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[RAQ AND IRAQI KURDISTAN

Human Rights Developments

The government of Iraq continued to engage in a broad range of gross buman rights abuses, including masy arrests, summary
executions, extrajudicial executions with no pretense of due process, and “"disappearances.” Armed Kurdish political parties
unel Traq security forees continued to be implicated in nbuses in the portions of nocthern Iraq under Kurdish coatrol. In May,
Turkey launched a major military campaign against hases of the Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK, see chapter on Turkey) in
northern lrag, adding (o the large mumbers displaced by ongoing fighting among armed Kurdish political parties in that region.
Iranian airstrikes against an fragi-based Iranian opposition group reportedly resulted in civilian injuries.

The Linited Nations maintained its economic sanctions agmnst Irag, now in their eighth year. The implementution of UN.
Resolution 986 allowed Iraq to sell limited amounts of oil and use the revenues to purchase goods to meet humanitarian needs.
These goods began amiving in March, but malnutrition and shortages of medjcines and spare parts for sanitary infrastructure
continued to cause hardship among the [ragi people.

Human Rights Developments in Government-Controlled Iraqg

Opposition groups in exile reported mass arrests and summary executions, many i conjunction with the December 12, 1996
uttempted nssagsinasion of President Suddam Hussem's son Uday. For example, the Tehran-based Supreme Council for the
Isiamic Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) and the Amman-based Iraqi Natiooa! Accord (INA) both reported arrests of between 600
und 2000 people in the penod immediately afler the assassination witempt. The London-based Worker Communast Party of lraq
reported mass executions during February and March of 250 prisoners with life sentences or suspended death seatences at Abu
Citiralb prison. These and similar reports were difficult to venify due to Irag's tight controls on travel, free expression and
contacts with foreigners ( see below). I
Press freedom and freedom of expression and belief remnined severely constrained. lrug's main medsa outlets were
government-owned, and foreign newspapers and magazines were bannexl In April the government increased the punishments
for awnership of satellte dishes, which have been banned since 1994, The sew penalties reportedly included the confiscation
of all bousehold fumniture, a 1 million dinar fine (approxumately U.S. $660 at black muarket rates), and imprisoament. As in
previous years, the government interfered with Shi e religious observances in Karbala. In June Iraqi forces set up roadblocks
outside the city, tming back some Shi*a pilgrums making the annual walk to the tomb of Imam Husuyn. Some Shi’ s opposition
groups also reported claghes between pilgrims and secunty forces resultng i many arests

Despite repeated inquines by the U N, Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the lruqi government
fatled to clanfy the fate of over 16,000 individuals reported “disappeared” in Iraq. These cases are in addition to those of over

600 persons reported “disappeare!” during the Iragi invasion of Kuwaut

Kurdish and Turkomen families reportedly continued 1o be forced to leave the economically and strategically important Kirkuk
and Khanoqin treas as part of what observers have described as a policy of Arabization in these areas. It is impossible to venfy
exact numbers, but UN. sources involved in food distnbution in northern Iraq said at least 500 families displaced from their
homes during the first six months of 1997 had registered in arcas under their supervision. Those displaced suffered delays in
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gﬁﬁzmaf?grﬂsanﬁﬁq_auﬁig Some were reportedly unwilling to da for fear of undermining
their claim fo residence in their home districts

The U.N. Secunity Council kept in place economic sanctions against Iraq, which were onginally imposed in response to Iraq's
1990 mvasion of Kuwait. The sanctions block all Iraqi exports, frecze Iragi assets abroad, and thereby constrain Irag's ability to
pay for goods to meet (he population’s basic needs, which sre excepted oa humanitarian grounds from the prohubition of
exports o Iraq. The ssnctions have contributed since 1990 10 a massive public health crisis marked by malnutrition and
increasing levels of infant mortality. Resolution 687 (1991) conditioned the lifting of this embargo on a determination by the
Security Council that the Iraqi government had complied with demands made in that resolution, including the destruction of its
chemical, biological, and nuclear wespons progrms and the payment of reparations to Kuwait. In late October Iraqg ordered
U.S. members of the UN. Special Commission's arms inspection team to leave the country, and barred other U.S. team
members from entening lrag

Secunity Council resolution 986 (1995) allowed the sale of U.S.$2 billion in oil during a 180-day period, but implementation
did not begin unhil December 1996, Resolution 986 allowed Irag to use $1.3 billion of the 0il proceeds to purchase
humanitarian supplics, meluding $260 milfion in supplies for Kurdish-controtled northem Iraq, which was administered
separately. Although the sale of Iraqi ol proceeded relatively smoothly, the purchase and distribution inside Lrag of the
humanitarian goods were delayed by disputes over distribution plans, moailoring, and processing of contracts. The first
shipments did not begin to reach Iraq until March and the first shipment of medical supplies did not amve until May. raq
suspend oil exports from mud-June to mid-August in protest of the ongoing delays. The Ingi govemment increased ration
amounts for some foodstuffs after the amival of food shipments, However, with oaly & small number of U.N. monitors allowed
into Iraq it was difficult to determine \f distribution was equitable, and whether the quantities of humnnitarian supplies resching
the Iraqi people were sufficient to produce significant health improvements. After # week-long visit to Iraq in May, Yasushi
Akastu, the head of the UN. Department of Flumanitarian Affairs, said that he and his team of experts saw “clesr evidence of
prevailing humanitarian suffering which is unmistakabie * Resolution 986 was rencwed for an additioas! six-month period in
June 1597

Emﬂgguggﬁngigmg_&igng%@sgw&F :
Iraq. The group reported that bombs destroyed Mojahedine buildings in Kut and Jajula in southem fraq, and injured civilians in
residential arcas of Jalula .

Human Rights Developments in lragi Kurdistan

Iraq continued to station ground forces along the border of the Kurdish-controlled region created in the north of the country.
The region wiss located within the "no-fly zone® imposed on Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf War and Iraq's brital suppression
of an uprising by Kurds and Shiites in March 1991, The zone's airspace wus policed by the U.S. uad the UX. from Turkish .
bases. Iraqi military forces briefly returmed to the region in 1996 at the invitation of Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) forces in
fighting agninst rival Patnotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) foroes and they reportedly engaged in arbitrary arrests and executions
of dozeas of oppanents of the Iragi government and the KDP at that time. Although Iraq quickly withdrew its uniformed forces
after the 1996 invasion, it is reported to have significantly expanded its security presence in areas under KDP control, and in
late 1996 the U.S. conducted a mass evacuation of Kurdish and lraqi personnel who had been employed by the U.S. or U.S.
funded humanitarian agencies because of fearfor their safety. In January Irsq amounced s month-long smnesty for *Iraqis who .
committed the erime of giving mformation or communicating with foreign sicdes, “which may have been intended o apply to the
thotisands who had been in contact with foreigners prior to August 1996, In previous government amnesties individuals who
turned themselves in were latter arvested and i some cases executed. -~

Despite ongomng efforts by the US| Turkey and Iran to broker a cease-fire, fighting among rival Kurdish political parties
continued throughout the year, with clashes between the KDP and the PUK causing significant displacement of civilians, Both
parties have been implicated in 3 wide array of abuses, including arbitrary arrest of suspected political opponents; torture and
ill-treatment of detainees, evictions of supporters of nival parties, and extrajudicial executions of dissident political activists.
The KDP alleged UK responsibility for the assassination of its officials Sirwan Nawroli (January), and Mouhiddin Rehim
(March), snd the attempted asszssination of KDP governor of Irbil Francois Hariri (February). The PUK denied the charges,
and alleged the KDP arbitranily detained its civilian supporters and indiscriminately shelled civilin aress. In April the two
partics reportedly exchanged 131 prisooers of war as part of an agreement signied in October 1996

In May thousands of Turkish forces launched 3 major offensive against the Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK), which had bases
in novthem [raq. Turkey had launched similar invasions in previous years. The KDP's forces supported the Turkish offensive
and some reports linked the KDP to executions of PKK members and civilian supporters, especially in Irbil. On June 15
Turkey announced a partial troop withdrawal, but then launched a second msjor incursion m late September. In October the
PUK alieged that Turkish air and artillery support for KDP attacks on PUK positions resulted m civilian casualties. According
1o journalists, both the KDP and Turkey have restnicted access 10 the border region since the beginning of the invasion.
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The Right to Manitor

Zozn:Samwaﬂﬁaﬁzﬂunﬁgsagﬂgﬂsgno:&g The August 1996 retum of Traqi security forces 1o
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of'retaliation by Iraqi security agents.

The government continued 1o refisse (o grant a visa to the LU N. special rapparteur on Irag, and 0 reject repeated requests by the
UN. Commission on Human Rights to station human rights monitors on its territory. Irag allowed U.N. monitors access to
ao..n.a__Euwog.ogea:&:!.asgsna.wi.zgggggéﬁgg&sgi
reporting on the implementation of Resolution 986 (1995). Iraq imposed severe penalties for unauthorized contact with
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prisoners in Iraq, but 2s of early November agreement on such visits had not been reached.

The Role of the

Intarnational Community

Europasn Union
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United Stales
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The U S, n conjunction with Turkey and the UK., continued to police = “no-fly* zone in northern Iraq, while maintaining
sumilar zone m southern Iraq in conjunction with the UK. and Saud: Arsbia France ended its participation in policing the .
northern no-fly zone in December 1996 The nocthern zone was designed to provide its predominantly Kurdish populstion with
uaﬂggg_agisagﬁuﬁggg?ﬂ._.naaﬁugz.ﬁmuwﬂd.aa&-w
strikes agamst PKK bases in nosthern fraq.
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Nicholas Burns saying on June 12, "Turkey’s an ally, snd we have no reason to question the need for an incursion scross the
border” The U.S. did condemn waggxgggggma%rz.iwgaﬂlg
spokesman James Rubin suid the U S would take *whatever action necessary” to preveat both Iragi and Iranian entry into the
no-fly zone.

The U.S, continued to strongly support UN. sanctions sgainst Iraq and 10 deny any respoasibility for the humanitanan casts of
the embargo ?mﬂsagn-a&mag%mssgggggggiggng_
members that the (.S, was delaying delivery of humaniturian goods, saying "It 13 the [raq: regime which continues 1o bear the
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responsibility for the suffering of its people It is the [raqi regime which cynically causes delays in the distribution of
humanitarian goods by refusing to sell oil for two months "
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