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The Mideast Mirror quotes a journalist posted in Teheran as stating, in reference to Iranian

opposition movements, that the pmonarchists« have been almost entirely "wiped out" in wirane (7
Feb. 2000).

According to two specialists in Iranian studies, the pmonarchists« are no longer organized and
active in plrany (29 Feb. 2000; 1 Mar. 2000). The specialists, who have met with pmonarchists« in
wlrane, emphasize that the majority of them are now of advanced years. For a long time now, they
have no longer posed a threat to the current regime, as can be seen from the fact that there have
been no politically motivated arrests or prosecutions of pmonarchists« over the past several years.
In fact, the wmonarchists« are no longer representative of current Iranian civil society. A number
of individuals with monarchist political tendencies wanted to be candidates in the February 2000
elections, but the Guardian Council refused to authorize their candidacy. As long as they do not
campaign publicly, the authorities do not bother them. The two specialists were unaware of any
wmonarchists« being arrested during the February 2000 elections.

No information about ymonarchists« in wiran« is provided in Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices for 1999 , published on 25 February 2000.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently
available to the Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not
purport to be, conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or asylum. Please
find below the list of additional sources consulted in researching this Information Request.
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