO personsy umprisoned on
politically motivated charges since Septembper 2016, inclunding hauwman



righty activistsy Akzam Tuwrgunov,, Melurinisso and Zulhwumor Hamdamova,
Isroljon Kholdorov, Gaybullo Jalilov, Cihrnyain Mamatkudov, Fadridoin
Taer and. jovrnalistsy Gayrot Mkidiboer, Yusuf Ruzimuradov ano

D Umuirodl Saidov:

Wihile tie releases raised hopes tivat the Uzbek government was making
efforty to- reform, auntirvorities did not provide persons released on polifically
motwvated charges withv avenues for legal redaress, unclnding overturning
wnlawful commwictions, nor access to- adequate medical treatment: Rights
actvisty also- urged. Hhe government to- amend Uy criminal code provisions
relating to- extremism that are commondy wsed. to- criminalize dissent
(articles 159, 216, 244 -1, and 244 -2 of the Criminal Code), and bring
them unto- compliance witiv Uzbekiston’y unternational hwmain rights

ln Mavcle 201 8, antivorities tolol Human Rigits Wateh that Hiey had stopped
wsing Article 221 of Uzbekistanwy Criminal Code regarding “violations of
prison rules’’ to- avbitrardy extend tihe sentences of political prisoners. They
howve also- reportedly released from prison hundreds of “ndependent’
Muslims— ndinidunaly wiro- proctice [slam outside strict state controls—but
M ot provide access to- a list of all persons serving sentences ow charges of
extremism to- verify wio- had been released or not:

Thowsandy of individuals imprisoned on polifically motivated crarges
remaimn belind bars. Among tHhem are scholorsy Andirer Kubatin, Akrom
Malikov, Rustom Abdumannapovs Mirsohir Hamidkariev, a fuun producer;
Aramailsy Avokyon, a fuhermon; Rudlddin Fauiddinoy- (Fadwruwtdinov), an
wndependent cleric; Ravshan Kosimovs, Viktor Shim, and. Alisiher Achildies
soldiersy; and Kadyr Yusupov, the retired Uzbek diplomat wiose case iy noteo
above. Some of Hem, ncluding Kubatin, Faluriddinov, and Yusupov- have
beew victumy of torture.

Ay noted abpove, uv December 2018, Uzbek secnrity sevvices detained Kadyr

Ywsupov, on charges of treason (Article 157) after he had been admitted to-a
Tashkent hospital for treatment concerning mental ddness and held him un
ncommunicado detention from December thiough April. Secunrity service

officialy denied Yusmpov- access to- iy attorney, Alan Pashkovikiy, and his
family wintll rights growps and journalists begon to- opendy raise his case v
the media. The basis for the charges against Yuwsupov- Uy wnclear and sexeral



credible sowrces hae tolo Human Rights Watch they believe the case is
politically -motivated. Ywsmpovis triel, wirvichv began n Tashkent o June 23,
20149, way closed at He time of Hhisy submission: Even Yusupov’s relatives are
not allowed to- attend e trial.

The Human Rights Commdittee should:

o Urge the Government of Uzbekistan to- release all indiatdumals
defained on politically motwvated chharges, among them (See also-
Annew for more detall):

o Ruddddin Fodwiddinoy, former cleric, sentenced to- 17 yeary
i prison i 2007, subpfected to- tortuae, transferred to- Lesser
strict prison colony n spring 201.9;

o Andrel Kubatin, sentenced to- 11 yearsy by a midifary comrt un
Decenmber 2017 and subpfected. to- tortuare;

o Ranshan Kosimov, a soldier, sentenced un 2008 on
politically -motwvated charges of treason and subjected to-
torture;

o Kadyr Yusupov, o retivred Uzbek diplomat, on trial on
dunplowy treason charges, and subjected to- psychological
torture duwring iy detention commencing i December 2018.

o Ask the Government of Uzbekiston about measinres U plans to-
tfake to- provide those recently released witiv legal relvablitotion,
overturn uwnsound conwictions, and ensure access to- adeqguate
medicol treatment;

o Ask the government of Uzbekiston to- provide a List of detoimnees
sentenced under the extremism provisiow of the criminal code
ande wihat meosures Uy plany to- take to- ensware the release of
everyone sl tmprisoned on polifically motivated charges

o Ask the government of Uzbekistou to- provide a defailed tumeline
on plany to- amend Hre crumunal code provisions o extremism fo-
prevent arbitrory and abusinve prosecwtions, and repeal
provisiony allowing for arbitrary extension of sentfences of
political prisoners.

Articles 19 - Ryt to- freedomw of expression



Freedowm of speeci and of Hie press hhave improved uwnoder Murziyoyenv bt
remain restrictec. Withv 56 percent of tive population under 30 years old and
wnereasing nuwmbers of mobile infernet wsers, botiv Uzbek and Russian~
language online media are experiencing a period of growtiv and change. The
president has wrged e medio not to- hold back wv addressing urgent social
Uses: Some journalisty are now- covering sensitive ssues such as forced labor
and corruption that were previowsly taboo, helping bring to-the fore cases of

Yet much of the media remained wnder state control, and self-censorvsiiip s
common. Journalisty acknowledged to- Human Rights Watehe a tendency to-
self-censor, wnclear wivere Hhe “red lines’’ are. In May 2019, tie government
soide U was unplocking access to- several critical websites that had been
blocked for many years, including the websites of Volce of Americo, Amnesty
International, Ewrosianet, and. Human Righty Watchh but access to- a Lot of
Hie nternet remaing blocked, uncluding most notably Ozodlik, Hie Uzbek
service of Radio Free Ewrope, Hie Uzbek-German Forum for Human Rights,
and Eltuz.com, an independent media outlet: ln June and July 2018,
several ploneering local online outlets such ay kuniz, xabar iz, onod
galamypiy. iz, were wnovoilaiple for a periods and, Hen came back online.
Facebook and YouTube were blocked. for periods uin August Huroughv
November 20138.

Covrespondenty from the Voice of America, BBC Uzbek and. Ewrasianesthove
received. accredifotion to- report wuside Uzbekiston. But Radio Free Ewvope
remained. unable to- operate v Uzbekistan. ln September 2018, authorities
defoined ot least eighht conservative bloggers, allegedly for their views
aduotating a greater role for Iskam in Uzbek society. Aunthorities denied
senverol of themw access to- lawyery and, sentenced some up to- 15 dayy of

On May 10, 2019, Uzbek aunthorities arrested Salo-Abdulaziz Yusupovs,
Mrector of the public foundation for He support and development of print
media and. information agencies on fraud. charges. His wife Dlfuza
Ywsupove told Radio- Free Ewvope on May 12 that Hhe Yunwsoboo district
cownrt had ovdered iy detention for 10 days but that Hhe detention woulol
Uikely be extended for the period of Hie awtrorities bnwestigation. Yusupov’s
detention was subsequently extended and he Uy UL n custody ot Hhe Hme of
Huls submission: Ywsupova sald Hiot her hnshand, suffery from deep—vein



Hurombosls and urgently requives medical care. Yusupov's brotiver released a
video of Yusupov- recoroed earlier wirere e declares Hat the current case
agoivst i e refoliation for vy peacefuld journalistie work and support for
the reform agenda of President Mirziyoyen:

The Human Rights Committee shouwlds:

o Ask the government of Uzbekistan wiry access to- some national
ands international news and otiver websites continumes to- be
blocked un the cowntry;

o Urge Hhe government of Uzbekiston to- end tie blocking of access
to- all indlependent websites such as tive Uzbek~German Foruwm
for Human Rights and www=ozoddik.org, He Uzbek service of
Radio- Free Ewrope.

Articles 21 and 22 — Righty to- freedom of association and peaceful
assembly

Authorities have slightly relaxed restrictions on Hie holding of modest
peaceful demonstrotions: But several porticiponts v small-seale
demovstrotions held near the presidents residence or the Prosector-
General’y office were detoined. For example, i July 2018, a growe of 30
women were detained outside the presidents residence during a peaceful
protest: St of the 30 were charrged withv “hooliganism’ and held for ten
days.

ln June 2018, Hre Justice Mnistry annouwnced. a new- law- one NGOy Hhat
wowld relax procedures for regustration, uincluding by eliminating tie
requirement thoat NGOy receive and hold funds in ondy two- state-approved
banks. The NGO law- also- purported to- overturn the June 2015 law-that
severely restricted NGO activities by requining organizotions to- receive
meeting. However, even under Hie amendiments registered NGOy are sHUL
requinred to- provide adyounced. notice before holding eventy or meetings and.
cvil sotlety activisty reported that during the year the law- was not
effectively umplemented. They reported that local Justice Ministry officials
haae dsconraged te regustration of new- ovrgonizotions that focuns o
politically -sensitive Usunes:


http://www.ozodlik.org/

I August; the Justice Mnistry regustered the Americon edicational
exchangesy NGO ACCELS —the furst American NGO to- receive regustration un
15 years.

Huwman Rights Watch renewed. ity on~tre-ground researciv un Uzbekiston un
August 2017, after yearsy of being prevented from operoting un Hhe country.
Wihile able to- freely visit the country and conduct researciv, Human Rights
Watth remained unable to- register due to-a 2011 Supreme Covart decision
wiich remained U effect

In June 2019, Human Rights Watehe researciher Steve Swerdlow was tve
toarget of an aggressive verbal attack by a video blogger and four otiver people
wivile onw a visit to- Uzbekiston to- bwestigate o righty abuses. The attock
appeors to- be part of a wider swmear campaign agoinst Human Rights Watein,
othher o righty actvists, and journalists un Uzbekiston. Human Rights
Watthv s very concerned ot Hie signal this incident sends to- civil society,
uncluding humain righty defendery and journalists.

The Human Rights Committee shoudd:

o Ask the government of Uzbekisto to- update the Committee on
the regutration of independent hnmain rights organisations
the country and e regustration of international huwmai righty
group;

o Ask the government of Uzbekiston how- it plany to- resolve tive
obstacles for Hhe regUstration of Human Rights Watehy

o Urge tie government of Uzbekistan to- fully umplement the new-
law- onv NGOy tirat relaxes regustrotion and otiver procedures ono
ease the regustration and aceredifotion for intfernational NGOy,
uncluding Human Rightsy Watehy;

o Urge Hhe government to- protect free ypeecih wirile also- faking steps
to- protfect the right of independent hauman rights growps to-
operate U a safe enwironment; free of infumidation, on—-ano-
offline.






Anneyx 1

Profules of thwee of the undividunals detoined on
politically motuated cihharges: Ruhiddin
Foluwriddinov, Andrer Kubatun and Roashan
Kosumov

Ruiddin Falriddinov- (also- spelled Falurutdinov un some docwmenty),
wndependent religlons believer and former deric: Born i 1967. Kidnapped
fromv southern Kazakistoun on Novembper 24, 2005. Cirarged witiv 22 vorlowns
crimes, among them terrorism, sabotage, orgonizotion of Wegal religlows
groups, activity againsgt the constitution, and the dissemination of materials
that thureaten state secunrity. Sentenced: September 15, 2007; 17 years (but
possibly extended for “violations of prison regime’’).

Move information: “Until the Very End?’ — Politically Motivation
lmprusonment i Uzbekiston, Human Righvts Wate, 2014 (page 67)

Andrer Kubatin, an academic, senior wstructor at Toasihkent Stote nstitute
for Eastern Studies and an expert on Central Asiom, lranian ond. Tuwrkic
peoples and history, was conwicted of treason and sentenced to- 11 yeary
umprisonment by a Tasikent militory couwnrt un December 2017. Human
Righty Watehv hay docvwmented torture in Kubatunds case and has verifled
claims that iy case s politically motivated. Hi “crime’’ was shairing
publicly availabple historical documents withv a Twrkishv cultural attacié.
More information: “Yow Con’t See Thewm, but They're Alwayy There’’ -
Censorship and Freedowm of Hhe Medior in Uzbekiston, Human Rights Watehn,
Mavci 2018 (page 25)

Ravshan Kosimov, a former soldier, was sentenced wnjustly to- treason
charges in 2008. Kosimov- had. been a promising youwng army cadet wiren he
was sent to- e United States for a prestigions excihange progrom. Higy brief
ossotiation withv the West cost v deoarly wiren e returned to- Uzbekiston.
He was promptly arrested, tortuaed, and accused of and sentenced for treason
for no- other reason than hanving spent time un Hhe United States: Human
Righty Wateiv hay docuwmented torture in Kosimov'y case and hay verifieod
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More information: “Beyond Somorkond: Con Uzbekiston Twrn Ity Nascent
Reform Efforty unfo- o Cleor Breok witiv ity Brufol Post?’ Loy Angeles Reavtew-
of Books, Marcihv 2019
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