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Situationsnotat vedrgrende Sierra Leone

Formélet med det fylgende notat et at give ct billede af den aktuelle situation i
Sierra Leone. Der er tale om en ny situation i Sierra Leone efter at juntaen, der
kom til magten ved et militeerkup den 25. maj 1997, blev sendt pa flugt af nigeri-
anske tropper under den vestafrikanske “fredsbevarende” styrke, ECOMOG, den
12. februar 1998. Notatet dekker shiedes perioden fra februar — april 1998.

Det skal bemzrkes, at notatet udelukkende hviler p4 sekundaent kildemateriale,
som forarbejdede artikler, nyhedstelegrammer og lignende hentet fra Intemettet.
Endvidere bliver der henvist til udtalelser og situationsrapporter fra forskellige
organer under De Forenede Nationer. Det har ikke vieret muligt at' krydschecke
oplysningeme. Det kildemateriale der henvises til er vediagt situationsnotatet i

kopi.
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Baggrund for den aktuelle situation

Efter flere drs militzrstyre og borgerkrig fik Sierra Leone en civil regering pd
baggrund af et internationalt anerkendt demokratisk valg den 26-27, februar 1996.
Leder af partiet SLPP (Sierra Leone People’s Party), Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, blev
valgt til preesident. Valget havde dog ikke deltagelse af oprprsbevegelsen RUF
(Revolutionary United Front) under ledelse af Foday Sankoh.

Efter fejislagne fredsforhandlinger med RUF og stigende utilfredshed i regerings-
haren blev Priesident Kabbah styrtet ved et militarkup den 25. maj 1997, Praesi-
dent Kabbah flygtede til nabolandet Guinea. En ny militeerjunta, kaldet AFRC
{Armed Forces Ruling Council), blev etableret under ledelse af Major Paul Koro-
ma. AFRC fik hurtigt stgtte af RUF, som rykkede ind i hovedstaden Freetown og
deltog i militzrjuntaen.’

Efter militerkuppet blev menneskerets- og sikkerhedssituationen i Sierra Leone
alvorligt forvierrel, Situationen blev siledes af Udenrigsministeriets kilder beteg-
net som kaotiske med vilkdrlige drab og overfald pé civilbefolkningen og hyppige
brud pi menneskerettighedeme.” .

Den 8. oktober vediog FN s Sikkerhedsrid en embargo imod Sierra Leone med
det formdl at presse militerjuntaen til at indgd en aftale om tilbagelevering af re-
geringsmagten til Praesident Kabbah, _

Den 24. oktober 1997 blev der indgdet en fredsaftale mellem militerjuntaen og
ECOWAS, som skulle fore til geninds®ttelsen af Praesident Kabbah. Betingelser-
< ne i denne aftale bley imidlertid ikke overholdt

Ifpige dea nigerianske regering blev ECOMOG styrkeme, der holdt et brohoved |
nzrheden af Freetown, udsat for gentagne angreb. Dette var den konkrete anled-
ning til at ECOMOG gik i offensiven. Den 13. februar var Freetown blevet indta-
get af ECOMOG styrkerne efter voldsomme kampe.” AFRC/RUF juntaen blev
sendt pd flugt ind i Jandet.

Herefter fortsatte ECOMOG med at indtage mere af Sierra Leone i samarbejde
med militia-gruppen kendt som "Kamajors,” der hele tiden har vaeret loyale mox
Priesident Kabbah. Den efterfplgende "mopping-up operation,” (udrensningsakti-
on) har varet meget voldsom.* Dette skyldes dels de flygtende AFRC/RUF grup-
pers militere modstand og hevnaktioner mod befolkningen, dels en voldsom

' Se NOTAT fra Udenrigsministenet af den. 12 december 1997 same Sierra Leone-Profile of Axlum Claims
& Couniry Canditions — Addendnm, Unlted States Bureau of Democracy, Humin Rights and Labor Depart-
ment, September 1997
* NOTAT frs Udennigsministeriet af den. 12 december 1997, ﬁuﬂ V.—?) bN V

«

' Se Afnica Research Bulletin, Vol 35, No 2. Museh 20/ 1998
' 8= Afnca Research Bulleun, Vol 35, No 2 Masch 20® 1998



K Sitzationsnotat vedrarmdo Slerra Leone
‘ . Sida 3 af 4

fremfzrd af de nigerianske tropper under ECOMOG. Som fglge af denne offensiv
har der vieret store flygtningestrgmme ind i bide Liberia og Guinea.”

Den 10. marts 1998 vendte vnwm_ao.: Kabbah tilbage ti! Freetown og blev genind-
sat som Sierra Leones Prasident.®

Den aktuelle situation

Sikkerheds- og menneskeretssituationen

Den aktuelle menneskerets- og sikkerhedssituation i Sierra Leone er i skrivende
stund, til trods for en antagelig vaesentlig forbedring i Freetown, vanskelig at vur-
dere konkret. Men udrensningsaktionen mod AFRC/RUF militser og tilhengere er

. stadig i gang, hvilket ma antages at gore sikkerhedssituationen og menneskerets-
situationen uklar,

At situationen er uklar understreges af rapporter om bl.a., at op imod uo personer
nu stir overfor anklager om forreederi, hvilket kan medfgre dedsstraf.” Deter i
denne forbindelse ikke klart om retssikkerheden er i orden, eller om nogle grupper
forfglges alene p& grund af etnisk tilhgrsforhold eller lignende.

Endvidere har den Sierra Leonske regering indfgrt censur pé reportager fra kam-
pene i det gstlige Sierra Leone.®

Endvidere stir der fplgende i FN's nauaa_mowaeaa rapport af den 18. marts 1998
om sikkerhedssituationen i Sierra Leone:”

"19. Frectown is now fully under the control of ECOMOG and is increasingly
secure. ... .

20. Nevertheless, the fact that many of the senior junta leaders, including the for-
mer Chairman of the AFRC, Johnny Paul Koroma, have not thus far been appre-
. hended, as well as the continuing violence inflicting on civilians during their
retreat from ECOMOG forces by RUF and other armed elements, indicate that
the security situation in Sierra Leone is still a source of concern. Though
ECOMOG has begun to collect weapons in Freetown, a major disarmament, de-
mobilization and reintegration exercise will be needed to ensure security.”

' Se New outflow fram Slerra Leane complicates Liberian Repatriation, in Refugees Intemation, Apnil 3%
1998, RehefWeb: www relicfweb. int

* Sz New African, April 1998, 5.14,
TIRIN-WA Updatz 192 of Events in West Africa, Apeil 22 1998, ReliefWeb: www reliefweb,int.
' IRIN-WA Update 193 of mca::.ma West Aforca, Apnt 23" 1998, RelietWely; www,relicfwebint.

. .mz.swac:z_zmﬂgbﬁz_gzxm.es_i.:m_.:arza..SSSz._wz.:s.za.
downlpaded from www.sierm-leanc.org/unse 10 himl.
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Den humaniteere situation

Den humanitere situation er ganske givet forbedret, flygtninge vender i dag tilba-
ge til m.,ﬂuosa. og regeringen opfordrer til, at statsansatte vender tilbage til deres
arbejde.

Men der er stadig flygtningebevegelser ind i Liberia fra Sierra Leone som fglge af
kampene i det gstlige og nordgstlige Sierra Leone mellem ECOMOG og Ka-
jamors pi den ene side og AFRC/RUF pd den anden side."”

Situationen omkring Freetown er siledes i bedring, mens der meldes om en mulig
humanitr krise i det gstlige Sierra row:n._u

" JCRC resumes work up-country, \ICRC News 14, ICRC April 8% 1998, ReliefWeb: www.relielwed.int.
UNHCR: Country Updates — Libena & Sierra Leone, April 22™ 1998, ReliefWeb: www,reliefweb int

" UNHCR: Bricfing Notes 28 Apr 1998: Sierma Leooe, April 21 1998, RelizfWeb: www.reliefweb int
FIRIN.WA Update 19] of Events in West Africa. April 21% 1998, ReligfWeb: www reliefweb int.
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SIERRA LEONE—PROFILE OF ASYLUM CLAIMS & COUNTRY CONDITIONS

ADDENDUM

The currently chaotic conditions prevailing in Sierra Leone and the closing of our Embassy in
Freetown have made it impossible to prepare a new or revised country profile at this time. Pending
revision of the attached profile, we have the following update: :

On May 25, 1997, mutinous soldiers now called the Armed Forces Ruling Council (AFRC)
overthrew the democratically-elected government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, the leader of the
Sierma Leone People's Party, President Kabbah, along with thousands of other Sierra Leoneans, fled
across the border into neighboring Guinea. The AFRC quickly invited Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) rebels into Freetown, and it now appears that the RUF, rather than the AFRC, may actually be in
control. The RUF has been notorious for ampuiation and other brtal atrocities during the six-year civil
war. They have continued this kind of behavior in Freetown after they were invited into the city by
AFRC leaders, thereby lending credence to the long-held suspicions of many that some members of the
military were actually in league with the RUF during the civil war.

The AFRC/RUF junta has been isolated by the international community, and at the request of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
developed a three phase strategy for the return of the elected government. The three phases agreed upon
by ECOWAS and briefed to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in July were negotiations,
sanctions and ultimately military intervention. In June and July, ECOWAS foreign ministers (C-4)
conducted two unsuccessful negotiating sessions with the AFRC/RUF for the return of the elected
government. 3

At the ECOWAS summit in Abuja, Nigeria at the end of August, the ECOWAS countries agreed
to continued negotiations, extensive sanctions/enforced embargo, and a cease-fire, The C-5 (Liberia is
now included) will visit the UN shortly to brief the UNSC on the sanctions regime and to request UNSC
endorsement of the sanctions.

In early September forces from the Economic Community of West African States' Military
Group (ECOMOG)--largely Nigerian, already in Sierra Leone under a defense pact with President
Kabbah's government--began enforcing the sanctions anthorized in Abuja. On September 4 shelling in
Freetown killed 30-50 civilians. It is unclear whether ECOMOG forces enforcing sanctions or
AFRC/RUF forces firing at ECOMOG elements were responsible for the casualties.

The AFRC/RUF have used force to break up student demonstrations against the regime. Two

. students reportedly were killed, fourteen had hands chopped off and many were beaten and raped,
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Joumnalists have been beaten and jailed in steel containers. An unknown number of civilians have been
imprisoned. No courts are in operation.

Freetown is an extremely dangerous place. Any person can be picked up at any time, on sny
nE.Bn. and detained for any length of time. Any person not actively and publicly supporting the military
regime is suspect by the AFRC/RUF. Nighttime shooting and footing and robberies at evacuated homes

-and buildings continue unabated. UN sources indicate that electsicity is limited to military barracks in
and around Freetown and describe the humanitarian situation as grave, with the army and RUF often

loating NGO ucﬁég Some 30,000 Sierra Leoneans have fled and registered as refugees in neighboring
countries.
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Intcoduction

This profile is provided by the State Department’s Office of Asylum Affairs for use by the Executive
Office of Immigration Review and the Immigration and Naturalization Service in assessing asylum
claims. By regulation, the Department of State may provide information on country conditions to help
adjudicators assess the accuracy of asylum applicants’ assertions about country conditions and their own
experiences; likely treatment were the applicants to return; whether persons similarly situated are known
10 be persecuted; whether grounds for denial are known to exist; and other information relevant to
determining the status of a refugee under the grounds specified in section 101(a){42) of the Immigration

‘ and Nationality Act. .
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Country conditions profiles are produced by the Office of Asylum Affairs under the supervision of the
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL), formeriy the Bureau of Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs. They are written by experienced Foreign Service Officers with expertise and
service in the relevant area and are circulated for comment within the Department, including to overseas
missions, and with other agencies if appropriate. They are based on a review of asylum applications,
reports from US missions abroad and other information available to the Department of State. Other
relevant information published by the Department, incorporated herewith by reference, includes the
annual n Human Rights Practices and periodic country-specific Background Notes.
The Country Reports, which adjudicators should consult to provide context for these comments, are
designed to repost annually on the status of internationally recognized human rights. These profiles,
which are updated regularly, provide additional and current information useful in adjudicating asylum
applications to the specific standards set forth in the INA.

IL Overview of Recent Developments
A. Political System

After 29 years of one party or military rule and five years of ongoing civil war, a new thapter in
Sierra Leone's history was opened by massive public participation in the successful February 26-27
election. ‘The multiparty election succeeded in the face of persistent concerns about possible military
interference and the declared intention of the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) led by Foday
Sankoh to disrupt it. A runoff election was necessary, and it too was successful and resulted in the
election on March 15 of Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, leader of the Sierra Leone People’s Party, as the new
president. Both domestic and outside observers judged the election to be procedurally correct and
essentially free and fair, There were some irregularities in the electoral process, but the observers
reported that they did not affect the ultimate outcome of the election. In the parlismentary election, five
political parties achieved the necessary five percent of votes to gain seats.. The elections were generally
peaceful and voter turnout was high, despite some incidents of violence in different parts of the country.

In an extraordinary moment for Sierra Leone and for Africa, the Chairman of the National Provisional
Ruling Council (NPRC), Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, handed over power to President-Elect Kabbah in a
March 29 ceremony marking the culmination of the long struggle by the people of Sierma Leone to restore
democracy against numerous obstacles. In his speech, Chairman Bio asserted that the NPRC had met its
commitment o return the country to civilian, democratic rule of its own volition and announced that he
had begun preliminary negotiations with the RUF culminating in his meeting with Foday Sankoh on
March 25 and 27. President Kabbah in return lauded the Chairman , the army, and the Sierra Leonean
people for participating so enthusiastically in the elections and facilitating the return to democracy. He
also pledged to continue the negotiations with the RUF and to meet with Foday Sankoh at the earliest
opportunity in the pursuit of peace. He asserted that ending the five year insurgency would be his top
priority.

B. Security Forces

The Sierra Leone Military Forces (RSLMF), supported by Western Area Security Patrols (WASPS)
and the regular police force, are responsible for both external and internal security. The RSLMF,
supported by some Nigerian and Guinean troops and a private South African mercenary firm called
“Executive Outcomes,” continued active operations throughout the year against RUF rebel forces. The
RUF claimed to seek the overthrow of the previous NPRC government, The Government has
scknowledged that in addition to its operations against the RUF, it must also contend with renegade
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RSLMF soldiers and some civilians.

While it made significant progress in operations against the RUF, it sustained casualties in numerous
Eooaw attacks on villages in the Eastern and Southern provinces, and in some areas of the Northernn
province. During the first half of the year, rebel forces unsuccessfully attacked villages on the outskirts
of Frectown. In October the RSLMF briefly retook Kailahun district in the east, but lost'it in an RUF
counterattack after less than two weeks occupation.

Thesé were reported human rights abuses by all parties to the internal conflict, including summary
executions and torture. Some members of the police and military also committed human rights abuses
outside the war zone, A number of RSLMF personnel, including some officers, were court-martialed for
offenses ranging from theft to murder.

At the end of April, the Government and the RUF agreed to an indefinite cease-fire.
C. Human Rights Situation

The Government’s human rights record improved somewhat in 1995, a trend that is likely to be
continued by the new civilian government. One of the new civilian government’s first official acts was
to release all political prisoners. However, serious problems remain to be tackled by the new
government. Most abuses in 1995, Bn_E.Bm extrajudicial killings by RSLMF and rebel units, were
committed chiefly, though not exclusively, in the areas of armed conflict. Even after the NPRC lifted its
ban on political parties it continued to maintain control over government, social affairs, and the .
judiciary.. Authorities continued to restrict freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and association, but to a
lesser degree than previously. There were reports of disappearances and security forces abuse of
suspecis during arrest and interrogation, There were prolonged pretrial detentions and delays in trials,

It is reasonable to assume that there will be dramatic improvements in the human rights situation
under the new civilian government of President Kabbab; its first act upon assuming power was to release
the last three remaining political prisoners, as well as 60 other people who had been charged for various
criminal offenses and had been awaiting hearings for extended periods. It is still too soon to make &
definitive judgment, but the extraordinary outporing of eathusiasm and support for the new government
indicates that the people of Sicrra Leone anticipate a dramatic improvement in the human rights situation.

1. Claims and Relevant Country Conditions
A. Claims Based on Race

We have seen few recent claims based on race or ethnicity, and the govermment does not approve of
discrimination among people of different ethnic groups. Nevertheless, ethnic loyalty remains an
important factor in government, military, and business. Our Embassy has reported that there appears to
have been little ethnically motivated violence in the hostilities to date. Although the RUF members wre
largely of the Mende and Kissy ethnic groups, other members of those groups have not been immune
from RUF aggression.

Residents of non-African descent face institutionalized political restrictions, Current law restricts
citizenship to people of Negro-African descent following a patrilineal pattern, effectively denying
citizenship to many persons, notably in the Lebanese community, the largest affected minority,

B. Claims Based on Religion



Sierra Leone/6 |

A few Sierra Leoneans base their claims on religion—usually Christians claiming mistreatment 3 the
country’s 60% Muslim majority. However, freedom of religion is guaranteed by the 1991 constitution,
and Sierra Leoneans have historically displayed 8:«8& tolerance. Christians, animists, and adberents
of pther faiths practice their faith freely, and Christian missionaries are numerous. We have no
information that Christians are being harassed or otherwise mistreated in Sierra Leane.

Every public event in Sierra Leone begins with the Christian and Istamic prayers. Unlike some
countries with large Muslim populations, intermarriage between Christians and Muslims occurs, and it is
not uncommon to find Christian and Muslim members of the same family. Christian and Muslim
families live side by side, bound by traditional West African beliefs which have a dominating influence
in peoples’ lives.

C. Claims Based on Nationality
We have seen no claims from Sierra Leoneans based on nationality..
D. Claims Based on Membership in 2 Social Group

We have scen a few cases from Sierra Leonean women who claim they are members of a particular
social group consisting of women who are subject to female genital mutilation (FGM). This. practice,
which is condemned by international health experts as damaging to both physical and psychological
health, is widely practiced in Sierra Leone on girls ata young age, especially in traditional ethnicl groups
and among the less educated. While one independent expert in the field estimates the percentage of
females who have undergone this procedure may be as high as 80 percent, local groups believe that this
figure is overstated. Membership in female secret societies which _Xun:on FGM in their initiation rites
has been declining..

E. Claims Based on Political Opinion

We have in recent years seen a number of claims based either on the applicants’ association with the
previous APC party or government, or the possibility thut the NPRC government may associate them
with the rebels. Some senior officials of the APC govemment—most of them charged with
corruption—-were jailed by the NFRC when it assumed power in 1992. They were released in April,
1993, and as noted above, the last three remaining political prisoners were released S. the new civilian
government in April, 1996 as its first order of business.

We have no information to indicate that those who could be seen merely as supporters of the APC, or
who have family relationships to those who had been held, would now be subjected to legal or extra-legal
actions on those grounds. Similarly, because of the recent renewal of the amnesty offered by former
Chairman Strasser, and particularly because of the new civilian government now in power, even persons
previously suspected of rebel activities or sympathies now appear able to retum without difficulty.

Some claims are based on a fear of the NPRC government itself and the military officials within it.
Now, however, with the advent of the new, freely-elected civilian government and the willing surrender
of power by Chuairman Bio to the new president, m&cn_anpoa may wish to examine such cases with even
more care,

F. Claims Based on Fear of Violence and Civil Unrest
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Most frequently cited by Sierra Leonean asylum applicants are fears for their safety because of the
violence and civil unrest caused by the war. Going into its fifth year until the recent ceasefire, the war in
Sierra Leone had become largely an operation of hit and run attacks on undefended or lightly defended
targets. The attacks were sporadic, random and scattered about the country, Many applicants for asylum
cite their residence in the war zones, but it appears that most displaced persons should be able to find
refuge in other, less afflicted areas of the country--especially in urban centers.

Freetown does not seem to be directly threatened, and our Embassy notes that the conflict has for the
most part been confined to the countryside. Principal urban sreas have been relatively unaffected except
for an influx of internally displaced refugees from remote rural villages. Most Sierra Leoneans who can
afford to travel to the U.S. will probably come from Freetown or one of the main provineial towns (Bo,
Kenema, Makeni, Kabala or Kambiz). While rebel activity interdicted road travel between Freetown and
up-country areas in November and December, 1995 and parts of January 1996, food convoys have been
able to travel upcountry without hindrance since mid-January 1996. As noted above, negotiations
between the govemnment and the rebel leader were initiated by former Chairman Bio and are being
continued by President Kabbah. In short, the war currently poses no w.nEmoe: threat to people residing
in any of the.main population centers.

The conflict in Sierra Leone, which may be nearing its end, does not appear to be based on ethnic,
territorial or political factors. Attacks against small villages seemed to be for the main purposs of
looting. Thus, no particular group appears to be singled out. In any case, our understanding of the law is
that anarchy or civil strife may not, per se, establish grounds for asylum,

Other F: Influencing Misrati
As noted above, Sierra Leone is an extremely poor country, despite its minerals production. In

addition to the civil unrest afflicting the country, the harsh economic conditions and abject poverty of

many Sierra Leoneans have caused many of them to flee. Even well-educated Sierra Leoneans are drawn

to the U.S. by the greater professional opportunities here--as well as the fairly large Sierma Leoncan
community living here.
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SIERRA LEONE
Nigerian Troops Take Frestown

Nigerian troops from the West African
..RP&.F&E%.. force, ECOMOG, “are in
firm conred of Freetown as well a3 most
of Sierra Leons™ the Nigerian presidency
indicated on Febeuary 1 3h, This was achi-
eved with a “minimal loss of human Hves™
In its communique the Nigeran presidency
calied on “the remuining junta forces (led
by Paul Koroma), most of whose fighters
are fleeing, to cooperate lally with ECO-
MOG 10 help it sccomplish its mandate
which will lead 10 the complete re-estab.
lishmeat of the legitimate govemment of
President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, in con-
formity with the peace plan of the Econ
omic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS)". It also called for urgent
humanitarian aid for the people of Sierra
Leone and said that ECOMOG was pow
taking measures (0 st up secutity zones
andd safe comidors to distribute humani
tarian aid, The communique further called
on the United Nations and the Security
Council in particular to facilitate (he
deployment of & mitsion of UN miliary

obictvers to the country “now that their

wafety can be guarameed"

The Nigerian presadency claimed {hat the
offensive by ECOMOG forces which led
to the seizuee of Frestown was the direct
comsequence of Incessant macks by junea
forces against ECOMOG trpops who were
thus forced 10 attack In order 10 ensure
their deferce. The Nigerian presidenc
also congratuloted the new ECOMOG
commander in chielf, Nigerian General
Timothy Stelpide a5 well as Colooel
Maxweil Kobe and his men for their cous-
2ge and valour in carrying ol their mis
sion, Colone! Kobe led the assault on Free-
town.

Nigeria was undoubtedly pleased at ahe
outeone of its operation, confirming, as it
does, its power in the region But the UN
expressed anxiety about the situstion of
civiliana in the midst of the armed confiict
and bad earlier called for peace but was
ignored. The assistamt UN Geperal Sec.
retary foe Humanitarian Affalrs, Sergio
Vizira de Mells, recalied the 2ppeal made
on February |th by UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan 0 the warring parties to spare
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New outflow from Sierra Leone complicates Lib... . Page l of 2

ReliefWeb , ; .
huipd i reliclwed, ing

Source: Refugees International

Date: 03 Apr 1998

New outflow from Sierra Leone complicates Liberian

. Repatriation
Contact: Natacha Scott !

Refugees International (R1) recently completed a three-week assessment mission to West Africa which focused on the
flight of Sierra Leonean refugees to neighboring Guinea and Liberia and the repatristion of Liberian refugees from
Guinea. As fighting between forces Joyal to democratically-elected President Kabbah and those supporting the
AFRC/RUF junta shifted to the countryside in the wake of the forcible reinstallment-last month of Mr. Kabbah in
Freetown, tens of thousands of Sicrra Leoneans fled into an area already burdened with large numbers of Liberian
refugees awaiting repatriation,

Sierra Leonean Inunz arrivals in Gulnea

Since the retum of Mr. Kabbah, international attention has largely been focused on the situation inside Sieera Leone. .
Meanwhile an estimated 85,000 Sicrra Leonean refugees have fled into the forest region of Guinea, near Gueckedou.

In interviews with newly arrived refugees, R! heard numerous sllegations of unrestrained violence perpetrated against

the civilian population by both parties to the conflicL. v

Guinea, ranked among the poorest countries of the world, has hosted large numbers of refugees for eight years. In the
past two years, however, international assistance has been scaled back. For example, in December 1996, the World
Food Program (WFP) switched from a distribution of food to the general population to 8 more restrictive approach
targeting only the most vulnerable refugee population,

The UNHCR ficld team on the spot was already responsible for the maintepance of the existing cascload of refugees
from Sicrra Leone s well as the ongoing repatrintion of Liberian refugees. It now faces the additional challenge of
responding to this new wave of refugees from Sierra Leone. Without a significant, immediate increase in staff und
resources, the UNHCR and its implementing partness will be overwhelmed by competing demands.

Refugees International recommends that:

+  the Government of Sierra Leone accelerate the reconciliation process and hegin negotiations with all political
parties (AFRC and RUF included) to address the situation in the castern part of the country;
+  UNHCR send 2 specinl taskforce to manage the Sierra Leanean new wmivals situation so that this latest crisis
doesn't underewt current efforts to facilitate the repatriation process; ? ‘
+  the Govemnment of Sierra Leone quickly put in place a mechanism to hold perpetrators of crimes and violent
acts against the civilian population accountable for their actions, .
«  WEP continue its food assistance during the rainy season (May to October) and enhance the quantities to the
level advised by WHO.

Sierra Leonean refugee arrivals in Liberia

Beginning in February, as muny 25 1,800 Sierra Leonean refugees & day poured into the Vahuo area of Liberia,
adjacent to the eastern border of Sicmra Leone. Although that number decreased by March, eccording to different
estimates between 15,000 and 26,000 refugees (mainly women and children) have crossed the barder into Liberia. At
the outset, the condition of the refugess was good. This is expected to change, however, due to poor sanitation and
the lack of clean drinking water, Male children between the ages of 7 to 15 are conspicuously absent among the
refugee population, as are adult men in general. Refugees allege that junta forces pull male civilians ont of groups
attempting (0 cross the border. Security on the Liberian side of the border remains unstable, and the protection of
refugees is 4 growing concern. UNHCR's implementing pantness have proposed a plan to move the refugees further
from the border. The most vulnerable could be transported immediately if enough trucks were available, Prompt
action is vital, as the Vahun region is & temote area undd the rainy season will render roads impassable.

Refugees International recommends that:

+  the Sierra Leonean new amivals be moved deeper into Liberia aad funher from the Sicera Leone border, to

hitp/iwwwaotes.reliefweb ant/Websites/ RW Domino na[f480fa8736b83bbe3c | 256416004c8ad5/fc10422ec6d8a524-04.983de0035¢



New outflow from Sierra Leone complicates Lib... Page 2 of 2

‘ deny the junta the opportunity to militarize the refuges camps;
*+  asystem of disarming the refugees be implemented by ECOMOG or other military authorities to avoid a
replay of the eastern Zaire camps, where intimidators gained control;
* donor governments assign experienced individuals to the UNHCR to help monitor the situation as protection
officers.

Repatriation to Liberin

Libieria has been devastated by a seven-yeur long civil war. Lofa County, bordering Sierra Leone and Guinea, has
been especially heavily damaged, and 106,000 Liberian refugees are expected (o return there. The landscape iz a
succession of ghost villages and scorched vehicles along the side of the road. There is hardly any infrastructure, and
the roads are in terrible condition.

Three months ago, the government of Guinea closed its border with Liberia in response to security incidents, bringing
a temporary halt to the repatriation of Liberian refugees. The bocder has just been reopened and the repatriation
process is set to begin again. Meanwhile, inside Liberia, budget cuts have stalled the implementation of worthwhile
community-based projects, which are critical to the success of the repatriation. Logistics problems further complicate
the repatriation process. Out of 125 trucks donated by EU, S?Sggrnggnﬂggéﬁ

‘ parts from Burope needed (0 repair them,

éoana%g&:nau.co&ag&S:ﬁgx.:g.%s%io&gﬁa
return to Liberia, but supplics have already becn exhausted assisting the local population and 2 small number of
spontancous returnees. Many Liberian refugees hesitate to return, afmid of what might await them back home.
Additionally current policy is to provide transpoctation for only the most vulnerable refugees and those whose homes
are more than 25 kilometers from the border, Others must find 3 way on their own to trarisport their beloagings and
food rations. .

The emergency situation of Sierra Leone has resulted in a shift of staff and funds from the 3_852.8 operation, and
a balance should be reestablished.,

Refugees International recommends that:

* UNHCR mmange regular cross-border vigits by refugees in Guinea so that they may judge for themselves
whether it is safe 1o returm to their home villages;

* UNHCR offer a small cash allowance 1o refugee relurnees (not ?9.&& transport under current policy) to
cover the cost of the trip home;

. agggncgé.g funds to guickly lease locally S0 more trucks in the Gueckedou arca to
assist in the repatriation of Liberian refugees; they could also be used to transport new arrivals from the
border, and to deliver food and non-food items,

‘ * EU provide an additional supply of seed and tools - perhaps air-lifted S remote preas - before the imuninent
rainy sesson;

* donor governments immediately respond to UNHCR's appeal for Libenia (the UNHCR has received only
$1.32 million of the $38.2 million it sought) and ensure there is sufficient funding for road and bridge repair
shead of the rainy season, #nd for micro-development projects for returnees, IDPUs and locals.

Refugees International - 2639 Conn. Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20008
Phone: 202-828-0110 Fax: 202-828-0819 www: hup:/twww refintl.org

Return to: [TOP] [Home Page] [1996 documents |
Email ReliefWeb at: comments @iclicfweh int
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be ousting of ¢he AFRC (unta b

President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah has returned rtsieebio Ko Sl g
“- - . S lgerin RS SOps 43
home te ‘crisis country’, Sierra Leone cdearedd the way for the return of
. . . . . . ALt AL 2 '\ Kab.
remains in turmoii since the civil war thot Nwik Excstiams Abimed T e

buly from exile in the pesghbouring

MTO»*W*MQ :._Q _m<mm O* wTOCMOSQMs Uﬂﬁxﬂcvwmﬂ Republic of Cuinea — nine months after the

= = coup thas togplead him from power

the economy and disrupted the foundations Preparations for his arrival weee overeen
by an eleven-man Task Force led by the
O.m QOOQ m0<m~.3303.~. OC% nou.q.mmmuﬂvﬁams.-m Actornes General Solomon Berewsa who
_OO_A at the ir a H peomised o nwune an innd2peh Bnvestigation
Q@ma% m Vsmu QﬂOmeﬂ .D.mﬂunQ: n by AFRC RUF and suspectad collabued.
nOCD.—.Q M.:.C@m_mm to recover *ﬂos years O* tees ta ook and ke steps 1o prevent 3 récur-

¢ TUOM rence of thié cvents of the past nine manthi

A Comamnsee of Soragement was also 20t

COMOG Comtmiandur

e Lol Nigenia Bl




Ceneral Maxwell Khobe and Vice Pressdenc
De Allseer Demby o run the affairs of the
avminers bt the retum of Kabbaly,

In 2 symbolic gesture before his return
Kabbah vidred Nigeria's lender General San|
\Racha in Abua w expeess his graticode o0
e Nigeewn loe restoring his soverninent to

el 21

Fall of Freetown
he O of Feeerown came rather quickly, to
thir Solathe o (es beleaguered and war-nesry
nkobitants and the shock teliet of their
Nigeran liberatoes who had expeceed stiffer
restmands v the junts

e2nce they had broken through the junta’s

Jdetence litves on the thind day of the battle in
the east ead of the city and v the hifls from
the Jirecriom of Furah Bay College, the Nige-
iy had & viceun! walkover an ey combed
theic way chroagly the narow winding steeets
of central Freetown, dushing out the rem-
nanes of the fhghters of the Peoples Army.

Reports say life a the oty i nlmost back
to mormal. A Swk-tondawn curfew imposed
soon ofter the city’s caprure by ECOMOG
teoops was relaxed to run froat midnight w 6
am. The Lungl lnreenational Airpore thar
served ms ECOMOG's muain base in the coun-
try s been reopened by commescial tight
according o ECOMOG Chief of Staff
Brigadier-General Abdul One-M luhamated.

“ECOMOG has kicked our the militias
and s there i 00 k" he said. His stacemnant
wins welconsed Ly aid agencies thar had been
Fruutraced by stringent and obstructive ECO.
MOG peocedures tor the Jelivery of huntani
LANAN slsece.

As part of the peocest of its mopping up of
the city, ECOMOG had empuwered the local
police o search ant recover Jooted properties
from homes, ports and docks, and even on the
high seas. Over 1400 officials and alleged col-
labueators have been deeained at Freetoun's
Padembs Road Prison, and ot detention
camps at Lungt and Jul, west of che ity
where Nigerian trovps also hive a base

War in the bush
The sdden collapse of the AFRCRUF rests.
tance in Freeromn could have been the risule
of 3 tactical Jecialon t tetreat inoo the coun-
tryside and take the war back into the
provinces. This is prabably true of the RUF
for whom this could simply mean getring hack
to business as wsund because, prioe 10 the coup,
their operations were largels confined o the
councryside. If they were going 1o make # lase
seand then it would surely have to be on their
G termitony

For this réason, once the ¢capture and
securing of Freetown and ity environs had

been completed, che Nigerians commenced.

the deployment of a large number of troops at
Atrategic rownd in the provinces.

The number of Nigerian rroops has been
estimated ot arownd 1200, During the fyhe.
Ing, estra troop; were flomn m froem Nigeda,
on one occasion 0\ arnved from Kang. Oth-
ers poured nerass with armovred cozs, tanks
and heavy netlleny from the Ecomug base in
Liberia invto suuth-castera Sierra Leone. More
trocgs were despatched from bases 2t Lungl
and Jui 1o the cities uf Bo in the south and
Kenema in the east 100 # thowdown with
juneas Beces shar had taken control thece.

In addition Ezomog could count on Prest.
dene Kabboh's bwal Kamajor militia who were

= ' A L) o NS
Foreign Minister Shirley Chujama
faces new probiems

mazstag on the outdidres of both cides. They
numbored altogether abvar 34000,

The column of Nigerlan teoops from
Lilerca headed ror the citv of Kenema which
is <lose ro the diamond mining town of Tongo
whese, only a week or w betore the all-out
Nigerian otfersive, tlerce bactles in which
hundreds were billed and properties were
Sestroved had Been tought bugween the Jocal
Romuajor mbitia and forces of the AFRC Peo-
ples Armp :

Kamajors v RUF
Junta forces were m contnd of mest party of
the cley slebough they were being ficrcely cvn-
fronted by the Kanmajors. Scores of civilians
were killed in the ceossfire and tens of thou-
sands fed & nearby B and local towns.

ECOMOG troops, whuse progress had
been impaired dv ohstacles placed on the road
by Kamajors o block the eadlier advance of
junea forces Naallv arrived and coprured the
rown the nest Juy, The core of junta fightees
had atreads deir the tonn, which was beft in
ruing. One repore sand thar as ECOMOG
croops mofled inzo Renema, thoutands of citi-
sens who had tled came oue of hiding and
walked behind the catumn

In Bo, the countiy’s secomd largest iy,
AFRCRLT vapes wore vying tor controd with
Kamajors who made several atcempts to dis
lodgs them. The nrstion became 5o desper
ate and onnua thar e civilian population
made pleas tor ECOMOG teoops o come o
thelr tesive. The ot was that neely four
dags of biezer ngnnng had lett che cley in pan
wizih coarrol changing from the
Kaeajats ¢ 1) totcey and vice versa on at
feazt three s2iian Even with the arrival of
ECOMOG warose. tive bargle for Bo wa flerce
and fasted 1o oore than oo dave Eveneuoalls
fodan weuring totat con

the Nigur: o .

Naw Afrcan 9 Agsd 1908



trol, bearing the junta forces into a hasty
retrent out of town.

For severol days during and after the fight-
ing, over 120 cotpies lay festering in the
steeets with scavenging dogs feading on tem.
Three commetcial banks were looted. The
telephone exchange and power station were
also Jestroyed.

The Jefeated junta forces that had tannad
out into the bush and cowns nearby regrouped
and Lsnched two further attempes o retake
the city but they were beaten back by the
Nigetians.

In the afeermach of the fighting,
Ecomog drew publlc and intemational
atzention w the potentially disaceous
humunitarian situacion facing the pop.
ulations in both the southdm und east.
o regions. Food and medical supplies
had etther been exhausted oe plun.
dered.

The progressive deployment of
Nigertan ECOMOG troops meant that
as junta forces wete being pustad from
one town, they were able o regroup
and attack towna and villages along
thelr ercape routes. One group wa
doing just that |n cowns in the North
suwch as Lunsar, Kaboka and Port Loke.

Guinean troops in action

A Guinean contingenr at Pore Loko was
accused by President Kabbah's supporters of
being indifferent to AFRC's rumpoages in the
tegions. In facr the Guineans were invulved in
clashes with junta forces andd had even super.
vised the surrendee of aver 30 Junea soldies
with their arms and ammunition,

ECOMOG captured Lunsar withour
much fighting as junts forces had left the
wmwn aftee looting snd destroying the hospial
and the conference centre, which were razed
to the ground.

The Nigerians then headad for the main
nottheen city of Makeni where 2 large coatin.
gent of loyal AFRC/RUF focces, including key
junta persornel, such as AFRC Chairman
Johony Paul Koroma, had waken refuge after
seizing control of the town. According to
somie reports, they then engaged in an vy of
loating 2nd victence, forcing 3 mass exodus of
the inhabitants. When the Nigetian toops
arrived, thote was a brief battle but mosc of
the junta forces had by then l2ft the town.
Ther ook away 25 Westers lwsrages inclnd
ing nunt and priests, and aid wodkers inclod:
ing two MSF workees. They were releated w0
weeks later following pleay from rhe Ronan
Catholic Gishop of Maken: Bishop Geotgs
Biguzii. A Dureh journalise, Teun Voeten,
captured ut the same time was atill mizang

There had been some speculation tha

COVER STORY / SIERRA LEONE

Nigerian troops, unfamilisr with the Sietca
Leonean tetrain, might find it tough vutkle
Freetown. Now it seems that thzir supecior
equipnsent, mobility snd firepower especially
from the ait hosr made their task much easter
than they could have expeciad. )
But there are still bigger prizes to fight for.
including the diamond mining Kono Districe
which, with o¢ without a rebel war, has always
been a no-man's land and a hotked of vio-
Jence and intenpe rivalry between street wise

gangs.

£
Kamajors are still fighting in the bush

Finally, there i sull the Kadlahun Districe
which ranks as the RUFs longest held territo-
ty. Although chere has been 0o action there,
the speed at which ECOMOG forces have
been depluved In hos pursuit means that any
time naw, the guns will start roaring in this
castern corner of Sierea Leone.

Iy the Tast cheee weeks, thowsands of RUF
fighters have returned to the ares, which iy
ait0 the home of their losgess base — Zagada
Theit second largest near Moyamba was over-
run by the Knmajoes some weeks ago

The £l out frons che AFRC's rour will be
b to sssess until the dust sectles. In the
meantime certain tigues will need o be
sddeersed such s the rstum and rehabiditation
of the lazest batch of refugees that fled follow.
Ing the AFRC coup tase year. und the plighe of
those recently, and even now being, displaced
tollowing the current bout of fighting:

Relations with Liberias whose President
Chatles Tuylor was accused of being sympa-
thetic 1o the junts remain straned and will
need mending for the sike of peaceful coexis-
rence bewesn bock counteses.

The Liberiany have accuted Kabbah's
hamajors and disident Libenan groups fight
ing slongshle them of planmng to distupe the
new peace enjoved in their country. Taylor
has shreatened regeisals if any ateemit s made
to destabilise his counery from Sleers Leone.
In lasz February, Liberman troops were &nt o
the Sierra Leune borler to present o posiibie

spillover. Relatlons with Gyinea on the
hand remain extrenely cordial.
bet

For the moment, questinns are
siked which wiil cequite answers- One Jis-
turbing developmuent has been the inability of
ECOMOG to pre-empt and forestall the
sevenge ateacks and killings chat have been
waking place in Freetown, Bo. Kenema, Mak-
enl and other wowns following their liberation
from junta forces, Also, the sudden emee-
gence of liszs (other than that approved by the
UN Security Councll) of pénons named s
collaborators of the AFRC, some of
whom have been set upoa by venyerul
mobs, resulting in at least thiree Jearhs
ued the fadlure to publish the rull ki of
those who have been decained by
FOOMOG which would sssure their
families sbout their whereabouts an
wheee responsibility for cheie safety or
othenwise lies.

How long will the ‘
Nigerians stay?

But perhaps the most challenging of all
the questions that will be asked i how
fong will Nigerian noops be sasing in
Sierra Leoae! It has aleeady been sug-
. gested that as long & it I necesan. It
3. how will they be maintained and wha will
pay for i

Even now questions are being asked sboue
how ECOMOG's Nigerian “successful ™ expe-
dition has been paid for and whether or bow
they intend to recoup their expendituce. Alio,
what kind of asmy will they be handing over
o Kabbah? Would it be an entirely Kamajor-
based army or would there be insistence on
prior disuemament of all milicias before
receuliment into the new srmy can sart?

And latly, what indeed is theee In it for
Genecal Sani Abachal

Ay for the political fallour, there is
doukt that Presidens Kabbah has :..ﬁ?/‘
a far more ravaged political landscape tha
before the coup. He had peroblems then but
now they have become bigger. Even mote
worrying for him is the likelihood that the
feagite political alliances created by the
enforced persod of mutual accommodaron
beeween the vatious political parcies dunng
chis erisés, will beeak up 300n afrer the enpho-
ris over his resyrn has died down. Iz will then
be interesting to see whether the democracy
that has been restored flourishes 10 allow full-
scale politscal debate and criiciim of his gov
ernment and its policies.

For varw, Sierrs Leoneans have 1o acceps
that in 3ll but name they are again effectivels
utder one-party scate rule — this time backes
by the mititary mighe of big beother —Néperua

m
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How the West won in Sierra Leone

The role of Nigeria's military government in securing the
return to power of President Kabbah in Sierra Leone is
obvious. Nigeria wanted to expand its hegemony in the
region and demonstrate ifs leadership. But what is not so
clear is thot Nigeria had the backing of Britain and the US.
They wanted to return Sierra Leone to their sphere of
influence. Our speciol correspondent reveals a complex

power struggle.

West African diplomar assesiing the
significance of Nigerla's unifateral
intervention in Sierra Leone o
restore President Kabbah to power
in the name of EQOWAS, made the cutbous
comment that “they wete quack w do their

r's bidding”. |
...a diplomat meant that the US had

given the green light for Nigeria to move on
the military junta in Sierra Leone. Without
the material and moral support of the US
and Beitaln, Nigeria would noc have had the
backbone to shoot it way into Freetown.

Western intorests

Despice the appalling human righn recosd of
the military establishment in Nigeela und che
doubts the US and Britain express sbour
Nigeria's willingnes: to return v constitution-
ul rule, Beltain and Nigeria backed by the US,
have found common ground in their policies
over Liberia and Slemra Ledae.

It has been a remarkable comcidence of
interests which ignoced domessic politics in
Nigerls and the fact thar General Sanl
Abacha is genenlly considered o be an inter-
national cutcast,

t Nigeria ks not anyone's poodle. Nige-
T staked 1ty autional interest in the sue.
cess of its operations In Libetla and Sierra
Leone in order o beeak the internazional (so-
lazion which continiwes to hamper the political
objectives of General Abacha, In Abacha's
eagerness to seck International supgort or
understanding for hu democratiation pro-
gramme, he has inversely isolated Nigeria
from most of West Aftica. He could not carty
hir colleagues with him n his pursuit of the
milieary optioa in Sietes Leans in order 10
“restore democracy.”

Abacha's gambie

The motives of Abacha have therefore been
brought into question and it cemains to be
seen if he huas sconed the teal vicmrey he yearns
2ar, Bur here, the adage that no one bas an

Kamajors at Camp Seketiu
we for you siter you have allowed youeself 1o
be wsed may be apt.

It will be recalled that the decision o
intervene in June 1997, as sooa s the military
ouited President Xabbah on 25 May 1997,
nearly divided the miliciry establishment in
Nigetia. Those who advocated u mifitary solu-
tion argued rhat it would get the US and
Brimin to changs their stance on the domsestic
polithes of Nigerin. They wete wrotg.

Yee sall the victory In Sieeea Leone may
produce the same convulsive anger thar eaty
at the vimls of every Nigerian since the sol-
diers started to interfere in the political and
econamic geder.

Despice Nigena's generosity with its oif
and the provision of special credic factlithes for
its neighboury, it i anll poc accordad the lead.
enhip and dignity of office it feels It deserves
in the region

Even after its success in Sierrs Leone,
Nigerta & getting leele invemnarional scelaim.
It & this singular factor of benign neglece and
the fesling of belng used that could choke the
Abacha regiine thould the expecred pay-off
not yiekd eesulrs domestically,

Nigeria's domestic interests

Nigeoa's domestic intezests of lote have come
1o shape the pelirics of West Aftics 21 repre-
sented by EDOWAS. Ay the US has soughe 1o
use the UN inits own sathonal intevest, Nige-
ria haw almose succeeded in wiing ECOWAS

s 0 ool for iy nanionsl interest despite the

chugrin of Ghana, Cote d'lvoire, Burkina Faso
and Toga
Vulnetrable countries like Cameroon,
Nigez, Benin and The Gambia aze alarmed a1
what appesrs o be u carte blanche for the
military in Nigeria to do whae it wanes in the
region just us is does with impunity ae home.
It is this fear of Nigerln's sense of impunicy
thot has worried Liberia despite a job well
done there. Abacha shouts ingratitude to
Liberiuns when Presidens Tayloc asks ECO.
MOG 1o leave or teansform itself into a
cupacity building machine.

Control of ECOMOG

It wos che fear of the uninrended conze-
quences of the dominant tole of Nigeria in
the formation of ECOMOG that brokered
the compromise wle of Ghana to provide
the field commander. After the capruse from
ECOMOG of Samuel Doe and his subse-
quent mueder, Nigeria took over the role of
ECOMOG field commander and thus the

mikicary lesdership.

The polirical leadership was in the hands
of Cote d'lvoire and it lacer shifted 10 Benin
and thea Ghana between 1990 and 1995,
Abacha seized power in lare 1993 and by the
middle of 1994 his consolidation process
noticed the “international” importance of
assuring supeeme concrof of both the polirical
and mifitary leadenhip of ECOMOC in ctder
to bring coherence in the mission of the
ECOWAS Authotiry in Libetia, The US and
Beirain put their ambivalence over the mil)-
tary eseablishment in Nigeria aside and geo-
vided che backbone of moral and material
support 1o this consobidated thrust.

Theough the preventive diplomacy Initia-
tives of former US president, Jimmy Carter
and the former Special Eavoy of Intemational
Aberr, Akyuaba Addai-Sebo, Abacha and Tay-
lor met in Abuja ik August 1995,

It was the smoking of the peace plpe
between Abucha and Tuylot that gave cre-
dence and virality co the Abuja Accord and
consolidated the entire Liberia peace process
in the hands of Nigeria. It was chis faceor thae
gave the international reprieve Abacha need-
ed for locking up Chief Moshood Ablola, the
winner of “the fiirest” democratic elections in
Nigeria, and later for executing Kes Saro-
Wiws and the Ogoni teadership

Here again, Liberia’s misfortunes proved
to be Abacha's fortune o3 his intesrvendon in
Liberis gave him 3 measure of international
teprieve which inversely steengthened his

MNaw Afrnizar sanl 1854
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SORRY STORY OF
SIEARA LEONE

1 August 1985: Siaka Stevens

hands over to Maj-Gan Josaph
Momoh

19 April 1982: Military coup by
Captain Valontine Strasser

16 January 1996: Coup: Brig
Jullus Maada Bio ousts Strasser

29 March 19988 Ahmed Teojan
Kabbah becomas president after
olections

ngle‘ogg.s&%«
Koroma ousts Kabbah

414 Fobruary 1898: ECOMOG
troops capture Froetown

40 March 1988: Kabbah Is
reatorad

hands Somiestizally and his abidicy to sct with
impunity regardiess of meernational opinica.

Anglophones v Francophones
Abacha's ability to shape foreign policy for
domestic purposes was facilitated by the his.
toric anglophooe and francophone hegemonic
divide and tnterest in the sab-regioa. The role
of Cote d'Ivoire in the peace process in
Liberia wos seen 23 an extension of French
ambitions in West Africa because alio of the
alleged refations between the son of the lae
President Mitterand and the then leader of
the National Patriotic Frant of Liberia,
Chatles Taylor,  ~

Bricain, by way of Nigeria, helped the US
aot 1o Jose its only direct sphere of influence
in West Africa. The US returned this favour
in the case of Sierra Leone where Britzin
needed US help, sgain by way of Nigerda,
destroy the Revolutionary United Froat of
Sierea Leone {RUF) and the disloyal srmy in
aeder 1o tetave the faintest possibility of Tay-
loc's influence in Sierra Leone on behalf of
France,

The political leadership of the Sierra
Leotie pedce procesa fell into the lap of Core
d'lvoite again by # coincidence of intetest
between the then Head of State of Sietra
Leone, Brigadiec General Julivs Masda Bio
and the leader of the RUF Corpocal Foday
Saybans Sankoh. Bath leaden hod come w0
suspect #nd mistrust the intentions of the US,
Bricain and Nigeria. Maads was dishevelled by
what he saw us arrogant interfecence in the
domestic affairs of Sierra Leone. Britain and
the US insisced on “elections before peace”
and added the moaral authotity of the Com-
monwealth and UN. The OAU sought to
vemmaln neutral here but not for long
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Foday Sankoh. a veteran of the Congo
ceisis saw how Lumumba and the Congo was
desteoyed by the Beltish and the Americam
even at the experse of the life of Dag Ham,
matskjold, the then UN Secretary General.
Foday Sankoh was slso miscrudful of ECOW.
AS under the thumb of the Nigerian mifitary
establishment.

It was this coincidence of Interescs that
drew Corte d'lvolte 0o the centre stage of the
Sietrs Leone peate process. Nigeria had
offered to hout the talks but Frectown had
yiehded the option of the choice of a venue o
the RUF.

The negonation process was directed by
Cote d'Ivoire with support from the UN,
OAU, Commeonwealth and the Intemational
Alent. Ghana, Burkina Faso and especially
Gulnes and Nigeria falt left out. Britain way
irrisated by what it saw as an interference |n
s sphete of influence. When the OAU
became accepted by Maada Bio and Foday
Sankoh as 9 moce neutral hand, it is alleged
that the OAU Secretary General was asked w0
stand off by Beitain and the US as in their
oplnion, the UN could not “play second -
dle” to the OALL

This fact was reinforced by Presilent Kub-
bk who accused bath the OAU and [nma-
ticnal Alart of being 100 close to the RUF and
elements within the Slerea Leonean army.
Despite the clash of interesrs and the incer-
play of forces, a peace agresment was daly
signed and named Abldjan Accord on 29
November 1996,

Use of mercenaries

The military eatablishment in Nigeris s
plleged not 1o have been happy with the pro-
vision in the azcord which effectively called
for the removal of all foreign troops including
the metcenary group, Executive Qutcomes.
Here it la Important to note that Britain has
consiscently backed the hire atd we of mer.
cenaties in Sierta Leone and justified bt by
"extraordinaty circumstances’. Bricish-related
dogs of war, the Ghurkhas, Executive Out-
comes and Sandline have all been engaged in
Siertn Leone. And for the firse time, the
Woeld Bank allowed President Kabbuh to use
sorme of its maney to pay Executive Qutcomer
in 1996.

Intetestingly, neither the UN not the
QAU noe the Commonwealth has criticised
this peactice of the hite and use of mercena::
jes In Sierra Leone. The stipulation by the
Abidjan Accord for the removal of all foceign
1ro0ps within 2 specific dime frame was seen a3
directed at Nigena and alio to pave way for
the eventual ke over of Sierr Leone by the
RUF in afliance with segments of the Sierm
Leone ureny.

Leadership struggle in UN
The peripd leading to the signing of the Abid-

jan Ace u\ﬁ-ﬁeﬁ.ﬁ.oﬁ?%?.n?'
national community, The leadership struggle
in the UN was in full swing, Dr. Boutros
Bouteot-Ghali's leadership was being chal:
lenged by the US sgainst the perceived inter-
est of France.

Coincidentally, key personalities in the
Sierra Leons peace process were candidates o
ucceed Bouteos-Ghall. D Salim Ahmed
Satim. the OAU Secretary General, Amara
Essy, the Foreign Minister of Cote d'lvolre
and Ould Abadallaby, the Chief Executive of
the Global Coalition for Aftica, who was alo

Q&E.Tvo.non&ncngnga_
and ctheir names had been put forward along
with that of Kofi Annan. Each candulate
knew the strength of will of the US and
Beitain and the impormance of winning their
votes. This coincidence of interese alio camie
to shipe and dicuire the pace and temper of
zxvuﬂnn.ﬁnlmamiﬂ_.ax..;o:__.v.
hete was the two feet astride tactics of Salim
Salim who was alio keen on gesting # third
rerm as the OAU Secretary Genzral. Salim

ot President Kabbah to nominace him and
also the suppotr of Abacha.

At thar juncture, the coincidence of intes-
ests had coplesced with the US and Brimin
using Nigeria and Guines to sideline Corce
'lvoize a5 Sankoh, with limself w blame, got
himsell arreseed and locked up in Nigeria ac
the plesture of President Kabbah. At the
same time 3 Guiaean senior UN offlcer,
Lansana Xouyate, had taken over s the Exec-
utive Secretary of EOOWAS based in Abuju,
the Nigerian capical.

Meanwhile in Beitain, the Conservative
Pusty was on (s way out but it was 3 contis-
tiin of policy as the Labour Party ok over-

In Sieres Leone, Beirin had a perfect oppot-
wunity to testore to pawer the Slerma _ho_i
Peoples’ Party (SLPP), the very organisat
that Beitain had groomed to rule Sierra Lecas
5 the puut colonial establishment purey. The
SLPP's dreams had been wrurped by the
upstares of the All Peoples’ Congress {APC),
The irony here is that in Nigeria the nacth-
ernen weee ued by the syseem of indirect rule
to dominate and control the south o date and
in Siecrs Leone the south has been helped out
of theiz vears in the political wilderness by the
nocthern military ollgarchy of Nigeria e
ressore the Bricish order of things

Bricain's policy justification in Sierra
Leone wis snchoced in the firm belief by bothy
the poliricisns and civil servanus thar, “You do
not appease terrortsts and digtators.” A eilic
aty solution was thecefore the prefecred
option {n Sizera Leooe. m

New Alacan 14 Agpeil 1998
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IRIN-WA Update 191 of Events in West Africa, (Tuesday) 21 April 1998
SIERRA LEONE: UNHCR tells of ousted junta strocities

‘ Al a press briefing in Geneva on Tuesday, UNHCR sccused the ousted junia of committing atrocities against civilians
in northeastern Sierra Leone. UNHCR spokesperson Judith Kumin said refugees arriving in Guinea reported terrible
atrocities by ths ousted Armed Force Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and Revolutionary United Front (RUF) against
perceived enemics. The flow of refugees into Guinea was now estimated at between 300 to 1,000 arrivals per day,
while tens of thousands were blocked at the border with nowhere to go, UNHCR and NGOs would be providing
water and medicines, and Iaunching a vaccination campaign. Some 20,000 Sierra Leonean refugees are currently
living in three Guinean border villages - Forokonia, Kobikoco, Heremakono, UNHCR said many refugees were
suffering from malaria, respiratory diseases, diarrhoes and malnutrition. It said the onset of the rainy season in Z-w
would hamper the relocation of Sierra Leonean refugees,

Of the 250,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea, 50,000 arrived since the beginning of this year, Reuters reported.
55,000 refugees mrived in Liberia over the same period.

Warnings of humanitarisn crisis in east

Meanwhile, Reuters quoted aid workers in the eastern diamond town of Koidu as predicting a "big humanitarian
situation” once the fighting subsided. A local humanitarian source told IRIN that only one international NGO had
staff in Koidu and was trying to evacuate them. Ancther source zaid he had reccived eyewitness accounts confirming
reports of "horrific” scenes of mutilations and killings by AFRC and RUF fighters, The NGO Merlin, in Freetown,

‘ told IRIN the situation in the Koldo area was unclear. It said malnutsition centres for childrea had expanded greatly
in Kenema district hospital, which received many casualties from the Kailahun area. Another local source said
between 130-150 war-wounded were receiving treatment at Kenema government hospital,

ECOMOG says Liberion fighters destabilising Sierra Leone

The Nigerian commander of the West African intervention force in Sierra Leone, ECOMOG, Muxwell Khobe,
reiterated that factional fighters from neighbouring Liberia were embroiled in the Sierma Leone fighting, AFP
teported on Tuesday. In a radio interview quoted by AFP, Khobe said there was “abundant evidence” of the
involvement of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) and ULIMO-K, a wing of the United Liberation
Movement. However, Khobe stopped short of accusing Liberian President Charles Taylor and his government of
supporting the remnants of the ousted junta. He called on the ousted junta to surrender.

NPFL and ULIMO-K were dishanded and transformed into political parties in 1997,

NIGERIA: Referendum to replace presidential polls

The Nigerian government on Mondsy announced it would cancel presidential elections slated for August 1998 and

hold a referendum instead, news agencies reported. Wada Nas, special adviser to Nigerian leader Geoeral Sani

Abacha, quoted by AP, said it would amount to "a waste of time and resources™ to organise elections since the five
‘ political parties had endorsed Abacha as their presidentinl candidate. In the referendum to be held on | August,

Nigerians would vote for or against Abacha.

lnternational reaction
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British Foreign Minister Tony Lloyd said it was difficult to see how an election in i_lu.!_w a single candidate was
put forward by all five registered and government-sponsored pasties could be judged *free, faif and inclusive”, the
BBC reported. US State Department spokesman James Rubin accused the Nigerian government of manipulating the
transition to democracy to secure Abacha's nomination. Rubin called on "Abacha to live up to his promise to his
fellow Nigerians and the entire world and to refuse the nomination.” He added that the US would continue to
encourage reform and democratic principles in Nigenia,

Nigerian opposition calls for mass action

The chairman of the main opposition movement, the National Democratic Coalition (NADECO), Abraham
Adesanya, called on Nigerians to defy Abacha’ssdministration and force him to quit power, AFP reported on
Tuesday. Speaking at & press conference in Lagos, Adesanya said the political partics which had endorsed Abacha as
their consensus presidential candidate had shown “an unacceptable misuse of state powers, resources and influence”
and used "crude manipulation” to enforce & "wicked and pernicious agenda” on Nigeria. Adesanya called on
Nigerians to resist through organised civil, coastitutional and democratic options ranging from "work stoppage” to
"sit-at-home" protest, market closures and rallies. He did not rule out legal action by NADECO and other
pro-democracy groups (o challenge the adoption of Abacha as the sole candidate in the poll.

The United Action for Democracy (UAD), a coalition of 26 pro-democracy groups, called on Monday for “mass
Ems.-. 20l

T
Stocks fall

Meanwhile, the Nigerian bourse index fell sharply on Monday as investors took a dim view of Abacha's endorsement
as the sole presidential candidate, Reuters reported. According to the report, analysts said the development meant an
extension to Nigeria's lingeting political crisis and wamed that possible sanctions by Western countries unhappy at
the lack of democracy could hurt investment prospects.

Coup trial verdict postponed (o next week

The Nigerian defence ministry on Monday announced that the special milijary tribunal trying Abascha's former
deputy, General Oladipo Diya, and 25 others on treason charges, would announce its verdict on 28 April at its closing
session, according to news agencics, An initial date of 22 April had been announced earlier. State radio also
announced 10-soldiers and six civilians, whose names were not on the original charge sheet and whose trial had not
been announced, had been cleared of charges. They were expected to report immediately for duty.

Tennion high in north

The BBC reported that at least one man was shot dead on Sunday during proests in the northern city of Kaduna by
supporters of  jailed Shia Muslim preacher, Sheikh Ibrahim Zak-Zaky, Parts of the city wete cordoned off by
security forces and there were reports of further clashes. According to a police spokessrba, onc man was killed when
demonstralors were protesting against the arrest of the Sheikh's wife and children on Friday. A spokesman for the
protestors said five people were killed. There have been frequent protests against delays in the trial of the preacher,
who was ammested in September 1996. '

NIGER: Three opposition leaders arrested

The government of Niger on Monday announced thit three regional opposition leaders were arrested after a weekend
of political violence, according 10 news organisations. Addressing a news conference, Minister of Interior Souley
Abdoulaye said security forces were hunting four other oppasition figures after protesters demunded the resignation
of Nigerien President Torahim Bare Mainassara. He told reporters the government refused to be dragged into a "cycle
of permanent agitation”, according to Reuters. Abdoulaye said those arrested would stand trial on charges of inciting
violence, assault, arson and damaging public and private property.

In a related development, unidentified individuals fired on the home of Ali Sabo, a leading member of the opposition
Mouvement national pour Ia societe de developpement (MNSD) in the capital, Niamey, AFP reported on Tuesday.
An opposition statement said Sabo's car was damaged but there were no casualtics. s

Meanwhile, a local human rights NGO, the Association do Niger pour la defense des droits de |'homme, denounced
acts of violence by opposition activists, Reuters reported on Monday, The NGO called for an inquiry,

CHAD: US Peace Corps withdraws from country
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' The United States on Monday withdrew all 34 Peace Corps volunteers from Chad because of violence and civil
unrest, a Peace Corps statement said, It announced it was "suspending” its programme in Chad.and many of the
volunieers were now in Cameroon pending redeployment. Peace Corps Director Mark Gearan said no volunteers had
been injured but the clashes between the army and rebed farces were a reason for "concemn”.

LIBERIA: Reconciliation and investment essential for recovery

Reconciliation and Liberia’s economic recovery were at the centre of disciissions on Sunday hosted by Reverend
Jesse Jackson's Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, inChicago, according to USIS. Liberian Finance Minister Elias Saleeby
said private investors were "desperately needed” because the country was not “creditworthy™ in the intemnational
market. The conference attracted high-ranking US officials, including Susan Rice, US assistant secretary of state for
Africa, who said the US was ready to assist but it was ultimasely up to Liberians to rebuild the country,

Liberia's first lady, Jewel Howard Taylor, pledged her husband's commitment to supporting peace and human rights.
The American movement, Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, sponsored the two-day conference.

Abidjan, 21 April 1998, 19:15 gmt
[ends)

. [The material contained in this communication comes to you via IRIN West Afsica, # UN humanitarian information
unit, but may not necessasily reflect the views of the United Natioas or its agencies. UN IRIN-WA Tel: 42252173
66 Fax: 4225 21 63 35 e-mail: irin-wa@africaonline co.ci for more information or subscription. If you re-print, copy,
archive or re-post this report, please retain this credit and disclaimer. Quotations or extracts should include attribution

to the original sources. IRIN reports are archived on the Web at: hitp:/iwww reliefveb.int/ or can be retrieved
automatically by sending e-mail to archive@dha.unon.org . Mailing list: irin-wa-updates]
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IRIN-WA Update 192 of Events in West Africa, (Wednesday) 22 Apnl 1998
SIERRA LEONE: 23 charged with treason, accounts frozen

’ Twenty-three more people were charged with treason Toesday for allegedly collaborating with the former military
government, news organisations repotted. The new indictments bring to 59 the number of defendants facing treason
charges. Treasdn is punishable by death,

In another development, Attorney General Solomon Berewa Tuesday ordered banks to freeze the accounts of 93
people, mainly busincssmen, the media reported. The list includes Lebanese, Indian, westem and African nationals as
well as Sierra Leoneans who allegedly colisborated with the junta. Quoting bank sources, Reuters said the sums
frozen amounted to millions of US dollars. The agency noted that over 20 foreign nationals had siready been
expelled for collaboration and defrauding the state,

Retrained soldlers jailed for atrocities

Some 250 Sierra Leonean soldiers, "retrained” to help fight remnants of the ousted junta, have been jailed after
civilians accused them of atrocities, AFP reported Wednesday, quoting ECOMOG chief Colonel Maxwell Khobe. As
the soldiers passed through the southern city of Bo last week, angry citizens claimed they had murdered, raped and
maimed residents during the nine months of army rule, Khobe said, Those now detzined in Freetown were among a
first batch of former soldiers who had been deployed alongside the mnOZoo intervention force after surrendesing 10
it when it ousted the junta from the capital in February.

‘ SENEGAL: Eleven die in Casamance clash

Ten rebels of the Mouvement des Forces Democratiques de Casamance (MFDC) and one government soldier were
killed Tuesday in a clash in Senegal’s troubled southern province, AFP reporied. The clash took place in the village
of Sanoun, some 70 km east of Ziguinchor, following a rebe! aitack. AFP added the situation in'the southem province
has been confused since MFDC leader Augustin Diamacoune launched a new peace appeal in early Janvary, because
hardliners in his movement are increasingly opposed to any talks with the Dakar government. Fighting bas
diminished in the region, but armed attacks by sepantists or bandits have been frequent against villagers and
travelless, the report said.

Rebel warning over election

Also Tuesday, MFDC spokesman Mamadou N’ Krumah Sane told AFP the rebe! movement “was not and would never
be concerned” by Sencgal’s forthcoming general election. Those Casumance people willing to cast their vote on 24
May would be free to do so, but MFDC forces would stand up against the Senegalese army if the latter tried 1o force
peaple into voting, the spokesman warned,

IMF grunts USS 144 million facllity

‘The International Monetary Fund (IMF) Tuesday approved a USS 144 million, three-year loan to help Sencgal carry
. oul economic reform, news agencies reported. The loan, the second such to Senegal, is offered under the Enhunced
Structural Adjustment Facility (ESAF) of concessionary credits to developing countries. The programme includes
raising educational standards and assumes growth rates of 5.3 per cent in 1998, 10 6.5 per cent in 1999 and 6.0 per
cent in 2000, The IMF said Senegal’s economy remained impededby decp-seated structural rigidities, was s._aﬁcer."
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to external shocks, aad continued to experience widespread poventy. .
LIBERIA: New Health Minister ’

Liberian President Charles Taylor Tuesday appointed the nation's former chief physician, Dr Peter Coleman, as
minister of Health and Social Welfare, PANA reposted. Coleman will be replacing Fahn-boah Dakinah, an oppaosition
politician who will now co-chair a newly created presidential task focce for the productive engagement of manpower.
The 15-member task force was set up by Taylor on Monday to "ensure the development of multiple work
opportunitics at the commaunity level and the implementation of sustainable income-generating turn-key projects.” It
is headed by the director of the cabinet, Blamo Nelsoa,

Star Radio quoted Taylor as saying the USS one million of a three million Taiwanese grant the government has
already received for ex-combatants would be used for agriculture, heaith and education programmes supervised by
the task force. Ex-combatants will cepair schools and clinics and participate in agricultural and public works

progrummes, said Taylor.
Controversy over Rights Commissioner

Police Director Joseph Tate Tuesday failed to appear before the National Human Rights Commission over aliegations

he trdered the Mogging of & member of the commission, Star Radio reported. Kromah Bryemih said he was arrested,

beaten and detained by police on Tate’s orders as he tried 1o by-pass an accident scene Sunday evening in Monrovia.

The Commission described the assault as unlawful and a breach of rights. Police spokesman Singbe Johnson denicd .
the sssault and said Bryemah had only been invited for questioning for excessive speed. The radio said Bryemah was

to appear in court on charges of failing to comply with police instructions, reckless driving, and driving without &

license,

WEST AFRICA: Drugs meeting in Nigeria

The heads of drugs law eaforcement sgencies from throughout Africa are holding a four-day conference in the
Nigerian capital, Abuja, to discuss ways to combat drug tafficking, the BBC reported Tuesday. Money laundering is
one of the biggest problems under consideration by the delegates, who tirged bankers and lawyers (o assume greater
responsibility in preventing the movement of illegal funds. According to the BBC, Nigerian trafficking organisations
alone control an estimated S0 per ceat of all the illegal heroin in the world.

NIGERIA: A1 concerns on arrest of detainees' relatives

Nine women and 16 children arrested in norther Nigeria, could suffer ill-treatment in detention because of their

relationship to four political prisoners, London-based human rights NGO Amnesty International (AT) said Tueesday.

The women and children wore amested on 19 April 1998 and detained without any reason given. They include

Zeenah Ibrahim, wife of the jailed Shin Muslim prescher, Ibrahim Zak-Zaky. Zak-Zaky is o leading member of the

Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamist opposition group in northern Nigeria, and is currently on trial with three athers in .
Kaduna on charges of inciting public disaffection and sedition. Their trial, which stasted in October 1997, has been

repeatedly adjourned, Al added.

At least ope person was killed Sunday in Kaduna in protests against the arrests of the women and children, the BBC
reported,

Fresh raid on publisher

Forty-six heavily armed State Security Service (SSS) agents on Monday stormed offices of "The News' and "Tempo®
magazines and the daily "P.M. News' in Ikejalagos state, the New York-based Committee 10 Protect Journalists
(CPJ) suid. The agents arvested senior writer Austin Uganwa and senior project writer B. Osoba. Ten other
employces were also arrested. None has been released. According to the report, the agents had a list of senior
editorial staff earmarked for arrest but none of them were on the premises at the time of the mid,

The SSS agents also went 10 the peemises of the company’s printers in [keja, where they stopped the printing of
Monday's edition of "P.M News'.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA: Over 200 arrested

More than 200 opposition activists were arrested in a police crackdown in mainiand Equatorial Guinea, AFF quoted .
an opposition spokesman s telling Spanish external radio Tuesday. Popular Union (UP) spokesman Baltasar Abaga

said the arrests Jast week, in the areas of Nsork-Nsomo, Micomiseng, and Anisork, followed their refusal to join

forces with the ruling Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE). Abaga said police were aiso harassing
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' fishermen in Malabo by attacking them and extorting money during ship inspections.
UN Commisaian eslls over human rights

The UN Commission on Human Rights Tuesday called for continuing and expanded efforts to protect human rights
in Equatonial Guinea. In a resolution, the commission encouraged the Malabo government 1o pursue efforts to
integrale women in Bsan.ooﬂ-oquﬂ.vogﬂan cultural und political development. The commission also called
upon the government to take appropriate measures to avoid any form of discrimination aﬁ!aanruaw.ﬂ.vu.!a
2893#&:885%«3&:33 avoid acts of torture,

« BENIN: Amnesty lnw flounders again

For the second time the Constitutional Court Wednesday rejected a law to amnesty people convicted of
politically-motivated crimes under former president Nicephore Soglo, AFP reported. The court reprimanded the
partiament for having violated a procedural rule. The original amnesty law was promulgated in September 1997 by
President Mathieu Kerekow, then rejected by the court on procedural grounds. AFP szaid more than 30 people would
have benefitted from the amnesty, mostly soldiers from the north of the country, now all out of jail.

CHAD: Students on strike over grants

2.9,5835.«35.-».805:?&55.3«%35:8:?.3.;53?«
‘ occupied the university compound and said they would remain on strike until authorities met their demands,

Abidjan, 22 April 1998, 18:45 gmt

(ends)

{The material contained in this communication comes to you via IRIN West Africa, a UN humanitarian information
unit, but may not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations or its agencics. UN IRIN-WA Tel: +22521 73
66 Fax: 4225 21 63 35 e-mail: irin-wa@africaonline.co.ci for more information or subscription. If you re-print, copy,
archive or re-post this report, please retain this credit and disclaimer. Quotations or extracts should include attribution

to the original sources. IRIN reports are archived on the Web at: hitp//www relicfweb. int/ or can be retrieved
automnatically by sending e-mail to archive@dhr.unon,org . Mailing list: irin. wa-updates)
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IRIN-WA Update 193 of Events in West Africa, (Thursday) 23 April 1998
NIGERIA: Baycott call, warnings ahead of poll

Ahead of Saturday's national assembly polls, Nigeria's opposition coalition Thursday called for a boycott while
authorities deployed thousands of riot police, AFP reported. The United Action for Democracy (UAD) called for a
“massive boycdit" of the parliamenatary polls as participation could only help Nigerian military ruler Sani Abacha
carry out his plan to become president. By endorsing Abacha as sole candidate for August’s presideatial poll, the five
registered partics and Abacha “had deciared war on the Nigerian people®, the UAD said, It would disclose its action
plan within the forthcoming week, it added

Meanwhile 18,542 policemen and civil servants Wednesday were deployed inside and outside polling stations
throughout the couniry in an effort 1o guaraniee 2 smooth and orderly vote, AFP added. According to media reports
quoted by the agency, police said they were informed of plans by unidentified politicians and opponents to the
govemment (o cause gno:o.o&o:auu These would :o.toioa.&.cs_.ozoo!&g AFP said the police
had issued a severe warning to those planning a civil disobedience campaign against Abacha's presidential candidacy.
AFP noted that Mohammad Dikko Yusufu, former head of police under General Olusegun Obasanjo, was reported as
saying earlier this week he was ready to mobilise people, including civil servants and trade union members, in favour
of civil disobedience in protest over Abacha's candidacy. A police spokesman branded Yusufu's remarks as “vacuous
boasting™ and warmned he might be arrested if he carried out his threats, AFP added.

Lagos blast kiils three

An explosion Wednesday in Nigeria's main commercial city, Lagos, left ot least three people dead, the BBC reported.
Eyewitnesses said many more people were injured in the evening blast in Ebute-Meta, a busy district usually crowded
with street vendors and the scene of recent anti-government demonstrations. Police have cordoned off the arca and
wre investigating the cause of the explosion, the BBC added.

SIERRA LEONE: Government slaps ban oo war reports

The government has introduced military censorship on reporting an the war in the cast of the country unless the
stories are cleared by the ECOMOG press officer, the BBC reported. The ban announced by Information Minister .
Julius Spencer followed reports of the flying home of 20 bodies of Nigerian ECOMOG soldiers, Spencer said
censorship was quite normal in 4 country at war.

According to Star Radio in Monrovia, the government accused the press of being unpatriotic with the casualty
reports. The radio added a few reporters were brielly detained and released with waming.

EU to help fight corruption

The European Union (EU) will provide Sierra Leone with financial experts o fill key government positions and help
fight rampant corruption, AFP quoted Finance Minister James Jonah us saying Thursday. An EU technical assistance
team is due in Freetown soon “to help set up a sound fiscal management,” he added. “The stench of corruption has
spread ncross all levels of the fabric of society, and a maximum effort must now be made to tackle it,” Jonsh told
repocters, As part of a “radical reform exercise” the EU 15 10 provide an sccountant general and a financial secretary,
Jonah said. Both posts were previously held by Sierra Leoneans. Jonah said he advocaled setting up independent
authorities to monitor internal revenue and customs and excise.
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. AFP also quoted Jonah as saying the World Bank was o send a leam (o assess the o:oaaﬂug to industries,
infrastructure and businesses during the nine months the junta was in power. During last May" % coup, both the
Treasury and the central bank wete burnt down, desteoying huge quantities of payroll accounts and other vital
documents. Prior to the seizure of power by the military junta, there was enough evidence that the civilian
government was making appreciable progress in meeting the provisions set by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), Jonah said. Jonah also admitted that the Ministry of Finance, Development and Economic Planning was
oversiaffed, especially in the accounts department which has over 400 employees, and predicted that job cuts would
s00n be made,

LIBERIA: Taylor orders probe over Rights Commissioner

President Chatles Taylor Tuesday ordered an investigation jnto allegations that a member of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) had been beaten, Star Radio reported. Taylor's National Secunty Advisor Charles
Deshicld will head the probe and shall report within 10 days. Acting Information Minister J. Milton Teahjay said
government would not relent in investigating and punishing any human rights violation proven by law. He promised
Taylor would take the necessary action consistent with intemational protocols on human rights following the
investigation. NHRC member Kromah Bryemah said he was beaten by police. He accused Palice Director Joe Tate
of ordering the beating without an investigation, but police denied the claims,

. NIGER: Student violence over arrears

A dozen people were wounded i&u&g in Niamey as student protests over grant arrears bocame violent, news
organisations reported. The BBC said police used tear gas to disperse the protesters, who set fire to cars and
attempted 1o block roads. According to Reuters, students set a bus on fire, although it was not clear whether any of
._sea_ﬁxnsaa—Bx&.o_vrrﬁ&:rdaﬂﬂasalogsnﬁo?«g.oagnoaoa&u grant arrears
and the ro-opening of the university campus, which was closed after violence on 27 February. High school and
college students on Wednesday gave the government 24 hours to resolve the amears problem or extend the academic
year because of frequent course disruptions during a peolonged cisis, student leaders said.

Government deaies attacking 028..3”

The government Wednesday denied being behind a gun attack on the home o~ opposition keader Ali Sabo, the BBC
reported. Interior Minister Souley Abdoulaye chalienged the opposition coalition, the Front pour la restauration et la
defense de la democratie (FRDD), to produce evidence to support its allegations of government involvement. He said
the authorities were investigating Tuesday's incident in which unidentified gunmen fired on Sabo's house in Niamey.
Sabo was not injured,

IMF loans USS 110 million

. Meanwhile, Finance Minister Ide Gnundou Thursday said the country was about to receive a 7.5 billion CFA Francs
(USS$ 110 million) loan from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), AFP reported. The relesse was conditional on
Niger meeting the performance standards laid out in a 1996 Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility (ESAF).

WEST AFRICA: Benin, Senegal denied debt reliefl

Benin and Senegal will not benefit from the World Bank's debt relief initiative foc Heavily Indebted Poor countries
(HIPC), PANA news agency reported Wednesday, Axel van Trotsenburg, head of the bank’s HIPC implementation
team, told reporters the existing debt relief mechanisms can deal with the two countries’ debt burdens. Deldt reliel
under the initiative is restricted to countries that are eligible to borrow from the International Development
Associstion (IDA), the Woeld Bank's soft-loan facility, and have a track record of sustained economic reform.
Eligible countries must also have unsustainable debt burdens even after wrachitional debt relief mechanisms are
applied. Unsustainability of a country's debt is assessed on the basis of its debt level campared toexport earnings.
Van Teotsenburg said Benin and Senegal will benefit from debt relief from the Paris Club of official creditoss,
Already, Senegal, with the help of the World Bank, has benefitad from a commercial debt buy-back amounting to
USS$ 100 million. He said the bank is currently working on debt sustainability analysis for Mauritania and Togo, with
Chad expested 10 come on the line later in the year,

Burking Faso defends water, energy policies

. Burkinn Faso Tuesday denied the construction of dams in the country had contributed to the low level of water in
Ghana's Akosombo dam, Ghanaian Joy FM Onlinereported. In a statement issued by its embassy in Accra, the
Burkinabe government sald the cause wis rather the low level of rainfall in the sub-region over the last two decades,
and 1997 in particular, when exceptionally fow rainfall figures were recarded. The government said it had complied
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with the principles of international law on the management of common resources in the construction of all the dams,
‘This was why international donors had committed themselves (o financing these projects. The statement stressed the . ‘
need 10 promote a co-ordinated tapping of resources in the sub-region and the formation of an Inter-State

Commission, as proposed by the Burkinabes, to ensure integrated management of water resources in the Voita basin.

Abidjan, 23 April 1998, 17:30 gt
© [ends]

[The material contained in this communication comes to you via IRIN West Africa, @ UN humanitarian information
unit, but may not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations oc its agencies. UN IRIN-WA Tel: +22521 73
66 Fax: +225 21 63 35 e-miail: irin-wa@africaonline.co.ci for more information or subscription. If you re-print, copy,
archive or re-post this report, please retain this credit and disclaimer. Quotations or extracts should include attribution
to the original sources. IRIN reports are archived on the Web at: hup://www.reliefweb.int/ or can be retrieved
automatically by sending e-mail to archive@dhaunoa.org . Mailing list: irin-wa-updates)
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‘ SN 353.

18 March 1998
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FOURTH REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE SITUATION
IN SIERRA LEONE
i INTRODUCTION

1. The present report is submitted pursoant to the presidential statement issued by the Security Council on 26
February 1993 (S/PRST/1998/5), by which the Council requested me 1o submit detailed proposals conceming the
role of the United Nations and its future presence in Sierm Leone, It covers the developments ia Sierra Leose since
the issuince of my third report on S Februnry 1998 (S/1958/103).

. IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1132(1997)

2. On 3 February 1998, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Committee of Five on Sierma
Leone came to New York to brief the members of the Security Council and myself on the situation in Sierra Leone,

The Chairman of the Committee of Five, the Foreign Minister of Nigeria, Chief Tom Ikimi, said an impasse had been
reached in the implementation of the Conakry Agreement. He pointed out that the junta had raised three issues which,
in its view, stood in the way of the implementation of the Agrecment, namely, the release of Corporal Foday Sankoh,
the proposed exemption of the Republic of Sierra Leone Military Foroes from the disarmament process and the
composition of the ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) which consisted primarily of Nigerian troops.

3. Minister Tkimi noted that because of this impasse, mnozgr&eomasszn Bgmammnq-roo.onsg
out the disarmament and demobilization of the Sierra Leonean combatants, and it had thecefore not been possible to
deploy United Nations military observers slongside ECOMOG.

4, Minister Tkimi requested my support in launching a high-level effort to support ECOWAS through the
establishment of a group of friends of Sierra Leone, and expressed the view that the, Security Council should endorse
the 22 April 1998 deadline for the restoration of constitutional authority and the full implementation of the Conakry
Agreement of 23 October 1997,

S. I reaffirmed to the Committee of Five the desire of the United Nations for close cooperation between the United

‘ Nations and ECOWAS, and stated that ECOMOG needed to develop a concept of operations on the basis of which
the United Nations could finalize its own deployment plan. ECOMOG should also compiie a statement of its own
logistical requirements in order to attract the necessary support from potential donors,

6. On the same day, responding to an attack by junta forces on their position at Lungi, ECOMOG launched & military
sttack on the junta, which culminated approximately one week later in the collapse of the junta and its expulsion by
force from Preetown after heavy fighting. The full of the city on 13 February, which was accompanied by widespreasd
looting and some reprisal killings, led to the flight or capture of many soldiers and leaders of the junta, ECOWAS has
assurcd me that the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been allowed 1o visit prisoners detained by
ECOMOG in Freetown. However, some of the former leaders of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC),
including its Chairman, Johnny Paul Koroma, are believed to be still at large. Acting in concert with the local
Kamajors and other traditional hunter militia (known as the Civil Defence Unit), ECOMOG has subsequently taken
control of the towns of Bo, Kenema and Zimmi in the south of the country, and Lunsar, Makeni and Kabala in the
north. ECOMOG has also reported the capture of Daru, which would mean that the remnants of the junta have now
been dislodged from every major town except for Kailahun, Following scattered fighting in the latter part of
February, the country now appears to be quiet. A number of fareign aid workers and missionaries taken hostage by
armed elements in February were later released unharmed. However, press reports in mid-March indicated that
Revolutionary United Fromt (RUF) members in Kono had murdered civilians and taken 200 hostages, reportedly
inchuding foreign nationals,

‘ 7. On 18 February, accompanied by the Exccutive Secretary of ECOWAS, Mr. Lansana Kouyaté, Minister kimi

visited Sierra Leone to assess the situation on the ground. They interviewed some former junta soldiers now detained
by ECOMOG and visited the State House complex and the Parliament buildings. Many of the government buildings
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wete found to have been looted and were in poor condition, and a number of unexploded bombs were scattered
aboul. However, the ECOWAS tzam, which was enthusiastically greeted by crowds, found that in many respects life
had returned to normal in the capital. As noted below, my Special Envoy also visited Freetown on the same day.

8, From 25 to 27 February 1998, the Committee of Five met in the margins of the meeting of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) Council of Ministers held in Addis Ababa to review the situation in Sierra Leone. The
Committee issued a communiqué, which was subsequently cireulated us document S/19987170.

9. Gn 4 March 1993, the members of the Commitiee of Five returned to New York and met sgain with members of
the Security Council and with me. Chiefl Ikimi briefed me on his visit to Freetown on 18 February and his subsequent
meeling with President Tejan Kabbah in Conakry, Following this meeting, it was announced that President Kabbah
would return to his country on 10 March 1998,

10, ECOMOG has also prepared a detailed list of logistical requirements for its operations in Sierra Leone. During
the visit to New York of the Committee of Five, Chief [kimi requested the assistance of the United Nations and the
international community in ensuring that these requirements could be met. That tequest was reaffirmed by the
Chairman of ECOWAS, General Sani Abacha, in his statement ut the ceremony held to mark the return of President
Kabbeh to Freetown on 10 March,

i06 taken by the United Nati

11, On 18 February 1998, a few days after ECOMOG had established control over most of the city of Freetown, my
Special Envoy, Mr. Francis G. Okelo, led a security wid humanitarian assessment mission to the capital and to Lungi
comprising United Nations and non-governmental crganization officials. The mission determined the most immediate
needs of the population. Mr. Okelo handed over a quantity of medicines donated by the Worid Health Organization
(WHO) to local hospitals and began preparations for the re-establishment of & United Nations preseace in Frectiown,
A few days Iater, the World Food Programme (WFP) delivered 857 metric tons of food 10 Freetown 3 ship.

12. Early in February, pursuant to a request by members of the Security Council for a technical gnans. of the
humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone since the coup d'éat of 25 May 1997, an inter-agency mission travelled to the
subregion. Its report is contained in document S/1998/155, Further ,znoqa-zoz on the humanitacian situation in
Siera Leone can be found in section I of the present report.

13. Pursunnt to the statement issued by the President of the Security Council on 26 February, [ bave initiated the
necessary action to establish a Trust Fund for Sierra Leone. Contributions wouid help finance logistical assistance 1o
ECOMOG, rehabilitation assistance (o the Government of Sierra Leone and activities, including dissrmament,
demobilization and human rights.

14, On 7 March 1998, my Special Envoy reopened the United Nations office in Freetown, which had been closed
shortly afier the 25 May 1997 coup d'état and was temporarily relocated in Conakry, Guinea. The office is now being
strengthened to comprise civilian political and humanitarian officers, a military adviser and, in due course, human
rights and civilian police advisers and public information personnel. The function of the office is to liaise with the
Government of Sierra Leone, ECOWAS, ECOMOG and the United Nations und its agencies, as well as
non-governmental organizations, and to act as the overall authority for all United Nations activisies in the country,
My propasals for deploying military lizison personnel as part of the United Nations presence on the ground can be
found in section IV of the present report. My Special Envoy will also temporarily retain & small office in Conakry,
but he expects to be fully established in Freetown by the end of March, thus paving the way for the return of all
United Nations agencies to Sierma Leone,

Action taken by the Govemnment of Sicrra Leone

15. On 13 February 1998, President Kabbah called & meeting in Conakry of potential donors, including the European
Union, Germany, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United Nations, to discuss his
Government’s prionities; the nature of the assistance the international community could provide; and the urgent
provision of humanitanan assistance, The President announced that he had created a task force to prepare the ground
for the 8,8532. of work by his Government, to assess damage to the infrastructure and to prepare for the
resumption of education. President Kabbah identified the immediate priorities of his Government as the provision of
humanitarian supplies and petroleum products, the reactivation of international aid programmes and the disarmament
and demobilization of former combatants. Three other areas that required special attention have been identified as the
training and restructuring of the police force, the creation of job oppartunities for young people ard the construction
of low-cost housing. President Kabbah also indicared that he intended to streamling his administration and appoint
technical experts 1o cabinet positions.
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‘ 16. Following the removal by ECOMOG of the military junta from power, President Kabbah issued 8 statement
annpuncing his inteation to submit proposals to Parliament conceming the rebuilding of his country. The President
also spoke out against the reprisul killings, which, in some cases, had sccompanied the seizure of control from the
Junta. .

17. On 10 March 1998, accompanied by General Sani Abacha, Chairman of ECOWAS and Head of State of Nigeria,
as well 25 the Heads of State of Guinea, Mali and Niger, President Lansana Conteh, President Alpha Oumar Konare
and President Ibrahim Bare Mainassara, and the Vice-President of Gambis, President Tejan Kebbah retumed 1o
Freetown to resume his office as Head of State of Sierra Leone. He was greeted by large and enthusiastic crowds, Mr.
Ibrahima Fall, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, delivered on my behall a message of congratulations
10 the President stating that his return represented the accomplishment of a major objective not oaly of the people of
Sierva Leone, but also of ECOWAS, OAU, the United Nationas and the entire international community, | expressed
my deep regret at the violence, loss of life and property and immense suffering undergone by the people of Sicrma
Leone since the coup d'état and extended my condolences Lo the families of those who lost their lives in opposing it.
Furthermore, I informed the President that the United Nations looked forward to working closely with him in helping
his Government 10 reassert its authority and strengthen its capacity throughout the country,

18. In o statement made at the ceremony marking his return to Sierra Leone, President Kabbah declared his intention
to embark on the process of national reconcilintion and reconstruction of the country, to form a broad-based

‘ Government and (o appoint a policy advisory committee. In his first meeting with my Special Eavoy after his return,
President Kabbah stressed the need for an early deployment of United Nations military personnel, the urgent
provision of humanitarian assistunce and the prompt establishment of the Trust Fund for Sierra Leone.

19, Freetown is now fully under the control of ECOMOG and is inceeasingly secure. Some unexploded oodnance and
landmines have been found, but these sre not & threat 10 seeurity. The peninsuls on which the capital stands has also
been secured. With the capture of almost every other major town in the country, and through its deploymeat further
into the countryside in the porth, south and cast, ECOMOG has established itself successfully across most of the
country.

20, Nevertheless, the fact that many of the senior junta leaders, including the former Chairman of the AFRC, Johany
Panl Koroma, have not thus far been apprehended, as well s the continuing violence inflicted on civilinns during
their retreat from ECOMOG forces by RUF and other armed elements, indicate that the secenty situation in Siecra
Leone is still a source of concern. Though ECOMOG has begun 1o collect wespons in Freetown, 8 mujor
diswrmament, demaobilization &nd reintegration exercise will be needed to ensure security. :

21. ECOMOG has also developed a concept of operations for its deployment throughout Sicera Leone that sets out
the preliminary planning for the disanmament and demobilization of Sierra Leonean combatants, In summary, the
‘ tasks ECOMOG has set for itself inclode:

() Deployment throughout Sierra Leone;

(b) Manning of selected entry points by land, sea or air in order to ensure that no arms, smmunition of war matériel
are brought into the country,;

(c) Disarmament of ex-combatants at designated sites;

(d) Estsblishment of road blocks to check the movement of arms and ammunition and to assist in extending
protection to refugees and internally displaced persons;

(e) Conducting patrols to create an atmosphere conducive to freedom of movement and the restorstion of established
authority;

(N Providing security for key individuals, United Nations personnel, including military personpel, and
non-governmental organizations,

22. The plan calls for the deployment of 15,000 troops in four sectors: western, northern, southern and eastern. The
western sector, comprising Freetown and the airports of Lungi and Hastings, is further subgdivided, and would support

‘ the deployment of seven buttalions, an air force detachment and an artillery bngade. This appeass 10 be an ample
level of fotce for the protection of the capital and its airport.

23. In the notthem sector, ECOMOG would deploy a brigade beadquastered at Makeni, with bartalions focated at
Port Loko, Magburaka and Kabala. In the south, ECOMOG will locate its brigade headquaners at Bo and deploy

hutpiwww sierra-leane orgfunse 10 htmi 24.04-98



Fourth Report of the United Nations Secretary... Page 4 of 7

battalions at Moyamba, Pujehun and Kenema. Naval assets would also be required. The eastern sector is described as
strategic in view of its mineral resources, the presence of heavy RUF and Kamajor concentratien, and the border with
Liberis, ECOMOG therefore considers that operations in the east could prove difficult and risky and demand a robust
approach, aleriness and deployment in strength, Battalions would be focated at Yengema, Zimmi and Kailabun.

24. ECOMOG would also establish a disarmament committee which would be charged, inter alia, with selecting
disarmament sites; setting standards and guidelines for disarmament; conducting the disarmament, coordination of
resources and cooperation with other organizations; classifying and transporting recovered weapons and ammunition;
disseminating information about the process and providing security for all participants. A ceasefire violations
committee and n humanitarian services committee would #lso be created.

25. My Special Envoy and his staff are actively discussing with the Government and with ECOMOG the further
eluboration and implementution of its concept of operations, which provides = suitable basis for the possible
subsequent deployment of United Nations military personnel, subject to the authorization of the Security Council. I
will revert to the Council with further recommendations on such deployment following a further assessment by my

Special Envoy. :

26. Since my previous report, a number of States have written to me, in compliance with paragraph 13 of resolution
1132 (1997), concemning the steps they have taken to give effect to the provisions contained in paragraphs 5 and 6 of
the resolution relating to the sanctions impaosed by the Council on Sierra Leone. The latest list of those States can be
found in & separate report to the Security Council contained in document S/1998/112.

27. In a lelter dated 9 Macch 1998 addressed to the President of the Security Council (S/1998/215), the Chargé
d'sffaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Sierra Leone to the United Nations conveyed a request from his
Governmeat for the convening of an urgent meeting of the Security Council to consider the lifting of the sanctions
impased on the importation of petroleum and petroleum products into the country in paragraph 6 of resolution 1132
(1997). On 16 March, the Council adopted resolution 1156 (1998) terminating, with immediate effect, the
prohibitions on the sale or supply to Sierra Leone of peiroleum and petroleum products referred (o in resolution 1132
(1997), ,

1L HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

28. A number of United Nations humanitarian sssessment missions have now been undertaken to Freetown, Kambia,
Bo, Kenema and Makeni. These missions determined that the current humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone remains
serious. The primary health care system has been devastated by lack of supplies, looting and the exodus of medical
personnel at all levels. Widespread neglect of water and sanitation facilities has increased the exposure of hundreds
of thousands to disease. The normal distribution of food to vulnerable groups has been disrupted, affecting children
in particular. Many children have also suffered exposure to acts of violence by being sent into battle as combatants.
The public education system has collapsed; all schools have been closed since the coup d'él last May. The
combination of fighting and footing has led to extensive damage to housing and infrastructure in the provincial towns,
The number of internally displaced people has increused, and the welfare of some 14,000 Liberian reflugees remains a
matter of concern, as many fled from their camps during the recent fighting. The majority of Siexra Leoneans who
took refuge in Conakry during the fighting in Frectown have returned. However, some 24,000 Sierra Leoncans have
arrived in Liberia since mid-February and the influx continues, albeit at o reduced rate. A further influx of 3,000
refugees from the Kailahun area, still not under ECOMOG control, has been registered by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) at its camp in Kissidoogou, Guinea.

29. United Nations agencics prepared a consolidated inter-agency flash appeal, which was launched on 3 March
1998, Through this appeal, I am seeking financial contributions from Member States in the amount of $11.2 million
1o meet prionty humanitarian needs in Sierra Leone over the next three months. Priority needs include support to
agriculture through the provision of seeds and tools, the re-establishment of basic health and cducation services, the
resumption of food aid distributions and the provision of assistance and protection to the most vulnerable groups
affected by the cursent conflict. The flash appeal complements the 90-day programme of the Government of Sierra
Leone, which serves as a framework for action following the restoration of democratic civilian rule in the country.

30. The full deployment of ECOMOG and the restoration of the legitimate Government is expected to provide
increased opportunities for the humanitarian community to accelerate its activities in response 10 the humanitarinn
crisis in Sierra Leone, and will also encourage the return 1o their homes of internally displaced persons. It is hoped
that the international community will contribute generously 1o the humanitarian programme outfined in the flash
appeal, in order to provide the crucial assistance needed to sustain lives and 10 promole stability in Sierra Leone.
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31, Medium-term tasks, such as the assisted repatriation of Sierra Leonean refugees and reintegration of
ex-combatants, are not covered in the flash sppzal. However, United Nations agencies are already re-establishing
their offices in Freetown and are eager (o restart their social and economic development programmes, important |
components of which must be the re-building of the capacity of the Government of Sierra Leone (o deliver services,
stimulate economic recovery and promote national reconciliation and reconstruction.

32. Atthe request of President Kabbah, and with the help of a donation of $120,000 from the Government of Japan,
UNHCR has begun to prepare for the repatristion from Conakry of up to 5,000 Sierra Leonean refugees, including
200 civil servants who fled Froetown after the May coup d'état and who will be engaged in the administration of the
country.

33. ECOMOG control of major towns in southern Sierra Leone is also likely 1o encourage the early repatriation by
road of Sterra Leonean refugees from Liberia. It is further expected that the removai of the junta could lead to the
repatriation of the 400,000 Sierra Leonean refugees in the West African subregion.

34. OF the total caseload of Liberian refugees in Sierra Leone, some 2,800 have thus far been re-registered with
UNHCR, -coc:.p_qo:voaBaggggggrﬂggsggnﬂsgsi
repatrinted by sen.

35. A multi-unit mission to Sierra Leone dispatched by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has
proposed four projects for immediate implementation following their approval by the Government. These are:

(a) A start-up project for the demobilization of various categories of combatants;
(b) Support for nutional ingtitutions to enable a rapid return 10 normal functioning;
(¢) Resettiement with emphasis on quick-impact micro-projects, reconciliation and youth development;

(d) Awareness-raising in order 10 help the country come to terms with the problems it faces and to promole national
reconciliation and peace-building,

36. The mission is also assisting the Government to prepare a document for & donors’ consultation proposed to be
held in Brussels on 31 March 1998. UNDP plans to close its Coordination Office in Conakry by the end of March if
the security situation continues to stabilize, and to return the staff of its Country Office ta Freetown.

IV, OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

37, The developments that have taken place in Sierra Leone since the submission of my last report should be seen as
positive in the context of the wider situation in which they transpiced. The removal of the junia by the action of
ECOMOG has opened the way for the re-establishment not just of the legitimate Government, but also of civil order,
the democratic process and the beginnings of economic and social development, The return of Fresident Kabbah to
Freetown on 10 March therefore presents the people of Sierra Leone and the international community with a
challenge and an opportunity which must be grasped with a sense of urgency. We must not let slip the chance 1o
restore Sierra Leone to the ranks of democrutic nations and 1o help strengthen the stability of the subregion.

38. | commend the consistent diplomacy of ECOWAS and, in particular, its Committee of Five on Sierra Leone, and
the contribution made by ECOMOG officers and men to the removal of the military junta. I call on ECOWAS and
ECOMOG to continue their efforts to bring peace (o Sierm Leone in accordance with the relevant provisions of
resolution 1132 (1997) and of the Chaster of the United Nations. Sicrra Leoneans committed to the democratic
system also played their part in maintaining a stubbom resistance to the illegal regime. These included not only the
membess of the Civil Defence Forces, but also countless unarmed civilians who persistently withheld their
cooperation from the regime and denied it legitimacy, ! salute the courage of the Sierra Leonean people and honour
the memory of those who died opposing the junta.

39. 1 also congratufate President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah on his resumption of his responsibilities as Head of State of
Siemra Leone following his return. The United Nations should give his Government every possible assistance in its
efforts to promote national reconciliation among his people and to strengthen the authority and capacity of his
Government.

40. As | stated in my message to the annual summit meeting of the Organization of African Unity at Harare, and in
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the special message which was delivered by my Special Envoy, Mr. Thrahima Fall, on the occasion of President
Kabbah's return, Africa can no lorger tolerate or accept as fails accomplis coups d'état againstelected Governments
ot the illegal seizure of power by military cliques.

Suengthening the office of the Special Enyay

41. In order to take full and prompt advantage of the changed situation, I wish (o propose » comprehensive set of
measuges to assist the Government and people of Sierra Leone in both their immediate and losiger-term needs, As a
first step, I intend to strengthen the office of my Special Envoy in Freelown. In order 1o contribute to the restoration
of tespect for the rule of law, civil order and buman rights in Sierra Leone, I have consulted with the United Nations

High Commissioner for Human Rights conceming the possible deployment of human rights observers. In the
meantime, a human rights efficer wili be attached to the office of my Special Envoy atan early date.

42. 1 am also considering sttaching to the office two civilian police officials to sdvise the Government on police
training and procedures in a democratic society. An additional political officer and a militacy adviser would assist my
Special Envoy in his consultations with ECOMOG on the development of planning for dissrmament and
demobilization, while 2 humanitarian officer would facilitate the coordination of activities of the United Nations and
non-governmental organizations in Sierra Leone and advise my Special Envoy on all issues involving .
non-governmental organizations. The office will also require a public information programme o disseminate
information among the population about its activities, in particular in connection with the disarmament and
demobilization of ex-combatants and their reintegration into society,

Degl ¢ military lisi |

43, 1 also recommend the deployment to Sierra Leone of up to 10 United Nations military liaison officers, whose
functions would be as follows:

(8) To liaise closely with ECOMOG and to report on the military situation in the country;

(b) To ascertain the state of and to assist in the finalization of planning by ECOMOG for future 1asks such as the
identification of the former combatant clements to be disarmed and the design of a disarmament plan.

44, Should the Security Council decide to authorize the deployment of these military lizison officers, as well as the
military and civilian police advisers, as indicated in my third report (S/1998/103, para. 35), the costs relating thereto
should be constdered an expense of the Organization to be borne by Member States in accordance with Article 17,
paragraph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations and the assessments 1o be levied on Member States should be
credited to the special account to be established for Sieera Leone. The related cost estimates will be issued shortly as
an addendum 10 the present ceport. .

45, The military liaison team would complement the role of the military advisers who will, under the suthority of my
Special Envoy, continue (o assist the Government of Sierra Leone to resolve issues related to the disarmament
process. The military sdvisers will also be instrumental in assisting the Government of Sierra Leone in the
development of planning for bilateral progmmmes to restructure and rebuild appropriate security forces for Sierra
Leone in the future. In view of the importance of such retraining, | appeal 10 potentinl donors toshow generosity in
providing bilateral assistance,

46. The presence of United Nations military lizison officers, perhaps later supplemented by human rights observers,
could alse assist in the process of national reconciliation in Sierra Leone. Their close cooperation with ECOMOG in
the countryside and their impartial reporting to my Special Envoy would reassure former combatanis that they can
surrender their weapons in safety

Provision of o .

47. The provision of humanitarian sssistance must also proceed expeditiously. The plight of Sierra Leoneans
deprived of food, medical care and shelter by the recent fighting and the abuses of junta rule is acute, and it must be
addressed as a matter of urgency with all the resources available to the aid agencies. While | remain deeply
concerned about the humanitarian situation in many parts of the country, [ am encouraged by news that humanitarian
needs are beginning to be addressed. Food aid and emergency medical supplies have entered the country through the
port of Freetown and have been delivered 1o some provinces by plane, helicopter and overland in o prompt and
coordinated manner.

Contribu he Teust Fund
48. 1 call on Member States to display generosity in centrnibuting to the Trust Fund for Sierma Leone which, with the
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. encouragement of the Security Countil, T have established. My appreciation goes to the Government of the United
Kingdom, which has already announced its readiness to contribute 2 million, and has been actively assisting in the
provision of aid to Sierra Leoncans. [ also urge all Member States to provide generous assistance to ECOMOG to
cnabie it to meet its logistical requirements and to fulfil its mandate in Sicrma Leone.

49. The events that have taken place in Sizira Leone over the past year carry & warning that similar crises may arise
and challeage the international community to consider how it should respond to them. Democracy in Sierra Leone

~ may have deep roots, but it is a fragile plant and must be nurtured. ‘The international community must maintain its
vigilance and suppor, not least in the prompt provision of emesgency bilateral and multilateral aid. Assistance for the
laudable efforts of ECOWAS and the logistical requirements of ECOMOG as it continues its deployment through the
countryside will also be required. | trust that such support will be forthcoming.
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ICRC resumes work up-country
ICRC NEWS 14

—..o_..oimnu an initial delivery of medical supplies to Kenema on 22 March, the ICRC provided the town's government

hospital with a second consignment of medicines on 2 April to help treat emergency cases. The hospital reported that ‘

40 operations had been performed on war- wounded patients since the end of February.

On 31 March, for the first tlime since delegates suspended their activities up-country owing to the recent fighting, an
ICRC team returned to Bo, Sierra Leone’s second largest town. Contacts were re-established with local suthorities in
order to gather information on the situation in terms of nutrition, health and water supplies. ICRC delegates slso
visited detainees held by ECOMOG forces and gave them blankets and items for personal hygiene.

Thanks to cooperation with the Sierra rnoao Red Cross Society (SLRCS), Red Cross messages can now be delivered
to areas outside Freetown, such as Bo, Moyamba, Makeni, Port Loko and Lungi, so that family members can stay in
touch despitz the interruption of normal channels of communication,

As the fighting died down in the northern provinces, rehabilitation work resumed last week on 55 wells in Bombali
district and Port Loko town, Wells are the only source of drinking waler for the inhabitants of some villages, and
ICRC water and sanitation engineers together with Ministry of Health staff are working against the clock to complete
the project befare the start of the rainy season. ' °

In the first three months after the fighting ended in Freetown, five primary health-care clinics receiving ICRC support
gave consultations to 40,000 patients and immunized 850 children in accordance with EPI (WHO's Expanded
Programme on Immunization) standards. During the same period the ICRC, working in cooperation with the SLRCS,
distributed a total of 483 tonnes of food 1o 36,877 people in the capital. |

Further information: Jean-Luc Metzker, ICRC Freetown, tel. 44232 22 241 438

Retam to: [TOP] [Home Page] (1996 documents)
Emnil ReliefWeb at: comments @ relielweb, ing
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Country Updates - Liberia & Sierra Leone

At a Glance

Moro than 100,000 Sierra Leoneans cross into Liberia and Guinea between January and April, fieeing continued
fighting between the West African Peace-Keeping force and militias.

UNHCR assists the repatriation of Sierra Leoncans to the capilal Freetown, where the stable situation encourages the
government to call for civil servants to retum Lo their jobs.

Regional Director Albert-Alain Peters travels to Liberia and the countries of asylum 1o meet with government leaders
and assess the status of UNHCR programs. :

IINHCR operates the first repatriation convoys of Liberians from Tabou, Cdle d'Ivoire, and N'zérékoré, Guines,
during the last week of March,

UNHCR appeals for $39.7 million in funds for its Liberian operations during 1998,
DEVELOPMENTS
SIERRA LEONE INFLUX

Fighting that began between militias in December in the diamond-mining arcas of Sierra Leone intensified in -
February as ECOMOG, the Nigerian-led West African Peace-Keeping foroe, took on the military junta in power
since May 1997 in Freetown. While the AFRC/RUF alliance was toppled and democratically-elected President Tejan
Kabbah returned to power in Jate March, the rivals have continued to bartle in the Kailahun and Kono areas in the
east. :

Over 100,00Q refugees have poured into neighboring Liberia and Guinea since the beginning of the year, pushing the
total number of Sierrn Leonean asylum-seekers in the area 1o 462,000, The new arrivals are aimost evealy split
between Guinea und Liberia, which were previously host to 230,000 and 127,000 respectively,

UNHCR staff in Guéckédou, Guinen, have registered 50,000 new arvivals. Guines, which almost encircles Sierra
Leone, had already borne the brunt of the successive rounds of fighting next door, with an estimated 80,000 refugees
mrriving after the May 1997 coup.

Refugees told UNHCR that militias are forcing civilians either to take up anms or abandon the contested wreas. A

~ disproportionate number of recent arrivals are elderly or pregnant woman, and many refugees are suffering from

malnutrition, respiratory illnesses and diarrhea, Some of those crossing now abandoned their homes a¢ long as four
months ago, and relate walking without any food through increasingly hostile arcas. Stocks from the country’s most
recent rice harvest are long exhausted.

UNHCR is moving Sierra Leoneans away from the difficult to reach border enclaves of Forokonia and Kobikoro. By
mid-April 15,000 refugees had beea transferred to camps at Boodou and Nyaédou, but staff were bracing for more
arrivals as the towns are reportedly the only crossing points where the ex-junia forces and terrain nllow passage.

In Liberin, the influx of refugees reached a peak of 5,000 a day during the last week of March. By mid-April,
UNHCR was assisting 55,000 at Vahun, 8 kmws from the border, and the number of new amrivals had dropped as
ECOMOG gained the upper hand in battles on the Sierma Leone-side of Folima, the barder village where UNHCR
and Liberian authorities registered the flow. Most of the refugees are women and children, with a relatively small
number of children there showing signs of malnutritioa.

The presence of a large number of refugees at Vahun will pose an increasing problem during the June-October rainy
season. Because the fina! 110 kms of road from Veinjama to Vahun are likely to be impassable for weeks ot a time,
UNHCR plans to move #s many refugees as possible to another site closer to Voinjama, At the same time, several
months’ food and non-food assistance is being stockpiled in Vahun,

Three additional UNHCR staff members have been sent 10 Vahun and Voinjama to help with the emergency. A
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possibility of combatants 9:;:« with refugees, UNHCR Manrovia has asked the Libetian government 8 resctivate
the national eligibility commission in order (o be able to respond to this eventuality.

LIBERIAN REPATRIATION
Cohte d'lvoire

In March, UNHCR carried out the first repatriation from Tabou, Cdte d'lvoire. Without bridges finking the coastal
zorie of Tabou with Liberia, convoys are obliged to pass through Danané, to the north, before finally crossing the
border. The Sub-Office is currently negotiating the use of a ferry on Cavally river, in order 1o take Liberian
volunteers directly back 1o Maryland County.

Staff in both Danané and Tabou say many Liberians are making their way home to start rebuilding before returning
for other family members. Individuals trek back to Céte d'lvoire for hard-to-find items, from construction masenial to
shoes, or for medical care available in the refugee zones, Children are often left behind so that they can continue in
free refuges schools.

Even so, NGOs have recorded a significant drop in the number of refugees attending school in Cote d'Tvoire. Of the

48,000 primary-school age children wha began classes in the fall of 1997, only 33,000 were still answering roll call

at the ead of February. Aid workers are planning on 20,000 being around for the start of the next school year, as mare .
families gradually re-establish themselves in Liberia

Guinea

While 65,000 refugees have been registered for repatriation in Guéckédou and N'zérékoré, organized returns had
been on hold since security incidents near Diecke prompted the Guinean government to close the border in
Decetmber. After repeated overtures at the national and local levels, authorities granted UNHCR an exception for
repatristion convoys. On 30 March, 10 trucks carrying a first group of 319 returnees paused briefly at the Baals
border past before rolling on to Lofa county, in northwest Liberia, Several hundred other "sssisted returnees” left
Guinea at the same time, receiving standard aid packages of mats, blankets, plastic sheets, jerrycans, traveling bags,
farming tools and kitchen ware « csazns_ausgnns-gcego:noﬂawnggnﬁr

Repatriation from across the vast refugee zones in two countries still depeads on a relatively small number of
vehicles. The 100 trucks which reached Monrovia from Europe at the beginning of this year are not yet on the road,
and there are still questions as to how they will eventually be allocated. Meanwhile, the approaching rainy scason and
additional demands placed on the existing fleet by the Sicrra Leonean crisis promises o slow the repatriation
operation further,

Ghana and Nigeria A . .

Repatriation convoys continue from Ghana's Buduburam camp, near Accra, which is home to around 14,000 Liberian
refugees. That operation is expected to last until the end of 1998,

UNHCR is pursuing an offer from the Nigerian government 10 assist the return of Liberians i.c led as far as Lagos.
Talks center on the use of army aircraft to .82:&» volunteers among the estimated 6,000 Liberians in Nigeria,

LIBERIANS IN SIERRA LEONE

Before last year's coup, UNHCR was caring for around 14,000 Liberian refugees in Sierra Leone. The war scattered
that population, most of whom received neither food nor assistance for eight months before NGOs and ageacics were
able to re-enter ECOMOG-controlled areas.

On retumning to Freetown, UNHCR was approached by several hundred Liberians who wish (o repatriate as soon as
possible. Armangements are being made now in Conakry for a suitable boat, snd & first passage is planned for the end
of Apeil.

A UNHCR staff member traveled to the southeastern towns of Bo and Kenema during the first week of April and

Iocated over 4,000 more of the Liberian caselaad, The refugees, 2,346 in Kenemu and 1,926 in Bo, may be moved to

the more secure Waterloo displaced site, nearer to the capital. Liberians aze presently in a precarious position in

Sierma Leone due to their alleged support for the defzated military junta .

By April 19, UNHCR had repatriated 21,086 Liberians from six west African countries: 7,062 from Cdie d'Ivoire,
10,808 from Guinea, 2,755 from Ghana, 364 from Nigeria, 92 from Sierra Leons and five from Camercon. These
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‘ figures include refugees who joined convoys during 1997, More significantly, as many a5 70,000 Liberians are
believed 10 have returned home spontaneously since the presidential elections last August.  »

DIRECTOR'S VISIT

Regional Director Albert-Alsin Peters traveled through the region between 7 and 19 March. The evaluation mission
took him to UNHCR offices in Liberian refugee zones in Guinea and Cdte d'Ivoire, as well as to each of UNHCR's
outposts in Liberia itsell. At gatherings in Tabou, Danané and N'zérékord, Peters met with refugee leaders, explaining
UNHCR's policies and bricfing them on what he had seen in Liberia. The Director also met with national and Jocal
officials, to whom he confirmed UNHCR's support for lasting solutions in the region and the need to work together 1o
schieve a successful ¢nd to the Liberian crisis. Peters also thanked the host countries for the generosity they have
extended to the hundreds of thousands of refugees.

REPATRIATION OF SIERRA LEONEANS

Soon aftee ECOMOG gained control of Freetown, the government of Tejun Kabbah was poised to re-eater the capital
- and take up its functions. Many of the country’s civil servants had escaped 1o Guinea during the May 1997 coup, and

as many as half of the estimated 20,000 Sierma Leoneans in Conakry returned in the days following the end to

hostilities. X

‘ UNHCR has collaborated with the Sicrra Leone embassy in Conakry to armange bus transport for 6,500 of the
remaining exiles. Additional funds sre being sought in order to help the last of the group return.

FUNDING APPEAL

UNHCR is seeking $39.7 million for its repatriation and reintegration projects in Liberia this year. Because of the
scope of the exodus that began in 1989, some Liberian refugegs are setting off home from as far away as Nigeda and
Ghana, and iransport is a major component of the budget. Other priority activities include the strengthéning of
UNHCR's presence in counties which expect large numbers of people back, and reintegration programs. These will
target the ravaged infrastructure, especially schools and health centers, which are consiatently cited by refugees as
one of their major concems.

Through 14 Apn! there was still a very significant financial shortfall.

This document is intended for public information purposes only. It is not an official UN document.
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S,mznx is deploying emergency staff 1o Faranah in Guinea, where refugees from Sierra Leoae continue to arrive at a
rate of several hundred per day (estimates vary from 300 to 1,000 new arrivais daily), and tens of thousands of )
refugees are in desperate conditions along the border.

"The new arrivals are concentrated in the villages of Forokonia (est. 5,000 refugees, 2 kms from the border), Kobikoro
(10,000 refugees) and Heremakono (5,000 refugees, 9 kms from the barder),

A UNHCR team that was at these sites on Friday (April 17) recorded a high and increasing rate of diarrhes, malania
and respiralory tract infections, ss well as many cases of severe malnutrition,

na..cnﬂu.sco_oscz:nwo:conmaoaooaamﬁa-«agméggEaau.?ancﬂaﬁmoaﬂ wo,‘o.c..g
Council and Revolutionary United Front), Refugees report that AFRC/RUF militia are "punishing” people accused of .
not supporting them, and speak of civilians shot or maimed and killed with machetes, '

“There is almost no available shelter in Forokonia and Kobikoro, and it has been raining in the arca. The majority of
refugees are sleeping in the open air, including pregnant women and children. Refugees are only able 1o get safe
watee in Kobikoco, where they have to pay villagers for it. UNHCR and WFP have established a community kitchen
in Kobikoro, but resupply of the border area is very difficult.

The roads in the area, especially to Forokonia, are already difficult and will be impassable in the rainy season. For
example, already today it takes 2 and half hours in a 4-wheel drive vehicle to travel the 23 km from Kobikoro to
Forokonia, Only the most vulnerable refugees can be transferred from Focokonia to other Jocations.

Our priorities - with the help of partners in the area, which at present include MSF and ACF - are to bring in water

biadders, set up health posts and camry out a measles vaccination programme, and of course (0 secure food supplies
snd shelter. .

Figures:
The total number of Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea is 250,000, of whom 50,000 have arrived since the beginning

of the year, .

The number of Sierra Leonean refugees in Liberia is 177,000, of whom 55,000 have arrived since the beginning of
the year,
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