
   Flygtningenævnet • Adelgade 11-13 • DK-1304 København K 

Telefon +45 3392 3334 • Fax +45 3920 4505 • E-mail fln@inm.dk • www.fln.dk 

 

229 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale 

 

 

Bilagsnr.: 229 

Land: Eritrea 

Kilde: EASO 

Titel: 
EASO Country of Origin Information Report - Eritrea 
Country Focus 

Udgivet: Maj 2015 

Optaget på 
baggrundsmaterialet: 

12. august 2015 

 









Europe Direct is a service to help you find answers  
to your questions about the European Union.

Freephone number (*):

00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11
(*)

More information on the European Union is available on the Internet (http://europa.eu).

Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, 2015

ISBN 978-92-9243-449-6 
doi:10.2847/61437

© European Asylum Support Office, 2015

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use 
which may be made of the information contained therein.

Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged.

Printed in Italy



Acknowledgments



Contents

Acknowledgments ......................................................................................................................................... 3

Disclaimer ...................................................................................................................................................... 6

Glossary and Abbreviations ........................................................................................................................... 7

Introduction and source assessment .............................................................................................................. 9

Methodology ................................................................................................................................................10

Defining the content ...................................................................................................................................... 10

Collecting information ................................................................................................................................... 10

Quality control ............................................................................................................................................... 10

Map of Eritrea ...............................................................................................................................................11

1. General country information .................................................................................................................12

1.1 Geography ............................................................................................................................................. 12

1.2 Demographics ........................................................................................................................................ 12

12

14

15

1.3 History ................................................................................................................................................... 15

1.4 Administrative structure ........................................................................................................................ 17

1.5 Education ............................................................................................................................................... 20

20

21

1.6 Media ..................................................................................................................................................... 22

1.7 Healthcare system ................................................................................................................................. 23

1.8 Transport ............................................................................................................................................... 24

1.9 Currency ................................................................................................................................................. 25

2. State structure and politics ....................................................................................................................26

2.1 State institutions .................................................................................................................................... 26

26

26

27

27

2.2 Political parties ...................................................................................................................................... 28

2.3 Associations and civil society ................................................................................................................. 29

2.4 Criticism of the government .................................................................................................................. 30



5

3. National service .....................................................................................................................................32

3.1 Structure ................................................................................................................................................ 32

3.2 Exemptions ............................................................................................................................................ 33

3.3 Recruitment ........................................................................................................................................... 34

3.4 12th school year at Sawa ....................................................................................................................... 37

3.5 Military service ...................................................................................................................................... 38

3.6 Civilian national service ......................................................................................................................... 39

3.7 Duration ................................................................................................................................................. 40

41

3.8 Desertion ............................................................................................................................................... 41

41

42

3.9 People’s Army ........................................................................................................................................ 43

4. Prisons and detention ............................................................................................................................45

4.1 Detention conditions ............................................................................................................................. 45

4.2 Torture ................................................................................................................................................... 47

5. Religion ................................................................................................................................................ 48

6. Identity documents and exit ..................................................................................................................50

6.1 Eritrean citizenship ................................................................................................................................ 50

6.2 Identity card .......................................................................................................................................... 50

6.3 Passport ................................................................................................................................................. 51

6.4 Exit ......................................................................................................................................................... 52

52

54

6.5 Residence card ....................................................................................................................................... 55

6.6 Official civil status documents ............................................................................................................... 55

6.7 Religious civil status documents ............................................................................................................ 56

Annex: Bibliography ......................................................................................................................................57



Disclaimer

¹

(¹



Glossary and Abbreviations

Adi Village (Tigrinya)

 

 

ENSF Eritrean National Salvation Front

 

ESF Eritrean Solidarity Front

EYSC Eritrean Youth Solidarity for Change

ICRC International Committee of the Red Cross



Mmhidar Administration (all levels)

 

NUEYS National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students
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information, there is some risk of roundtripping (

(² Oral Update by Mr Mike Smith, Chair of the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea at 
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for processing COI

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 
International, Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in 
Eritrea, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 
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Map of Eritrea

 

Eritrea­
Ethiopia Boundary Commission de facto
line at several points (

( Landmine Impact Survey — 2004 [map], 
Eritrea International Boundary between the State of Eritrea and the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

( International Boundary between the State of Eritrea and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

( Africa’s Cuba: Eritrea Endures 13 Years of Illegal Occupation and Sanctions, 



1. General country information

1.1 Geography

² (
Sea is 1,151 km long (¹¹

¹²

¹³

1.2 Demographics

1.2.1 Ethnic groups

) 

million in 2002 (

• The Tigrinya Bihere­Tigrinya, who also refer to themselves as Deqi Kebessa

Jeberti

• The Tigre

Beni Amer

• The Afar Danakil) are a pastoralist Muslim people who 

( ² ² ² ² 

(¹¹ Eritrea at a Glance, The World Factbook, Eritrea, People and Society, 
Eritrea, Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

(¹² Africa South of the Sahara, Eritrea, 

(¹³ Eritrea, 

( Demographic and Health Survey 1995, Politics of Census, 

( Politics of Census, 

( The World Factbook, Eritrea, People and Society Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

( Eritrea at a Glance, 



• The Saho

• The Bilen Bogos), who refer to themselves as Blin 

• The Rashaida

• The Hedareb T’bdawe) mainly live as nomads along the 
Beja and their language as Bedawiyet

The Halenqa Beni Amer who live in western Eritrea and eastern 

 

)

(
Eritrea, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

Peoples of the Horn of Africa. Somali, Afar and Saho, Eritrea, Languages, Djibouti, Eritrea and 
Ethiopia The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea



• The Nara Barya) mostly speak Tigre as their 

• The Kunama

²¹

²²

1.2.2 Languages

²³

(Fidel)

lingua franca

Ethiopia (

( Eritrea, Eritrea at a Glance, 
Eritrea’s 9 ethnic groups, Eritrea, Languages, The lasting 
struggle for freedom in Eritrea, The African Garrison State. 
Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea, 
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

(²¹ Opposing Issayas, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea, 

(²² Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea, Eritrean 
opposition parties and civic organisations, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development 
in Eritrea, 

(²³ Eritrea, 

(

( Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, Eritrea, Status, Eritrea. A 
Dream Deferred, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea, The African Garrison 
State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

(

(

( Eritrea, 
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map) (

³¹

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• ³²)

³³

1.2.3 Eritrean names

names also in formal settings (

1.3 History

and the Eritrean lowlands (

( Eritrea, Languages, Eritrea, 

(³¹ Respons Eritrea/Etiopia: Tigrinja­språk langs grensen Proceedings of the Ninth International Conference of Ethiopian 
Studies, UCLA Language Materials. Tigrinya, Tigrinya, 

(³²

(³³

( Eritrea, 

(

( Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, Eritrea: The Siege State, The lasting struggle for 
freedom in Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, Historical Dictionary of Ethiopia and Eritrea,
Eritrea: The Siege State,



Eritrean Liberation Movement 
Eritrean Liberation Front Jebha

Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
Shaebia or Hizbawi Ginbar 

Eritrean People’s 
Revolutionary Party 

People’s Front for Democracy 
and Justice 

for the first time (

) and 100,000 people were 

) 

( Eritrea, Eritrea: The Siege State,
Der lange Schatten der EPLF, From Guerillas to Government, 

(
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, Historical Dictionary 

of Eritrea, 

( Against All Odds. A Chronicle of the Eritrean Revolution, Eritrea, Eritrea: The 
Siege State, From Guerillas to Government, Evil Days. 30 Years of War and Famine in 
Ethiopia, 

( From Guerillas to Government, Eritrea, Kriege am Horn von Afrika. Historischer 
Befund und friedenswissenschaftliche Analyse

( Eritrea, 

( Historical Dictionary of Eritrea, 

( The Horn of Africa War: Mass Expulsions and the Nationality Issue (June 1998 — April 2002), 

( The Horn of Africa War: Mass Expulsions and the Nationality Issue (June 1998 — April 2002), 
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Ethiopia Affirms Readiness for Dialogue With Eritrea, 

( International Boundary between the State of Eritrea and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
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) (

) (

) (

1.4 Administrative structure

zobas (regions) (

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The zobas are divided into Nus­Zobas Kebabi (formerly known as 
Kebele Kebabi
Adi

( The Horn of Africa War: Mass Expulsions and the Nationality Issue (June 1998 — April 2002), 
Eritrea: The Siege State, Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in 
Eritrea, Africa’s Cuba: Eritrea Endures 13 Years of Illegal Occupation and Sanctions, 

( Eritrea: The Siege State The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea  
Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 

( Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Amnesty International Annual Report 2014/15 — Eritrea, 

Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, Where is Eritrea heading?

( World Report 2015 — Eritrea, Eritrea ‘desolate’ — Catholic bishops, 

( Security Council Imposes Sanctions on Eritrea over Its Role in Somalia, Refusal to Withdraw Troops Following Conflict with Djibouti, SC/9833, 
Resolution 2023 (2011). Adopted by the Security Council at its 6674  meeting, 

Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 

( Letter dated 11 July 2012 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee Pursuant to Resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) Concerning 
Somalia and Eritrea Addressed to the President of the Security Council (S/2012/545), Where is Eritrea heading? 

BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

( Where is Eritrea heading?

( Eritrea, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Eritrea, 

( zoba



Zobas, Nus­Zobas and Kebabi zoba
(baito)

(megaba‘aya) ( )

 
zobas and nus­zobas ( )

nus­zobas

the status of nus­zobas

(

( Landmine Impact Survey — 2004 [map], 
Eritrea 

Eritrea­Ethiopia Boundary Commission map page 11

( zoba



Administrations at all levels are referred to as mmhidar kebabi

nus­zoba

awrajas commissariati of the Italian 

awrajas nus­awrajas woredas adi (villages) (

 
awrajas )

( En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée National Service and 
State Structures in Eritrea zoba

( zoba

( Historical Dictionary of Eritrea, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea

( Eritrea (Political) Historical Dictionary of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, Location and Geography of Eritrea

map page 11



1.5 Education

1.5.1 Public schools

mebaeta dereja bet timhrti
 maekelay dereja bet timhrti) kaelay dereja 

bet timhrti) ( )

thirds (
Eritrean School Leaving Certificate 

Examination

(awkaf schools

zobas (

( Eritrea: Essential Education Indicators 2011/12, World 
Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, ICT in Education in Eritrea, Eritrea, 

Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Ministry of Information, Back to School, 

( ICT in Education in Eritrea, Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, National Education Profile 2014 Update, Eritrea: Basic Education 
Statistics 2011/12, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,
Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation 

nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée; Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes 
of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition Sawa: Center of 
Empowerment For Young Eritreans, 

Eritrea: Take me to prison — they have food, 

( Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea, 

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( World Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, 
Eritrea, National Education Profile 2014 Update, Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( World Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, 

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, World Data 
on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, Eritrea, National Education Profile 2014 Update, 
Bertelsmann Stiftung, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( Eritrea, National Education Profile 2014 Update, Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( Ciao Asmara. A Classic Account of Contemporary Africa
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transport (

 level (

,

lingua franca 

taught as foreign languages (

keremtawi maetot

1.5.2 Academies

 

• 

• 

• 

( World Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, 

( ICT in Education in Eritrea, Africa South of the Sahara,
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, Young and Astray: An Assessment of 
Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents from Eritrea into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond, 

( Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents from Eritrea 
into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond Africa South of the Sahara
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2012 — Eritrea

(

( Back to School, 

( Eritrea, ICT in Education in Eritrea, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
World Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea, 

( Eritrea: Basic Education Statistics 2011/12, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea World Data on Education. VII Ed. 
2010/11. Eritrea, 

( Eritrea. A Dream Deferred The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
World Data on Education. VII Ed. 2010/11. Eritrea

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea World Data on Education. VII Ed. 
2010/11. Eritrea, 

(

( Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea, Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. 
Eritrea, Eritrea, Back to School, 
of State, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia,
Education not Incarceration: Build Schools not Prisons, 

Eritrea: Ending the Exodus? Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia,
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 

44  edition, 

( Eritrea, 



• 

• 

• 

• )

 
) after graduating (

 in the meantime, however (

1.6 Media

• Eritrea Profile (English), Hadas Ertra 
(Tigrinya), Al­Hadisa Tigrigta (Tigrinya) and Geled (Tigrinya)

• ERINA

• The multilingual television station EriTV

• The radio station Dimtsi Hafash 
network Radio Zara

• Shabait.com )

Meqaleh, Setit, Wintana, 
Admas, Mana, Qeste­Demenna, Zemen and Tsigenai ( )

Eritrea in 2004 (¹¹¹

( Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

(
Eritrea: Ending the Exodus? The African 

Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Eritrea, 
Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

(

( Eritrea: Take me to prison — they have food, 

( Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix 
edition

(

( Eritrea: Take me to prison — they have food, 

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia, Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( Freedom of the Press 2014. Eritrea Contribution on the situation of media freedom in Eritrea 
by Reporters Without Borders, an NGO with special consultative status

( Eritrea profile — Media Freedom of the Press 2014. Eritrea

( Eritrea, Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, 

( Eritrea profile — Media Eritrea Eritrea. A Dream Deferred
Contribution on the situation of media freedom in Eritrea by Reporters Without Borders, an NGO with special consultative status

Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

(¹¹¹ The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,
Attacks on the Press 2012. Eritrea, 



media who were imprisoned (¹¹²
¹¹³

media (

¹²¹

¹²² ¹²³

online news portals Awate ( ), Asmarino ( ) and Assenna (
Meqaleh Forto (Echoes of 

Forto) ( ),

1.7 Healthcare system

The Department of Health Services

• 

• 

(¹¹² World Report 2015 — Eritrea The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Service for Life. State 
Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

(¹¹³ 2014 prison census: 221 journalists jailed worldwide

( Six Eritrean journalists released after nearly six years in prison CPJ welcomes release of six Eritrean 
journalists, 

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 
Oral Update by Mr Mike Smith, Chair of the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea at the 28  session of the 

Human Rights Council, 

( 2015 World Press Freedom Index, 

( Freedom of the Press 2014

( 2015 World Press Freedom Index. How we compiled the index, Freedom of the Press 2014, pp. 

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,
Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

(¹²¹ Contribution on the situation of media freedom in Eritrea by Reporters Without Borders, an NGO with special consultative status, 
World Report 2015 — Eritrea Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Eritrea: A Nation 

Silenced, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

(¹²² Freedom of the Press 2014. Eritrea Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, 
World Report 2015 — Eritrea Eritrea — Drivers and 

Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return World Report 2015 — Eritrea
Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, 

(¹²³

(

(

(

(

( Underground Independent newspaper launched in Eritrea, Arbi Harnet News: Second edition of MeqaleH 
Forto, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth



• Referral hospitals in all zoba  

¹³¹

¹³² ¹³³
kebabi

The Eritrean National List of Medicines 

1.8 Transport

( Expanded Programmer on Immunization. Comprehensive 
Multi­Year Plan (2012­2016), WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, 

( Country Cooperation Strategy at a glance. Eritrea, WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, 
Eritrea Overview, 

(¹³¹ Eritrea, WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, 

(¹³²

(¹³³ Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, tuberkulose og diabetes, 

(

( WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, Country Cooperation Strategy at a glance. Eritrea, 
Global AIDS Response Reporting. Narrative Report­Eritrea (Jan 2013­Dec 2013), 

( WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, Global AIDS Response Reporting. Narrative 
Report­Eritrea (Jan 2013­Dec 2013), 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, tuberkulose og diabetes, UNGASS Country Progress Report, 

( WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 2009­2013. Eritrea, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, tuberkulose og diabetes, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, tuberkulose og diabetes, 

( Eritrean National List of Medicines. Fifth Edition, 

(

( Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, tuberkulose og diabetes, 
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transport (

(menqesaqesi wereqet)

1.9 Currency

kirshi (

( Eritrea. The Bradt Travel Guide, Lonely Planet Ethiopia & Eritrea,

( Destinations, Timetable, Route Map, 

( Eritrea, National Service and State Structures in Eritrea Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite 
Conscription in Eritrea,

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea

( Eritrea: Reise­ und Sicherheitshinweise (Teilreisewarnung,) Foreign travel advice 
Eritrea Eritrea Travel Warning

Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea, 
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea, 
En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée; 

Eritrea: Prevalence of fraudulent identity documents, including national identity cards (2012­August 2014), 

( Eritrea, 
Eritrea. The Bradt Travel Guide, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

( 2014 Investment Climate Statement, Shortage of Nakfa Bills Reported Outside Eritrea, 
Stiftung, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, 
Sheila B. Keetharuth

( Der Traum vom guten Leben, 

( Eritrea. The Bradt Travel Guide, Eritrea, Eritrea, 



2. State structure and politics

2.1 State institutions

2.1.1 Constitution

2.1.2 Transitional government (executive)

Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
formed a provisional government (Provisional Government of Eritrea, 

four years (Transitional Government of Eritrea, 

Eritrean People’s Revolutionary Party

People’s Front for Democracy and Justice Higdef ) (

(tegadelti) ( )

( The Constitution of Eritrea, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea

( Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, Eritrea, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future 
Transition, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 2014, 

( Eritrea, Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & 

Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Refugees, Ransoms and Revolt. An Update on Eritrea Eritrea, Eritrea: 
Scenarios for Future Transition, 

Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, Historical Dictionary of Eritrea, 

( BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

( Eritrea, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, Eritrea: A Nation 
Silenced, 

(

The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, BTI 2014. 
Eritrea Country Report, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
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2.1.3 Parliament (legislative)

(Hagerawi Baito), 

zoba parliaments following the zoba

In the villages (adi), woredas and awrajas (baito)
After the zobas zoba

kebabi level (

2.1.4 Judicial system (judiciary)

Following the de facto
Ethiopian laws ( Transitional Penal Code of Eritrea ( ), for 

Gazeta 
Awagiat Ertra

thus hold very little meaning in reality (

zoba

 

( Eritrea, Africa 
South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea, Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea,
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, The world’s enduring dictators: Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

( Freedom in the World 2013: Eritrea,

( Africa South of the Sahara, 
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Nacfa sub­zone: Election of Administrators, Managing directors and Village Administrative Committee conducted, 17 

Mensura sub­zone: Election of Administrators, Managing directors and Village Administrative Committees 
conducted, Agordat sub­zone: Election of Administrators, Managing directors and Village Administrative 
committees conducted, Laelai­Gash sub­zone: Election of Administrators, Managing directors conducted, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political 
Development in Eritrea, 

( Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political 
Development in Eritrea, 

(

( Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, The African Garrison State. Human 
Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Eritrea, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 2014, 

( BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
Eritrea, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 



them (

(tegadelti) 

2.2 Political parties

(hafash), who have 

There is also virtually no organised underground opposition ( Arbi Harnet 

Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization Democratic Movement for 
the Liberation of Eritrean Kunama National Democratic Front for the Liberation of the Eritrean Saho 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Eritrea, 

Freedom in the World 2014. Eritrea, 
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea

BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & 
Political Development in Eritrea, 

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea

(

( World Report 2014 — Eritrea Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 
The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, 

( BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

( Eritrea: The Siege State, Eritrea, Der lange Schatten der EPLF, 
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices 
for 2013 — Eritrea,

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic organisations, Eritrea: Conversation with the resistance mov’t inside Asmara, 26 

Interview with Eritrea’s ‘Freedom Friday’ Organizers, 



Democratic Front of Eritrean Nationalities ( )
Eritrean National Salvation Front (ENSF) on a government garage in Asmara (

Eritrean Liberation Front 
Jebha

the Eritrean Democratic Alliance 
Eritrea People’s Democratic Party Eritrean Solidarity Front (ESF) (

of rumours in the diaspora (

2.3 Associations and civil society

National Union of Eritrean Women 
the National Confederation of Eritrean Workers National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students 

hafash

freedom fighters, the tegadelti ( )

) 

( Military Clashes Inside Eritrea, Eritrea: Exiled Eritrean Rebel Groups Plan Joint Military Attack Against Regime, 7 

Eritrea rebels say they killed 12 government troops Eritrean opposition says stormed military 
hospital BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

Eritrean opposition parties and civic organisations, Opposing 
Issayas, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Eritrea: The Siege State

(

( Eritrean rebels attack government facility in Asmara, 

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic organisations, 

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic 
organisations, 

Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic organisations, Opposing Issayas, 

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea, 
En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée; 

( Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 
Eritrea, 

( Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, 

( Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

(

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,



Eritrean Youth Solidarity for Change (EYSC), 
Eritrean Youth Solidarity for National 

Salvation Eritrean Solidarity Movement for National 
Salvation) ( ) 

2.4 Criticism of the government

) (

²¹¹

²¹²

²¹³

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic 
organisations, 

( Eritrean opposition parties and civic organisations, 

( Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Eritrea: The Siege State The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea
Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, Eritrea: Scenarios for Future 
Transition, 

The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, Eritrea. A Dream Deferred, 

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, Amnesty International Annual Report 2014/15 
— Eritrea,

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, 
The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea

( BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, 
Service for Life. State 

Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political 
Development in Eritrea, 

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite 
Conscription in Eritrea, Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 

The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea

(²¹¹ Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea,

(²¹² The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 
Oral Update by Mr Mike Smith, Chair of the Commission of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea at the 28  session of the 

Human Rights Council, 

(²¹³ Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Amnesty International Annual Report 2014/15 — 

Eritrea, Eritrea: A Nation Silenced, Where is Eritrea heading?



Forto incident ( ) — as an attempted 

(

( Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Issayas staggers a little, 

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 

Confidential, Issayas staggers a little, 

( Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, USCIRF Annual Report 2013 — Countries of Particular Concern: 
Eritrea Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

( World Report 2015 — Eritrea, Eritrea ‘desolate’ — Catholic bishops, 



3. National service

(Hagerawi Agelglot)

• To establish a strong defence force … [to] ensure a free and sovereign Eritrea.

• To preserve and entrust future generations with the courage, resoluteness and heroic episodes shown by our 
people in the past thirty years.

• To create a new generation characterised by love of work, discipline and a willingness to participate and serve in 
the reconstruction of the nation.

• To develop […] the economy of the nation by investing in the development of our people as a potential wealth.

• To foster national unity among our people by eliminating sub­national feelings.

²²¹

3.1 Structure

) (²²²

²²³

(Eritrean Defense Forces, 

seven operational planes in 2012 (

( Eritrea, The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration, 
Temanotat 

Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila 
B. Keetharuth, 

( Proclamation on National Service No 82/1995

(²²¹ Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

(²²² National Service and State Structures in Eritrea Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste
The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

(²²³ Eritrea’s economic survival, Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,
Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration, 

The African 
Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Crisis In The Eritrean Army, Issayas staggers a little, 

( Eritrea 2014: Isaias Afwerki & His Musical Chair, Eritrea Appoints New Chief of Staff, Eritrean FM 
Meets Outgoing Qatari Ambassador, 

( , Eritrea: The Siege State

( Eritrea Military Stats

(

( Letter dated 11 July 2012 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee Pursuant to Resolutions 751 (1992) and 1907 (2009) Concerning 
Somalia and Eritrea Addressed to the President of the Security Council (S/2012/545), 



 

) 

Eritrea is divided into five Military Operational Zones 

are among the most powerful people in Eritrea (²³¹
²³²

) (²³³
Tigray People’s Democratic Movement 

Demhit

3.2 Exemptions

Chapter 5

( Eritrea: Nationaldienst, 

(²³¹ Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, BTI 2014. Eritrea Country Report, 2014, 
Issayas staggers a little, The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political 

Development in Eritrea, 

(²³² Issayas staggers a little, 

(²³³ Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( A Mercenary Army: Isaias Afwerki’s Last Stand, Breaking: Eritrea — ‘Thousands’ detained in Asmara, 
Eritrea: Ending the Exodus? 

( National Service Proclamation No  11/1991 Eritrea The Open­Ended Eritrean 
National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( Proclamation on National Service No  82/1995,

( Proclamation on National Service No  82/1995

( Proclamation on National Service No  82/1995

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service

( USCIRF Annual Report 2014, — Countries of Particular Concern: Eritrea, Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth



giffa 
) (

giffa

) (

3.3 Recruitment

3.3.1 Recruitment via the 12th school year at Sawa

Warsay­Yikealo School ( )

Sawa (

round (

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Country 
Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but 
still no freedom Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste Eritrea: Military service, including age of 
recruitment, length or service, grounds for exemption, penalties for desertion from and evasion of military service, and availability of alternative service, 4 

Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea, 
Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea

( Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service

( National Service and State Structures in Eritrea

( Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents from Eritrea 
into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond Letters from Eritrea. Refugee women tell their story

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

( Eritrean Nationality Proclamation No 21/1992,

( UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea, 

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Eritrea rapped for ‘military’ schooling, 
Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, 

( Translation of the Report of the Commander of the Sawa Military Training Camp to the Office of the Eritrean President
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de 
la surveillance en Érythrée; Eritrea: Military service, including age of recruitment, length or service, grounds for exemption, penalties 
for desertion from and evasion of military service, and availability of alternative service, Report on recognition of higher education 
in Eritrea and Ethiopia,

( Eritrea, 



), 25th round 
August 2011 (

kebabi) administration during their 11th 

Sawa (

3.3.2 Other methods of recruitment

kebabi

remote from their homes (

In addition, giffas

from anyone within the relevant area ( giffas
giffas ( ) 

( Eritrea: Nationaldienst, 

( Student Members Of The 25  Round National Service Leave For Sawa

( Members of 26  round National Service leave for Sawa Training Center

( Students leave for Sawa to continue 12  grade education in Warsai­Yikealo School

( Members of the 28  round National Service begin regular academic activities

( Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea, 5 May 
Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents 

from Eritrea into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond

( The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Temanotat Eritrea: 
Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Translation of the Report of the Commander of the Sawa Military Training Camp to the Office of the Eritrean President

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration, 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents 
from Eritrea into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. 
Military) Service

( Eritrea: Rekrutierung von Minderjährigen, 

(

( En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée Service for Life. State 
Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea Eritrea Report of the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service, 11 
Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste Report on Child Rights Violations in 

Eritrea Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes 
of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

( Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea, Eritrea: Solidarity blocks raids, Breaking: Eritrea — ‘Thousands’ 
detained in Asmara, Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea, 5 May 



 
)

giffas

they were easier to evade than the later giffas (

3.3.3 Recruitment of minors

( Eritrea: Suspected Detention Centers

Eritrea­Ethiopia Boundary Commission map page 11

( Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of 
Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents from Eritrea into Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond Country Information 
and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste



giffas

kebabi

3.4 12th school year at Sawa

Eritrean School Leaving Certificate Examination 
(or the Eritrean Secondary Education Certificate Examination) (
their marks (

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Country Reports on Human 
Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth Eritrea: Rekrutierung von Minderjährigen
Soldiers International, Louder Than Words Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea

( Translation of the Report of the Commander of the Sawa Military Training Camp to the Office of the Eritrean President

( Report of the Working Group of the Universal Periodic Review

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 
International, Louder Than Words Eritrea: Rekrutierung von Minderjährigen, 
Refugee Commission, Young and Astray: An Assessment of Factors Driving the Movement of Unaccompanied Children and Adolescents from Eritrea into 
Ethiopia, Sudan and Beyond, 

( Eritrea: Rekrutierung von Minderjährigen, 

( Eritrea rapped for ‘military’ schooling The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( Translation of the Report of the Commander of the Sawa Military Training Camp to the Office of the Eritrean President
Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( Louder Than Words Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( Warsay­Yikealo Secondary School: Preparing Students for Academic 
Excellence Eritrea: National School Leaving Examination Got Underway Today Report 
on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia,

( Report on recognition of higher education in Eritrea and Ethiopia,

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth
Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service 

and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

( Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea, Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,



zoba
(see ) (

3.5 Military service

training ( ), and is referred to as 
(tegadelti) 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,
Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation 

nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée, Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes 
of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition Sawa: Center 
of Empowerment For Young Eritreans, 

Back to School, 

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration
Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility 

of Return, Appendix edition Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

(  

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Eritrea Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. 
Keetharuth Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Temanotat Eritrea: 
Nasjonaltjeneste Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea
State, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation 
nationale et de la surveillance en Érythrée Africa South of the Sahara 2015, 44  edition, 

( Eritrea, World Report 2015 — Eritrea, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription 
in Eritrea, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 

( Proclamation on National Service No  82/1995

( Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth,

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth
International, Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom World Report 2014 — Eritrea
The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

( Eritrea: Youth and Militarization



torture (

3.5.1 Women in military service

Trafficking 
in Persons Report 2014

3.6 Civilian national service

• 

• 

• 

privileges ( ), and 

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth
International, Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom World Report 2014 — Eritrea
The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

( Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

( Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite 
Conscription in Eritrea Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila 
B. Keetharuth World Report 2015 — Eritrea Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. Eritrea, 

Report on Child Rights Violations in Eritrea

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2012 — Eritrea

( Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea

( Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. Eritrea, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, World Report 2015 — Eritrea, Eritrea: 20 
years of independence, but still no freedom The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration, 

Eritrea: Scenarios for Future Transition, 
Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

( Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. Eritrea, Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription 
in Eritrea,

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix 
edition

(

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration



³¹¹
³¹²

³¹³

) (

3.7 Duration

de facto 
³²¹), therefore Eritrea still fears an Ethiopian 

³²²

The Warsay Yikealo Development Campaign ³²³

( Eritrea: Take me to prison — they have food, Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,
Temanotat Eritrea: Helse — hiv/aids, 

tuberkulose og diabetes, 

(³¹¹ Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea

(³¹² Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 

(³¹³ Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( National Service Proclamation No 11/1991 Eritrea The Open­Ended Eritrean National 
Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Proclamation on National Service No 82/1995

( Proclamation on National Service No 82/1995

(

( , Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, 
Eritrea: 20 years of independence, but still no freedom, 

( Proclamation on National Service No 82/1995

( Eritrea: Ending the Exodus? Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. Eritrea, 
The African Garrison State. Human Rights & Political Development in Eritrea, 

State, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2013 — Eritrea,

(³²¹ The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Eritrea: Ending 
the Exodus?

(³²²

(³²³ Yikealo warsay 

agelglot

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste En état de siège. Ethnographie de la mobilisation nationale et de la surveillance 
en Érythrée Eritrea: The Siege State Service for Life. State Repression 
and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea

The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration
Eritrea: Ending the Exodus?

The African Garrison State. Human Rights & 
Political Development in Eritrea, 

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth
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informed (

3.7.1 Demobilisation and dismissal

³³¹ ³³²

³³³

easier (

five years (

3.8 Desertion

), there is no 

3.8.1 Punishment for desertion and draft evasion

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste Rundschau: Homo­Segnungen, Eritrea­Flüchtlinge, D. 

Fiala, Sperma­Schmuggel Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service, 

The Eritrean regime promises — no more than 18 months of military service An Eritrean 

official ‘promises’ policy changes on the indefinite national service

( Country Information and Guidance Eritrea: National (incl. Military) Service

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,  Statement on EU Asylum and Aid Policy to 

Eritrea, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, 

(³³¹ The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration Eritrea

(³³² Trafficking in Persons Report 2014. Eritrea, World Report 2014 — Eritrea, 

Freedom in the World 2014: Eritrea,

(³³³ Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, 

(

( Letters from Eritrea. Refugee women tell their story

(

( Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea

( UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea, 

Service for Life. State Repression 

and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

(



to five years (

incommunicado 

afterwards (

3.8.2 Punishment for returning deserters and draft evaders

 

to interrogations, punishments and mistreatment (

statements (

( Proclamation on National Service No 82/1995

( Penal Code of Ethiopia 1957 (Eritrean Transitional Penal Code),

( Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, Eritrea: 20 years 

of independence, but still no freedom, ., The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration,

UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea, 20 April 

, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,

( The Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration

( Service for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea, Eritrea: 20 years of 

independence, but still no freedom, Eritrea: ‘You have no right to ask’ — Government resists scrutiny on human 

rights, 

( UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea, The 

Open­Ended Eritrean National Service: The Driver of Forced Migration, Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste

Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea

( Repons Eritrea: Reaksjoner mot hjemvendte asylsøkere, 

Netherlands), Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea, Sudan: End Mass Summary Deportations of Eritreans, 

International, Sudan must end forced returns of asylum seekers to Eritrea, Sudan: Stop Deporting Eritreans, 

Centre, UN refugee agency warns Sudan over forced return of Eritrean asylum seekers, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes 

of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

( Repons Eritrea: Reaksjoner mot hjemvendte asylsøkere, 

Netherlands), Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea, Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of 

Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

( Annual Report 2013, Oral Update by Mr Mike Smith, Chair of the Commission 

of Inquiry on Human Rights in Eritrea at the 28  session of the Human Rights Council, 



3.8.3 Persecution of family members

zoba

zoba

3.9 People’s Army

Hizbawi Serawit) in 

( Country of Origin Information (COI) Report — Eritrea

Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix edition

Algemeen Ambtsbericht Eritrea

Fernsehen, Rundschau: Homo­Segnungen, Eritrea­Flüchtlinge, D. Fiala, Sperma­Schmuggel

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste,  Statement on EU Asylum and Aid Policy to Eritrea, 

( Temanotat Eritrea: Nasjonaltjeneste, Die harte Hand von Eritreas Regime in der Schweiz, 

Eritrea — Drivers and Root Causes of Emigration, National Service and the Possibility of Return, Appendix 

edition

( Die harte Hand von Eritreas Regime in der Schweiz, 

( Eritrea: The Danish Delegation to Eritrea and Their Unreliable Sources, 

( UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea,

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth

International, Eritrea: Over 500 parents of conscripts arrested, UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International 

Protection Needs of Asylum­Seekers from Eritrea, The lasting struggle for freedom in Eritrea Service 

for Life. State Repression and Indefinite Conscription in Eritrea,

( Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, 
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