| FLYGTNINGENAVNET | 267

Flygtningenesevnets baggrundsmateriale

Bilagsnr.: 267

Land: Uganda

Kilde: Minority Rights Group International

Titel: State of the World's Minorities and Indigenous
Peoples 2014 — Uganda

Udgivet: 3.juli 2014

Optaget pa

. 9. september 2014
baggrundsmaterialet:

»  Flygtningenaevnet « Adelgade 11-13 « DK-1304 Kgbenhavn K
Telefon +45 3392 3334 « Fax +45 3920 4505 « E-mail fln@inm.dk « www.fln.dk



Refworld | State of the World's Minorities and I ndigenous Peoples 2014 - Uganda Sidelaf 2

irefworld (UNHCR

State of the World's Minorities and
| ndigenous Peoples 2014 - Uganda

Publisher Minority Rights Group International

Publication
Date 3 July 2014

Minority Rights Group International, Sate of the World's Minorities and Indigenous
Citeas Peoples 2014 - Uganda, 3 July 2014, available at:
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53ba8dchd.html [accessed 1 September 2014]

Thisisnot aUNHCR publication. UNHCR is not responsible for, nor does it
necessarily endorse, its content. Any views expressed are solely those of the author
or publisher and do not necessarily reflect those of UNHCR, the United Nations or
its Member States.

Disclaimer

During 2013 Uganda's political situation remained relatively unchanged, with Y oweri Museveni
still in power and Uganda contributing troops to peacekeeping effortsin Somalia. Qil findsin the
country remained a major issue, with ongoing concerns about management of the oil sector and
the impacts on communities.

Uganda's ethnic minority groups and indigenous peoples, such as Batwa, Karamgjong, Nubians,
Ugandan Asians and others, have reported for many years that they are targets of hate speech and
hate crimes on the basis of their culture and ethnicity. Ugandan Batwa are regularly portrayed as
poachers or destroyers of the Ugandan forests, despite their long history of stewardship. Such
stereotypes are used by state actors and neighbouring communities to justify evictions of Batwa
from their traditional lands. Batwawomen in Uganda are the subject of multiple stereotypes,
including the myth that having sex with a M utwawoman can cure certain ailments, including
HIV.

Uganda's Penal Code prohibits 'promotion of sectarianism’ which can be interpreted as a
prohibition of hate speech. According to section 41(1), a person engages in the prohibited action
when that individual:

‘prints, publishes, makes or utters any statement or does any act which islikely to (a)
degrade, revile or expose to hatred or contempt; (b) create alienation or despondency
of; (c) raise discontent or disaffection among; or (d) promote, in any other way,
feelings of ill will or hostility among or against, any group or body of persons on
account of religion, tribe or ethnic or regional origin commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.'

However, Ugandan laws that could curb denigrating speech and other discriminatory practices are
often in practice not being used to protect minority and indigenous rights.

With limited avenues for legal redress, Ugandan minority and indigenous communities have
adopted other avenues of recourse. Batwa communities in Uganda have created drama
programmes that highlight common stereotypes about Batwa and work to counteract them. For
example, severa internationa partners worked with Batwa in Kabale district of Ugandato create

http://refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis'vtx/rwmai n?page=printdoc& docid=53ba8dcbd 01-09-2014



Refworld | State of the World's Minorities and I ndigenous Peoples 2014 - Uganda Side2af 2

an educational play and video caled Neitwe Tury'abantu, or 'We are People Too' in an attempt to
dispel the stereotype of Batwa as sub-human.
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