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children are a cause of statelessness and a concern for UNHCR under its mandate to prevent and       

reduce statelessness.  Each year since 2012, UNHCR has issued an annual background note on gender 

vides the most up­to­  

1

2 

majority of these States are found in the Middle East and North Africa (twelve countries) and Sub­

Americas. These States are listed in the table on page 3 and an analysis of those countries’ laws is pre­

sented on pages 3­

3
.    

 

 

ity on 

 

 

(3) An assessment undertaken by UNHCR shows that more than 60 States retain such legal provisions. 

 

 



Law reform to date 
 

laws have not been reviewed since.  However, in recent years, reform has been undertaken in countries 

Kenya (2010), Tunisia (remaining gaps addressed in 2010), Yemen (2010), Monaco (2005, 2011), Senegal 
(2013) and Suriname (2014).  In many of these cases, law reform was achieved by simply extending to 

 

on the day of the person’s birth, whether or not the person is born in Kenya, either the mother or father 
.  

th 
and 50th 

A direct descendant to a Senegalese 
. 

­level conference hosted by the Economic Community of West African States 

 

UNHCR’s recently launched Campaign to End Statelessness in 10 years, envisages the achievement of 

 



 

 
 

The table below uses a color scheme to divide the laws of the 27 States into three categories.  The laws 

– these laws create the greatest risk 

of statelessness. The laws of the second group of countries (orange) have some safeguards against the 

unknown or stateless). The laws of the third group of countries (yellow) also limit the conferral of          

circumstances.
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle East and North Africa 

However, twelve countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region do not yet grant equality 

 

The law in Qatar 

if this would result in statelessness. The law in Kuwait 
on their children in all circumstances. If the father is unknown or if his paternity has not been estab­

 

Lebanon 

and recognized, while a minor, by the Lebanese mother.  If the Lebanese father also recognizes the child, 

 

Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates do not allow women 

 

Bahamas Malaysia 

Bahrain Mauritania 

Barbados Nepal 

Brunei Darussalam Oman 

Burundi Qatar 

Iran Saudi Arabia 

Iraq Sierra Leone 

Jordan Somalia 

Kiribati Sudan 

Kuwait Swaziland 

Lebanon Syria 

Liberia Togo 

Libya United Arab Emirates 

Madagascar   



In Iraq

 

In Syria

children born in the territory .   

The law of Bahrain  Bahrain or 

abroad if the fathers are unknown or stateless. Under the law of Oman, Omani women can confer their 

 

In Mauritania
Children born in Mauritania to Mauritanian mothers and foreign fathers also acquire Mauritanian na­

stateless. Children born abroad to Mauritanian mothers and foreign fathers can opt for Mauritanian 

 

Africa 

of statelessness for such children
4
. 

The laws of Somalia and Swaziland 

 

In Madagascar

 

Following reform in 2006, the laws of Sierra Leone 

Sierra Leone and is a person of “Negro African descent”. Children born abroad, however, only acquire 

 
 

  

 

within 6 months of reaching majority.  



introduce gender equality 

Four African States – Burundi, Liberia, Sudan, and Togo – have enshrined the principle of gender  

­

gender equality.   

For example in Burundi

 

In Liberia

 

In Togo

mothers. 

In Sudan

 

Asia 

Brunei Darussalam and the Islamic Republic of Iran, on­

 

In , children born in the country to an i­

­

Malaysia, children born in the country to either Malaysian mothers or Malaysian fathers auto­

 



As for Nepal

 

Americas 

terms as fathers. In The Bahamas, children born in the country to either a Bahamian father or mother 

Barbados
ity, those born abroad can only acquire Barbadian na onality from their fathers, not their mothers.  
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