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Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria
in December 2022

l. Introduction and Methodology:

Syria has seen an unprecedented number of violations since the start of the popular uprising for democ-
racy in March 2011. Extrajudicial killings, arrests, torture, and enforced disappearances are at the forefront
of the violations which the Syrian people have endured for over a decade. While the Syrian regime and
its affiliated militias were the sole perpetrators of these violations for the first seven months or so of the
uprising, other parties subsequently joined in, perpetrating their share of human rights violations against
Syrians. The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) has been documenting human rights violations, to
the best of our abilities since the earliest days in 2011. In 2012 and 2013, as the numbers of human rights
violations rose sharply, our team was confronted with the need to release periodic monthly reports, in
order to highlight the continued suffering of the Syrian people. We started releasing eight reports each
month, and, in tandem with this, created a large database containing hundreds of thousands of incidents

sorted into the various categories of violations that emerged during our documentation work.

By the end of 2018, however, the level of violence had fallen to some degree, prompting another change
in our reporting strategy. At this point, we opted for releasing one monthly report detailing the most
notable human rights violations in Syria that we were able to document in the previous month. As such,
this report focuses on the human rights situation in Syria for 2022, including December. In the report we
summarize the civilian deaths we have documented in the past month at the hands of the parties to the
conflict and the controlling parties, as well as providing details of the numbers of arrests and enforced
disappearances for the same period. The report also sheds light on the attacks on vital facilities that our
team was able to document this month. For a detailed explanation of our methodology, please visit the

following link.

This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the violations
that occurred. Also, it doesn't include any analysis of the profound social, economic, and psychological

ramifications of these events.


http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
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Il. Brief on December’s Most Notable Developments

Bombings and military operations

December saw a relative decline in the frequency of artillery attacks by Syrian regime forces on the Idlib
region in northwestern Syria. We documented sporadic attacks targeting the villages and towns of Jabal
al-Zawiya in the southern Idlib suburbs and western Aleppo suburbs, as well as in Sahl al-Ghab in the west-
ern Hama suburbs and in the northern Latakia suburbs, which are in close proximity to the dividing lines
with the armed opposition’s territories. Furthermore, we documented attacks on villages and towns in
the western Idlib suburbs far from the dividing lines, in one of which a guided missile hit a home housing

an IDP family in the village of Obinin, western Idlib, killing three civilians, including one child, on December

2. In another guided missile attack, on December 27, the perpetrators targeted a group of civilians col-

lecting firewood in agricultural land near al-Tuffahiya village, northern Latakia, killing one civilian.

In Southern Syria, protesters held a demonstration on December 4 in Suwayda city condemning the
poor living conditions, with some protesters called for the ousting of the regime. On arriving at the build-
ing housing the governorate administration, which is affiliated with the Syrian regime government, the
protesters were confronted by regime troops firing guns in the air to scare and intimidate those partici-
pating in the demonstration. Despite this effort to subjugate them, the protestors stormed the building
and destroyed pictures of the head of the Syrian regime, Bashar Assad. In response, the regime security

forces fired directly at the protestors, killing one civilian, and injuring 18 others. The Syrian regime’s Min-

istry of Interior released a statement on the same day that was published on its official Facebook page,
in which it accused ‘outlaws’ of breaking into the government building and opening fire, killing one police
officer, and injuring several civilians. The Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor released a statement address-

ing the incident on December 6, in which the group stressed that “Syria's security forces and army, as

well as allied militia, have used brutal methods to suppress the popular protests that began in March

2011, resulting in thousands of deaths and injuries among unarmed peaceful protestors.” The statement

noted that the Syrian regime and its apparatuses classify all forms of protests and expressions of dissent
as acts of treason and dishonor in attempt to legitimize and rationalize the regime’'s own acts of violent

repression.

In Daraa governorate, the last week of December saw multiple demonstrations in the cities of Dael, San-
amayn, and Jasim in northern Daraa, and the towns of Tal Shehab and Mzayreeb in western Daraa in the
aftermath of the Syrian regime’s arrest of a woman in al-N'iema town, with the protestors calling for her

release.


https://news.snhr.org/?p=108978
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109431
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109011
https://m.facebook.com/syrianmoi/photos/a.270952493289282/1785143705203479/
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/5474/Syria:-Protestors%E2%80%99-transgressions-do-not-justify-state-sanctioned-violence-in-As-Suwayda,-legitimate-demands-must-be-met
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Since the beginning of December, the Syrian regime’s Fourth Division has been deploying reinforcements
in the vicinity of the neighborhoods of al-Ashrafiya and al-Sheikh Magsoud in Aleppo city, as well as in
the areas of al-Shahba in northern Aleppo, which are under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF), effectively enforcing a siege on the area. The regime forces have blocked the passage of food and
fuels, and imposed fees on civilians, while also seizing sums of money from civilians and merchants over
disputes concerning the transfer of fuel from the SDF-controlled territories to those controlled by the
Syrian regime’, causing a price hike for heating materials on the local ‘black market'! which is operated
by smugglers from the Syrian regime-controlled areas. One liter of black market diesel costs as much as
9,000 S.P. (approximately $3.60), while one ton of firewood costs about 800,000 S.P. (approximately
$318.40)

In December, the SDF continued their ground-based attacks on the northern and eastern Aleppo sub-
urbs, with no civilian deaths documented. The same area was also the target of ground-based attacks
by Syrian regime forces. A girl was killed on December 14 in one of the regime’s artillery attacks by when
forces stationed in the area of Jabal al-Sheikh Agil in western Aleppo, fired multiple shells at Fafertin vil-

lage, which is administratively affiliated with Afrin city in northern Aleppo.

On December 29, the SDF's official website announced the launch of a new security operation code-
named, ‘Al Jazira Thunderbolt’, which involves the group’'s internal security forces in northern and eastern
Syria coordinating with international coalition forces, to eliminate ISIS cells responsible for carrying out
attacks against al-Hawl Camp, Hasaka, and southern Qameshli over the past few months. Dozens of ISIS
affiliates have been arrested in connection with the operation, with these forces announcing a state of
emergency and imposing a curfew in Ragqga city since December 26, in response to an attack on the same
day by unidentified gunmen believed to be ISIS affiliates that targeted an SDF center in Ragqga city, killing

six SDF personnel.

Also in December, there were a number of ground-based attacks by Turkish forces and armed opposition
factions/Syrian National Army (SNA) on the different areas under the control of the SDF in northern
Aleppo suburbs, and the areas of Manbej and Ein al-Arab in eastern Aleppo suburbs. On the subject of
explosions, in December we documented explosions of IED and remnants from previous bombardment
in the governorates of Daraa, Hasaka, and Deir Ez-Zour. In one of these cases, munitions from previous
bombardment whose source we have so far been unable to identify exploded in agricultural land near
al-Karak village in eastern Daraa on December 14, killing one child and wounding four others. On Decem-

ber 30, 10 civilian workers were killed by the the explosion of a number of IEDs, followed by shooting by

gunmen who we have so far been unable to identify, who fired on two busses transporting workers to the

al-Taym Qil Field in Deir Ez-Zour suburbs.

TAterm referring to business transactions that evade tax laws and trade regulations. Goods sold on the black market are often smuggled, meaning they reach the market without being registered by official agencies, such as
customs authorities.


https://news.snhr.org/?p=109195
https://sdf-press.com/?p=39277
https://www.alkhabour.com/ar/news/single/2516/%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A9_%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%80%D9%84%D9%89_%D9%85%D9%86_%D8%A8_%D9%8A_%D8%AF_%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85_%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%80%D9%80%D9%84%D8%AD_%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89_%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1_%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A_%D9%81%D9%8A_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9
https://www.alkhabour.com/ar/news/single/2516/%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A9_%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%80%D9%84%D9%89_%D9%85%D9%86_%D8%A8_%D9%8A_%D8%AF_%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85_%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%80%D9%80%D9%84%D8%AD_%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89_%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1_%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A_%D9%81%D9%8A_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A9
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109200
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109550

b

Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria
in December 2022

Landmines claimed more civilians lives across Syria in December, mostly in Hama governorate. On De-

cember 28, a landmine exploded near shepherds in eastern Hama, killing four civilians and injuring three

others. In December, a total of six civilians, including two children, were killed by landmines, bringing

2022's total civilian death toll from landmines to 128, including 69 children and nine women.

December also saw more assassinations of civilians at the hands of gunmen we have so far been unable

to identify in various governorates and areas across Syria. The assassinations documented in December

were concentrated in the governorates of Daraa and Deir Ez-Zour. On December 17, two women's bodies

were found on the outskirts of Soor city in northern Deir Ez-Zour, with both bearing gunshot wounds and

signs of torture.

On December 19, the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA), the official Syrian regime state news agency,

reported that the Israel Air Force had targeted multiple points in the vicinity of Damascus in a missile

attack, injuring two Syrian regime servicemen, and causing material damage.

Living and Security Conditions
December saw unprecedented deterioration across the economic, living, and service sectors in the Syr-

ian regime’s territories. Fuel prices increased again, with the regime’s Tishreen Newspaper reporting on

December 5 that the regime’s Ministry of Internal Trade and consumer Protection has further increased
the prices per liter of industrial and commercial diesel, and petrol intended for commercial activities,
which are sold through the state BS to 5,400 S.P. and 4,900 S.P. respectively. The price hike of the al-

ready-scarce fuel resources, along with the Syrian regime’s government reductions in subsidies on those

resources in its territories, have affected all aspects of life and exacerbated the burdens on civilians in

those areas. For instance, rising transportation costs led to a 100 percent increase in vegetable prices in

the first week of December according to a report published by the pro-regime al-Watan Newspaper on
December 11. Furthermore, public and private transport services effectively stopped working, with some
companies reducing the frequency of their trips, while other suspended operations altogether in light of
the shortage of fuel, with the travel network coming to an almost complete halt. On December 12, the

pro-regime al-Watan Newspaper reported that many bakeries selling bread in Damascus city had ceased

working due to the lack of fuel needed for their operations. The newspaper reported that, as of Decem-
ber 12, the bakeries had not received any diesel since the start of December. The same also applies to pas-

try shops and confectionery bakeries, the report added, with one liter of diesel costing over 12,000 S.P..


https://news.sn4hr.org/tag/mines/
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109492
https://news.sn4hr.org/tag/assassination
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109289
https://www.sana.sy/?p=1806277
https://www.facebook.com/AlWatanNewspaper.sy/posts/pfbid0oncDvvDuJTZvroqo1Me94BRKSeQVEHZNdeJUZGNfFMPQD1BJrKGLiZJEkYdH1pdjl?__cft__[0]=AZUVMuQKpq-k6NgGUjkxWfG-b8TJOSjY9ubyKhAENldcNApvxzXwarEQqcEQcYDzx_IRTfK4rvQTtOUU7Ku2FUs2b0hg0WYKi593JHFQgCE_8fjikeUVWqkghg-BaOpAAyTwfvZHrYDBl-DbPraeek53tN9Ge6FIpVyc6SUUocHI2w&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/tishreen.news.sy/posts/pfbid02pgUjFKLyy8vMCHCnuLCeYfnCAyTzm1r4dSRQTf18qi8kTZULAXxumzCYJAbgf431l 
https://www.facebook.com/AlWatanNewspaper.sy/posts/pfbid03672Dr1rf879DX3EbriuaFoGxuw3gB6Nquxvy6nqFNbNTJ81JfLbg62aSfy2Qozh3l?__cft__[0]=AZV_wnMraEBCOUZMNHuIgx_H6hBSbOFog-SXwzgs8FhHdahFX6dI2Le6K6CLMCkjtX9f2YsRpPTORz8qkir9Q7HT5wR91cY7KY-iybUto5mwDRmcnvvwhR1OlMA8vdUvNX5r754TngVn05Pt5AXt34fGhonSUVYRGqW56AbQxkE_jQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.alwatanonline.com/%d8%b4%d8%ad-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%a7%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%aa-%d9%8a%d8%b9%d9%88%d9%82-%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b2%d9%8a%d8%b9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a9/
https://alwatan.sy/archives/328955
https://alwatan.sy/archives/329133?fbclid=IwAR2aiyJzygfPKFuaLPQ-13Aan1We1EhaPluyiK9BKXxbLg2DSLqFQE6eEe8
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On December 6, meanwhile, the Syrian regime government declared December 11 and December 18 to

be official holidays due to the situation of the petroleum market in the country, which the government
claimed are caused by the "siege and unfair economic situation imposed on the country.”

Also in December, the Syrian Pound exchange rate saw an unprecedented decrease. As of the last week
of December, $1 was equal to 7100 S.P. in selling or 6,950 S.P. in buying, according to the ‘Lira al-Yaurn'
(Syrian Pound Today).2 compared to 5,650 S.P. in selling and 5,600 in buying at the end of November.

Naturally, this has led to further price hikes for most foodstuff and food supplies.

In northwestern Syria, civilians are still grappling with the increasing prices for foodstuff and food sup-
plies in light of the sharp drop of the currency’s purchasing power, brought about by rampant unem-
ployment and poverty rates, especially in areas housing IDP camps. Moreover, labor wages are in decline,
while the service and health sectors are going through a crisis, caused by a lack of funds worsened by
the mounting increase in humanitarian needs. Naturally, the winter season and the drop in temperature,
along with the increasingly expensive fuel and heating costs, have only exacerbated the suffering of ci-

vilians.

On December 12, the World Food Programme (WFP) notified its partner humanitarian organization in
northwestern Syria of a decision to reduce the value of its cash coupons and food baskets from $60 to
$40 as of January 2023.

In December, we also documented SNA persecution targeting owners of olive groves in the Afrin area
and its suburbs, who are mostly of Kurdish ethnicity. The SNA has been imposing taxes and fees on olive

groves and the olive harvest at olive presses.

In northeastern Syria the living situation is also worsening. As with other Syrian regions, civilians in north-
east Syria are grappling with price hikes for foodstuff, food supplies, and fuels, as the Syrian Pound'’s value
declines sharply, with local authorities failing to regulate the market. Despite the cholera outbreak, there
has been no tangible efforts by the authorities in the region to improve the dangerously unsanitary drink-
ing water supply, with civilians forced to drink untreated water pumped directly from the Euphrates River
without going through any purification process. In December, a number of water purification facilities
in the villages and towns of Theyban, al-Shaheil, al-Zer, and al-Bseira in eastern Deir Ez-Zour suburbs were
put out of commission by a power outage, as the SDF's committees in charge of the area failed to supply

diesel to operate the facilities temporarily, with over 300,000 people deprived of water as a result.

Cholera outbreak
On December 18, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) released a report on
the cholera outbreak in Syria, in which it noted that between August 25 and December 10, a total of 61,671

suspected cholera cases and 100 deaths due to cholera were reported across Syria's 14 governorates. The

2 A website that tracks the exchange rates for the Syrian Pound in the Free Market.


https://www.facebook.com/SyrianPrimeMinistry/posts/pfbid02Ax1wnpa8XjxHiqyiAUu4mhqMkmetvWMudg5xvd8Neuc65ewmV38DnYcW7CfEDN1yl
https://sp-today.com/
https://sp-today.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gBDa_f3fgv00Yk8YdMgZK613A9FRWeJ5/view?usp=share_link
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/whole-of-syria/document/wos-cholera-outbreak-situation-report-no10?_gl=1*c4ist8*_ga*MTAzMDY1ODE0Ny4xNjY4ODY1MTM3*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3MjEyNjkwMC4zNi4xLjE2NzIxMjg5ODAuMjUuMC4w
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/whole-of-syria/document/wos-cholera-outbreak-situation-report-no10?_gl=1*c4ist8*_ga*MTAzMDY1ODE0Ny4xNjY4ODY1MTM3*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3MjEyNjkwMC4zNi4xLjE2NzIxMjg5ODAuMjUuMC4w
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report added that the IDPs camps in northeastern and northwestern Syria recorded 5,037 suspected cas-
es and seven deaths due to cholera. As the report revealed, the worst affected governorates have been:
Deir Ez-Zour with 20,103 suspected cases, Idlib with 14,142 cases, Ragga with 12,818 cases, and Aleppo
with 11,617 cases as of the date of the report.

In northwestern Syria, the Early Warning Responses and Network Program (EWARN) noted that as of

December 31, northwestern Syria had seen 539 cholera cases and 17 deaths from cholera.

Enforced displacement

The suffering of IDPs in northwestern Syria continued in December, both in relation to the humanitarian
situation and provision of services, especially in light of the worsening economic conditions and mount-
ing needs that have reached unprecedented levels, as the amount of aid from relief organizations has
been shrinking. Further exacerbating this crisis, there has been an almost complete lack of job oppor-
tunities and waning purchasing power especially for IDPs living in camps. We also documented multiple
fires in the camps of northwestern Syria. On December 15, a fire broke out in an IDP housing unit (a cara-
van) in Mohammad Mursi Widows Camp in northern Idlib due to the misuse of a space heater. A girl and
her father sustained varying burn injuries in the blaze, while the residence’s contents were moderately

damaged. On December 7, a worker in the relief field suffocated to death along with his wife as they were

sleeping in their place of residence in the Ihtmeylat Camp near Izaz city in northern Aleppo. The fire was
caused by the use of harmful materials for heating. We also recorded In December that a number of
camps sustained slight damage due to the heavy rains which created watercourses in areas near the IDPs

camps in the Salgin area, southern Idlib suburbs and Izaz in northern Aleppo suburbs.

In northeastern Syria, the cholera outbreak has exacerbated the already severe suffering of IDPs, along
with the severe shortage of drinking water, as well as the relief organizations’ shrinking efforts in provid-
ing support for IDPs and improving their food security and health care. We also documented a fire caused
by the explosion of a space heater at a tent in al-Areisha IDPs Camp, in al-Areisha town in southern Hasaka

on December 26. The fire killed two children, siblings who were displaced from Deir Ez-Zour governorate.

The Save the Children organization released a statement on the same day concerning the incident, in

which it noted that a total of 17 children had died or been injured in similar incidents in the previous five
months, adding that this highlights the daily threats facing children living in IDPs camps in Syria, where

many families have to make do with unsafe means to protect themselves from the freezing winter cold.

On December 22, the SDF's Foreign Relationship Directorate at the affiliated Self Administration of north-
ern and eastern Syria revealed in a statement that 315 children and women who are family members of
ISIS affiliates had been returned to 13 states in 2022. According to the statement, the states that repatri-
ated most nationals from Syria are: Tajikistan with 146, the Russian Federation with 68, France with 109,
Germany with 53, and the Netherlands with 60.


https://acu-sy.org/
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109221
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109221
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109387
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109387
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109528
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109403
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/media-and-news/2022-press-releases/syria-two-children-killed-in-camp-fire
https://npasyria.com/134696/
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In al-Rukban IDP Camp on the Syrian-jordanian borders in eastern Homs governorate, which houses
around 7,500 individuals, IDPs are still grappling with extremely difficult living conditions and a severe
shortage of food and medical supplies, worsened by the freezing cold winter weather, due to the siege
imposed by Syrian regime forces and their blocking the entry of humanitarian assistances for five years

to date, since the start of 2018. On December 27, we recorded the death of a newborn infant due to the

lack of medical services and necessary post-natal care at the camp.

On December 20, the Syrian regime allowed some families to return to Ein al-Feja village after they had
obtained security clearance from the regime’s Military Security division and the National Guard Security
Office. As a condition for the residents’ return, however, the regime requires that they do not do carry
out any repairs or modifications to their houses. Some of the residents we have contacted told us that
living in their houses in their current condition is effectively impossible after they were bombed and loot-
ed. The Syrian regime took advantage of these returns to promote its supposed efforts to return IDPs to
their original areas. SANA reported that the residents “held popular celebrations in the town square with
popular and official participation™ on being allowed to return to their homes and lands after "they were
displaced for years because of terrorism.” It should be noted that the residents and local fighters were
forcibly displaced from the Wadi Barada area in Western Ghouta, Damascus suburbs by regime forces

back in January 2017.

On the subject of refugees and asylum seekers, the Lighthouse Reports Website published an investi-

gative report on December 5 in collaboration with a number of European media outlets which revealed
that Bulgarian Border Guard used live bullets to fire on a group of asylum seekers who tried to cross into
Bulgaria via the border crossing with Turkey. Video footage published by the website show a Syrian asy-
lum seeker injured after he was shot. The website notes that this is the first visual evidence of the use of
live ammunition against asylum seekers trying to reach Bulgaria, which raises serious questions of the

EU's policy regarding border control.

On December 7, the Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor released a statement expressing its concern over

the Danish government sending threatening letters to Syrian child refugees younger than 15 years of
age, whose parents are going through the asylum procedures, in an effort to convince or intimidate
them into voluntarily leaving Denmark or risk facing the fate of deportation or indefinite detention. This
was revealed in a documentary aired by the public service broadcaster DR. The group stressed that the
Danish government has placed Syrian refugees in a stage of legal uncertainty. The continued threats of
deportation coupled with their unwillingness to return to a war-torn country has forced hundreds of

Syrians to leave Denmark in the past few years in search of a safe haven elsewhere in Europe.


https://news.snhr.org/?p=109438
https://news.snhr.org/?p=109438
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1806365
https://www.lighthousereports.nl/investigation/shot-for-seeking-asylum/
https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/5471/Denmark:-Threatening-letters-to-Syrian-children-part-of-government%E2%80%99s-hostile-environment
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In Lebanon, the Lebanese government is still issuing statements and calls demanding that Syrian refu-
gees return to Syria. On December 1, Prime Minister Najib Azmi Mikati renewed its pledges to the inter-
national community to help end the "Syrian displacement crisis” in a meeting with Filippo Grandi, the UN

High Commissioner for Refugees, according to Lebanon's National News Agency.

On December 8, the Access Center for Human Rights (ACHR) said in a report that the Lebanese gov-

ernment is carrying out a plan to return Syrian refugees which the government announced it would be
resuming back in October. The report stresses that raids on refugees’ camps and homes are still being
documented in a widespread and systematic manner. A total of 1,871 forced evictions of Syrian refugees

were recorded between the start of 2022 and last October.

On December 16, the UN Refugee Agency, World Food Programme, and UN International Children's Emer-

gency Fund (UNICEF) released a joint statement, revealing the initial findings of the Vulnerability Assess-

ment of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon (VASYR), which showed a sharp and continued deterioration in the
living conditions of all Syrian refugees in Lebanon. The statement goes on to reveal that 90 percent of
Syrian refugees need humanitarian assistance to stay alive, adding that the assessment had found that
lack of food security is one of the most alarming issues for Syrian refugee families, with the report further
noting that Syrian refugees reduce their already inadequate food intake to feed family members, with
adults eating less in order to allow their children to eat, and spending less on healthcare and education

in order to prioritize buying food.

Political and human rights situation

On November 30, the UN Refugee Agency released an operational update on Syria, revealing that over

14.6 million people, includes 6.9 million IDPs, need humanitarian assistance across Syria according to the
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) report for 2022. This marks a nine percent increase over last year.

The report adds that around 9.6 million people in Syria are in severe need of humanitarian assistance.

On December 1, Mr. Stéphane Dujarric, the UN Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, revealed in his
daily briefing at the UN headquarters in New York that 4.1 million people in Syria rely on humanitarian
assistance to meet their daily needs, with 80 percent of these being women and children. Mr. Dujarric
adds that cross-line aid delivery is currently insufficient to cover the huge scale of the UN's operations in

delivering cross-border aid, which reaches only 2.7 million Syrian each month.

On December 2, the UN OCHA said in a situation report on northwestern Syria that the funding gap for

winter preparedness had reached 82 percent, which puts the lives of 2.5 million people targeted at risk.

On December 5, Ms. Izumi Nakamitsu, the UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, reported in a
briefing held during a UN Security Council meeting on chemical weapons in Syria that the Syrian regime
is still avoiding full cooperation with the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

to settle all outstanding issues regarding the regime’'s declaration on chemical weapons.


https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/579456/%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D9%88%D9%88%D9%81%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B6%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7
https://www.achrights.org/en/2022/12/08/12864/
https://www.unhcr.org/lb/16369-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%8F%D8%B3%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%83.html
https://ialebanon.unhcr.org/vasyr
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-unhcr-operational-update-november-2022
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/noon-briefing-highlight?date%5Bvalue%5D%5Bdate%5D=01%20December%202022
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/north-west-syria-situation-report-2-december-2022-enar
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc15128.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc15128.doc.htm
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On December 11, Jordan's Anti-Narcotics Department revealed that Jordanian authorities had thwarted an

attempt to smuggle large quantities of narcotics from Syria. The Department added that a total of 8,873

kaf of cannabis and 3,141,000 captagon pills had been seized in the operation.

On December 12, the International Rescue Committee released its 2023 Emergency Watchlist' report,

an annual report that assesses the which countries are at the greatest risk of facing new humanitarian
crises each year. The report placed Syria among the top 10 most at-risk countries, noting that the conflict
that has been going on for over a decade has destroyed Syria's health system and left the country on the
verge of economic collapse. The report adds that 75 percent of all Syrians are unable to meet their basic
needs, with million relying on humanitarian aid. The report warns that millions in northwestern Syria face

serious threat to their lives in early to mid-2023 when humanitarian needs are at their most intense.

On December 14, the Reporters Without Borders (RSF) organization released its annual round-up report

for the year 2022 on violence and abuses against journalists. The report named Syria as one of the world's
six most dangerous countries for journalists, accounting for the highest number of journalists being held
hostage globally, with 42 of the 65 journalists currently held hostage worldwide being held hostage in
Syria.

Between December 14 to 18, photos and video footage showing regime military forces moving to north-

ern Aleppo governorate were circulated online by activists. Some of the photos showed the regime mil-

itary vehicles covered with tarpaulins branded with the UN Refugee Agency’s logo. SNHR has warned in
numerous reports that the Syrian regime must not be trusted with aid supplied by international organ-
izations. The Syrian regime exploits such aid and distributes it as it sees fit. SNHR has also warned that
Russia's and the Syrian regime's efforts to block cross-border aids stem from their wishes to seize and

control the largest amounts of aid to further their own interests, rather than to distribute that aid fairly,

according to the areas and people that need it the most.

ok PR
Wi

Military vehicles for the Syrian regime covered with fabrics showing the UN Refugee Agency’s logo - December 2022



https://www.facebook.com/AntiNarcoticsDept/posts/pfbid0viQTkpisoTcdQ9Lwe5ThaQ7FFKHGUvTqjXsVath1R41YRSstxon89cD93aXLgmPhl
https://www.rescue.org/report/2023-emergency-watchlist
https://rsf.org/en/new-record-number-journalists-jailed-worldwide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FzEWSXoKWpBM8nSjZefAn2rKW4NWPcdK/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tmTc6nS6ze1xEWxPh0j7MUhGT6Y0b-Jm/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19KDrMvDFa_WxKRHS25NFxYBPHR16s59I/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19KDrMvDFa_WxKRHS25NFxYBPHR16s59I/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xYIdHRvIMbli0tVv2ReXB9Kx7ornp5IA/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xXFpysDRBhoENfZbpjG9leCbEcmMPxyj/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xXFpysDRBhoENfZbpjG9leCbEcmMPxyj/view?usp=share_link
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On December 15, Human Rights Watch (HRW) said in a report that over 42,400 foreigners accused of
having ties with ISIS are still abandoned by their home countries in camps and jails in northeastern Syria.
The report adds that the Self-Administration forces are holding those foreigners, most of them children,
along with 23,200 Syrians, in life-threatening conditions. “The foreigners are held in northeast Syria with
the tacit or explicit consent of their countries of nationality,” the report stressed. Some states, such as
the UK and Denmark, have revoked the citizenship of many or some of their nationals, leaving them state-
less, which constitutes a violation of their right to nationality. The group adds that the governments that
contribute knowingly and significantly to this abusive confinement may be complicit in the foreigners’

unlawful detention.

On December 19, SANA reported that the Syrian regime’'s Ministry of Foreign Affairs Faisal Mekdad has
held a meeting with Adele Khodr, Regional director of UNICEF's office in the Middle East and North Africa.

In the meeting, SANA reported, Mekdad had expressed “his gratitude for the efforts made by the organi-
zation in collaboration with Syrian national agencies and relevant ministries to support children in Syria,
as he underlined the importance of increasing the work on early recovery programs.” Through such
meetings, the Syrian regime is trying to exploit the early recovery and reconstruction issue to promote it-
self and use the funds allocated for such projects to support its nosediving economy. The Syrian regime is
also trying to use the aid provided by international organizations and distribute it as it suits the regime’s
needs to do. We, at SNHR, believe that Ms. Khodr should not have attended this meeting, which sends a
wholly negative message to millions of Syrians who have suffered and continue to suffer the agony of the
Syrian regime’s numerous violations, since doing so demonstrates an implicit reconciliation between the

UN and the Syrian regime and suggests a desire for reproachment, despite the most recent report by the

UN Human Rights Office and the numerous reports by international groups confirming that the Syrian

regime is still committing widespread violations.

On December 21, the Save the Children organization said, in a statement, that there is far more work to
be done to help repatriation efforts from the camps in northeastern Syria, in order to help the children
living in those camps. The statement highlights that unprecedented levels of violence had been docu-
mented in al-Hawl Camp throughout the preceding year. The organization added that while some states
have already repatriated their nationals from these camps, other states have yet to take any action in

this regard.

On December 21, Mr. Martin Griffiths, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordinator, said, in a briefing on the situation in Syria for the UN Security Council,
that the number of people who need humanitarian assistance has risen to 14.6 million, with an increase
of 1.2 million from 2021. Mr. Griffiths stressed that this number will rise again in 2023 to reach a record

15.3 million people who will need humanitarian assistance, adding that over half of Syria's population


https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/15/syria-repatriations-lag-foreigners-alleged-isis-ties
http://www.sana.sy/?p=1805640
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/09/dont-look-away-syrian-civilians-face-prospect-new-escalation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/09/dont-look-away-syrian-civilians-face-prospect-new-escalation
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/north-east-syria-almost-7000-children-still-trapped-unsafe-camps-despite-60-increase
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-mr-martin-griffiths-statement-security-council-briefing-syria-21-december-2022

11

Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria
in December 2022

are struggling to find food. Mr. Griffiths also stressed how important it is to maintain a lifeline for millions
of people in northwestern Syria. Failing to renew the mechanism to deliver humanitarian aids to north-
western Syria, he warned, will jeopardize the delivery of aid when people need it the most amid a cholera

outbreak and the winter season.

On December 21, Mr. Geir Otto Pedersen, the UN Special Envoy for Syria, said, in a briefing to the UN Secu-
rity Council on Syria, that Syrians across the country are facing a humanitarian and economic crisis. Mr.
Pedersen added that the areas housing IDPs camp are the worst affected by such crises, noting that the
Security Council should act to bring about unfettered humanitarian access to all Syrians in need through-
out the country. With regard to the meetings of the constitutional committee, Mr. Pedersen noted that no

progress has been made, especially in light of Russia's position on holding these meetings in Geneva city.

On December 21, the Russian state Russia Today news agency reported on a speech delivered by Mr. Vasily
Alekseyevich Nebenzya, Russia's Permanent Representative of Russia to the United Nations, during a ses-
sion held by the UN Security Council to discuss the situation in Syria, in which he claimed the UN "does not
provide an appropriate context for discussions about extending the mechanism for delivering aid across
the borders,” adding that "the arguments for extending the mechanism is unconvincing, because the lack

of alternative is made up.”

On December 22, the UN OCHA released a report on humanitarian needs in Syria for the year 2023, which
noted that Syria houses the highest number of IDPs worldwide with 6.8 million. The report adds that as
a result of those challenges, 2023 will see 15.3 million people in Syria in need of humanitarian assistance,
including 2.1 IDPs living in IDPs camps, and a continuing increase of needs in all types, with the report warn-
inging that the system to meet basic needs and vital infrastructure in the country are set to collapse. The
report notes that the widespread and repeated power outages have forced over half of Syria's population
to use candles for light. According to a report by the OCHA, electricity access was the second most unmet

need in Syria for 2022.

People in Need by Year
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Number of people in need of humantarian assistance in Syria from 2011 until 2023 (Source: The Humanitarian Needs Overview

Syrian Arab Republic report released on December 22, 2022 by the UN OCHA).



https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/united-nations-special-envoy-syria-geir-o-pedersen-briefing-security-council-21-december-2022
https://ar.rt.com/uf52
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/whole-of-syria/document/2023-humanitarian-needs-overview-syrian-arab-republic?_gl=1*y72ka5*_ga*MTAzMDY1ODE0Ny4xNjY4ODY1MTM3*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3MjA0NzM4NS4zMS4wLjE2NzIwNDczODUuNjAuMC4w
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MfAqcZlFf1nEMLYfBaSNyI0Ew9EOl-sO/view?usp=share_link
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MfAqcZlFf1nEMLYfBaSNyI0Ew9EOl-sO/view?usp=share_link
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Number of hours of electricity provided by day by the Syrian regime’s government across Syrian governorates (Source: The Hu-

manitarian Needs Overview for the Syrian Arab Republic report released on December 22, 2022 by the UN OCHA).

On December 28, the Turkish Ministry of Defense released a statement on its official website, in which
it revealed that Hulusi Akar, Turkey's Minister of Defense, and Hakan Fidan, the head of Turkey's National
Intelligence Organization, had met with Sergei Shoigu, Russia's Minister of Defense, and Ali Mahmoud
Abbas, Syria's Minister of Defense, as well as with the heads of the Russian and Syrian intelligence appa-
ratuses. The statement said that the meeting discussed the Syrian crisis and the refugees issue, as well
as the joint efforts to combat all terrorist organizations in Syria. On December 29, Russia Today reported
Hulisi Akar, Turkey's Minister of Defense, as saying, "We affirmed that a resolution must be reached for the

Syrian crisis that involves all parties in accordance with UN Resolution 2254

On December 30, the Reporters Without Borders (RSF) organization released a report on the toll of jour-
nalists killed in the last two decades. The report notes that the annual global death toll reached its height
in 2012 and 2013 when 144 and 142 journalists respectively were killed. This death toll, the report added,
was largely due to the conflict in Syria, with 80 percent of media fatalities in the past two decades occur-
ring in only 15 countries. Overall, Syria accounted for the second-highest number of journalists killed in

the past two decades the report revealed.


https://www.msb.gov.tr/Basin-ve-Yayin/Aciklamalar/mill-savunma-bakani-hulusi-akar-ve-mit-baskani-hakan-fidan-in-moskova-ziyareti-hakkinda-aciklama-28122022
https://ar.rt.com/ugm6
https://rsf.org/en/1668-journalists-killed-past-20-years-2003-2022-average-80-year
https://drive.google.com/file/d/157eUwYQxDaaT1C-Dkaom93Y5UXoS0Y_7/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/157eUwYQxDaaT1C-Dkaom93Y5UXoS0Y_7/view?usp=share_link
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In December 2022, Denmark’s Ministry of Refugees, Immigration and Integration Affairs released a report
on the recruitment practices of Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and armed opposition factions in Syria, in
which SNHR was the most cited source with 52 citations in total. On December 29, we released a state-

ment regarding the report.

Accountability and advocacy

On December 7, SNHR released a statement revealing that Mr. Fadel Abdul Ghany, Executive Director of
SNHR, took part in two events held on the sidelines of the 27th session of the Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons' Conference of the States Parties (CSP), held from November 28 - December 2,
2022. Mr. Abdul Ghany took part in the first of these side events, entitled, *Civil Society and the Chemical
Weapon Convention’, on November 1. Held at the Royal Norwegian Embassy in the Hague, the event was
cosponsored by the Permanent Representatives of Canada, the European Union, Germany, Norway, and
the United States of America to the OPCW. The second event Mr. Abdul Ghany attended, on December 2,
entitled ‘Dialogue With the Civil Society’, was also organized by the organized by the Permanent Rep-
resentatives of Canada, Germany, Norway, the United States of America, and the European Union to the
OPCW, together with the French Presidency of the Partnership Against Impunity for the Use of Chemical

Weapons.

On December 10, SNHR released a statement revealing that Mr. Fadel Abdul Ghany, Executive Director of
SNHR, held meetings with officials from several departments of the UK's Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) in London on December 5, with the discussions focusing on potential op-
portunities for increased cooperation. On the sidelines of this visit, Mr. Abdul Ghany also participated

in an event entitled, 'The Future of Accountability in Syria’. Organized by the Syrian British Consortium

(SCB), the event was held at King's College London on the day of the visit, with Mr. Abdul Ghany shedding
light during the event on the failures of accountability mechanisms over the course of the past 11 years,
which were caused by reasons beyond the control of the Syrian people and human rights organizations.
Mr. Abdul Ghany stressed that the world states and the UN Security Council should be held collectively

responsible for the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of these violations.


https://us.dk/media/10559/syria_-recruitment-to-opposition-groups_tilgaengelig.pdf
https://snhr.org/?p=58951
https://snhr.org/?p=58951
https://snhr.org/?p=58899
https://snhr.org/?p=58912
https://www.syrianbritish.org/
https://www.syrianbritish.org/
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On December 20, SNHR released a report entitled, 'SNHR Obtains Hundreds of Death Certificates for Peo-
ple Forcibly Disappeared by the Syrian Regime, Whose Families Have Not been Notified of Their Deaths,
Which Have Not Been Announced by Civil Register Offices’ in which it revealed that the Syrian regime
has registered hundreds of forcibly disappeared persons at regime detention centers as dead, including
prominent activist in the popular uprising against the regime. The report noted that SNHR stores numer-
ous death certificates of detainees and forcibly disappeared people, archiving a total of approximately
1,062 death certificates between 2018 and the end of 2021. The report also revealed that SNHR has ob-
tained 547 new death certificates (at time of the report) that have not yet been announced by the civil

register offices, as the families of the deceased have not been notified of their death.

On December 24, SNHR released a statement revealing that the Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD)

project had released a report in December that shed light on the violence taking place in al-Hawl Camp
in northeastern Syria, which has noticeably affected the provision of humanitarian services there. The
information provided by the reports draws upon several local sources accessed thanks to the project’s
partnership with SNHR, as well as the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) and Doctors
Without Borders (MSF).

On December 27, SNHR released a statement revealing that in November 2022 it had formally joined the

Chemical Weapons Convention Coalition, which is an independent, international civil society network

committed to supporting the aims of the CWC and complementing the work of the OPCW'’s member
states through focused civil society efforts aimed at attaining full membership of the CWC, as well as
the safely and timely elimination of all chemical weapons, preventing the misuse of chemicals for hostile

purposes, and promoting their peaceful use.

In December, SNHR briefed the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the UN
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights while Countering Terrorism- Specific
work on victims of terrorism, and the UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment

of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, on one case of enforced disappearance.


https://snhr.org/?p=58930
https://snhr.org/?p=58937
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/AWSD%20Signal%20Alert_AlHol_FINAL.pdf
https://snhr.org/?p=58945
https://www.cwccoalition.org/about-us/
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I1l. Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria in 2022 and in

December

This report summarizes the most notable human rights violations committed by the parties to the con-

flict and the controlling forces in Syria that were documented by the SNHR in December.
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A. Extrajudicial killing

In December, SNHR documented the death of 55 civilians, including nine children and two women (adult
female), most of whom were killed at the hands of other parties. We also documented the death of three
individuals due to torture. We issued a report on the first of this month detailing the civilian victims doc-

umented killed at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria.

The death toll of civilian victims was distributed according to the parties to the conflict and the con-

trolling forces in Syria as follows:

A. The main parties:

+ Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias):? 11 civilians, in-
cluding four children.

«  HTS*: one civilian.

+ All armed opposition factions/SNA: one civilian.

+  Kurdish-led SDF (Democratic Union Party): five civilians.

B. Other parties:
We documented the deaths of 37 civilians, including five children and two women at the hands of other

parties, distributed as follows:

+ Gunfire whose source we have been unable to identify: 12 civilians, including one child.

+ Landmines whose source we have not been able to identify: Six civilians, including two children.

+ Killings by parties we have been unable to identify: 15 civilians, including two children and one
woman.

+ Bombings whose perpetrators we have been unable to identify: four civilians, including one

woman.

B. Arbitrary arrest and enforced disappearance

In December 2022, SNHR documented at least 213 cases of arbitrary arrest, including eight children and
four women (adult female), at the hands of the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria.
Most of these arrests were carried out by Syrian regime forces in the governorates of Damascus sub-
urbs, then Damascus, and then Daraa. We issued a report on the third of this month detailing the cases
of arbitrary arrest and enforced disappearances which we documented in December at the hands of the

parties to the conflict and the controlling forces in Syria.

3 We generally use the term ‘the Syrian regime’ rather than ‘the Syrian government’, because the nature of the ruling power in Syria is a totalitarian dictatorship where power is
concentrated in the hands of a small circle of individuals, namely the President of the Republic and the heads of the security apparatus. Conversely, the ministers, including the Prime
Minister and the Minister of Interior, play a restricted, largely ceremonial role, which is limited to implementing precisely what the ruling regime orders, with no real decision-making
power or active role of their own. Syria is under a personalist/family rule, with no independent decision-making structure. Rather, the government is an empty facade merely for show.
the Minister of Interior receives orders from the security branches over which he supposedly presides. The Minister of Justice cannot even summon a low-ranking security office, let
alone a security branch head. Syria is ruled by the heads of the security branches with the president.

We are aware that the United Nations and its agencies use the term ‘the Syrian government’, however, we believe that this is a completely inaccurate and misleading term in the Syrian
context.

4 Was designated as a terrorist group by the UN.
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Cases of arbitrary arrests were distributed according to the parties to the conflict and the controlling
forces as follows:

+ Syrian regime forces: 102 civilians, including one child and one woman.

+ HTS: 16 civilians.

+ All Armed Opposition factions/SNA: 34 civilians, including three women.

+ SDF: 61 civilians, including seven children.

C. Attacks on vital civilian facilities
1-1n 2022

In 2022, SNHR documented no fewer than 92 attacks on vital civilian facilities, including 22 at the hands

of the Syrian-Russian alliance.

Among the 92 attacks, we documented 14 attacks on educational facilities, six attacks on medical facili-
ties, and seven attacks on places of worship.
These attacks were distributed according to the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces as fol-

lows:

. .
+ Syrian regime forces: 14 attacks.

* Russian forces: eight attacks.

+  HTS: one attack.

+ All armed opposition factions/SNA: 10 attacks.
+  SDF: 22 attacks.

B._other parties

Other parties were responsible for 37 attacks, as follows:

+  Explosions whose sources we have been unable to identify: 13 attacks.

+ Bombings whose perpetrators we have been unable to identify: three attacks.
+ Shells whose sources we have been unable to identify: six attacks.

+ Attacks whose perpetrates we have been unable to identify: three attacks.

* Gunfire whose sources we have been unable to identify: one attack.

*  Turkish forces: 11 attacks
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Attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2022 are distributed by the perpetrator party as follows:

Other Parties
All Armed SDF

X Opposition Bombings Whose Explosions Shells Whose  Bombings Whose Gunfire Whose Turkish
Reg ime Forces Perpetrators We Whose Sources Sources We Have Perpetrators We Sources We Have Forces
Factions/SNA Have been Una-  We Have been  been Unable to Have been Una- been Unable to

ble to Identify Unable to Identify ble to Identify Identify
Identify

Syrian  Russian HTS

Forces
Places of Worship
Mosques 2 3 1 1

Vital Educational Facilities

Schools 2 1 1 5 1 2 2

Vital Medical Facilities

Medical Facilities 1 2 2 1

Ambulances 1

Vital Cultural Facilities

Archeological Sites 1

Communal Facilities

Markets 2 2 1 3 2

Parks 1

Stadiums 1 1

Infrastructures

Power Stations and Energy Sources 1 6

Civil Defense Centers 1

Water Systems 1 1 1 1

Bakeries 1 1 1

Silos 1

Industrial Facilities 1

Official Service Headquarters 1 1 3 4 1

Domestic Animal Farms 5

Transportation Systems 1

Forcibly Displaced Camps/Gath-
erings

Formal Camps 3 1 2 5 1 1 1

Random Camps 2

Shelters 1

Total 14 8 1 10 22 3 13 3 6 1 1
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Attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2022 were distributed by month as follows:
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The table above shows that November saw the highest number of attacks on vital civilian facilities docu-
mented in 2022, accounting for 21 percent of all attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2022, followed by April

with 11 percent.

2- In December 2022
In December 2022, SNHR documented at least four incidents of attacks on vital civilian facilities.

Among these attacks, we documented one attack on a place of worship.

These attacks were distributed according to the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces as fol-

lows:

A. The main parties

+ All armed opposition factions/SNA: two attacks.

B. Other parties

+  Explosions whose source we have been unable to identify: two attacks.


https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/p/design_archive/ESGHGcd3lHZPrPYXFjlfvDMBOh8oVUEkhLtbjjQvxLdnmg?e=pb3Q31
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Attacks on vital civil facilities documented in December 2022 were distributed according to the perpetra-

tor parties as follows:

S All Armed Opposi- Other Parties
tion Factions/SNA

Explosions Whose Sources We Have been
Unable to Identify

Places of Worship

Mosques 1
Infrastructures
Official Service Headquarters 2
Bakeries 1
Total 2 2

On Wednesday, November 30, 2022, artillery forces stationed in an SNA-held area fired shells that landed
near a bakery in al-Rbei’at village, administratively affiliated with Abu Rasin village in the northwestern
suburbs of Hasaka governorate. The bakery building was heavily damaged and as a result went out of

commission. The village was under the control of the SDF at the time of the incident.

On Thursday, December 1, 2022, artillery forces stationed in an SNA-held aera fired mortar shells that
landed near Abu Bakr al-Siddeeqg Mosque in al-Trowaziya village, which is administratively affiliated with
Ein Eisa areain the northern suburbs of Ragga governorate. The mosque’s building was heavily destroyed,

and its furniture was heavily damaged. As a result, the mosque went out of commission. The area was

under the control of the SDF at the time of the incident.

itng from an SNA-held area on Abu Bakr

Destruction in the aftermath of a ground-based attack o

al-Siddeeq Mosque in al-Trowaziya village - December 1, 2022



https://drive.google.com/file/d/139Ah2vDw7Iss6MntLw0PHRxuVojKt--b/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wK-HdP17HfrF0xKv-kh6PSj3V4n1_WdJ/view?usp=share_link
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On Monday, December 5, 2022, an IED whose source we have been unable to identify, which was planted
inside a car, exploded outside the al-Urouba School, which is located in al-Quwatli Street in al-Qameshli

city in the northeastern suburbs of Hasaka governorate. The school building's yard was slightly damaged,

while some of the glass panes in the school's windows were shattered. SNHR is still trying to locate eye-
witnesses to obtain more information about the incident. Al-Qameshli city was under the control of the
SDF at the time of the incident.

D. Indiscriminate attacks and attacks using prohibited weapons

SNHR recorded no indiscriminate attacks or use of prohibited weapons in December.

IV. Attachments

1, 057 Civilians, Including 251 Children, 94 Women, and 133 Victims Who Died due to Torture, Were Doc-
umented Killed in Syria, in 2022

At Least 2,221 Arbitrary Arrests/Detentions Documented in Syria in 2022, Including 148 Children and 457

Women (Adult Female), with 213 Cases Documented in December

V. Conclusions and Recommendations

Conclusions:
The evidence we have gathered indicates that attacks continue to be directed against civilians and
civilian objects. Syrian-Russian alliance forces have committed various crimes, including extrajudicial
killings, arrests, torture, and enforced disappearances. In addition, the indiscriminate bombardment
and other attacks carried out caused the destruction of facilities and buildings. There are reasonable

grounds to believe that the war crime of attacking civilians has been committed in many cases.

The Syrian government has not only violated international humanitarian law and customary law, but
has also breached a number of UN Security Council resolutions, particularly resolution 2139, resolu-

tion 2042 on the release of detainees, and resolution 2254, all without any accountability.

We could find no record of any warnings being issued by the Syrian Regime or Russian forces prior to
any attack under the requirements of international humanitarian law. This has been the case since
the beginning of the popular uprising for freedom, providing another blatant demonstration of these

forces' total disregard for the lives of civilians in Syria.

The magnitude and frequency of the violations, the disproportionate use of military force, the in-
discriminate manner of the bombing, and the coordinated approach of these attacks lead to the
inescapable conclusion that these acts are wholly deliberate and based on high-level orders, and as

such constitute a part of state policy.


https://sn4hr-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/p/video/ESD3UOhq8d1AgJcvq_0MWmUBn51dMHn8QJLr1oOWnhAvyw?e=lUMrMg
https://snhr.org/?p=58972
https://snhr.org/?p=58972
https://snhr.org/?p=58988
https://snhr.org/?p=58988
https://snhr.org/?p=58731 
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The indiscriminate and disproportionate bombardment carried out by the Kurdish-led Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces is considered to be a clear violation of international humanitarian law, with indiscrimi-

nate killings amounting to war crimes.

Hay'at Tahrir al Sham has violated international humanitarian law, causing the death of many civil-

ians, as well as damage to vital civilian facilities.

All' Armed Opposition factions/SNA violated UN Security Council Resolution 2139 through carrying
out attacks that are considered to violate customary international humanitarian law, causing civilian

casualties or accidental injuries.

All the attacks documented in this report, particularly bombings, caused massive collateral damage
that involved loss of lives, injuries, or significant damage to civilian objects. There are strong indica-

tors suggesting that this damage was excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.

The use of explosive arms to target densely populated areas reflects a criminal and wholly deliberate
mindset, with the perpetrators clearly intending to inflict the greatest possible number of deaths,
which is a clear contravention of international human rights law and a flagrant violation of the Gene-
va IV Convention (arts. 27, 31, 32).

Recommendations:

UN Security Council

The Security Council must take additional steps following its adoption of Resolution 2254, which
clearly insists that® j i
.

The Syrian issue should be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who are respon-
sible for violations should be held accountable, while Russia must stop using the veto, as it is a party
to the Syrian conflict, and the UNSC states’ veto power should be withheld when crimes against hu-

manity and war crimes are committed.

Ensure peace and security and implement the principle of responsibility to protect civilians' lives and

to save the Syrian people’s heritage and historical artifacts from destruction, looting and vandalism.

The Security Council should adopt a resolution banning the use of cluster munitions and landmines in
Syria, similar to the existing prohibition on the use of chemical weapons, and include advice on how

to safely remove the remnants of such dangerous weapons.

The four other permanent member states should put pressure on the Russian government to end its
support for the Syrian regime, which uses chemical weapons, and to expose its involvement in this

regard.

Request that all relevant United Nations agencies make greater efforts to provide food, medical
and humanitarian assistance in areas where fighting has ceased, and in internally displaced person

camps, and to follow-up with those States that have pledged voluntary contributions.
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International Community

In light of the split within the Security Council and its utter inability to take any effective action, action
should be taken on the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people
by protecting them from daily killing and by lifting sieges, as well as by increasing support for relief
efforts. Additionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction should be enacted in local courts regarding

these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved.

SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ in dozens of
studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect
(ICR2P) after all political channels through the Arab League's plan and then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan
have proved fruitless, along with the Cessation of Hostilities statements and Astana agreements that
followed. Therefore, steps should be taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
while the norm of the "Responsibility to Protect (R2P)’, which was established by the United Nations
General Assembly, should be implemented. The Security Council is still hindering the protection of

civilians in Syria.
Renew pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International Criminal Court.

Work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United Nations General

Assembly and the Human Rights Council and to activate the principle of universal jurisdiction.

UN Human Rights Office

The OHCHR should submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the United
Nations on the incidents mentioned in this report and previous reports since these attacks were

perpetrated by the parties to the conflict and the controlling forces.

Independent International Commission of Inquiry (COI)

Launch investigations into the cases included in this report and previous reports. SNHR is willing to

cooperate and provide further evidence and data.

Focus on the issue of landmines and cluster munitions within the next report.

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (I1IM)

Collect further evidence about the crimes documented in this report.
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The United Nations Special Envoy to Syria

Condemn the perpetrators of crimes and massacres, and those who were primarily responsible for

dooming the de-escalation agreements.

Re-sequence the peace process so that it can resume its natural course despite Russia’s attempts
to divert and distort it, empowering the Constitutional Committee prior to the establishment of a

transitional governing body.

The Syrian regime

Stop indiscriminate shelling and targeting of residential areas, hospitals, schools and markets, and

end the use of outlawed weapons and barrel bombs.

Ensure compliance with UN Security Council resolutions and customary humanitarian law.

The Russian regime

Launch investigations into the incidents included in this report, make the findings of these investiga-

tions public for the Syrian people, and hold those responsible accountable.

Compensate all the damaged centers and facilities, rebuild and rehabilitate them, and compensate

all the families of victims who were killed by the current Russian regime, as well as all the wounded.

Completely cease the bombing of hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect cus-

tomary international law.

As a guarantor party in Astana talks, the Russian regime must stop thwarting de-escalation agree-
ments, and apply pressure on the Syrian regime in order to end all indiscriminate attacks and to allow

unconditional passage of humanitarian assistance to besieged areas.

The Coalition (US-led coalition and Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces)

The states supporting the SDF should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel them to

cease all of their violations in all the areas and towns under their control.

Syrian Democratic Forces must immediately stop conscripting children, hold the officers involved in
such violations accountable, and pledge to return all children who have been arrested for conscrip-

tion immediately.
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All Armed Opposition factions/Syrian National Army
The Armed Opposition/SNA must ensure the protection of civilians in all areas under their control.
These forces should also take care to distinguish between civilians and military targets and cease any

indiscriminate attacks.

Take punitive action against those who commit violations of international human rights law and

international humanitarian law.

Humanitarian Organizations

Develop urgent operational plans to secure decent shelter for internally displaced persons.

Provide protected facilities and vehicles, such as medical facilities, schools, and ambulances, with

distinctive signs that can be distinguished from long distances.
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