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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
KOSOVO SITUATION
The conflict in Kosovo sharply escalated during July wnd August 1998, July saw the
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) anempt to cxpand its control 0 urban centres, while
declaring « mumber of rural arcas in the westen and central Kosovo under their
control. In mid-July the KLA lmmched & major offensive to taks the town of
KLA marked a change in the nature of the conflict. In response to the activitles of the
KLA, Serbian security forces launched a major offensive at the end of July o retake

KLA-controlled areas and regain control of the main roads, most importantly the
Pristine-Pec and Pristine-Prizren rosds. Following the rotaking of Orahovac afier »
five-day battle, gggiiﬁglﬂag

guﬂtsﬁiﬂgcﬁgags_.ﬁgg
'y cind s

the Rugovsia Klimurs area, along the Stimlje-Suva Reka road and in ;ﬂg
Kijevo stretch of the Pristine-Pec road. dsgonggl&a?
population which had characterised the operation by Serbian security forces in the
western part of the province seemingly extended 1o central Kosovo sround  Malisevo

and Suva-Reks, south-west of Pristine. At the very end of August the ares south of
Prizren was affectod by intense military activity,

All observers have criticsed the cleasly disproportionate use of force by Serbian
security forces, which has particularly targeted the civilian population, The Secretary-
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inst civilians led 1o the desth of some 700 civilians, the destruction of cotire
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population is fully respected by the parties to the conflict. While humanitarisn access
improved following the 16 June Joint Statement by Prasidents Milosevic and Yeltzin,
fisll and unfettered access has been hampered by security concerns

organisation Mother Theresa Society (MTS), as the a rosult of a deliberato attack on



food relief items. UNHCR and WPF-led multi-agency convoys defivered assistance
thousands of [DPs in an average of threa/four convoys per week. The frequency
ggsi[gtgiiiggg

led convoys delivered sssistance to some 250,000 IDPs in Kosovo. However, in spite
of the strenuous efforts made by all sid workers to locate those in need, the assistance

In Iate August, the Assistart High Commissioner visited Kosove in order to assess the

Yugosiavia was immediately followad by a mission of the US Assistant Secretary
State Julia Taft. Ms. Taft concurred with UNHCR's view that urgent amistance was
noeded, especially for the inermally displaced in Kosovo, and committed the US
Government 10 mobilise resources for this purpose.

[n lste August, UNHCR welcomed an FU initiative under the Austrian Presidency to
creats 3 framework for co-ordinating a comprehensive response (o the Kosovo crisia
within Kosovo. UNHCR believes that, short of an immediate negotiatad settiement,
the following elements should form part of s strategy 10 esse the suffering in Kosovo.
Pﬂogli%gagugém-%
enfixread by the international commamity, particolarty by its political components.
mﬁggagsn_ﬁﬂ&sgggg

priority to those most st risk, particularly the some 50,000 displaced who are estimated
to be out in the open in Kosovo proper

Third, increased preparcdness in -Bni&o: further populstion displacement snd

the initiation of an grgent winterization programme.

ourth, further strengthened co-ordination emongst intemational actors on the ground,
with the support of the relavant political actors, to improve conditions for and facilitate
the return of the displaced to their homes.

All observers recognise the return home is & priority. Only the Serbian authorities, and
not the imcrmational community, 55;&388.8;..3...6388-_
responaibility, to provide their own citizens with security and restore their confidence
43 & prerequisite for large-scale return movements, The destruction of houses which
.D&vg??g&;a?gg?ggqozg

of houses and inframructhsre, represents & second major obstacle (o return. Efforts to



continue to .man&. %ggggﬁg
occurTing of gg;.’&igfﬁnﬂ[ an intention

F?gggijgggég An

sww aleo sxsable retum movements; while isitisl returns took place 10 Magurs and
Sedlare, Srhica and Glogovac., Unfortunately, these return movements were offiet by
flsrther displacement in other areas of central Kosovo, south-west of Pristina.

On 27 August 1998 the Serbian suthorities announced the creation of 11 Assistancs
Centres in Kosovo and requested the support of humanitarian agencies in normalising
the situstion in the region and ficilitate the retum of DPs to their homes. Istinic was
later added to the Eist, bringing tho total to 12: Orshovac, Djekovica, Decan, Klina,
Osojan, Kijevo, Srbica, Glogavac, Malisevo, Suva Reks, Funik snd Istinic

UNHCR s }gsggggglﬁas
contribaxs 10 comsofideting retum movements whilit reaching out to those still
E!.UEBOSEI-.E-..}P!-C-&BES&:«
people from their homes. Building confidence in retum is essemtial UNHCR bebeves
that concrete steps can be taken by the muthorities to fully restore confidence snd
promote return: an end o attacks 10 civilians, destruction of property, crops and
livestock; ending separation of males from their fumilies and their detontion as well as
the interrogstion of male retumees; an ond 10 the de facto commercial blockade
imposed on the province; the immedixte restoration of basic services such as water and
electricity in retum areas; an urgent action 1o save harvests; o fundamental change of
atitude by state-controlied media towards the Kosovo Albenian community and the
internationsl organisstions an the ground

As of 31 August 1998 the Montenegyin Ministry of Interior and the Montenegrin Red
nigiﬂgg[g&?ggg the majonity of
%ii?l&gigag [DPs were
Muslim commmuaities are 30 fir bearing most of the social burden of much an influx.
IDPs quickly outnumbered the 26,000 refugees fi from Bomiz and Herzegovina and

Croatia who continue to be hosted by Eo The influx arrived in a particularly
sensitive moment of the political life of a‘gggg
his concem to gégiax-’l%g a deep impact

on the intornal stability of the republic vulnerable o negative cxtemnal interference.
UNHCR consequently highlighted that programmes should be enhanced in order to
support the host fxmily system, now stretched to the limit and lessen the social impact
of the infhax. Steps wor initisted (o identify additional n&.&:&ggg



an inorease in international assistence (o Montenegro is needed i order to reduce the

July snd August saw a gggggg.ﬁ Y and
Albania. Albania was sccused by Belgrade of offering sanctuary and active support to
Egi&ggk.ggggig

agumst Yugosiav shelling of its territory.
By end August 1998, UNHCR estimated that 14,000 refugees had onterad Albania,

Qnom.s!r 7,000 remained in the northern part of the country , mainly concentrated

in the T inﬁﬂﬂ.laqggssfagrsoga%
Sg;-ﬂlg of refugees are accommodated with relstives and friends
while a few collective centres were recently established in Tropoje. During the moath
of August the security simation steadily deteriorated in the northern part of the
country. The ares became increasingly militarised due to the open presence of KLA.
This mifitarization was compounded by the presence of heavily armed local gangs,

which virtually controfied that portion of the Albanian territory, This situation affocted
nrgoasl}.% s well as o«&iﬂrlrgisaﬂ&

mgﬁiggsliigsggﬁn&}

individualised persecution on political grounds is occurring by means of arbitrary arrest
and detention, deprivation of life and torture carried out by State sgents and non-state
géiﬂ%i&:ﬂ!&ﬂsqﬂhﬁg
asylum-seekers and to allow them to lodge asylum applicstions. It also encouraged
States 10 hakt the deportation of rejected asylum-seekers on humanitarian ground
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PROGRAMME FOR REFUGEES FROM BOSNIA AND AERZEGOVINA
AND CROATIA

is

refugees by mid-September.

Since the tripartite mesting between the Government of Croatia, the Government of
FRY and UNHCR to simplify procedures for repatristion to Crostia, information has
began to flow among the three operational partners, the Croatien Office for Displaced
glg!g';g?fsvl_
UNHCR. Howover, 2 number of omissions and incoasistencies in the dats provided by
ODPR to UNFICR Belgrade in August, concerning the cases which had been approved
?ggésgnﬂcﬂn&gg%rsg

Es...o.&c iigiggs
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politicians, playing on the fears and frustrations of both domestic and displaced
populstion groups, sought to make political capital out of the subject of return. Hard-
linc Bosnian Serd DP Associations m RS, some of whom have sdoptad the name
“ Outanzk” (* Remain”) for their movement, took advantage of the susceptibility of
politicians in the pre-election peniod to g&-ggaﬂ_ﬁ{-_-&s
fnsncial assistance from the imermational community.

REPATRIATION FROM GERMANY

Germany has contimoed to pursue its policy o naocaﬁau.?g n of large
_-l&n..o..gl Boania and Herzegovina. [n the months of July and August,
41,000 refugees repatriated from Germany. .;ogo.z—gpx
Migration (IOM) estimated that 24 500 individuals retumed from 3 to 21 August

tgiﬂug-g&ﬁugg&BEgoiﬂqﬂ_&ﬁc&?é
Cargon in northern Bosnia, IOM cstimated the same figure for the month of
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The overwhelming majority of these retumees are Bosniaks, originally from RS. Zo
Being unable 10 retum to their homes in RS, they ended up relocating with their own
ethnic group in the Federstion The additional social burden represented by this
ia&&gis%ifz;g
of intermally displaced persons and the shortage of available sccommodation, ae
g?naa&ga.?g UNHCR has repeatedly expressed
%gggggggg;g

Krupa has accepted so far three rclocation projects from Genman Laneder
PROPERTY LEGISLATION UFDATE

Thvoughout the country, the implancntation of the Fedemtion's legisiation on socially
owned spartments (Law on Cessation of the Vakidity of the Law on Apartments) was
uneven and inconsistent. Refi:sal 10 order evictions of curmest occupants, thresats (o the
fives of municipal housing officials and blatant political interference in the decision-
making process have coutributed to the poor or non-miplementation of the Law
However, efforts coatinued by all agencles to inform holders of ienancy rights who
wish 1o re-clsim these flsts to file their applications before the dendiine of 4 October,
On the basis of these observations, the North-West Reconstruction Return Task Force
(NW - RRTF) has recommnended that the desdiine be extended to & date ns close as
possible to the corresponding deadiine under the new RS lgw

The RS is expocted to adopt a sct of new property laws similar 10 those in Federation
This will certainly provide much wanted impetus for return of Bosniaks and Bosnian
Crouts from the Federation and refugees abroad to RS. The movements to RS would

gisgnuv&nlﬁ including the moderates_have been sending
messages during tho clectoral period that Serb DPs and refigees would not be evicted.

KOSOVO ASYLUM-SEEKERS

As of 29 August, 1,553 Kosovar Albanian refugees had registered with UNHCR
Sarajevo. ;Egsgafl&gzﬁnn&&

the reporting period was 2,172; this number includes of registrations carried out in
wm.—n.g .E:KN:&P ggg that othars who came

two unused trangit centres (176 in Bosanski Petrovac, and 86 in Srednje, some 25 kms
north of g-ﬂngsﬁg look fi uo.ls&.no!!a&-.ft
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An interim Instruction to regulste the temporary admission of refigees from Kosovo \b
was submitted o the Council of Ministers, but was laler taken off the sgenda.
gm&*&‘&?g%g?g &n.usa of

caution in %%g to refugees from Kosovo presently in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, since this could raise expectations and creste s pull factor.

F-S‘v-!glgigsggg
En&m}livo- August, UNHCR reiterated its position

apphications for retum, with the participation of ODPR, the RS Ministry of Refugees
and UNHCR, a total of 208 cases wern received by UNHCR Sub-Office Banja Luka
for forwanding to ODPR. No clearance has been received by the end of August.
gggigigsgggﬂg
among the Croatian Serb refigees: (1) those who wish (o return immediately, (2) those
épbgqoﬁuggiaumigcﬁ%gsg&t
to make up their minds but wish to obtain documents { (the moat numerous) to keep the
retum option open. Access to documentation, including passports, may farther open
up the opportunity end desire for refum.

PROTECTION

The Council of Ministers included on their 31 August agenda the adoption of the Drafl

&g:..-l!?gi:nuﬂocsu Dissgreement between the Serb and
Representative (OHR) for an expert opinion.

SECURITY INCIDENTS

The msjority of security incidents which occurred during the reporting period aimed at
discoursging or preventing mimority returne On revnik. & Rosn oat



j an
T s in Vi
musicipality. The next day, a Croat roadblock effectively blocked the access lo the
wilage. SFOR IPTF, OHR, ECMM and UNHCR, together with the Mayor of Vitez
and other mumscipal suthorities, went o the scene. A group of 50 Bomisn Croats,
gi!%ﬁni&.&nﬂﬁiiﬂfﬁ!
ggv%i&ﬁggﬁﬁgl_
stated that previous agroements were no longer valid As the opposing crowd grew
and the situation detariorated, the DPs decided to lesve town under escort.  However,
31%%?%%«[8?;33
from & very hostile erowd of 150.
On & Augnst, in Doljani village (s Bosnian Crowt populsted arcs of ahlanica
ggiggggigg& German,
El&igg?ts.quEBQ&l
l&uﬂﬂsﬂfs.‘gggii?gi
ig.gigggsgrqu
E!giiglg?!&ﬂlg
issued a pross statement denouncing the action of the arvested persons.
During an asscssment visit by Bosnisk DPs to Bileca Municipality (RS) on 25 August,
?Egisgisgliig!‘
Q-Silislsiglgga‘c
was cancelled becsuse of & bomb threst made agsingt the President of the Bugoimo
Enlnﬁl&._a‘lﬁg.g[%t.gs
bomb wes found outside Mr. Mrso's house. TPTF has aiso reportad that there were
discussions with OSCE, IPTE/UNCA, and SFOR, the following municipalitics were
identified as potential “hot spots” where tensions may arise during the clections:



53&5582?3‘3@3%;3

gg former ?gﬂn?wollng
programme in particular, is now resulting in the reduction or mupension of shelter-
related projects, with u likely negative impact on the sbsorption capacity of the aress
recziving both minority retums and relocation movements

SPECIFIC EVENTS

From March 1o 28 August 1998, over 13,000 families (42,178 persons) applied to
return to Eggmﬂgssg?i&igg
gl}: 175) exceeded the mumber of Bosniak families (5,152) A total of
2,17 Enﬁgghaggiﬂ.ﬁ
from other ethmic groups totalled 552 familics (Source: Cantonal Minister for DP's,

woekly report of 31 August).

izsue of renam to RS by onganisng highly vizible “ convoy returms™ to mostly occupied
houses, With intervention and counseiling by UNHCR, SFOR and IPTF, the scheduled
* return movements” did not take place to the cxtent that the Bossiak organisers had
initially plansied. Spontansous returns of Bosniaks 1o cmpty demaged houses or
relatives continued relatively unimpeded, save minor security incidents. Over 350
minorities, mainly Bosniaks, retomad to Bownsksa Gradisica by end August.

mgggatrui&i mnen!-.mnaooni.&s‘
homes in &ng%gg or the Bosnian Croats, 39 families
gs?g For the “others”, 29:&3.3838858

E.s:u.ﬁgi&ia_ﬂn_agﬁi

have retumed to Kotar Varos Mamicipality in Republika Srpska UNHCR, SFOR,
WEFP and other agencics in the RRTF will try to provide adequate material goods and
food to sustsin the return until bomes can be rebuil,

As n major breakthrough, on 15 August Smﬁfgggav
Bacevi, Mostar Municipality South (Bosnian Croat-controlled). A total of 65 of these
retrunees spent the night in two houses in Bacevi. No security incidents were reported
l&?ﬁiﬁggg;gw‘éwﬁgl?lltsga.

routed to maks regular stops in Bacevi in view of the lack of public transport in the
srea.
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In Una Ssna, minority retumn continuad «f & sustained pace with & reasonable level of
political willingness and co-operation from the suthoritics. Especially notable are

i Petrovac (99 Serb returnces) and Martin Brod ares of Una-Sana Canton
(159 Serb retumees). iE.l‘.lu(-_ 1o receive minority returnees by the Una-
Sena suthorities, lack of reconstruction funding continues to be one of the most
formidable obstacies towards retum.

In Canton 10, the most significant event was the retuen of 18 Serb families to Glamoe.
Bosnisks continue to retum to Glamoc. In Drvar, the rotum cate picked up, although
the secuwity situation remained volatile with ongoing intimidation end harassment. The
number of retumens 1o Drvar increased (o 2,075, In Bosangkd Grahovo 590 Serb DPs
and refigees had retumed by B.lcqi.;l&.;g.ﬂlo«
Bossnski Grahovo, Serb refugees in FRY began visitiog villages on both sides
Livno-Bosamaki Grahovo municipal border. The interest in retuming is stromg and
UNHCR Basja Luka expects pressure 10 retum (0 this sres will incresse in fliture
Minority returns to Zavidovici comtinued. In August, UNHCR has monitored the
reinstatemnent of 24 familics (inchuding & Roma family) in their property.
DEMINING

On 14 Aagust 5 local de-miner sustsimed the UNHCR demining teamn's first sérious
injury - from & hand grenade. Ho lost s right hand and has shrapnel lodged in his
skull. An lovestigation is underway. The RS Mine Action Centre (MAC) was oficially
msugurated on 27 August in Barje Luka UNMAC/Bibec conducted an initial mine
risk assessment in Martin Brod for possible opening of an access road on the Bomisn

side of the cumently contested Martin Brod village area.
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OPEN CITIES

Tuxia was declared !igs_qg.?sis&gags
the 14 Open Cities has now surpassed the 10,000,

%Egggi Foinics Municipalities declared themselves
“open” during the last meeting of the Municipal Assembly. The Mayor of Busovaca
ggiiggagisgzﬂt%&

be implemented in the mumicipality untill the beneficiarics of compicted housing
projects retum to their homes. Ita Open City status will be reviewed with particular
regard to the progress made by the Mayor on resalution of double occupancy cases.
BUS LINES

Two of UNHCR Bania Luka's inter-Entity bua lines - Tuzla-Bijeliing and Tuzla-

Zvornik - iissgi This required the active involvement
of UNRCR in faciitating mectings between private bus companies and public
authorities of both Entities, developing schedules and disseminsting information o the
public,

?gggfigailﬂﬂi.g
proving very successfill with all run in August fully booked. This success has
awakened the interest of a local state-owned bus company to take it over.
SHELTER AND RECONSTRUCTION

Recomstruction sctivities have run full speed in numerous (minority) return areas, such
as Bosanski Grahovo, the “Amvil”, the Una-Sana Canton, Tuzis snd Zavidovici,
gavlgavggi Travnik, 23 well as in lidzs in the

Sarajevo Canton. In total, some 2,000 houses have been rehabilitsted or are under
reconstruction under the 1998 UNHCR Reconstruction Program. Damage assessment
and wipartite agresmems are being propared for additional housing units. The current
u...?&ﬂgggggri}vi

qsg%cggs;gsg!

CROATIA
GENERAL
The months of July and August 199% saw a number of developments related to the
impicmentation of the Programme for the Roturn and Accommodation of Displaced
Persona, Refugees and Rescitied Persons (hereinafler referved to as the Retum

Progrumnmc), which was adopted by the Government of Croatia in June.

At the beginning of July, the Arnticle 1) Commission informed Minister of Foreign
Affairs Granie and Deputy Minister for Recanstruction and Devalapman Suwe of the



g.gaﬁ&%g?sgzai
the adoption of Egiigiig
ga!&oantrof 9.8.&!!50.8& ig.ﬁ

88‘&!3 ?%ggﬁui the Retumn
Progwmme. The Government was also requested (o present 3§ comprehensive
reconstruction plan by esrly September.

On 2 2 July the UN Security Council through a iﬂnllg&nﬂn!

gg'%&.g&;?gtl&?g

-Eg&f‘ig?ig%q’

gg%&&oggﬂgvﬂgsg
police in the Danube Region In mid-August the Representstive of the Secretary
Geoeral in Croatia, Mr. Souren Sersydarisa, judged, under certam qualifications, that
these conditions have been broadly met and authorised the drase-downm of police
officers. The United N &o.svonoo i@gﬁzuggts

ggc&ngmoggg!?&sig?-

?.@lﬂ?ggnggggigt
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benefits but responaibilities a5 wedl, which must be met by Croatia

PROGRAMME ON RETURN - REPATRIATION FROM FRY AND RS

Quog.isgﬂaﬂgg?ggg
Programme on Return took place from FRY to Croatia. Since then, progress towards
repatriation of refiigees from FRY has continued, albeit &t & slow pace.

From the lsunch of the Return Programme until 30 August, 10,639 applications for
e : 2

In the same period 385 persons repatriated in UNHCR/ODPR convoys, 655 were
identified 25 spomtaneous returnees and 484 persons repatriated with a travel document
(so-called "putni fist™) issued by Croatian diplomatic missions sbroad — totalling 1,524.
43.&&&5%8[%03:3338@

parts of Crostia mince the signing of the Two-Way Retum Agreament in April 1997,
Based on obsarvations in the fisld, UNHCR estimated that & reafishe cumalative figure
of minority retarms could be around 20,000 in the Former UN Sectors

As noted in relation to implementation of the Joint Working Group Agreement on
retum (o &nd from the Danube Region, the returnee population is casentially composed
of cases of family reunion or individuals returning to their own inhabitsble and cmpty
gg%tgsggsgs{

38!!593%8';&9&{;88{ in the :
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The Government organised a first information meeting on the Retumn Programme in
Topusko on 7 July, which was anended by Government officials, representatives of the
international community in Croatia snd representatives of eleven counties, towns and
municipalities affected by the return process. The meeting highlighted the concemn
many of the participants regarding the economic situstion in the so-called Former UN
Sectors. It was uressed that Croatia would require financial support from the
intemational comwmunity to intensify reconstruction and development, cspecially

international expoctations. By that time, the Government Commission on Return had
failed to produce substantive directives and informetion required by those charged with
implementation of the Retum Programme — especially the newly formed Housing
Commissions tesked with secking & solution to property-relsted issues. UNHCR

Eggg !i'nlg n.n?oﬂl.lllli

igl?ssgigaigga
the Programme st the local level.

A number of Bossian Crosts ongmating from Bosansks Posavios and Banja Luka
region (both sreas are in the Bosnlan Serb entity) were allocated houses or spartments
belonging to Crostian Scrbe under the Law on Temporwy Teke-Over and
Administration of Specified Property. This Law was reacinded in August 1998 without

8..8«."8.!-1!& %E‘B'ggg
ggggg ggaggﬁog‘-&.gg

CROSS BORDER RETURN MOVEMENTS BETWEEN CRQATIA AND
REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

The UNHCR Chief of Mission for Croatia, Rob Robinson, travelled with the Head of
ODPR to Basja Luka on 20 August in order to meet with Republika Srpaka (RS)
Minsster for Refugees Dragicevic, with the Office of the Figh Representative (OHR)
Banpa Luka and with the Croatian Ambassador to Boania-Herzegovina. The delegation
&Egl&ggnﬂg&-g

Biigggggﬁgﬂog
operational Croatian Consulate in w-ig.;og of consular days m w.a-
Luka by Crostian Embaasy personnel of Sarajevo was an improvement, but did not
acceierate repatriztion in & meaningfhl manner

With regard 1o ovl.lgnscgtmdsoqg ..ou&ogawg!a
Herzegovinm, by end August, according 10 the UNHCR database, 2,014 persons



90 per cent of mpplicants are Bosnian Crosta :g_.!&coolkﬁoao.

Bgrﬁmﬁggg!gggrga

pressures (political propaganda, threats 3388..1.-&-_ benefits by HDZ-
controlled welfare and municipal suthorities) to discoursge Boanian Croats from

repatrigting to RS.

1995. The Law on Rescission of the Law on Tempormy Take-Ower and
Administration of Specified Property (LTTSP) and the Law on Resclssion of the Law
83& §r§§§§v‘a§3§
Parkament 00 10 July snd entered into force on S Angust 1998, The bills of sbolition
of tho LTTSP and the LRALA, which had both bean regerded by the international
commumnity as discriminatory, %lgstgoq&ln
gg!ﬁ%!?&@&a adequate transitional

F?gﬂ&gg%gtggﬁ
the Houting Commissions have not functioned in making return happen. Therefore,
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implementation of both the Joint Wor king Group Agreement on Retum 1o and from
the Danabe Region, and the Progremme on Retum, have failed to trigger the resum of
g%%%a?gsggiigg

g%lglg g&lﬂil‘iﬂ
is emerging. whoreby & gradual shift of population within the Region from ethmically
mixed communities 10 homogencous ones was noted.

The two-wsy returmn process within the country is stalled At the same time, the
protection needs of the remaining displaced persons continue to be grest. Croatisn DPs

waiting 10 return o the Danube Region have discovered thet domestic property
{lﬂwugggggggaoo&ai
Serb DPs. For example, the court in Osljck isswed over 30 eviction notices in August
based on clzims Gled within the provious 60 days (it is not known how many of these
eviction notices were achually executed). The court system gives differcatinl treatment

1o similar court filings by Croatian Secb DP3, Consequently, they fice possible eviction
ilisgto’itﬁltgia
instatemens of tenancy rights or occupied housing.
As u result of these fctors, displaced Crostisn Serbs, as well as the residest Serd
i!&siggﬂlﬂlg Serb

o e
ngilgagﬂglgi
accommodsted with relstives and friends. A flrther sggravating factor is the dire
economic situstion affecting all communities. While the two-way retum process may
be in the final phase, UNHCR continues to highlight that part of the cascload hes
merely been transferred 1o FRY. .

To dste 1,800 Serb Displaced Persons (Dps) have retumed from the Danube Region to
Sngloﬂrﬁ?!s!iamagaiggsgk
Apeil 1997, Some 15,000 Croat Dps have returned to the Danube Region while
UNHCR estimates that 10,000 Serbs have spontaneously returned to Former UN
Sectors Out of an estimated Egﬁsgmnvo?ag%
UNMO surveyed 47,000 in oao_.!oos 800 DP1 are loft in the Damube Ragion

Before and following the expiration of UNTAES mandste, 50,000 ethnic Serbs
(source Office of Serbian Commissioner for Refugees), both persons displaced (o the



Yugodavia (FRY).

CO-OPERATION WITH OSCE AND ECMM

Throughout July and Avgust, UNHCR and the OSCE coassulted membery of the
international community with a view 10 establishing an effective co-operation
mechaniam 1o support snd monitor the Government of Croatia's efforts to implement
the Return Programmms A Return Facilitation Group was formed under joint
UNBCR/AOSCE chairmanship, 10 address operationsl/humanitarian and politicsl issuos
finked to the retumm process. The Government also established a Co-ordination
Commitios comprising representatives of both the Government and the interational
community, lo review the recurn process.  As systematic and effective monitoring of
the Retumn Programme on a wide range of issues in » priority ~ UNHCR, OSCE and
BECMM established a joint momitoring system, A matrix of activities reimted 0
implemeontation of the Return Progmmme was doveloped, which set objectives and
activities for cach organisation perticipating in the monitoring mechunism, to eamure
the coasistent snd nccurte monitoring of rewurns, processing of data and analysis of
trends and progress achieved

Marco Roggia

Exiornal Rolations Officer



