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Score changes in 2023

¢ Civil Society rating improved from 6.00 to 6.25 due to a multiyear
trend of improvements to the legal, financial, and reputational
sustainability of nongovernmental organizations, exemplified by
improved cooperation between civil society and the government
during the COVID-19 pandemic and in response to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

As a result, Lithuania's Democracy Score improved from 5.64 to 5.68.

Executive Summary



Lithuania experienced another consecutive year of multiple crises in 2022.
Issues around the COVID-19 pandemic and “illegal migration” from 2021
were still at the top of the political agenda at the beginning of the year.
After Russia’s large-scale invasion of Ukraine commenced on February 24,
multifarious support for the attacked country and its people, as well as
concerns for Lithuania’'s own national defense, started to dominate and
overlap many other topics for national and local government agendas, the
media, and ordinary citizens alike. The situation was further complicated
by a crisis in energy prices1 and record-high inflation.2 However, these
challenges did not hinder the democratic character of the country, and to
some degree caused even greater societal cohesion and focus on joint
action as a result.3

All main Lithuanian institutions provided substantial and unwavering
support to war-torn Ukraine during the year in sweeping ways: by
condemning Russia’s actions, expressing solidarity with
Ukraine,4 advocating its interests at various diplomatic levels (on the
question of Ukraine's European Union [EU] membership, for example) and
in the public sphere, providing humanitarian support and munitions,5 and
supporting tough sanctions against and seeking legal accountability for
Russia.6

Significant and various forms of state support, both at the national and
municipal levels, were complemented by civil society actions. These
demonstrated, as in 2020 during the height of the pandemic, the self-
mobilizing power of Lithuania’s civil society in a time of need. Civil society
organizations (CSOs) reaffirmed their importance in crisis management
and fundraised record sums of money, even over the course of a few
days.7 Thousands of individuals volunteered, and two-thirds of the
population8 contributed either individually or through communities and
organizations to assist both the people in Ukraine and its war refugees.
(At the end of the year, Ukrainian refugees comprised about 2.5 percent
of Lithuania’'s population.9 ) Moral support was widely expressed through
symbolic actions, artistic performances, and ethical consumerism, and the
government's stand on the war in Ukraine received widespread public
support.10

The war in Ukraine also raised the importance of national security
concerns significantly. A state of emergency was reintroduced on
February 24 and extended twice.11 With 90 percent of Lithuanian’s
sharing the fear that the war in Ukraine would spread to other
countries,12 the portion of the 2022 state budget allocated to defense
was increased from 2.05 to 2.52 percent of GDP without resistance.
Additionally, a strategy for preparing Lithuanian citizens for civil resistance
was approved, the paramilitary Riflemen’s Union (Sauliai) was
strengthened, and an all-parliamentary agreement on defense was
signed.13 The topic of national security often spilled over into other areas;



for example, the national Special Investigation Service (STT) presented the
fight against corruption as a matter of national security in June.14

However, the most painful spillover of national security concerns
remained in the field of human rights. Migrants (mostly from the Middle
East and Africal5 ) seeking to cross the Belarusian border illegally
continued to be perceived as part of the Belarusian regime’s hybrid attack
and were turned away. Both national and international institutions and
CSOs criticized this practice. Nevertheless, the Interior Ministry and the
parliamentary Committee on National Security and Defense staunchly
defended this political course,16 which did not change until the end of the
year. Meanwhile, despite facing severe criticism in the first half of the
year, the conditions of accommodations for detained migrants gradually
improved.

Societal attitudes towards migrants who crossed the Belarusian border
into Lithuania contrasted sharply with the positive and open attitude
towards Ukrainian war refugees.17 In fact, public opinion research
indicated that the overall openness of society towards the provision of
assistance to refugees had increased, while social distancing in relation to
other migrant groups, such as lraqis, Syrians, and Muslims, had
decreased.18

In the context of strong public solidarity with Ukraine, another inter-ethnic
distrust towards Russians grew. Yet the potential strife between ethnic
groups was contained by clear and unambiguous public reminders from
top leaders that Lithuanian Russians (who constitute 5 percent of
Lithuania’s population) are an integral part of the community and citizens
of Lithuania first.19 The actions of some well-known Lithuanian Russian-
speakers and Russian communities, who declared their pro-Ukrainian
stance, helped to further alleviate tensions,20 allowing the public to
understand the diversity of this minority group in Lithuania. At the same
time, an acknowledgment that not all of the Russian minority takes the
same approach21 and the portrayal of Russians in the media22 caused
some distrust; at year's end, researchers reported that the attitudes of 75
percent of the population towards Russians had worsened, and social
distance in relation to this group had risen quickly during the year.23 This
distrust was especially visible towards newly arriving Russians,24 while
Russia as a country had become even less favorably viewed by
Lithuanians.25

In the context of war, there was a sharp rise in the question of whether
freedom of speech protections extend to disinformation, warmongering,
and inciting discord. Lithuania firmly rejected this notion and adopted the
public position that a lie is not “another opinion.” The country took
measures to prohibit the rebroadcast of Russian state media and
introduced stricter supervision of other sources on the internet, while
efforts were made to offer new sources of information.26 Some observers



worried that these tighter controls could set a dangerous precedent for
other contexts. Meanwhile, disinformation debunking initiatives and
investigative journalism continued to grow stronger and provided
accurate and objective information on various topics during the year.

The cleavage of traditional versus liberal values that was prevalent in 2021
was much less prominent in 2022. This change is due partly to the
internally uniting geopolitical context and the diminished mobilizing
power of the right-wing Lithuanian Family Movement (LSS, Lietuvos $eimy
sgjudis). However, this sharp division was still visible in the Seimas,
Lithuania’'s unicameral parliament, where the opposition tried to delay the
hearing and adoption of liberal laws (namely, the Law on Civil Union,
which includes same-sex couples27 ) by arguing that society should not be
further divided in the face of war. The governing liberal Freedom Party
(LP, Laisvés partija) and Liberals’ Movement (LRLS, Liberaly sajadis), on
the other hand, emphasized the need to “finally establish the values of
free Western society” in the clash between a democratic West and
authoritarian cultures of the East.28 Since the most triggering laws have
yet to be adopted—in particular, the Civil Union law, which passed the
first reading in the Seimas but lacked firm support even among the
governing coalition partners LRLS and the center-right TS-LKD (Homeland
Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats) and was destined for further
committee discussions29 —the active potential remains for future
cleavages.

The multiple crises in Lithuania slowed the country's progress on major
reforms—namely, in civil service, education, and health provision—and
even suspended others, like tax reform, altogether. However, the Seimas
still managed to pass a number of important laws, and the government
was able to execute important decisions.30 These included constitutional
amendments on age and other criteria for parliamentary candidacy as
well as the newly adopted electoral code. Additionally, a loophole in
referendum regulations, which had opened up the previous year, was
closed albeit without substantive improvements to the law.

Other important legislation passed in 2022 related to minority groups in
Lithuania: the parliament finally allowed ethnic minorities to officially
write their names with some non-Lithuanian letters,31 and in December,
a long-awaited reform of the disability system was introduced.32 Although
largely symbolic, some steps were taken towards greater recognition of
sexual minorities.33 And by the end of the year, the Seimas had approved
€37 million in compensation claims for Jewish personal property
expropriated in earlier eras by the Nazis and Soviets.34

The parliament also introduced a new model of local self-government
power-sharing and imposed stricter legal requirements for public
electoral committees. These changes could affect local democratic
governance practices after the local elections in 2023. This is particularly



significant given that municipalities attained greater financial and
managerial independence in 2022.

The spheres of judicial independence and corruption experienced
relatively few changes during the year. Lithuania’s justice system
remained at or above the EU average in efficiency and quality. However,
courts continued to raise the issue of underfunding, while public trust in
the court system, diminished since 2019,35 remained quite
low.36 Meanwhile the lengthy process of high-profile corruption cases,
coupled with court decisions that have fallen short of public expectations,
met with controversy. In 2022, new strategic planning and approaches
were formalized and implemented as part of the ongoing fight against
corruption; with these preventive measures in place, experts are now
calling for some practical results.

At-A-Glance

In Lithuania, national governance is democratic and stable, with a system
of checks and balances in place to ensure accountability and prevent
abuse of power. However, institutions still lack greater openness and
cooperation with civil society in decision-making. Elections are free and
fair, although at the local level, competitiveness in some municipalities is
limited by entrenched political forces. Civil society is independent, and
while not very active under normal conditions, the sector has
demonstrated a high degree of self-mobilization under extraordinary
circumstances. CSOs enjoy increasing public trust and growing
partnerships with public authorities, businesses, and within the sector,
but many still face funding difficulties. Generally, the media operate
freely, yet there have been isolated incidents of politicians attempting to
restrict press freedom, as well as cases of political and business pressure,
especially at the local level. Though local self-governments operate freely,
the system is highly centralized. Municipalities have only limited
independence (legislative amendments in 2022 should bring greater
financial and managerial independence), and, as in years past, the lowest
level of self-government remains disabled. The principle of equality before
the law is maintained by an effective justice system. However, low funding
and public distrust in courts remain concerning issues. While the public's
experience of bribe-giving has decreased significantly over the last
decade, the perception of corruption in some institutions (such as health
care, courts, and the parliament) remains high. This is also confirmed by
“grand corruption” scandals that often undergo lengthy court proceedings
but are ultimately overturned.

National Democratic Governance 1.00-7.00 pts

Considers the democratic character of the governmental
system; and the independence, effectiveness, and
accountability of the legislative and executive branches.

5.50 /
7.00



* After the outbreak of war in Ukraine on February 24, 2022,
Lithuania's governing parliamentary majority, the opposition, the
government, and the president all took a remarkably united position
by collectively condemning the Russian invasion, organizing support
for Ukraine and Ukrainian people, and vowing to strengthen
Lithuania’'s national defense.37 However, the diversity of opinions on
other topics in Lithuania did not disappear: voices of dissent were
still heard between and within the country’s main institutions,
indicating continuing political and social competition marked by
moments of heightened internal tension and disagreements.

* Appeals by the government (specifically, coalition partner TS-LKD)
and the president to the power-center in Lithuania's semi-
presidential political system brought ongoing discord between the
two institutions during the year. President Gitanas Nauséda
continued to position himself as a protector of the common people
and a counterweight to the government.38 Increased focus on
international issues in the political agenda gave him more visibility
and informal levers of power as the country’s current most popular
political figure.39 The government, on the other side, actively dealt
with a wave of crises during the year,40 firmly backed by the majority
in the Seimas, Lithuania’s unicameral parliament. Disharmony
between the branches of power was exacerbated by mutual public
criticisms,41 rejected proposals,42 and limited direct communication
between Nauséda and Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyté.43 However,
despite prolonged disagreements, consensus was finally found on
important judicial and international appointments, such as judges to
the Supreme Court (LAT, Lietuvos AukSciausiasis Teismas),
Ambassador to the European Union (EU), and a candidate member
for the European Court of Auditors.44 Furthermore, towards the end
of the year, both sides reluctantly acknowledged that the main
governance decisions adopted in 2022 were appropriate.45

e Similarly, parliamentarians from both the governing coalition and
opposition parties voted together to adopt major decisions regarding
the country’'s defense, energy security, resolutions related to the war
in Ukraine, constitutional amendments, and other important
matters.46 However, at the same time, the opposition occasionally
complained about the governing majority’'s arrogance and disregard
for other opinions.47 A low point in relations came in June when the
majority played with procedural rules to keep the interpellated
Minister of Agriculture in office. In response, the opposition parties
boycotted parliamentary sessions for two weeks, leaving the Seimas
hall and holding separate meetings in another area of the
parliament, the historic Act of March 11th (“Independence”)
hall.48 The opposition also actively criticized the governing majority
during the year’'s biggest domestic scandals, the Kaliningrad transit
crisis in June-July49 and the public conflict between the Interior



Minister and the former head of the Public Security Service in
October.50

* In 2022, the opposition held three no-confidence votes against the
Agriculture Minister Kestutis Navickas,51 Energy Minister Dainius
Kreivys,52 and Foreign  Minister  Gabrielius Landsbergis,
respectively.53 All retained their posts, setting a new record since the
restoration of independence for a government cabinet to reach the
term’s halfway mark intact.54 Experts viewed this as reflecting the
year's extraordinary circumstances, and strong leadership from PM
Simonyté.55 Likewise, intentions to initiate a no-confidence vote for
the entire government at once lacked support, even among
opposition parties.56

* Despite cases of open annoyance within the coalition in the previous
year, the alliance between the largest parliamentary party, the
conservative TS-LKD, and its two liberal partners, LRLS and LP,
remained strong. Smaller coalition partners noted cases of unequal
treatment and inadequate coordination of decisions,57 and LP was
especially disappointed with the lack of support for its liberal law
proposals (like the introduction of civil union for same-sex couples,
and the decriminalization of soft drugs).58 Although TS-LKD was
occasionally dissatisfied with its partners, this did not escalate into
more serious discord among the coalition partners. For example, the
TS-LKD presidium claimed in a statement that LP violated the
coalition agreement in voting for the budget proposal not approved
by the government, but it did not threaten the overall stability of the
coalition.59 As the largest coalition party, TS-LKD itself was publicly
shaken by cases of internal disunity,60 which it addressed
directly.61 This diminished the number of coalition mandates from
74 to 73 in the 141-seat Seimas by year’s end.

* The parliamentary opposition remained fragmented during the
year.62 In January, the former prime minister in the previous LVZS
government, Saulius Skvernelis, established his own “economically
center-left, socio-culturally moderately conservative”63 party,
DSVL.64 The new party enlisted national and municipal-level former
members of LVZS65 as well as LSDP,66 TS-LKD,67 and other
parties.68 DSVL instantly rose in the ratings as one of the three most
popular parties during the year, along with TS-LKD and the oldest
left-wing party, LSDP, thereby besting LVZS for the country’s center-
left votes.69

Electoral Process 1.00-7.00 pts

Examines national executive and legislative elections, the
electoral framework, the functioning of multiparty systems,
and popular participation in the political process.

6.25 /
7.00

e Although no elections took place in Lithuania in 2022, a few
important changes to electoral regulations were adopted. In April, a
united Seimas adopted 3 constitutional amendments, which is



noteworthy since only 12 articles of the constitution have been
changed in the past 30 years.70 The first amendment related to a
2022 Constitutional Court decision to relegitimize direct mayoral
elections, which had been introduced in 2015.71 The next
amendment reflected the broader aim to encourage younger
participation in politics, lowering the age for candidacy to the Seimas
to 21 years.72 The final amendment allows individuals to run for
constitutionally sworn office 10 years after impeachment. This
amendment implements a 2011 European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR) decision on Lithuania’s impeached former president
Rolandas Paksas; the court had ruled that the previous lifelong
prohibition from running for office for impeached officials was
disproportionate.73

In June, the Seimas adopted an electoral code, a constitutional law
drafted by a special parliamentary working group74 that
consolidated previously separate election statutes.75 The new
regulations unify principles of election organization, shorten the
campaign ban period, extend the number of early voting days,
expand advertising regulation, reduce election deposits,76 and
encourage more active diaspora voting with the possibility of
additional single-mandate constituencies elsewhere in the
world,77 among other measures.78 These changes did not engender
much debate, with the government, Seimas lawyers, and some
opposition representatives only raising objections that the
regulations seemed too insignificant for a constitutional law.79

The amendments to the Law on Political Organizations were much
more controversial, as they helped level the playing field for
competitors and tightened requirements for establishing public
electoral committees ahead of the municipal elections in March 2023.
For both European Parliament and municipal elections, the changes
require that electoral committees be established as legal units and
set up before the start of the election campaign, with the minimum
number of signatures set to at least 0.1 percent of residents of the
respective municipality,80 or 1,000 residents for EP elections (the
minimum number of signatures to found political parties remains
2,000).81 These changes were widely criticized for introducing more
bureaucracy and discouraging the participation of citizens as
nonpartisan candidates82 —the exact criticisms raised in a
presidential veto that was nonetheless rejected by the Seimas.83 The
parliament relented somewhat after another veto, temporarily
allowing less strict registration deadlines for electoral committees
before the 2023 elections.84 By the end of the year, statistics from
the Central Electoral Commission (VRK, Vyriausioji rinkimy komisija)
showed that the tightened regulations had had an effect: the number
of registered electoral committees decreased significantly.85 Some
committees decried the new regulation as unconstitutional, violating
their citizen’s right to political representation.86



* In June, the Seimas adopted the Law on Referendums as a
constitutional law,87 filling a legal vacuum created in the previous
year.88 However, the law did not encompass fundamental changes
that would make it easier for citizens to exercise this
right.89 Meanwhile, the Law on Petitions, updated in December,
expanded the list of institutions to which petitions may be submitted
and which must consider them, and the publicity and transparency of

the petition review process was increased.90
Civil Society 1.00-7.00 pts
Assesses the organizational capacity and financial
sustainability of the civic sector; the legal and political
environment in which it operates; the functioning of trade _
unions; interest group participation in the policy process; and °
the threat posed by antidemocratic extremist groups.

57/

¢ Since 2020, Lithuania’s civil society has demonstrated cohesion, high

self-mobilization, and considerable strength in times of need. The
biggest civic initiatives and communal actions in 2022 were directed
towards helping Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, in their homeland
and as war refugees in Lithuania. Under the initiative “Strong
Together,” Lithuanians offered shelter to refugees in more than
10,000 private dwellings.91 The Lithuanian Red Cross unexpectedly
had to halt its three-day campaign after only a few hours, collecting
more aid than logistically able to deliver.92 Five major CSOs reported
more than 45,000 volunteers involved in their initiatives.93 Record
high sums were donated to funds established for Ukraine assistance:
in a country of 2.8 million, almost €40.5 million was donated
to Blue/Yellow,94 €2.5 million to 7k95 funds, and more than €2.5
million to five major CSO initiatives.96 One particularly notable effort
crowdfunded more than €5 million in three days to buy a Bayraktar
unmanned combat aerial vehicle for the Ukrainian military in
response to a stalled supply of Western armaments.97

These mass actions were supplemented by countless private, public,
and citizen-led initiatives.98 Well-known athletes, artists, and other
famous professionals raised support for Ukraine by selling their
trophies and works of art or donating prizes. Dozens of businesses
and local communities sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine. For
example, metalwork companies collected scrap metal from residents
to be welded into emergency stoves sent to Ukraine.99 Businesses,
and cultural, transport, scientific, and other institutions cared for war
refugees by offering free services100 or raising other forms of expert
support.101 By the end of the year, 58 percent of the population and
35 percent of small businesses had reported donating for such
causes.102 Numerous manifestations of citizen solidarity with
Ukraine and Ukrainians occurred: for example, around 10,000
individuals gathered for the rally “Freedom Shines” in the capital
Vilnius in February.103 There was also high public visibility of
Ukrainian symbols, boycotts of businesses that had not withdrawn



from Russia, 104 numerous symbolic public demonstrations,105 and
artistic performances, among other actions.106

* Beyond civil mobilization for Ukraine, there were other actions,
including pro-democratic Belarus demonstrations throughout the
year.107 In June, thousands gathered for “Baltic Pride,” a multiday
festival and rally supporting the LGBT+
community.108 Uncharacteristic for the typically more passive
Lithuanian context, two major strikes by trade unions broke out in
2022.109 Prominent citizen initiatives also included the usual
environmental actions110 and various other protests, including by
business associations, farmers, and environmentalists, as well as
demonstrations on education reform, energy issues, and
immigration policy.111

e The right-wing Lithuanian Family Movement (LSS, Lietuvos 3eimy
sgjadis), which had mobilized huge crowds in 2021, discredited itself
with organized booing of national leaders at an honorary public
event in January112 and continued to dramatically lose support
during the year.113 Even so, the denial of permits by the Vilnius
municipality for some LSS protests stirred controversy and was
examined by the courts.114

* In the current tense geopolitical situation, the Lithuanian state has
become increasingly suspicious of some protests, resulting in the
large mobilization of police in advance of demonstrations to maintain
order.115 Increased public focus also shifted to a newly formed
marginal pro-Kremlin organization.116

e Amid Lithuania’s several major crises, the year once again showed
the value and importance of CSOs to the state and society in coping
with the challenges ahead. CSOs not only involved themselves heavily
in actions but also forged strong intra-sectoral partnerships and
alliances with the business sector and the state at national and local
levels, expanding the latter's infrastructural capabilities and
increasing resilience. Recent crises have highlighted the growing
strength of the civic sector, which has been gradually growing as
CSOs become more organized, provide improved and better services,
and actively advocate for and participate in state decision-making
processes. The public image of CSOs has also improved. However,
many organizations continue to face financial difficulties, especially
with the high inflation in 2022.117 Some financial relief may come
from an amendment to the 2004 law whereby citizens may allocate
1.2 percent of their income tax to support nonprofits, the public
funds now focused solely on CSOs and excluding previously allowed
state-financed institutions.118

Independent Media 1.00-7.00 pts
Examines the current state of press freedom, including libel 5.75 /
laws, harassment of journalists, and editorial independence; 7.00



the operation of a financially viable and independent private
press; and the functioning of the public media.

e After Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the main concerns in Lithuania’s
media field in 2022 shifted towards containment of disinformation,
hate speech, war propaganda, and warmongering. For this purpose,
the Seimas temporarily banned rebroadcasting of Russian and
Belarusian state media in February and then extended the ban to
September,119 along with the EU-imposed bans.120 Already in
February, the national media regulatory commission, the Radio and
Television Commission of Lithuania (LRTK, Lietuvos radijo ir televizijos
komisija), had stopped reception for eight Russian state
channels121 (adding to the five banned in 2020122 ), and during the
year expanded this list123 and imposed additional fines for
spreading disinformation.124 Oversight institutions, such as the
Inspector of Journalist Ethics, received expanded powers to limit war
propaganda in April125 but still faced obstacles from the
courts.126 While these actions received widespread support, some
parliamentarians and experts saw them as a troubling precedent for
freedom of expression, which could be transferred to other contexts
such as any criticism of the government. As an alternative strategy,
they recommended to focus on strengthening citizens' critical
thinking skills.127

* Meanwhile, the state and the private sector took additional actions to
support foreign independent media: they offered refuge to
independent media retreating from Russia,128 expressed solidarity
with such voices,129 started rebroadcasting Ukrainian national radio
in April,130 introduced a new channel in Russian in June,131 and
expanded Polish TV broadcasting in August.132 To combat increased
cases of disinformation, incitement of hatred, and non-democratic
actions, members of the Internet Media Association temporarily
disabled comments on the largest Lithuanian news portals on
February 24,133 while several internet providers extended
restrictions on their own retransmissions even without a legal
obligation to do so.134 By the end of the summer, Kantar surveys
showed that Russian-speaking programs had lost half of their
audience.135

* Various fact-checking initiatives and strong investigative journalism
teams worked tirelessly to combat the flow of disinformation and
provided objective information to the public during the year. Often,
on the basis of their investigations, authorities took further actions,
including imposing fines or launching legal investigations.136 As
information battles increasingly moved to social networks, various
initiatives emerged to make this environment more transparent as
well. In 2022, after individual scandals,137 CSOs and state institutions
began to inquire into cases of unjustified blocking on Facebook and
the extent of the problem.138 LRTK also sought to regulate video



bloggers, equating some with mass media, which sparked debate
during the year.139

* In 2022, experts noted that state institutions continued to hide
behind the EU’'s “General Data Protection Regulation” (GDPR) by
withholding important information from journalists and the general
public.140 However, the journalist community and CSOs achieved
several precedent-setting victories: in February, after again reviewing
an important 2021 case, the Supreme Administrative Court (LVAT)
annulled the decision of the Inspector of Journalist Ethics that news
portal Atvira Klaipéda had violated data protection rules in its
investigation into public procurement abuse.141 In the same month,
after Justice Ministry interference, the State Data Protection
Inspectorate (VDAI) decided not to impose an administrative fine on
the creators of the database Karstos Pédos.142 In December, the
parliament granted journalists the right to receive detailed data on
real estate ownership.143 Meanwhile, the quality and use of open
data remained modest.144

¢ Lithuania’s public broadcaster, LRT, remained an object of discontent
among some groups. In May, the European Commission rejected a
commercial media complaint about the LRT financing
model.145 However, in December, a group of opposition
parliamentarians applied to the Constitutional Court to assess LRT's
controls, which the public broadcaster viewed as another campaign
to limit its independence.146

* Two other legislative initiatives drew attention in 2022. In November,
the Seimas discussed a new media self-regulation model, which
sparked debate and drew harsh criticism from the media, who
argued that it would compromise press freedom by reducing the
number of seats for media and journalist organizations within the
self-regulation body.147 As a result, the proposal was suspended. In
December, the parliament also began to consider a new media
financing model, which would create a clear division between the
public broadcaster and the national media and minimize the
representation of public authorities in the allocation of public
funds.148

Local Democratic Governance 1.00-7.00 pts

Considers the decentralization of power; the responsibilities,
election, and capacity of local governmental bodies; and the
transparency and accountability of local authorities.

575 /
7.00

* After years of advocacy by municipalities, two important steps were
taken towards greater independence for local self-governance in
2022. In June, the parliament transferred to municipalities the right of
state land management. Municipalities called this decision historic
and stated that it will allow more efficient planning of territories and
construction  processes, quicker decision-making, increased
investment opportunities, and better service provision.149 In the last



days of December, the Seimas also alleviated the previously
excessive regulation of municipal fiscal discipline and introduced
more flexible borrowing for investment projects. Critics warned this
move could lead to an increase of debt in the national budget, and
complained these changes should have been made many years ago.
Nevertheless, = municipalities, the  president, and  most
parliamentarians celebrated these changes as the opportunity to
carry out more public investments that will improve the quality of
public services as well as the appeal and openness of
regions.150 The two aforementioned amendments were in line with
a memorandum signed by political parties to strengthen local self-
government, which was initiated by the president and signed in
2020.151

A new model of self-governance was also in the spotlight in 2022. The
Constitutional Court's demand to amend the constitution to
reintroduce direct election of mayors152 became an opportunity to
review the powers and relationship between mayors and municipal
councils. The compromise model adopted in the new Local Self-
Government Law separates the legislative function of municipal
councils from the executive function of mayors. The new law grants
mayors additional powers (like the ability to veto and unilaterally
appoint key officials) and defines their term limits, as well as provides
more rights for the opposition in municipal councils.153 The
assessment of these changes was mixed: some praised the
strengthening of mayoral powers as a clearer assignment of
responsibility, while others criticized these moves as weakening
municipal councils and creating conditions for undemocratic
dominance by a single leader.154 The new model will come into
effect after the 2023 local elections.

Lithuanian local government played a significant role in helping
Ukrainian war refugees by organizing transportation, housing,
financial and material aid, providing various benefits, organizing
recruitment fairs, and offering education and kindergarten services,
among other assistance.155 Aid was organized and sent to Ukraine
(including food, medicines, hygiene products, and other necessities)
in cooperation with CSOs, local communities, and
businesses.156 Local governments also took a moral and political
stance. For example, many municipalities cut their ties with partner
cities and towns in Russia and Belarus, decided to remove the
remaining USSR monuments from public spaces, and refused to host
cultural events or withdrew awards from prominent Russians who
did not condemn the invasion.157

Tensions between local and national governments seemed to decline
in 2022, likely due to the adopted reforms mentioned above.158 The
government called for partnership in dealing with the war-refugee
crisis and, taking into account the lessons of previous years,
prepared a new crisis management model that involves



municipalities even more.159 Nevertheless, some complications still
emerged, such as when the Sal¢ininkai municipality ignored national
directives  regarding the implementation of  education
reform.160 Furthermore, the general atmosphere has become
heated in the run-up to the local elections in March 2023.

Judicial Framework

* In 2022, the efficiency and quality of the Lithuanian justice system, as
well as its perceived independence, remained consistent with
previous years and corresponded generally to (or above) the EU
average.161 However, the court system'’s self-governance institutions
and individual judges spoke out more loudly about the judiciary’'s
current financial situation as a threat to judicial independence.162 In
2022, despite efforts by judges to propose a national agreement on
the courts, politicians remained unconvinced and the proposal was
not adopted.163 Similarly, the civil service reform, which could have
raised judicial salaries, was stalled.164 The Prosecutor’'s Office also
reported financial problems similar to those facing the courts.165

¢ At the same time, the European Commission raised concerns about
the selection process for some judges as being insufficiently public,
which could create a possible niche for politicization.166 At the end
of the year, the “precedent of the court's politicization” was raised
again by President Nauséda when he opposed the nomination of a
current parliamentarian and chairman of the Committee on Legal
Affairs as a judge to the Constitutional Court.167 On the bright side,
several judicial appointments that had been stalled in recent years
were finally moved forward.168 And the Justice Ministry, reacting to
the abovementioned criticisms, took steps to change some
appointment procedures, including increasing transparency,
publicity, and a reduction in political influence.169

* Amid Belarus's government-orchestrated migrant crisis, 170 the rights
of “illegal migrants” (predominantly from the Middle East and Africa)
remained the most complicated human rights issue in 2022. The
government continued to confront the situation as a hybrid attack on
Lithuania, thus national security was prioritized before human rights
concerns. Insufficient attention to migrants’ rights was repeatedly
criticized by both national and international institutions and
CSOs.171 And although conditions in detention centers gradually
improved, in response both to this criticism and the natural decline in
numbers of migrants,172 the most worrisome issues remained the
practice of turning migrants away at the Lithuanian-Belarus
border173 and questions over asylum procedures.174 The EU Court
of Justice (CJEU) ruled in June that Lithuania’s asylum policy was
incompatible with EU law,175 and cases related to migrant detention
and pushbacks have already reached the ECtHR.176 Nevertheless,
Lithuania did not adjust the course of government policies in this
areain 2022.177



* In response to other high-profile ECtHR cases, Lithuania’s parliament
finally changed the constitution to allow individuals to run for
constitutionally sworn office 10 years after a previous impeachment
(see “Electoral Process”). However, another attempt by the Seimas to
implement the 2021 ECtHR decision related to religious pluralism,
which would grant state-recognized religious community status to
the ancient Baltic faith “Romuva,” was halted.178

* In 2022, under its new chairperson, the Constitutional Court (KT)
ruled on several pandemic containment measures. The KT received
public criticism after terminating or returning cases regarding
“opportunity passports” (COVID-19 immunity certificates), masks for
children, and the requirement to have a negative test when returning
to the country, all based on the reasoning that these restrictions
were no longer valid.179 Some urged the KT not to forget its mission
to actively form judicial doctrine, and by doing so, to ensure the
clarity of the legal environment.180 Later in the year, the KT's
decisions on the mandatory testing of employees and the authority
of the National Public Health Center (NVSC) to limit personal
freedoms confirmed the legality of these measures during the
pandemic.181

* In December, the KT also ruled that the new Law on Intelligence
Ombudspersons does not contradict the constitution, allowing
appointment procedures for these positions to get underway. The
Intelligence  Ombudsperson was established in 2021 by the
parliament but not in effect due to the opposition’s appeal to the KT
on the law as possibly violating the rights of the Seimas
Ombudspersons.182

* The number of convicts in Lithuanian prisons was at a record low in
2022, and oversight institutions declared further reorientation
towards mitigation of the penal policy, such as moving from simple
isolation and guarding of prisoners to changing their modes of
behavior, restoring their relations with  society, and
more.183 However, in December, after two high-profile cases, the
possibility of the temporary restriction of convict communications
was introduced by the Seimas.184 In the summer, the parliament
approved the restructuring of the prison system, starting in 2023.185

* Meanwhile, police reforms that were initiated earlier were criticized
more broadly in 2022, that is, the path of optimization186 did not suit
all police officials, and the reforms prompted a number to
quit.187 Nevertheless, despite the criticisms, public trust in the police
remained high. Crime and case resolution statistics continued to
improve; meanwhile, police updated their technology, and the wider
society showed a greater intolerance for offenders.188

Corruption 1.00-7.00 pts



Looks at public perceptions of corruption, the business
interests of top policymakers, laws on financial disclosure and 4.50 /
conflict of interest, and the efficacy of anticorruption 7.00
initiatives.

* According to data from the national Special Investigation Service
(STT), released at the beginning of 2022, Lithuania’s population found
corruption to be in the top five most pressing problems facing the
country.189 The trend over the last decade of diminishing public
experience with corruption halted,190 with 10 percent of the
population, 5 percent of business people, and 2 percent of civil
servants indicating they had given a bribe in the last 12 months.
However, business representatives reported an improved business
environment in terms of corruption.191 Meanwhile, healthcare,
courts, the parliament, and municipalities were perceived as the
most corrupt sectors.192

e With all main institutions showing support for the fight against
corruption, the Seimas adopted a new “National Agenda on
Corruption Prevention for 2022-33" in June. Prepared by the Justice
Ministry with the STT and coordinated with social partners, this new
strategy focuses on education, prevention, and control.193 In
response to the new Law on Corruption Prevention, adopted in 2021,
changes were made to the rules for anticorruption assessment of
legal acts,194 updates were made to the preparation of corruption
prevention planning documents,195 and new positions for
corruption prevention were established in some institutions.196

* Nonetheless, experts who contributed to these changes noted the
need to shift attention from legislation and bureaucracy to practical
implementation. They emphasized the importance of ensuring that
anticorruption measures are “taken seriously” and enforced on the
ground.197 The STT's investigation, announced in November,
illustrated this underlying problem, revealing that corruption
reporting channels established in most municipalities do not actually
function effectively.198 Additionally, experts criticized limitations on
another preventive measure, open data.199

* In April, a verdict was reached in one of Lithuania’s most resonant
political corruption cases of recent decades. This sprawling case
involves the parliamentary Liberals’ Movement (LRLS) and Labor
Party (DP), one of the country's largest business concerns (MG Baltic),
several parliamentarians, and businessman Raimondas Kurlianskis,
all of whom were accused of influence peddling. After six years of
proceedings and 330 court hearings, all of the accused were
acquitted.200 This verdict drew a stormy reaction and contradicted
prior public expectations, raising doubts about the quality of
investigators’ evidence collection and the “threshold” for evidence
applied by the courts.201 Lawyers came to the defense of those
judges under pressure,202 and the STT noted that, in 2021, the



courts had found 86 percent of persons investigated by the STT
guilty.203 In any case, the long-delayed outcome did not increase
public confidence in the courts, politicians, business, or the fight
against corruption in Lithuania.204 It also failed to restore the
reputations of the accused. In May, some on both sides appealed the
verdict.205

* In 2022, the investigation and examination of individuals continued in
the high-profile “judges’ corruption” case.206 By July, the courts
acquitted 2 defendants, and 9 others were found guilty.207 During
the year, a new prominent political corruption scandal arose in
Kaunas, where the director of the municipal administration was
accused of taking a record-breaking bribe.208 Meanwhile, for the
first time in the health sector, doctors convicted of bribery had their
licenses temporarily revoked.209

Author: leva Petronyté-Urbonaviciené, PhD, is an Assistant Professor and
Researcher at the Institute of International Relations and Political Science,
Vilnius University, and Director of Civil Society Institute, Lithuania.
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Lietuvos rusai yra tokie patys pilieCiai, kaip ir visi” [Calls for non-
discrimination: Lithuanian Russians are the same citizens as
everyone else], Kauno.diena.lt, 2 March 2022, https:/
kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/salies-pulsas/daugeja-rusofobijos-
lietuvos-rusai-sulaukia-grasinimu-atsisakoma-juos-aptarnauti-
1066500.

24By 62 percent of population supporting the ban on visas for
Russians in September. Aida Murauskaité, LRT.It, “,Sunyko iliuzijos,
kad tai yra tik Putino karas": SeSi iS deSimties lietuviy pritaria vizy
rusams uzdraudimui” ["lllusions that this is only Putin's war have



disappeared": six out of ten Lithuanians support the ban on visas for

Russians], Irt.lt, 25 October
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1807349/sunyko-
iliuzijos-kad-t....

2590 percent unfavorable assessment in November. Gytis Pankdnas,
LRT.It, “Lietuviai palankiausiai vertina Lenkijg ir Vokietijg, poziaris |
Rusijg dar labiau blogéja - net 9 iS 10 j agresore Zilri neigiamai”
[Lithuanians evaluate Poland and Germany most favorably, the
attitude towards Russia worsens even more - even 9 out of 10 view

the aggressor negatively], Irt.It, 2 January
2023, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1854921/lietuviai-
palankiausia....

26Quite in line with this was the numerous public and private
initiatives to remove the remaining Soviet monuments from the
public space and adoption of the law, prohibiting the promotion of
totalitarian and authoritarian regimes and their ideology in public
spaces. Jaratée Skeryté, BNS, “Lietuva uzdraudé propaguoti
totalitarinius ir autoritarinius rezimus” [Lithuania has banned the
promotion of totalitarian and authoritarian regimes], Irt.lt, 13
December

2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1843667/lietuva-
uzdraude-propa....

27However, it is noteworthy, that some other more liberal legislative
amendments, like, for example, abandoning the eternal freezing of
assisted-fertilization-embryos, were successfully adopted. Office of
the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimo Pirmininkés Viktorijos
Cmilytés-Nielsen ir Seimo nario Armino Lydekos pranesimas:
»Pagalbinis apvaisinimas nuo Siol bus liberalesnis ir ZmogisSkesnis"
[The announcement of the Speaker of the Seimas Viktorija Cmilyte-
Nielsen and the member of the Seimas Arminas Lydeka: "Assisted
fertilization will be more liberal and humane from now on"], Irs.It, 24
May 2022, https://www.lrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=36002&p_k=1&p_t=281314; Modesta Gaucaité-Znutieneé, LRT.It,
“Seimas nutaré - pagalbiniam apvaisinimui sukurty embriony
nebereikés saugoti amzinai” [Seimas decided that embryos created
for assisted fertilization will no longer need to be stored forever],
Irt.lt, 24 May
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1701054/seimas-
nutare-pagalbin....

28Jaraté Skéryté, BNS, “Premjeré apie sidlymg braukti iS programos
partneryste: kolegos negerbia Seimo” [Prime Minister on the
proposal to delete partnership from the agenda: colleagues do not
respect Seimas], BNS, 22 March
2022, https://www.bns.It/topic/1912/news/66006015/; [rt.lt,
“Karbauskis pritaria gynybos susitarimo turiniui, bet jo nepasirasys:
atsisako prisidéti dél valdanciyjy ,prastumty” skaldanciy jstatymy”



[Karbauskis approves the content of the Defense Agreement, but will
not sign it: he refuses to contribute because of the divisive laws
"pushed through" by the government majority], Irtlt, 15 July
2022,  https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1739477/karbauskis-
pritaria-gy....

29Indré Jurcenkaité, “Tos pacios lyties pory sgjungos projektas
sulauké paramos Seime: kurie politikai iSgelbéjo?” [The project of
same-sex couple union received support in the Seimas: which
politicians saved?], 15min.lt, 31 May
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/tos-pacios-
lyties-poru-sa...; Roberta Traceviciaté, “Partnerystés jstatymas Seimo
salés vis nepasiekia: arklius stabdo ir susvyrave savi?” [The law on
partnership still does not reach the halls of the Seimas: are the
horses held back by the wobbling partners as well?], 15min.It, 9
November

2022,  https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/partnerystes-
iteisinimas-....

30Like the increase of energy-security and adoption of the previously
planned law introducing new crisis management model, or, in the
economic sphere, the adoption of a package of anti-inflationary
measures and decisions on energy-prices compensations for
residents and businesses. Office of the Seimas of the Republic of
Lithuania, “Seimas patvirtino véjo elektriniy jaroje plétrg ir didesnius
energijos gamybos iS atsinaujinanciy iStekliy tikslus” [Seimas
approved the development of offshore wind farms and higher goals
for energy production from renewable resources], Irs.lt, 31 March
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35435&p_k=18&p_t=280556; BNS, “Prezidentas pasirasé
atsinaujinancios energetikos skatinimo jstatymy paketg” [President
signed a package of laws for the promotion of renewable energy],
vz.lt, 7 July
2022, https://www.vz.It/pramone/energetika/2022/07/07/prezidentas
-pasirase-at...; Augustas StankeviCius, Sniegé BalciGnaité, BNS,
“Seimas pritaré naujam kriziy valdymo modeliui, bus steigiamas
centras” [Seimas approved a new crisis management model, a center
will be established], KaunoDiena.lt, 8 December
2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/seimas-
pritare-naujam...; BNS, “Priimtas pataisytas biudZetas: daugiau pinigy
skirta pensijoms, elektros ir dujy kainy kompensavimui” [The revised
budget was adopted: more money is allocated to pensions,
compensation of electricity and gas prices], Kasvykstakaune.lt, 17
May 2022, https://kaunas.kasvyksta.lt/2022/05/17/lietuvoje/priimtas-
pataisytas-bi...; Valdas PrySmantas, BNS, “G.Nauséda: Vyriausybé ir
Seimas priémeé gerus sprendimus deél pagalbos visuomenei”
[G.Nauséda: The Government and the Seimas made good decisions
regarding assistance to the public], 15min.lt, 28 December



2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-nauseda-
vyriausybe-ir-s....

31Lithuanian Poles missed the legalization of diacritical marks
nevertheless. The Government explained this lack as a consequence
of technical unpreparedness of the systems and promised it in the

"

future. BNS, “Seimas jteisino ,x“, ,w

i

ir ,g" raides asmens
dokumentuose” [Seimas legalized the letters "x", "w" and "q" in
personal documents], delfi.lt, 18 January
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/seimas-iteisino-x-w-ir-
g-raid....

32Disability and capacity for work Service under the Ministry of Social
Security and Labour, “The Seimas agreed: a major reform for people
with disabilities will begin next year”, Government of the Republic of
Lithuania, 21 December 2022, https://ndnt.Irv.It/It/naujienos/seimas-
pritare-kitamet-prasides-zmonem....

33lgnas Jacauskas, 15min.lt, BNS, ,Naujovés kraujo donorystes
srityje: nuo geguzés homoseksualGs Zmonés galés duoti kraujo”
[News in the field of blood donation: from May, homosexual people
will be allowed to donate
blood], https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/naujoves-
kraujo-donoryste...; Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Lithuania,
.Gerés translyCiy asmeny teisiné padétis” [The legal status of
transgender people will improve], Government of the Republic of
Lithuania, 31 December 2021, https://tm.Irv.It/It/naujienos/geres-
translyciu-asmenu-teisine-padetis.

34At the same time annoying former prime ministers among some
other politicians, who considered the issue already settled. BNS,
“Seimas skyré 37 min. Eur kompensacijy uz nusavintg asmeninj zydy
turty” [Seimas allocated 37 million EUR compensation for
expropriated Jewish personal property], vz.lt, 20 December
2022, https://www.vz.lt/verslo-aplinka/2022/12/20/seimas-skyre-37-
min-eur-kom...;  Milena  Andrukaityté, Jaraté Skéryté, BNS,
“S.Skvernelis, A.Butkevicius: naujos kompensacijos Zydams ,atidarys
Pandoros skrynig"™ [S. Skvernelis, A. ButkeviCius: new compensations
for Jews will "open Pandora's box"], 15min.lt, 15 November
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/s-skvernelis-a-
butkeviciu....

35See NIT2020.

360n average, 24 percent trusted and 31 percent did not trust the
courts according the surveys during the year.

37At times even recognising it publicly: for example, Margiris
Meilutis, “G.Nauséda apie didelj darbg dél NATO sprendimuy: tai - visy
institucijy nuopelnas” [G. Nauséda about the great work on NATO
decisions: this is the merit of all institutions], 15min.lt, 30 June
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-nauseda-apie-



dideli-dar...; Jaraté Skéryté, BNS, “Prezidentira: sprendimas dél
Rusijos ambasadoriaus iSsiuntimo suderintas su G.Nauséda”
[Presidency: the decision on the expulsion of the Russian
ambassador has been coordinated with G. Nauséda], 15min.lt, 4 April
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/prezidentura-
sprendimas-d...

38Roberta Tracevicitté. “"ISeikite j gatve ir paklauskite Zmoniy": kodél
G.Nauséda nuomone grindzia ir liaudies balsu?” [“Go to the street
and ask people": why does G. Nauséda base his opinion also on the
voice of the people?], 15min.lt, 13 February
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/iseikite-i-gatve-
ir-pakla...; BNS, “G.Nauséda: valdZia nesikalba su nepatenkintais
zmonémis, todél Sie protestuoja” [G.Nauséda: the government does
not talk to dissatisfied people, so they protest], 15min.It, 27 January
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-nauseda-
valdzia-nesikal...; Vaidotas Beniusis, Jaraté Damulyté, Vidmantas
Balkdinas, Gabrielé Navickaité, “Be cenzaros: kg lietuviai mano apie
Gitang Nauseédg” [Without censorship: what Lithuanians think about

Gitanas Nauseda], 15min.lt, 11 July
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/be-cenzuros-ka-
lietuviai-...; Roberta Traceviciate, “G.Nausedos pusiaukelé: ar jau

klojami pamatai antrajai kadencijai?” [G. Nauséda's half-way: are the
foundations for the second term already being laid?], 15min.It, 12
January 2022,  https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-
nausedos-pusiaukele-ar-....

39Not reaching the popularity of previous presidents like V.Adamkus
or D.Grybauskaité at their mid-first-term-cadency, however. See for
example: Lietuvos rytas, “Naujausi reitingai: G. Nausédos Suolis
aukstyn ir labai prastos zinios valstieCiams” [Latest ratings: G.
Nauséda's jump up and very poor news for peasants], Irytas.lt, 28
May

2022, https://www.lrytas.It/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2022/05/28/news
/naujausi...;  BNS, “Populiariausi tarp politiky iSlieka Dalia
Grybauskaité ir Viktoras Uspaskichas” [Dalia Grybauskaité and
Viktoras Uspaskichas remain the most popular among politicians],
15min.lt, 19 May
2012,  https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/populiariausi-
tarp-politi.... Also: BNS, “Palankiausiai vertinami politikai - V.
Adamkus, G. Nauseéda, A. AnuSauskas” [The most favorably evaluated
politicians are V. Adamkus, G. Nauséda, A. AnuSauskas], vz.lt, 17
October 2022, https://www.vz.It/verslo-
aplinka/2022/10/17/palankiausiai-vertinami-pol....

40COVID-19 pandemic, migrant crises (at the Belarusian border),
large-scale Russian aggression against Ukraine, energy price crises
and finally, record high inflation.



e 47Just to name the few: Gabrielé Sagaityté, LRT.It, “Simonyté apie
Nausédos kritikg: galblt prezidentas pavargo uZsiimti uzsienio
politika ir grjzo prie Vyriausybeés kritikavimo pomeégiy” [Simonyté on
Nauséda's criticism: maybe the President got tired of dealing with
foreign policy and returned to his hobby of criticizing the
Government], Irt.lt, 16 March
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/1645965/simonyte-apie-
nausedos-k...; Jurgita Andriejauskaité, BNS, “Prezidentas: su Sia
Vyriausybe socialinés politikos klausimus spresti sudétingiau”
[President: it is more difficult to solve social policy issues with this
Government], 5 September
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/prezidentas-su-
sia-vyriau...; Saulius Jakuc¢ionis, BNS, “I.Simonyté: Prezidentdra nori
bati ,truputj Vyriausybe™ [I.Simonyté: The Presidency wants to be "a
little bit like the Government"], 22 September
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/i-simonyte-
prezidentura-n...;, Benas Brunalas, ELTA, “Nauséda sureagavo |
Landsbergio pastaba: Simonytés vyriausybé neturi jokiy konkreciy
pasidlymy” [Nauséda reacted to Landsbergis’ remark: Simonyté's
Government does not have any specific proposals], delfi.lt, 29
September 2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/nauseda-
sureagavo-i-landsberg...; Benas Brunalas, ELTA, “Simonyté atsaké
prezidentui: nelabai etiSka mokéti tik pirSteliu parodyti | kitus”
[Simonyteé answered to the president: it is not very ethical to only be
able to point the finger at others], delfi.lt, 29 September
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/simonyte-atsake-
prezidentui-n...; BNS, “Nauséda rézé Gabrieliui Landsbergiui: daugiau
dirbk, maziau mokyk” [Nauséda to Gabrielius Landsbergis: work

more, teach less], tv3.lt, 5 October,
2022, https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/verslas/nauseda-reze-gabrieliui-
landsbergiu....

e 42For example, BNS, “Prezidentas apie atmestg sprendimg dél 100
eury iSmokos: Seimas nemato realijy uz lango” [The President on the
rejected decision on 100 euro payments: Seimas does not see the
realities outside the window], 15min.lt, 10 March
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/prezidentas-
apie-atmesta-...; Ramanas Jakubauskas, “G.Nausédos ir 1.Simonytés
santykiai: dar viena praraja ar politinis teatras?” [Relationship
between G. Nauséda and I. Simonyté: another abyss or political
theater?], 15min.lt, 29 September
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-nausedos-ir-i-
simonytes....

e 43Roberta Tracevi¢iaté, “G.Nauséda ir I.Simonyté akis | akj vél
nebesusitinka: neturi kg kalbéti ar toliau ZieZirbuoja?” [G. Nauséda
and I. Simonyté are no longer meeting face to face again: do they
have nothing to talk about or do they continue to spark?], 15min.lt, 6



June 2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/g-nauseda-
ir-i-simonyte-a....

A4BNS, “Seimas atmeté E.Sileikio kandidatiirg j LAT teiséjus” [Seimas
rejected the candidacy of E. Sileikis for LAT judges], 15min.lt, 7 June
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimas-atmete-
e-sileikio-...; Supreme Court of Lithuania, “Siandien paskirti Civiliniy
byly ir Baudziamuyjy byly skyriy pirmininkai” [The chairpersons of the
Civil Cases and Criminal Cases Departments have been appointed
today], Supreme  Court of Lithuania, 10  November
2022, https://www.lat.It/naujienos/siandien-paskirti-civiliniu-bylu-ir-
baudzi...; Ignas Jacauskas, BNS, “G. Nauseda paskyré A. Pranckeviciy
ambasadoriumi ES” [G. Nauséda appointed A. Pranckevicius as
ambassador to the EU], Kauno.Diena.lt, 28 February
2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/vyriausybe-
teikia-pre...; Rata Tracevicitté, “Kandidato | europinj postg vis néra:
|.Simonyté ir G.Nauséda niekaip nesutaria” [There is still no candidate
for the European post: I.Simonyté and G.Nauséda do not agree at all],
15min.lt, 26 April
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/kandidato-i-
europini-post...; Rata Traceviciate, “Tarp I.Simonytés ir G.Nausédos
dar viena kaktomusSa: dél kandidato sutaré, bet premjeré
apsigalvojo?” [Another face-off between |.Simonyté and G.Nauséda:
they agreed on the candidate, but the prime minister changed her
mind?], 15min.lt, 24 March
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/tarp-i-
simonytes-ir-g-nau...; BNS, “| Europos Audito Rimy narius sitdloma
Andrikiené: man padés patirtis EP” [Andrikiené is proposed as a
member of the European Court of Auditors: my experience in the EP
will help me], Irt.It, 13 July
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1738026/i-europos-
audito-rumu-....

45Valdas PrySmantas, BNS, “G. Nauséda: Vyriausybé ir Seimas priémé
gerus sprendimus dél pagalbos visuomenei” [G. Nauséda: The
Government and the Seimas made good decisions regarding
assistance to the public], 28 December
2022, https://klaipeda.diena.lt/naujienos/verslas/ekonomika/g-
nauseda-vyriaus...; Rita Miliaté, LRT ,Dienos tema*, LRT.It, “Simonyté -
apie klaidas dél Kaliningrado tranzito, ministry atleidima ir Vokietijos
brigadg Lietuvoje” [Simonyté - about the mistakes regarding the
Kaliningrad transit, the dismissal of ministers and the German

brigade in Lithuania], Irt.lt, 30 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1855834/simonyte-
apie-klaidas-....

46For example, raising the budget for defense from 2,05 to 2,52
percent GDP this year; introducing the state of emergency, approving
the development of wind farms in the see and higher targets for
energy production from renewable resources; 6 resolutions,



supporting Ukraine (like recognizing the war waged by the Russian
Federation against Ukraine as genocide of the Ukrainian people;
resolution on full support for Ukraine's victory, accelerating its
membership in the European Union and ensuring safe navigation in
the Black Sea and others). BNS, “Seimas l|éSas gynybai Siemet
padidino iki 2,52 proc. BVP” [Seimas increased defense funds to 2.52
percent of GDP this year], 15min.lt, 17 March
2022, https://www.15min.|lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimas-balsuos-
del-lesu-g...; Office of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas
patvirtino véjo elektriniy jaroje plétrg ir didesnius energijos gamybos
iS atsinaujinandiy istekliy tikslus” [Seimas approved the development
of offshore wind farms and higher goals for energy production from
renewable resources], Irs.lt, 31 March
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35435&p_k=1&p_t=280556; Jadvyga Bieliavska, ELTA, “IS Lietuvos
Seimo - jau ketvirtoji Ukraing palaikanti rezoliucija” [From the Seimas
of Lithuania - already the fourth resolution supporting Ukraine],
delfilt, 12 April 2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/is-
lietuvos-seimo-jau-ketvirt...; Office of the Seimas of the Republic of
Lithuania, “The Seimas has unanimously recognised the war waged
by the Russian Federation against Ukraine as genocide of the
Ukrainian people”, Irs.It, 10 May
2022, https://www.lrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35403&p_k=2&p_t=281039&p_kade_id...; Jadvyga Bieliavska,
ELTA, “Seimo rezoliucija: palaikys Ukraing iki pergales” [Seimas
resolution: will support Ukraine until the victory], Klaipeda.Diena.lt, 9
June 2022, https://klaipeda.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/seimo-
rezoliucija-.... Seimas also approved three constitutional
amendments. Rinkosaikste.Lt, “Seimas jteisino tiesioginius mery
rinkimus, kandidatuoti j parlamentg leido nuo 21-eriy” [Seimas
legitimised direct elections for mayors and allowed candidates to
stand for Parliament from the age of 21], Rinkosaikste.Lt, 21 April
2022, https://rinkosaikste.lt/seimas-iteisino-tiesioginius-meru-
rinkimus-kand...; Indré JurCenkaité, Jaraté Skéryté, 15min, BNS,
“Seimas vieningai jvedé nepaprastgja padeétj del Rusijos agresijos
Ukrainoje” [Seimas unanimously introduced a state of emergency in
response to Russia's aggression in Ukraine], 15min.lt, 24 February
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimas-renkasi-
i-neeiline....

47Dainora Pankdné, Ziniy radijas, www.DELFLIt, “Opozicija pateiké
reikalavimus valdantiesiems: vien ministro atleidimu neapsiriboja”
[Opposition presented demands to the governing majority: they are
not limited to the dismissal of the minister], delfilt, 9 June
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/opozicija-pateike-
reikalavimu...; Agné Liubertaité Indré Naureckaité, “Konfliktas Seime
peraugo j naujg lygj - susivienijusi opozicija nutraukeé tik prasidéjus;j
poséd]” [The conflict in the Seimas grew to a new level - the united
opposition interrupted the session that had just begun], Irytas.It, 14



June

2022, https://www.lIrytas.It/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2022/06/14/news
/seime-ba...; Roberta Tracevi¢iaté, “I.Simonyté opozicijos kol kas
neiSklausys: ant stalo paguldys Vyriausybés plang, tada - kalbésis” [I.
Simonyté will not listen to the opposition for now: she will put the
Government's plan on the table, then she will talk], 15min.lt, 24
August 2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/i-
simonyte-opozicijos-kol...; Roberta Traceviciate, “Sunkumy
akivaizdoje valdantiesiems - vél kritika ir dél arogancijos, jie atkerta
suprantantys zmoniy godas” [In the face of difficulties, the governing
majority is again criticized for their arrogance, they retort
understanding  people's  desires], 15min.lt, 26  August
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/sunkumu-
akivaizdoje-valda...; Roberta Traceviciaté, “Seimas grjzta | darba:
nepaisant sunkiy laiky, vel bus visko - ir populizmo, ir dramatizmo, ir
pykciy” [Seimas returns to work: despite the difficult times, there will
be everything again - populism, drama, and anger], 15min.lt, 8
September

2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimas-grizta-i-
darba-nep...; Kornelija Mykolaityté, “Seimui antrg kartg svarstant
biudzety, vél aidéjo opozicijos kritika: ,Jis statomas ant kreivy
pamaty” [When Seimas considered the budget for the second time,
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* 74This special working group for the revision of electoral laws was set
up after 2020 Parliament elections. Initially this group considered
bigger changes in 2021 (see NIT2022 report).

e 75l.e.,, Seimas elections Law, Presidential elections Law, Law on
Elections to the European Parliament, Municipal Council elections
Law, the Central Electoral Commission Law and the Law on Financing
and Financing Control of Political Campaigns.

e 76More on the election deposits see Article 88 and 89, Seimas of the
Republic of Lithuania, ,Lietuvos Respublikos Rinkimy kodeksas”
[Election Code of the Republic of Lithuania], 19 July 2022, https://e-
seimas.lIrs.It/portal/legalAct/It/TAD/44e06821075711edbfe9c72e....

e 77Since 2020, one of the 71 single-member constituencies in the
Lithuanian parliamentary elections is specially reserved for the
diaspora - the so-called World Lithuanians, who have the right to vote
and who vote in the diplomatic missions and consular offices of the
Republic of Lithuania. See Article 17 for the current regulation:
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, ,Lietuvos Respublikos Rinkimy
kodeksas” [Election Code of the Republic of Lithuania], 19 July
2022, https://e-
seimas.Irs.It/portal/legalAct/It/TAD/44e06821075711edbfe9c72e....

e 780ffice of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas priemeé
konstitucinj jstatymg - Rinkimy kodeksg” [Seimas adopted a
constitutional law - the Election Code], Irs.lt, 23 June
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=354038&p_k=1&p_t=281676.

* 79Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Seimas sutrauké rinkimy jstatymus j
vieng, sugrieztino komitety veiklg” [Seimas consolidated the election
laws into one, tightened the regulation of the electoral committees],
15min.lt, 23 June
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimas-
sutrauke-rinkimu-i....

e 80Not less than twice the number of council members of that
municipality, however.



¢ 810ffice of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Partijoms leista
steigti analitinius centrus, detaliau reglamentuotas rinkimy komitety
steigimas” [Parties are allowed to set up think tanks and the
establishment of electoral committees is further regulated], Irs.It, 30
June 2022, https://www.lrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=354038&p_k=18&p_t=2817628&p6=25.

e 82Raminas Jakubauskas, “,Acit, Stasy”: Siauliy ir PanevéZio merai
piktinasi Seimo sprendimu dél rinkimy komitety” [Thank you, Stasys":
the mayors of Siauliai and PanevéZys are angry with the decision of
the Seimas regarding election committees], 15min.It, 16 September
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/aciu-stasy-
siauliu-ir-pan...; Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “G. Nauséda apie atmesta
veto dél rinkimy komitety: niekas nemégsta konkurencijos” [G.
Nauséda about the rejected veto on election committees: nobody
likes competition], KaunoDiena.lt, 16 September
2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/g-nauseda-
apie-atmest...; Aisté Valiauskaité, LRT.It, Vesta Tizenhauziené,
“Partijos uzsimojo prieS politinius komitetus? Merai ir opozicija
tvirtina - didieji Zaidéjai jau nukenteéjo ir bijo konkurencijos ateityje”
[Parties against political committees? Mayors and the opposition
claim that the big players have already suffered and are afraid of
future competition], Irt.lt, 20 July
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1741749/partijos-
uzsimojo-prie...; 15min.lt, “Rinkimy kodeksg sukritikave 5 savivaldybiy
merai kreipési | Prezidenty: jstatymy naudg partijos gaudo”
[Criticizing the Election Code, 5 municipal mayors appealed to the
President: the parties reap the benefits of the law], 15min.It, 2 May
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/rinkimu-
kodeksa-sukritika....

¢ 830ffice of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas atmeteé
Salies vadovo veto dél Politiniy organizacijy jstatymo” [Seimas
rejected the Head of state's veto on the Law on Political
Organizations], Irs.lt, 15 September
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=354038&p_k=1&p_t=282236.

e 840ffice of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas pritare
Respublikos Prezidento veto deél Rinkimy kodekso” [Seimas approved
the veto of the President of the Republic on the Election Code], Irs.lt,
19 July 2022, https://www.lrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35435&p_k=1&p_t=281876.

e 85)Jaraté Skéryté, BNS, “Dalyvauti savivaldos rinkimuose registravosi
triskart maziau komitety nei anksciau” [Three times less committees
registered to participate in local government elections], Irt.lt, 13
December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1843004/dalyvauti-
savivaldos-r....



86Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Visuomenininkas j savivaldos rinkimus
bandé registruotis sengja tvarka - VRK atmeté” [Civic activist tried to
register for the municipal elections using the old procedure - VRK
rejected it], Irt.lt, 31 October
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1812053/visuomeninin
kas-i-savi....

870ffice of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas po
svarstymo pritaré Referendumo konstitucinio jstatymo projektui”
[After the discussion, Seimas approved the draft constitutional law
on the Referendum], Irs.lt,, 7 June
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35435&p_k=1&p_t=281485.

88See NIT2022 Lithuania.

89Like reducing the number of signatures needed for a citizens'
referendum initiative. One of the initiatives proposing such an
amendment failed in 2022 as well: BNS, “Referendumo kartelés
mazinimo iniciatoriams nepavyko surinkti reikiamo skaiciaus parasy”
[The initiators of the referendum’s bar reduction failed to collect the
required number of signatures], alfa.lt, 20 April
2022, https://www.alfa.lt/aktualijos/lietuva/referendumo-karteles-
mazinimo-in....

90LRT.It, “Dobrowolska: kitgmet visuomené tures platesnes
galimybes peticijoms teikti” [Dobrowolska: Next year, the public will
have more opportunities to submit petitions], Irt.lt, 23 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1852113/dobrowolska-
kitamet-vi....

91Strong Together, “Pagalba | Lietuvg atvykstantiems karo
pabégeéliams” [Help for war refugees arriving in Lithuania], Strong
Together, viewed on 2 January 2023, https://stipruskartu.lt/It/.

92More than 50 trucks of warm clothes, footwear, bedding and
sleeping bags in less than half of the day. Gytis Kapsevicius,
“Pamatykite patys: susivienije lietuviai per dieng ukrainieCiams
surinko 50 vilkiky paramos, akcija stabdoma” [See for yourself: the
united Lithuanians collected 50 truckloads of support for the
Ukrainians in a day, the campaign is being stopped], 15min.It, 27
February

2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/pamatykite-
patys-lietuvia....

93Lithuanian Red Cross, “Muasy Sirdys ir rankos - Ukrainail” [Our
hearts and hands are for Ukraine!], aukok.lt, viewed on 2 January
2023, https://www.aukok.It/projektai/Musu-sirdys-ir-rankos-Ukrainai.

9440.316.000,00 EUR as for 27th of December, 2022. Blue / Yellow,
“Kovai jau surinkome” [Already collected for the fight], Blue/Yelow,
viewed on 7 January 2022,https://blue-yellow.It/.



* 952.535.000,00 EUR as for January 7, 2023. 1K Fund, “Support ukraine
against russian aggression”, 1K fund, viewed on 7 January
2022,https://1kfund.org/.

* 962 568 981,99 EUR as for January 8, 2023, Lithuanian Red Cross,
“Masy Sirdys ir rankos - Ukrainai!” [Our hearts and hands are for
Ukrainel!], aukok.lt, viewed on 2 January
2023, https://www.aukok.It/projektai/Musu-sirdys-ir-rankos-Ukrainai.

¢ 97Similarly more than 318.000 USD were crowd-funded for helmets
and safety vests in one day of April and more than 2 million EUR for
kamikaze drones in August. BBC Newsday, “Lithuanians raise over
$5m to buy drone for Ukraine”, bbc.co.uk, 30 may
2022, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0cOw3rp; Andrius
Tapinas FB account, “Andriaus gimtadienio dovana - Salmai ir
Sarvuotos liemenés Ukrainai” [Andrius’ birthday gift - helmets and
armored vests for Ukraine], FB Andrius Tapinas account, 5 April
2022, https://www.facebook.com/andrius.tapinas/posts/pfbid02wGx7
YAw4DrTaVAXmy...; delfi.lt, “Gimtadienio proga - Tapino prasymas
paremti Ukraing: surinkta suma pranoko visus lokescius” [On the
occasion of his birthday - Tapinas' invitation to support Ukraine: the
amount collected exceeded all expectations], delfi.lt, 6 April
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/veidai/zmones/gimtadienio-proga-tapino-
prasymas-pa...; delfi.lt, “PasiraSyta sutartis dél Ukrainai skirty drony
kamikadziy jsigijimo” [A contract signed for the purchase of kamikaze
drones intended for  Ukraine], delfilt, 30 September
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/pasirasyta-sutartis-
del-ukrai....

* 98Much more of them than above could be mentioned, for example,
the one by the Lithuanian National Museum of Art, which together
with "Strong Together" collected funds and sent heaters and
generators to Ukrainian museums, which became the shelters during
the war. Among other types of initiatives, one can mention "Call
Russia" initiative launched in Lithuania, which in the first weeks of
war counted more than 180.000 calls made to Russia to inform
random residents on the war and its atrocities. Lithuanian National
Museum of Art, “,Stiprds kartu” ir Lietuvos nacionalinis dailés
muziejus pradeda iniciatyvg ,SuSildyk Ukraing”™ ["Strong Together"
and the Lithuanian National Art Museum launch the initiative "Warm
Ukraine"], Lithuanian National Museum of Art, 2 December
2022, https://www.Indm.It/stiprus-kartu-ir-lietuvos-nacionalinis-
dailes-muzie...; https://callrussia.org/eng.

* 99Few individual examples: Rdta MikSioniené ,Lietuvos rytas”,
“Gimtadienio proga parémé Ukraing - darbus apie karg kdré nuo pat
Krymo uZpuolimo” [On the occasion of his birthday, he supported
Ukraine - he has been creating works about the war since the
invasion of Crimea], Irytas.lt, 8 May
2022, https://www.lIrytas.It/kultura/daile/2022/05/07/news/ne-tik-



ukrainos-bet...; 15min.lt, Zmoneés.It, “Aukcione parduotas diskas su
Virgilijaus ir Mykolo Alekny parasais: jsigijo garsus verslininkas” [A
disc with the signatures of Virgilius and Mykolas Aleknos was sold at
auction: it was bought by a famous businessman], zmones.It, 24
August 2022, https://www.zmones.It/naujiena/aukcione-parduotas-
diskas-su-virgilijaus...; Rytis Zemkauskas, “Kolega Rytis Zemkauskas:
Siemet gautg Petro Babicko premijg paaukojau Ukrainai” [Colleague
Rytis Zemkauskas: | donated the Petras Babickas prize received this
year to Ukraine], Union of Lithuanian Journalists , 28 May
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/aktualijos_354/archive/p34/koleg
a_rytis_.... Other examples: Aina Mizgirdé, LRT.It, “Krosneles
ukrainieCiams gamina is ratlankiy - Siaulieciai siuncia Silumg kariams
ir civiliams” [Stoves for Ukrainians are made from rims - the people of
Siauliai send heat to soldiers and civilians], Irt.lt, 08 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1840475/krosneles-
ukrainieciam...; Gabrielé Sagaityté, LRT.It, “Vienas kitam nedovanos -
aukos: jmonés ir jy darbuotojai jprasmina Kalédas rinkdami parama
Ukrainai” [They don't give each other gifts, they make donations:
companies and their employees make Christmas meaningful by
collecting  support  for  Ukraine]l, Irtdt, 25  December
2022, https://www.lrt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/1842267/vienas-kitam-
nedovanos-a...; Telia Lithuania, “,Telia” siuncia savo jrangg atstatyti
Ukrainos mobiliojo tinklams” [Telia is sending its equipment to
Ukrainian mobile networks to be rebuilt], Telia Lithuania, 12 October
2022, https://www.telia.lt/pranesimai-spaudai/telia-siuncia-savo-
iranga-atsta....

100Like free abonnements, free ride, tickets to events, free activities
for children, free studies, scholarships for higher education students
etc.

101Like well-known producer of children's shows, who organized a
bicycles, scooters and other vehicles donation campaign and
weekend camps for Ukrainian children in Lithuania during the
summer. More than 3500 vehicles were fundraised: Ukrainian
families in Lithuania, “Laurynas Sekus: karo Ukrainoje akivaizdoje
lietuviai jrodé, kad stebuklai jmanomi, tikimés ir dar vieno” [Laurynas
Seskus: in the face of the war in Ukraine, Lithuanians proved that
miracles are possible, we hope for one more], delfilt, 5 July
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/multimedija/ukrainos-seimos-
lietuvoje/laurynas-ses....

102Noteworthy, other surveys in the course of the year showed
higher proportions. Civil Society Institute, “Pilietinés galios indeksas
2022 m.” [Civic Empowerment Index 2022], Civil Society Institute, 30
January 2023, http://www.civitas.It/time-line/pilietines-galios-
indeksas-2022-m/; Luminor, “Baltijos Saliy smulkusis verslas ir toliau
remia Ukraing” [Baltic small businesses continue to support Ukraine],
Luminor, 28 October
2022, https://www.luminor.It/It/naujienos/baltijos-saliu-smulkusis-



verslas-ir..; “Kantar”, “,Kantar” ,Karo barometras”. gyventojai
sunerime ir - itin susitelke” [Kantar's War Barometer: Residents are

worried and extremely united], “Kantar”, 8 April
2022, https://www.kantar.It/lt/news/-kantar-karo-barometras-
gyventojai-suneri...; “Kantar”, “,,Kantar” ,Karo barometras”: nerimas

del karo lenkia rapestj deél infliacijos” [Kantar's War Barometer:
Worries over war overtake worries about inflation], “Kantar”, 1 June
2022, https://www.kantar.lt/lt/news/-kantar-karo-barometras-
nerimas-del-karo-...; “Kantar”, “,Kantar” Karo barometras: lietuviai
finansiSkai kol kas maziausiai jsitempe tarp kaimyniniy 3aliy”
[Kantar's War Barometer: Lithuanians are the least financially
stressed among neighboring countries so far], “Kantar”, 21 July
2022, https://www.kantar.lt/lt/news/-kantar-karo-barometras-
lietuviai-finansi....

103Andresa Repsyté, “Lietuva solidarizuojasi su Ukraina: j palaikymo
akcijg ,Laisveé Svielia" susirinko apie 10 tdkst. Zmoniy” [Lithuania
stands in solidarity with Ukraine: around 10,000 people gathered for
the "Freedom Shines" support campaign], tv3.lt, 24 February
2022, https://www.tv3.It/naujiena/lietuva/lietuva-solidarizuojasi-su-
ukraina-....

104For example, Karolina Stazyté, ,Prie ,Charlie Pizza" restorano
Kaune surengtas protestas: nori bati sotus - perlipk kiing” [A protest
was held at the "Charlie Pizza" restaurant in Kaunas: if you want to be
full, climb over the body], 15min.lt, 12 April
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/prie-charlie-
pizza-restor....

105Like three days protest at the Russian embassy, protests at the
German embassy or support at the Ukrainian embassy. LRT.It,
“,Laisvé Sviecia” jau tris dienas: prie Rusijos ambasados sostinéje
toliau budéjo protestuotojai, buvo sakomos kalbos” ["Freedom
shines" for three days already: protesters continued to stand guard
at the Russian embassy in the capital, speeches were made], Irt.lt, 3
March

2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/gyvenimas/13/1633718/laisve-
sviecia-jau-tr...; https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/prie-
vokietijos-ambasados-vil...; Leonardas Marcinkevicius, ELTA, “Prie
Vokietijos ambasados Vilniuje susirinke protestuotojai ragino
aktyviau padéti Ukrainai: ,Berlyne, pabusk!"™ [Protesters gathered
near the German embassy in Vilnius called for more active help to
Ukraine: "Berlin, wake up!"], delfi.lt, 11 April
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1638316/keli-simtai-
zZmoniu-sus...

106Like Olympic champion swimming in blood-stained ponds at
Russian Ambassy in Vilnius, women's demand to stop aggression
against Ukrainian women, massive murals on buildings, et cetera.
LRT.It, “Prie Rusijos ambasados Vilniuje tvenkinys nusidazé kraujo



spalva, performanse dalyvavo ir Meilutyté” [Near the Russian
embassy in Vilnius, the pond was painted the color of blood,
Meilutyté also participated in the performance], Irt.It, 6 April
2022, https://www.Irt.Ilt/naujienos/sportas/10/1664882/prie-rusijos-
ambasados-...; Ramanas Jakubauskas (BNS), 15min, “80 merginy ir
motery prie Rusijos ambasados ragino nutraukti agresijg pries
ukrainietes” [80 girls and women outside the Russian embassy called
for an end to aggression against Ukrainian women], 15min.It, 16 April
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/prie-rusijos-
ambasados-so...; LRT.lt, “Ukrainos nepriklausomybés dienai -
vertikalaus Sokio pasirodymas ant ,Maskvos namy” sienos” [For the
Independence Day of Ukraine - a vertical dance performance on the
wall of "Moscow House"], Irt.lt, 24 August
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/kultura/12/1765966/ukrainos-
nepriklausomyb...; Evaldas Cinga, “Ant Maskvos namy sienos 3okis
Ukrainos nepriklausomybés dienai” [A dance on the wall of a Moscow
house for the Independence Day of Ukraine], madeinvilnius.It, 24
August 2022, https://madeinvilnius.lt/pramogos/renginiai/ant-
maskvos-namu-sienos-sok....

107To name a couple: Jaraté Skéryté, BNS, ,Eitynémis ir mitingu
Vilniuje  baltarusiai paminéjo prezidento rinkimy metines”
[Belarusians celebrated the anniversary of the presidential election
with @ march and rally in Vilnius], 15min.lt, 9 August
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/baltarusiu-
opozicija-viln...; LRT.It, ,Prie Baltarusijos ambasados Vilniuje -
protesto akcija ir Minske nuzudyto opozicionieriaus pagerbimas” [At
the Belarusian Embassy in Vilnius - a protest action and a tribute to
an opposition member killed in Minsk], Irtlt, 12 November
2022, https://www.Irt.It/mediateka/irasas/2000241945/prie-
baltarusijos-ambasa....

108LRT.It, BNS, “Baltic Pride in Vilnius attracts 10,000 participants -
photos”, Irtlt, 4 June 2022, https://www.lrt.It/en/news-in-
english/19/1712081/baltic-pride-in-vilniu....

109Valdas PrySmantas, BNS, “Inga Ruginiené: streikas ,Achemoje” -
pirmas toks Lietuvoje” [Inga Ruginiené: the strike at "Achema" is the
first of its kind in Lithuanial, Irt.lt, 8 February
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/1609875/inga-ruginiene-
streikas-...; Violeta GrigaliGinaité, “Vilniaus vairuotojai baigia streika:
niekas nelaiméjo, bet niekas ir nepralaiméjo” [Vilnius drivers end
their strike: no one won, but no one lost either], 15min.lt, 22
December

2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/vilniaus-
vairuotojai-baig....

110For example, BNS, “Salyje vyks ,Nacionalinis migkasodis” ir akcija
.Darom™ ["National Afforestation” and “Darom” to take place
nationwide], 15min.lt, 23 April



2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/salyje-vyks-
nacionalinis-...; BNS, “Keturiose Salyse bus tvarkomas Baltijos pajaris,
talka vyks ir Karkléje” [The Baltic coast will be managed in four
countries, the cleanup will also take place in Karklé], 15min.It, 23 Apirl
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/keturiose-
salyse-bus-tvar..., “Mes Darom”, “Savanoriai iS5 visos Lietuvos
renginyje ,Darom prie jaros” tvirtino pajario kopas ir tvarké pakrante”
[Volunteers from all over Lithuania fixed coastal dunes and cleaned
the coast at the "Let's Do at the Seaside" event], “Mes Darom”, 29
August 2022, https://www.mesdarom.|t/2022/08/savanoriai-is-visos-
lietuvos-renginyje-....

111Gabrielé Sagaityté, Vaida Kalinkaité-Matuliauskiené, LRT.It, BNS,
“Prie Vyriausybeés - restorany protesto akcija dél PVM tarifo: tvirtina
esantys ant bedugnés krasto, perspéja apie atleidimus” [At the
Government - protest action by restaurants regarding the VAT rate:
claims to be on the edge of the abyss, warns of layoffs], Irt.lt, 27
September

2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/1787159/prie-
vyriausybes-restora...; LRT.It, “Naktj prie Zemés dkio ministerijos
surengtas protestas - kritikuojami ,sunkiai suvokiami sprendimai””
[At night, a protest was held near the Ministry of Agriculture -
"difficult to understand decisions" were criticized], Irt.It, 7 November
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/1815623/nakti-prie-
zemes-ukio-mi...;; BNS, “Protestas prieS fejerverkus: vieniems jie
geriau nei Zvaigzdés, kiti vengia dél augintiniy baimiy” [Protest
against fireworks: some prefer them to stars, others avoid them
because of pet fears], 15min.lt, 24 September
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/protestas-pries-
fejerverk...; Ignas Jacauskas, BNS, “Dél Traky rajono Svietimo jstaigy
pertvarkos - protestas prie Vyriausybés” [Regarding the
reorganization of educational institutions in the Trakai district - a
protest to the Government], 15min.lt, 30 March
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/del-traku-
rajono-svietimo...; Violeta Grigaliinaité, “Apie genocidg Saukiantys
Traky rajono gyventojai turés susitaikyti: mokyklas vis tiek
reorganizuos” [Residents of the Trakai district who shout about
genocide will have to accept: the schools will be reorganized anyway],
15min.lt, 19 April
2022, https://www.15min.Ilt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/protestuotojai-
prie-urm-r...; TV3.t, “Vilniuje - mitingas dél energetikos krizés:
susirinko apie 100 Zmoniy” [In Vilnius - a rally about the energy crisis:
about 100 people  gathered], tv3.It, 8 September
2022, https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/vilniuje-mitingas-del-
energetikos-k...; Paulius Perminas, BNS, “DeSimt savanoriy prie
Vyriausybés piketavo dél politikos migranty atzvilgiu” [Ten volunteers
picketed the Government regarding the policy towards migrants],
15min.lt, 15 June



2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/desimt-
savanoriu-prie-vyr....

112When during the ceremony honoring the victims of the
restoration of independence LSS-gathered protesters booed not only
the Speaker of the Seimas and the Prime Minister who gave
speeches, but also the laureate of the Freedom Prize, a long-time
fighter for Lithuania's freedom. Although later LSS apologized for
such actions towards the laureate, it did not improve the public
opinion. 15min.lt, “Sausio 13-osios minéjimas: ne tik valstybeés
vadovus, bet ir Laisvés premijos laureatus Sokirave protestuotojai
iSsiskirsté” [Commemoration of January 13: the protesters, who
shocked not only the heads of state, but also the laureates of the
Freedom Prize, dispersed], 15min.lt, 13 January
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/sausio-13-osios-
minejimas...; BNS, “Prezidentas pagaliau prabilo: Zuvusieji to
nenusipelné” [President has finally spoken: the fallen didn't deserve
it], alfa.lt, 13 January
2022, https://www.alfa.lt/aktualijos/lietuva/prezidentas-pagaliau-
prabilo-zuv...; Lithuanian Family Movement, “Atviras laiSkas Baznyciai"
[An open letter to the Church], Lithuanian Family Movement, 17
January 2022, https://seimusajudis.It/naujienos/atviras-laiskas-
baznyciai/.

113Vilnius municipality’s decisions not to issue permission to protest
during the celebration of Day of Restoration of Independence of
Lithuania on 16th of February (approved by the court later in April)
and not to issue permission for the gathering in May (denied by the
court of first instance in June) might also have influence. However,
actions that nevertheless took place attracted much less people.
diena.lt, “,Laisvés konvojaus” protestas Vilniuje neiSdege: vietoj
Zadetos vilkiky virtinés - keli automobiliai” [The "Freedom Convoy"
protest in Vilnius did not succeed: instead of the promised string of
tow trucks - several cars], diena.lt, 8 February
2022, https://www.diena.lt/naujienos/vilnius/miesto-pulsas/laisves-
konvojaus-...;  Nerijus Povilaitis, Dainora Panklné, “,Laisvés
konvojaus” akcija Vilniuje nepavyko: keliolika dalyviy blaskosi po
miestg” [The "Freedom Convoy" action in Vilnius failed: a dozen
participants wandered around the city], delfilt, 7 February
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/laisves-konvojaus-
akcija-viln...; Roberta Tracevi¢iaté, “Seimy sajudZio protestas prie
Seimo Zmoniy nesutrauké: klause, kur kiti?” [The protest of the
Family Movement in front of the Seimas did not attract people:
asked, where are the others?], 15min.lt, 21 June
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimu-sajudzio-
protestas-...; BNS, “Cmilyté-Nielsen: $eimy mardo dalyviy skaicius
rodo, kad organizacijos darbotvarke issikvepia” [Cmilyté-Nielsen: the
number of Family March participants shows that the organization's
agenda is running out of steam], tv3.lt, 26 October



2022, https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/cmilyte-nielsen-seimu-
marso-dalyviu....

114With various outcomes of the cases. For example, the court
supported the municipality in the case of non-issued permits for
protests on holiday of February 16 (non-issue of permissions were
based on specific time and place for the occasion, which competed
with festive events planned by the municipality. According to the
legal regulations, in such cases, the institutions have priority), but
recognized the non-issuance of permit for protest in May as
insufficiently reasoned. In November, a similar clash between LSS
and Vilnius municipality in 2021 was reminded by the reversal of an
earlier decision in a similar case by a higher court. This time, the
court justified the municipality as having offered a choice of
alternatives when it did not allow protests at a specific location due
to public safety during a pandemic. BNS, “Teismas: savivaldybé
pagristai Seimy sajudziui neiddavé leidimo mitingui Vasario 16-3jg"
[The court: the municipality rightly did not issue a permit for the rally
on February 16 to the Family Movement], 15min.lt, 15 April
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/teismas-
savivaldybe-pagri... ; KarStas komentaras, “Lietuvos Seimy sgjadis
laiméjo bylg dél Didziojo Seimy gynimo marSo 2022" [Lithuanian
Family Movement won the case regarding the Great Family Defense
March 2022], komentaras.lt, 28 June
2022, https://www.komentaras.It/lietuva/politika/lietuvos-seimu-
sajudis-laime...; Ignas Jacauskas, BNS, “Teismas: Vilniaus savivaldybé
teisétai neiddavé leidimo Seimy gynimo mar3ui” [Court: Vilnius
municipality did legally non-issue a permit for the Family Defense
March], 15 min.lt, 7 November
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/teismas-
vilniaus-savivald....

115Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Policija ruoSiasi protestams sausio 13-
3jg: tvers tvoras, tikrins autobusus, dalyvius” [The police are
preparing for protests on January 13: they will build fences, check
buses and participants], diena.lt, 12 February
2022, https://diena.lt/naujienos/vilnius/miesto-pulsas/policija-
ruosiasi-prot..., Modesta Gaucaité-Znutiené, LRT.It, BNS, “Policija
ruoSiasi Vasario 16-ajai: Pilies gatvéje jrengs barjerus, tikrins j Vilniy
atvykstantj transportg” [The police are preparing for February 16:
they will install barriers on Pilies street, check the transport coming
to Vilnius], Irt.It, 15 February
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1616534/policija-
ruosiasi-vasa...; ELTA, “Policija ruoSiasi: Seimy sajadis renkasi j nauja
protestg Katedros aikStéje” [The police are preparing: the Family
Movement is gathering for a new protest in Cathedral Square],
madeinvilnius.lt, 22 October
2022, https://madeinvilnius.lt/naujienos/lietuvos-naujienos/policija-
ruosiasi....



* T16Established by a person convicted of spying for Russia, “Forum of
Good Neighborhood” did not receive bigger support in Lithuania,
however, its representatives claimed taking the actions of “folk
diplomacy” by visiting A. Lukashenka in Minsk and later Kremlin
institutions in Moscow and were widely used by Russia’s and Belarus'
propaganda machines. The organization received VSD attention and
several subpoenas. Milena Andrukaityte, Jaraté Skeryte, BNS, “Pries
A.Paleckio asociacijg pradétas tyrimas del padéjimo veikti pries
Lietuva” [An investigation has been launched against A. Paleckis’
association for aiding and abetting against Lithuanial, 15min.lt, 5
August 2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/pries-a-
paleckio-fonda-pr...; BNS, “Po A.Paleckio interviu kreiptasi j teismg dél
,YouTube” veiklos” [After A. Paleckis' interview, a lawsuit was filed
regarding  YouTube's  activities], 15min.lt, 30 December
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/po-a-paleckio-
interviu-kr....

* 117Though in 2022, state and municipalities’ financing rose by more
than a third and tax payers allocated the record-high sum to the
organizations. Olia Zuravliova, NGO information and support center,
.NVO plétros aktualijos: NVO skaidrumo stiprinimas” [Current affairs
of NGO development: strengthening NGO transparency], NGO
information and support center, 24 October
2022, http://www.3sektorius.lt/docs/NVOpletra_2022-10-
24 20_59_01.Skaidrumas2..., p.4; NGO information and support
center, ,Paramos gavéjams pervesta visa GPM suma - 27,6 min.
eury” [The entire amount of GPM was transferred to the beneficiaries
- 27.6 million. euros],NGO information and support center, 25
November 2022, http://www.3sektorius.It/pilietines-
iniciatyvos/naujienos/2022-11-25-pa.... On the development of the
CSO sector see the reports of Civil Society Sustainability Index, e.g.,
since year 2014. FHI 360, USAID, ,Civil Society Organization

Sustainability Index (CSOsIy”, FHI
360, https://www.fhi360.0org/projects/civil-society-organization-
sustainabili...;  FHI 360, USAID, ,Civil Society Organization
Sustainability Index Data 2009-2021", European
Commission, https://composite-

indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/explorer/indices.... Also: LRT.It,
.Nevyriausybinés organizacijos stipréja, taciau traksta idéjy, atlygio ir
geresnio jvaizdzio” [NGOs are growing stronger, but lack ideas,
rewards and a better  image], Irt.lt, 10  November
2022, https://www.lIrt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1818495/nevyriausybin
es-organi....

* 118NGO information and support center, ,Teisingumas atstatytas -
1,2% GPM galéty gauti tik NVO” [Justice has been restored - 1.2% of
GPM could only be received by NGOs], NGO information and support
center, 7 June 2022, http://www.3sektorius.It/pilietines-
iniciatyvos/naujienos/2022-06-07-te...; Gabrielé Sagaityté, LRT.It, BNS,



.Vienas balsavimas ir |éSy nebegaus: sidlymg nebeskirti GPM
paramos mokykloms, darzeliams ar sody bendrijoms vadina
diskriminaciniu” [One vote and no more funds will be received: the
proposal to no longer allocate income tax support to schools,
kindergartens or garden associations is called discriminatory], Irt.lt, 7
June 2022, https://www.Irt.Ilt/naujienos/verslas/4/1711521/vienas-
balsavimas-ir-les....

119Augustas StankeviCius, BNS, Ignas Jacauskas, ,Seimas laikinai
uzdraudé rusiSkas ir baltarusiSkas televizijos, radijo programas”
[Seimas temporarily banned Russian and Belarusian television and
radio programs], Irt.lt, 22 September
2022, https://www.lIrt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1785350/seimas-
laikinai-uzdrau....

120Fo0 Yun Chee, ,EU bans RT, Sputnik over Ukraine disinformation”,
2 March 2022, https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-bans-rt-
sputnik-banned-over-ukr...; Chris Dziadul, ,EU bans more Russian
channels”, 4 May
2022, https://www.broadbandtvnews.com/2022/05/04/eu-to-ban-
more-russian-chann...; Andrew Rettman, ,,Next EU sanctions to strike
at Russia's pro-war media“, 12 December
2022, https://euobserver.com/world/156528.

121The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania, ,Sustabdytas
dar dviejy propagandiniy rusy kalba retransliuojamy televizijos
programy priémimas Lietuvos teritorijoje” [The reception of two
more propagandistic Russian-language television programs on the
territory of Lithuania has been suspended], The Radio and Television
Commission of Lithuania, 28 February
2022, https://www.rtk.It/It/naujienos/sustabdytas-dar-dvieju-
propagandiniu-ru....

122The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania, ,Lietuvos
radijo ir televizijos komisija priémé sprendimg sustabdyti Lietuvos
Respublikoje retransliuojamy ar platinamy internete televizijos
programy ,RT“, ,RT HD* ,RT SPANISH", ,RT DOCUMENTARY" ir ,RT
DOCUMENTARY HD" laisvg priéemimg” [The Radio and Television
Commission of Lithuania made a decision to suspend the free
reception of RT, RT HD, RT SPANISH, RT DOCUMENTARY and RT
DOCUMENTARY HD television programs rebroadcast or distributed
on the Internet in the Republic of Lithuania], The Radio and

Television Commission of Lithuania, 26 January
2022, https://www.rtk.It/It/naujienos/lietuvos-radijo-ir-televizijos-
komisija....

123The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania, ,Dél
dezinformacijos, karo kurstymo bei propagandos stabdomas
televizijos programos ,Mir” platinimas bei blokuojamos 57 interneto
svetaines” [Due to disinformation, warmongering and propaganda,
the distribution of the TV program "Mir" is stopped and 57 websites



are blocked], The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania, 9
March 2022, https://www.rtk.It/lt/naujienos/del-dezinformacijos-karo-
kurstymo-bei-p...; The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania,
.Stabdomas bendrovés ,Gazprom-Media” kontroliuojamy 32
televizijos programy retransliavimas Lietuvos Respublikos teritorijoje”
[The rebroadcasting of 32 television programs controlled by the
Gazprom-Media company on the territory of the Republic of
Lithuania is suspended], The Radio and Television Commission of
Lithuania, 20 April 2022, https://www.rtk.It/lt/naujienos/stabdomas-
bendroves-gazprom-media-kontr...; Ignas Jacauskas, BNS, ,Policija del
karo kurstymo ir propagandos apribojo prieigg prie keliasdeSimties
portaly” [The police restricted access to dozens of portals due to
incitement and propagandal, 15min.lt, 3 March
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/policija-del-
karo-kurstym....

124Union of Lithuanian Journalists, ,Bendrovei ,,Plunsta” skirta bauda
uz dezinformacijos skleidimga” [The company "Plunsta" was fined for
spreading disinformation], Union of Lithuanian Journalists, 24 March
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/ziniasklaida_lietuvoje/archyvas/p
15/bend...; Union of Lithuanian Journalists, ,UZ dezinformacijos
platinimg interneto svetainéje musutv.lt skirta bauda” [A fine was
imposed for spreading disinformation on the website musutv.lt],
Union of Lithuanian Journalists, 22 October
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/ziniasklaida_lietuvoje/archyvas/uz
dezin....

125Like the possibility to issue binding orders to the internet
providers to remove or disable access to prohibited information for
up to three days (or up to three months with the court's approval).
Ilgnas JaCauskas, BNS, ,Institucijos turés daugiau galiy riboti karo
propagandg” [Institutions will have more power to limit war
propagandal, 15min.lt, 19 April
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/institucijos-
tures-daugia....

126Jacauskas, BNS, ,Inspektorés tarnyba: teismas neleido stabdyti
prieigos prie ,Russia Today"” portaly” [Inspector's office: the court did
not allow blocking access to Russia Today's portals], 15min.lt, 23 May
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/inspektores-
tarnyba-teism....

127Milena Andrukaityte, BNS, ,DraudZiant propagandg - raginimai
kelti rastinguma, kritika dél populizmo, nepasitikéjimo” [Prohibiting
propaganda - appeals to raise literacy, criticism of populism and
mistrust], 15min.lt, 10 March
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/draudziant-
propaganda-rag....

128ELTA, ,Viceministras A. PranckeviCius Globalioje Ziniasklaidos
laisvés konferencijoje Taline: Lietuva iSliks prieglobsciu autoritariniy



rezimy persekiojamiems zurnalistams” [Vice Minister A. Pranckevicius
at the Global Media Freedom Conference in Tallinn: Lithuania will
remain a refuge for journalists persecuted by authoritarian regimes],
eltallt, 10 February 2022, https://www.elta.lt/It/pranesimai-
spaudai/viceministras-a-pranckevicius...; Ramanas Jakubauskas, BNS,
~Landsbergis: daugiau Rusijos Ziniasklaidos priemoniy svarsto, ar
kurtis Lietuvoje” [Landsbergis: more Russian media are considering
whether to set up in Lithuanial, 18 March
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/landsbergis-daugiau-
rusijos-z....

129Internet Media Association, ,Lietuvos naujieny portalai kolegoms
Ukrainoje: ,]Jas - ne vieni, esame pasirenge padéti* [Lithuanian news
portals to colleagues in Ukraine: "You are not alone, we are ready to
help"], 15min.lt, 25 February
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/lietuvos-
naujienu-portala....

u

130BNS, ,Lietuvoje pradéta retransliuoti Ukrainos ,UA: PBC" radijo
programa” [Rebroadcasting of the Ukrainian "UA: PBC" radio
program  has  started in  Lithuanial, vzlt, 4  April
2022, https://www.vz.lt/rinkodara/medijos/2022/04/04/lietuvoje-
pradeta-retran....

131tv3.1t, ,Startavo televizijos kanalas rusakalbei auditorijai - TV3
Plus” [A TV channel for the Russian-speaking audience - TV3 Plus -
was launched], tv3.lt, 1 June
2022, https://www.tv3.It/naujiena/zmones/startavo-televizijos-
kanalas-rusakal....

132Union of Lithuanian Journalists, ,ISplésta TVP kuriamy TV
programy retransliavimo Lietuvoje apréptis” [The rebroadcasting
coverage of TV programs created by TVP in Lithuania has been
expanded], Union of Lithuanian Journalists, 9  August
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/ziniasklaida_lietuvoje/archyvas/is
plesta....

133Internet Media Association, ,Siekiant stabdyti dezinformacija,
Lietuvos naujieny portalai iSjungia komentarus po publikacijomis
apie aktualijas” [In order to stop disinformation, Lithuanian news
portals turn off comments under publications about current events],
15min.lt, 24 February
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/siekiant-
stabdyti-dezinfo... .

134lgnas JaCauskas, BNS, ,Inspektorés tarnyba: teismas neleido
stabdyti prieigos prie ,Russia Today” portaly” [Inspector's office: the
court did not allow blocking access to Russia Today's portals],
15min.lt, 23 May
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/inspektores-
tarnyba-teism....



¢ 135Comparing to before February 24. As main reason for stopping
watching such programs 33 percent of the survey's respondents
named lack of (technical) opportunities, 40 percent - propaganda
and disinformation, 29 - distrust in information provided. The Radio
and Television Commission of Lithuania, ,,Rusy kalba retransliuojamy
TV programy Zziareéjimo jprociai Lietuvoje pasikeité” [The habits of
watching rebroadcast Russian TV programs have changed in
Lithuania], The Radio and Television Commission of Lithuania, 24
August 2022, https://www.rtk.It/It/naujienos/rusu-kalba-
retransliuojamu-tv-programu-... .

* 136Just to name a few: Miglé Kranceviciate, Sartnas (Vierniauskas, “Po
,Sienos” tyrimo - baudos uZ ukrainieciy iSnaudojimg” [After "Siena"
investigation - fines for exploitation of Ukrainians], siena.lt, 6 June
2022, https://www.siena.lt/news/po-sienos-tyrimo-baudos-uz-
ukrainieciu-isnaud...; 15min.lt, “15min tyrimo rezultatai: ,Regitroje” -
sulaikymai ir kratos, jtarimai pareiksti 12 asmeny” [15min
investigation results: in "Regitra" - arrests and searches, suspicions
were brought against 12 persons], 15min.lt, 13 December
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/15min-tyrimo-
rezultatai-r...; Valdemaras Suk3ta, LRT.It, “Po LRT tyrimo - STT Zodis:
pareignai, nagrinédami galimg korupcijg Kauno savivaldybéje,
vertina ir aplinkybes dél Zemés sklypy” [After the LRT investigation -
STT's word: officials, when examining possible corruption in the
Kaunas municipality, also assess the circumstances regarding land
plots], Irt.lt, 10 November
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1818274/po-Irt-tyrimo-
prokurat...,; LaisvésTV, “Seimas apribojo amzinuosius ligoniniy
vadovus | PaZemintyjy palata | Laisvés TV tyrimas” [Seimas limited
the permanent managers of hospital | Ward of the Humiliated |
Laisvées TV investigation], LaisvesTV Youtube channel, 21
April, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5yU2uFYeMLs&list=PL8TBk5U11zT78_D5WEklo.... Also on the
disinformators’ network disclosed - LRT investigations, “LRT tyrimas.
Lietuvos ,penktoji kolona” Rusijos propagandg platina Seimos
gyneéjai, sektos ir knygy apie Staling leidéjai” [LRT investigation.
Lithuania's "fifth column™: Russian propaganda is spread by family
defenders, sects and publishers of books about Stalin], Irt.lt, 23
August 2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/Irt-tyrimai/5/1700792/Irt-
tyrimas-lietuvos....

* 137Debunk.org collected a lot of various examples, when Facebook
accounts (some of them popular and influential) were controversially
suspended or even banned for posting pro-Ukrainian messages: part
of these bans were due to inaccurate translation, part - for the same
words or ideas, which pro-Russian accounts used without any
restrictions, etc. The fact that the restrictions seemed illogical,
disproportionate or asymmetric caused a great wave of discontent.
For a summary see, for example, Modesta Gaucaité-Znutiené, LRT.It,



BNS, “,Maskolija” ir ,Putino zombiai“: nesuprasdamas lietuviy kalbos
.Facebook” blokuoja net ir renkancius paramg Ukrainai” ["Maskolija"
and "Putin's zombies": not understanding the Lithuanian language,
Facebook blocks even those who gather support for Ukraine], LRT.It,
21 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1849845/maskolija-ir-
putino-zo....

138Further steps are expected in the year 2023. The Office of the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania, “Sidlomas sprendimas dél
socialiniy medijy platformy jraSy blokavimo ar apribojimy”
[Proposed solution for blocking or restricting posts on social media
platforms], Government of the Republic of Lithuania, 14 December
2022, https://Irv.It/It/naujienos/siulomas-sprendimas-del-socialiniu-
mediju-p...; Paulius Perminas, BNS, “Viceministré: ,Meta” atstovai
sausj atvyks | Lietuvg aptarti ,Facebook” turinio blokavimo” [Vice
Minister: "Meta" representatives will come to Lithuania in January to
discuss the blocking of Facebook content], KaunoDiena.lt, 16
December

2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/viceministre-
meta-ats...; Dainora Pankdné, “] kovg prie$ feisbuko algoritmus kyla
jau ir valdzia: taip lengvai jie neiSsisuks” [The government is also
joining the fight against Facebook's algorithms: they won't get away
SO easily], delfi.lt, 21 December
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/i-kova-pries-feisbuko-
algorit...; BNS, “Seimo komitetas aiskinsis nepagrjsto Ukrainos rémeéjy
blokavimo ,Facebook” priezastis” [The Seimas committee will
investigate the reasons for the unjustified blocking of Ukrainian
supporters on Facebook], 15min.lt, 21 December
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimo-
komitetas-aiskinsis....

139Ignas Jacauskas, BNS, “LRTK sitlo reguliuoti vaizdo tinkarastininky
veiklg, dalj jy prilyginant Ziniasklaidai” [LRTK proposes to regulate the
activities of video bloggers, equating some of them with mass media],

15min.lt, 19 January
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/lrtk-siulo-
reguliuoti-vai..., Union of Lithuanian Journalists, ,VieSosioms

konsultacijoms paskelbtos vlogeriy veiklos reguliavimo gaires”
[Guidelines for the regulation of vlogger activities were published for
public consultation], Union of Lithuanian Journalists, 20 January
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/ziniasklaida_lietuvoje/archyvas/p
15/vies...; delfi.lt, “Ekspertai: tinklarastininky veikla Lietuvoje turi bati
prizidrima kaip ir kitose Salyse” [Experts: the activities of bloggers in
Lithuania must be supervised as in other countries], delfilt, 21
January 2022, https://www.delfi.lt/m360/naujausi-
straipsniai/ekspertai-tinklarastinin...; Ignas Ja€auskas, BNS, “LRTK
Ziniasklaidai prilygino dalj vaizdo tinklarastininky, Malinauskas sako,
kad | kritikg nebuvo atsizvelgta” [LRTK equated some of the video



bloggers with the media, Malinauskas says that the criticism was not
taken into account], Irt.It, 31 March
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1659443/Irtk-
ziniasklaidai-pri...; BNS, “LRTK skyre jspéjimg tinklarastininkui S.
Malinauskui, nesutikusiam oficialiai registruotis” [LRTK issued a
warning to blogger S. Malinauskas, who did not agree to officially
register], vz.lt, 14 November
2022, https://www.vz.It/rinkodara/medijos/2022/11/14/Irtk-skyre-
ispejima-tink....

140For example, Union of Lithuanian Journalists, ,Ekspertai sidlo,
kaip institucijos turety teikti informacijg redakcijoms nepazeidziant
duomeny apsaugos” [Experts suggest how institutions should
provide information to newsrooms without violating data protection],
Union of Lithuanian Journalists, 13 February
2022, http://www.lzs.It/It/naujienos/ziniasklaida_lietuvoje/archyvas/p
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personalo trikumas, mazos algos, iSdéstymas” [Chairperson of the
Council of Judges: the pain points of the judicial system - lack of
personnel, low salaries, arrangement], Irtt, 11 November
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1819332/teiseju-
tarybos-pirmin....

164jurgita Andriejauskaité, BNS, “E.Dobrowolska: teiséjy atlyginimo
klausimas Seimui turéty bati teikiamas rudenj” [E. Dobrowolska: the
issue of judges' salaries should be presented to the Seimas in the
fall], 15min.lt, 4 August
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/e-dobrowolska-
teiseju-atl... ; Gerda Papartyté, LRT.It, “Daug diskusijy sukélusi
valstybés tarnybos reforma atidedama, bet ekspertas jsitikines - ji
reikalinga” [The civil service reform, which caused a lot of debate, is
postponed, but the expert is convinced that it is necessary], Irt.lt, 26
October 2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1799187/daug-
diskusiju-sukelus....

165Austéja Masiokaité-Liubiniené, BNS, “N. Grunskiené: atlyginimai
nekonkurencingi, sglygos tragiskos - Kédainiuose net jgriuvo stogas”
[N. Grunskiené: wages are uncompetitive, conditions are tragic - even
the roof collapsed in Keédainiai], Klaipeda.Diena.lt, 6 October
2022, https://klaipeda.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/teisejai-su-
seimo-...; Saulius ChadasevicCius, Jaraté Skéryté, 15min, BNS,
“Generaliné prokuroré iS Seimo tribanos: ,Pradedantis prokuroras
negauna 1500 eury j rankas™ [Prosecutor General from the tribune
in the Seimas: "A beginning prosecutor does not receive 1,500 euros
in his hands"], 15min.lt, 11 October
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/generaline-
prokurore-is-s....

166European Commission, “2022 Rule of Law Report: Country
Chapter on the rule of law situation in Lithuania”, accompanying the
document “Communication from the Commission to the European
Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social
Committee and the Committee of the Regions: 2022 Rule of Law
Report. The rule of law situation in the European Union”, European
Commission, 13 July
2022, https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2022-
07/35_1_193984_coun_chap...; https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu
/lietuva/tiesiog-nepadare-darbo-vy... ; Margiris Meilutis, “,Tiesiog
nepadare darbo”: Vyriausybei - kritikos strélés dél klampaus teiséjy
kelio | europinius teismus” ["Just didn't do the job" To the
Government - arrows of criticism due to the sticky path of judges to



European courts], 15min.lt, 10 October
2022, https://www.15min.It/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/komisija-ragina-
teiseju-s....

167Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Prezidentas dél S. Sedbaro: politiko
skyrimas gali tapti precedentu politizuoti KT” [President regarding S.
Sedbaras: the appointment of a politician may become a precedent
for  politicizing the  KT], KaunoDiena.lt, 15 December
2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/lietuva/politika/prezidentas-
del-s-sed....

168Most notably, appointments to LAT: BNS, “Paskirti Auksciausiojo ir
Apeliacinio teismy skyriy vadovai” [The heads of the Chapters of
Supreme and Appellate courts have been appointed], 15min.It, 10
November

2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/paskirti-
auksciausiojo-ir...; Jaraté Skéryté, BNS, “Paskelbta atranka | LAT
pirmininko pareigas” [The selection for the position of LAT chairman
has been announced], Irt.lt, 23 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1851795/paskelbta-
atranka-i-la....

169Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Lithuania, “Bus jtvirtinta
vienoda ESTT ir EZTT teiséjy sitlymo tvarka” [A uniform procedure for
proposing judges of the CJEU and ECtHR will be established],
Government of the Republic of Lithuania, 23 December
2022, https://tm.Irv.It/It/naujienos/bus-itvirtinta-vienoda-estt-ir-eztt-
teis..; Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Teisingumo ministré: nauji
kandidatai j EZTT bus teikiami pakeitus atrankos tvarka” [Minister of
Justice: new candidates for the ECtHR will be submitted after
changing the selection procedure], 15min.lt, 3 November
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/teisingumo-
ministre-nauiji....

170Started in the summer 2021, see more: NIT2022.

171The Seimas Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania,
“The Seimas Ombudsperson voiced criticism over reception
conditions in Kybartai Foreigners’ Registration Centre”, The Seimas
Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania, 25 January
2022, https://www.Irski.lt/en/naujienos/the-seimas-ombudsperson-
expressed-her... (full version of the report available: The Seimas
Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania, “Ataskaita dél
uzsienieCiy zmogaus teisiy ir laisviy uztikrinimo valstybés sienos
apsaugos tarnybos prie Lietuvos Respublikos Vidaus reikaly
ministerijos Kybarty uzsienieCiy registracijos centre” [Report on
ensuring the human rights and freedoms of foreigners at the State
Border Guard Service under the Ministry of the Interior of the
Republic of Lithuania at the Kybartai Foreigners' Registration Center],
The Seimas Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania, 24
January 2022, https://www.lrski.lt/wp-



content/uploads/2022/01/Final_Ataskaita_Kybarta...); BNS, “EP
delegacija ragina uztikrinti iS Baltarusijos atvykusiy migranty teises
Lietuvoje” [The EP delegation calls for ensuring the rights of migrants
from Belarus in Lithuanial, 15min.lt, 3 March
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/ep-delegacija-
ragina-uzti..., Doctors Without Borders, “Lithuania: Discriminatory
detention practices compound people’s trauma”, Doctors Without
Borders, 30 August
2022, https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/lithuania-
discriminatory-d...; Amnesty International, “Lithuania: Pushbacks,
illegal detention, deception and abuses against refugees and
migrants”, Amnesty International, 27 June
2022,  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/06/lithuania-
pushbacks-ille... (full report: Amnesty International, “Lithuania:
Forced out or locked up - Refugees and migrants abused and
abandoned”, Amnesty International, 27 June
2022, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur53/5735/2022/en/
)i The Seimas Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania,
“According to the Seimas Ombudsperson, long-term de facto
detention at residential container camp in Medininkai equals to
degrading treatment of persons held there”, The Seimas
Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania, 25 July
022, https://www.lrski.lt/en/naujienos/according-to-the-seimas-
ombudsperson-... (full version of the report available: The Seimas
Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of Lithuania, “Report on
ensuring human rights and freedoms of foreign nationals in
Medininkai Foreigners’ Registration Centre of the tate Border Guard
Service under the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of
Lithuania”, The Seimas Ombudsmen's Office of the Republic of
Lithuania, 7 July 2022, https://www.lrski.lt/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/Report-on-MFRC_1.pdf); Doctors Without
Borders, “Repeated pushbacks at Lithuanian border cause mental
and physical suffering to people on the move”, Doctors Without
Borders, 19 September
2022, https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/repeated-
pushbacks-lithuan...; Doctors Without Borders, “Migrants left to
languish in freezing temperatures between the borders of Belarus,
Lithuania, and Latvia”, Doctors Without Borders, 15 December
2022, https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/migrants-left-
languish-fre....

172In September 2022, institutions counted that from almost 4,2
thousand migrants, who entered the state in summer 2021, only 550
stayed in the country. The Ministry of Interior reported that after the
temporary detention period ended and the right to move was
regained, hundreds of the migrants left. Asylum was granted (as in
September 2022) to only 139 persons, to more than 2,5 thousand it
was declined and the examination of another 1.5 thousand
applications was terminated because applicants fled Lithuania.



Margiris Meilutis, “Migranty antplddzio palikimas: Lietuvoje yra tik
550 i$ daugiau nei 4 tdkstanciy” [The legacy of the influx of migrants:
only 550 out of more than 4 thousand in Lithuania now], 15min.It, 15
September

2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/migrantu-
antpludzio-palik...; Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of
Lithuania, “Daugumos neteiséty migranty gyvenimas Lietuvoje
nedomina, jy tikslas - Vakary Europa” [Most illegal migrants are not
interested in life in Lithuania, their destination is Western Europe],
Government of the Republic of Lithuania, 28 July
2022, https://vrm.rv.It/lt/naujienos/daugumos-neteisetu-migrantu-
gyvenimas-|....

173In 2022, more than 11 thousands of such cases were counted
(including retries). And from the August 2021, than such practice was
legalized - almost 19,5 thousands (including retries). State Border
Guard Service under the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of
Lithuania, “Nejleisty neteiséty migranty statistika” [Statistics of illegal
migrants not admitted], Government of the Republic of Lithuania, 17

March 2022, viewed on 2 January
2023, https://vsat.Irv.It/It/naujienos/neileistu-neteisetu-migrantu-
statistika.

174BNS, “Seimo Zmogaus teisiy komitetas: ,Lietuvoje esantys
migrantai turi teise pateikti prieglobscio prasyma™ [The Human
Rights Committee of the Seimas: "Migrants have the right to apply for
asylum in Lithuania "1, BNS, 15 December
2022, https://sc.bns.It/view/item/453918.

175Jurga Bakaité, LRT.It, “CJEU finds Lithuania’s migrant policies in
violation of EU law”, Irt.It, 30 June 2022, https://www.Irt.It/en/news-in-
english/19/1730702/cjeu-finds-lithuania-s....

176For example, BNS, “EZTT - Kubos, Sirijos, Irako pilie¢iy skundai dél
nejleidimo j Lietuva, laisvés suvarzymo” [In the ECHR - complaints of
citizens of Cuba, Syria, and Iraq regarding denial of entry to Lithuania,

restriction of freedom], 15min.lt, 2 January
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/eztt-kubos-
sirijos-irako-....

177See the example of the argumentation: BNS/TBT, “Lithuania must
defend itself, won't back down from its decisions on migrants -
minister”, The Baltic Times, 1 July
2022, https://www.baltictimes.com/lithuania_must_defend_itself__wo
n_t_back_do....

178Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “,Romuva” praso sustiprintos EZTT
sprendimo priezidros, Seime vél nepritarus pripazinimui” ["Romuva"
is asking for enhanced supervision of the ECtHR's decision, after the
Seimas once again did not approve the recognition], Irt.lt, 5 October
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1793508/romuva-



praso-sustiprin...; Milena Andrukaityté, “Seimo ZTK vadovas tikisi, kad
~Romuvos” klausimg iSspres pataisos dél religiniy bendrijy” [The head
of the Human Rights Committee at the Seimas hopes that the
"Romuva" issue will be resolved by the amendments regarding
religious communities], 15min.lt, 23 October
2022, https://www.15min.|t/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/seimo-ztk-
vadovas-tikisi-....

179Milena Andrukaityté, Jaraté Skeéryté, BNS, “Konstitucinis Teismas
nutraukée bylg deél galimybiy paso” [The Constitutional Court
terminated the case regarding the opportunity passport], Irt.lt, 9
February

2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1611073/konstitucinis-
teismas-...; Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “KT grazino teismui prasyma
jvertinti buvusj reikalavimg dél kaukiy pradinukams” [KT returned to
the court the request to assess the former demand for elementary
school  children to  wear  masks], Irtlt, 28  April
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1683474/kt-grazino-
teismui-pra...; Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “KT nutrauké bylg dél
buvusio reikalavimo grjztant j Lietuvg turéti neigiamg COVID-19 testg”
[KT terminated the case regarding the former requirement to have a
negative COVID-19 test when returning to Lithuania], 15min.lt, 25
May 2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/kt-
nutrauke-byla-del-buvu....

180Margiris Meilutis, “D.Zalimas nesutinka nekritikuoti: Konstitucinis
Teismas yra smukimo stadijoje” [D. Zalimas does not agree not to
criticize: the Constitutional Court is in a state of descent], 15min.lt, 13
May 2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/d-zalimas-
nesutinka-nekri...; Jaraté Skéryté, Modesta Gaucaité-Znutiené, BNS,
LRT.It, “KT sprendimas dél galimybiy paso kelia klausimuy: reikia, kad
spekuliacijoms bty padétas taskas” [The KT decision on the
opportunity passport raises questions: speculation needs to be put
to rest], Irt.lt, 9 February
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1611201/kt-
sprendimas-del-

gali...; https://www.bns.It/topic/1912/news/65656847/.

181In October, KT also anounced, that after all it will nevertheless
consider the case (another one) on the ,Opportunity passport”.
Stasys Gudavicius, “D. JoCiené: Konstitucinis Teismas vis délto
pasisakys dél galimybiy paso teisétumo” [D. Jociené: The
Constitutional Court will nevertheless rule on the legality of the
opportunity passport], vz.lt, 5 October 2022, https://www.vz.It/verslo-
aplinka/2022/10/05/d-jociene-konstitucinis-tei...; Constitutional Court
of the Republic of Lithuania, “The legal regulation relating to the
requirement to be tested for a communicable disease in order to
carry out the specified work or to engage in a certain activity is not in
conflict with the Constitution”, Constitutional Court of the Republic of
Lithuania, 12 October 2022, content updated on 8 November



2022, https://Irkt.It/en/about-the-court/news/1342/the-legal-
regulation-relat...; Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania,
“On the right of the National Public Health Centre to assign binding
measures to employees for the control of communicable diseases in
humans”, Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania, 21 June
2022, content updated on 17 August 2022, https://Irkt.It/en/about-
the-court/news/1342/on-the-right-of-the-nation....

182Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania, “On the power
of the Seimas Ombudspersons transferred to the Intelligence
Ombudspersons to investigate complaints about the abuse of
authority or bureaucratic intransigence by officials of intelligence
institutions”, Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania, 29
December 2022, content updated on 3  January
2023, https://Irkt.It/en/about-the-court/news/1342/on-the-power-of-
the-seimas...; Office of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
“Seimas atmeté Respublikos Prezidento veto dél Zvalgybos
kontrolieriy jstatymo” [Seimas rejected the veto of the President of
the Republic on the Law on Intelligence Ombudspersons], Irs.lt, 23
December 2021, https://www.Irs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=35435&p_k=1&p_t=279430; Milena Andrukaityté, BNS, “Grupé
Seimo opozicijos atstovy kreipési j KT dél Zvalgybos kontrolieriy
jstatymo” [A group of opposition representatives of the Seimas
appealed to the KT regarding the Law on Intelligence
Ombudspersons], Irt.It, 21 January
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1594165/grupe-seimo-
opozicijos....

183Lithuanian Prison Service, “Lietuvoje jkalinty asmeny mazéja -
neliko né 5 tdkstanciy” [The number of imprisoned persons in
Lithuania is decreasing - there are not even 5 thousand left],
Lithuanian Prison Service, 26 August
2022, http://www.kaldep.lt/It/kalejimu-
departamentas/auktualijos/naujienos-ka....

184All communications, except with a lawyer, and state, local
government or international institutions. BNS, “Seimas prevencijos
tikslais leido laikinai riboti nuteistyjy skambucius” [Seimas, for the
purpose of prevention, allowed a temporary restriction on the calls of
convicts], Irt.lt, 23 December
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1852169/seimas-
prevencijos-tik....

185Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Lithuania, “Seimas pritaré
Bausmiy vykdymo sistemos pertvarkai” [Seimas approved the
restructuring of the Penalty Execution System], Government of the
Republic of Lithuania, 28 June
2022, https://tm.Irv.It/It/naujienos/seimas-pritare-bausmiu-vykdymo-
sistemos-....



* 186Reform'’s intention is to centralise the police structure, functions
and administrative processes in order to provide better services for
the residents. Vilmantas Venckdnas, “Policija sudrebins reforma:
atsiras 5 apygardos, zada geresne pagalbg regiony gyventojams” [The
police will be shaken by the reform: 5 districts will appear, promising
better assistance to the residents of the regions], tv3.lt, 23 June
2022, https://www.tv3.It/naujiena/lietuva/policija-sudrebins-reforma-
atsiras-...; https://policija.lrv.It/It/naujienos/policijos-pertvarka-
greitesnis-rea....

* 187Ingrida Steniuliené, BNS, “Vilniaus policija pradéjo dirbti pagal
naujg modelj, tarnybg paliko apie 60 pareigtny” [Vilnius police
started working according to a new model, about 60 officers left the
service], KaunoDiena.lt, 1 June
2022, https://kauno.diena.lt/naujienos/vilnius/miesto-pulsas/vilniaus-
policij...; Gytis Pankdnas, LRT.It, “Policininky stoka émé badyti akis:
poroje su pareignu - policijos remejas ar Saulys” [The shortage of
police officers has begun to sting: a police supporter or a member of
Riflemen's Union paired with an officer], Irtlt, 3 October
2022,  https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1788418/policininku-
stoka-eme-...; Office of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,
“Seimo LSDP frakcijos praneSimas: ,Ministré A. Bilotaité gyvena
paralelinéje realybéje”: profsgjungos ir socialdemokratai jspéja dél
kritinés padéties” [Report of the LSDP faction of the Seimas: "Minister
A. Bilotaité lives in a parallel reality": trade unions and social
democrats warn of a critical situation], Irs.lt, 26 October
2022, https://www.lIrs.It/sip/portal.show?
p_r=36002&p_k=18&p_t=282685.

* 188Vilmorus data showed the share of trusting residents fluctuating
between 61 and 67 percent in 2022. Vilmorus, “Pasitikéjimas
institucijomis” [Trust in institutions], viewed from 1 January 2022 to 3
January 2023, http://www.vilmorus.It/index.php?
mact=News,cntnt01,detail, 0&cntntO1arti...; Lithuanian Department of
Statistics,  “Policijos  pareigny mazéja, bet traukiasi ir
nusikalstamumas” [The number of police officers is decreasing, but
o] is crime], 15min.lt, 21 June
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/policijos-
pareigunu-maze;j....

* 189Public servants, businessmen and all population ranked
corruption as (respectively) 6th, 5-6th or 4th most relevant country’s
problem out of 18 in the representative surveys. Surveys were
carried out in September-November 2021. The Special Investigation
Service of the Republic of Lithuania, “,Lietuvos Korupcijos Zzemélapis
2021": Tyrimo duomeny pristatymas” [2021 map of corruption in
Lithuania: Presentation of research data], The Special Investigation
Service of the Republic of Lithuania, February
2022, https://www.stt.It/data/public/uploads/2022/02/lkz_2021_prista

tymas.pdf (full version available: The Special Investigation Service of



the Republic of Lithuania, Vilmorus, “Lietuvos Korupcijos Zzemélapis
2021: 2021 m. rugséjis - lapkritis” [2021 map of corruption in
Lithuania: 2021 September - November], The Special Investigation
Service of the Republic of Lithuania, February
2022, https://www.stt.It/data/public/uploads/2022/02/stt-ataskaita-
2021.ppt).

190Taking into account statistical errors. A year ago, the share of
those who gave a bribe in the last 12 months was correspondingly
equal to 9%, 4% and 1%, two years ago - 10%, 5% and 2%, in contrast
to 22%, 17 % and 17% (in 2014) in year 2011. Ibid.

191Corruption as a problem for business development was
mentioned by 7 percent of the businessmen (15 percent in 2020),
evaluation of several indicators of fair competitiveness in public
procurements also increased. Ibid.

192Evaluated as the most corrupt both by all population (respectively
49%, 38%, 31%, 23%) and businessmen (respectively 36%, 29%, 25%,
24%) and civil servants (respectively 49%, 30%, 33%, 38%). Ibid.

193The Agenda aims to create a corruption-resistant environment in
both public sector and business by forming anti-corruption attitudes
and developing anti-corruption competences; seeking sustainable
preventive solutions; and effective corruption control as well as
ensuring the rule of law. Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, “2022-
2033 mety nacionaliné darbotvarké korupcijos prevencijos
klausimais” [2022-2033 National Agenda on Corruption Prevention
Issues], The Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Lithuania,
28 June
2022, https://www.stt.lt/data/public/uploads/2022/08/stt_darbotvark
e_lt.pdf.

194The Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Lithuania,
“Korupcijos prevencijos jstatymo naujovés: pakeistos Teisés akty
projekty antikorupcinio vertinimo taisyklés” [Innovations in the
Prevention of Corruption Law: the rules for anti-corruption
assessment of legal acts have been changed], The Special
Investigation Service of the Republic of Lithuania, 25 January
2022, https://www.stt.|lt/naujienos/7464/korupcijos-prevencijos-
istatymo-naujo....

195The Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Lithuania,
“Pagal Korupcijos prevencijos jstatymg atnaujintas korupcijos
prevencijos planavimo dokumenty rengimas” [In accordance with the
Prevention of Corruption Law, the preparation of planning
documents for the prevention of corruption has been renewed],
15min.lt, 23 February
2022, https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/pagal-
korupcijos-prevenci....



* 196Paulius Perminas, BNS, “Dalyje ministerijy - nauji etatai

korupcijos prevencijai” [Some of the ministries have new positions for
corruption prevention], Irt.It, 31 July
2022, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1749481/dalyje-
ministeriju-nau....

197Marius  MonkevicCius, LRT.It, “Techninés patikros metu
automobilyje palikai pinigy - lauk nemalonumuy: ar tokia tvarka bus
efektyvi, jos rengéjai nedrjsta prognozuoti” [If you left money in the
car during the technical inspection - wait for trouble: whether this
procedure will be effective, its organizers do not dare to predict],
Irt.lt, 10 April
2022, https://www.Irt.lt/naujienos/eismas/7/1664629/technines-
patikros-metu-a...; ,Transparency International” Lithuanian Chapter,
“Neuztenka jmonés viduje pasitvirtinti antikorupcine programg,
svarbu, jog ji veikty” [It is not enough to have an anti-corruption
program in the company, it is important that it works], “Transparency
International” Lithuanian Chapter, 22 November
2022, https://www.transparency.lt/neuztenka-imones-viduje-
pasitvirtinti-antik...; ,Transparency International” Lithuanian Chapter,
“Vyriausybé, ministerijos turéty skirti tinkamg démesj korupcijos
prevencijai” [The government and ministries should pay proper
attention to the prevention of corruption], ,Transparency
International” Lithuanian Chapter, 23 November
2022, https://www.transparency.lt/reiketu-tinkamo-vyriausybes-
ministeriju-dem...; ,Transparency International” Lithuanian Chapter,
“Antikorupcinés programos jstaigose vis dar ganétinai biurokratinis
veiksmas” [Anti-corruption programs in institutions are still a rather
bureaucratic act], ,Transparency International” Lithuanian Chapter,
23 November 2022, https://www.transparency.lt/antikorupcines-
programos-istaigose-vis-dar-...; delfi.lt, “IS esmés: Vyriausybé uzmirso
apie kova su korupcija?” [In the essence: The government forgot
about the fight against corruption?], delfilt, 24 November
2022, https://www.delfi.lt/video/laidos/is-esmes/is-esmes-vyriausybe-
uzmirso-....
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