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Country Report on Terrorism 2019 - Chapter 4 - Afghanistan

Afghanistan. Terrorist and insurgent groups exploit Afghanistan’s ungoverned spaces, including the
border region of Afghanistan and Pakistan. Islamic State’s Khorasan Province (ISIS-K), elements of al-
Qa'ida, including affiliate al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), and terrorist groups targeting
Pakistan, such as Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, continued to use the Afghanistan-Pakistan border region
as a safe haven. Despite progress against ISIS-K in late 2019, the Government of National Unity
(GNU) struggled to assert control over this remote terrain, where the population is largely detached
from national institutions. U.S. and Afghan security forces partnered in numerous counterterrorism
operations against ISIS-K and AQIS, including an operation in September, which eliminated AQIS
leader Asim Umar in Helmand province.

The potential for WMD trafficking and proliferation remained a concern. In 2019, the United States
and Afghanistan continued to work to finalize a bilateral framework to help Afghanistan enhance its
capabilities to prevent, detect, and respond to nuclear and other radioactive material smuggling
incidents.  The Afghanistan and U.S. governments also continued to work to implement
comprehensive strategic trade controls and strengthen Afghanistan’s border security.
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ecoi.net is run by the Austrian Red Cross (department ACCORD) in cooperation with Informationsverbund Asyl & Migration. ecoi.net is funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Austrian Ministry of
the Interior and Caritas Austria. ecoi.net is supported by ECRE & UNHCR.
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