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How Human Rights Watch Mitigates Harm
when Publishing Open-Source Analysis

Iran Research Highlights Risks of Arrests and Detentions

Shayan Sardarizadeh, a journalist at BBC Verify, warned on March 9 that
great care was needed in publishing analysis of videos from Iran to avoid
putting people at risk of identification and detention. He highlighted the
risk that publishing the coordinates of videos could reveal the home
addresses of the people who had filmed them.

He illustrated this risk by highlighting two videos that the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps’ Intelligence Organization had recently
published. Both showed the arrest of several Iranians, allegedly for filming
and sharing videos of US-Israeli strikes that they had taken from the
windows of their homes. The videos included coerced “confessions” of
detainees with intelligence officials threatening them with long prison
terms.

This is a warning that Human Rights Watch takes seriously. Since January,
Human Rights Watch has documented massacres of protesters and
bystanders and their arbitrary arrests and forced disappearances in Iran.
With no physical access to the country and a government that has
imposed severe communications restrictions, open-source information is
essential to the analysis. Researchers painstakingly geolocated one key
video filmed during that period to a major road in a small town. In line
with the organization’s efforts to be transparent, researchers discussed
including the name of the town. However, the video was clearly taken
from an apartment building.

Iran researcher Bahar Saba documented how security forces were going
to people’s homes, searching through their phones and threatening and
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arresting people they suspected were uploading videos online.

In light of this risk, researchers decided to omit the name of the town in
the video and keep the location vague. This is in line with Human Rights
Watch's policy of not hyperlinking to sensitive footage, including
coordinates or detailed descriptions of footage taken from someone’s
house or other sensitive locations that we take as a precaution.

During wars and crises, publicly available information is essential for the
documentation of violations of international human rights law and
international humanitarian law. Human Rights Watch is aware that
although this information is public, sharing it still runs a risk of putting
people in harm's way. Researchers at the organization mitigate this by
excluding detailed information that might put people at risk, while
working closely with people who have the contextual knowledge needed
to help make these decisions.

Associated documents

Document ID 2138161 Translation / language version

18 March 2026 | HRW - Human Rights Watch  (Author)
Iran

Article on the risks of publishing analyses that could put
people at risk of identification and detention

Comment Human Rights Watch limite les risques lors de la
publication d'analyses issues de sources ouvertes (Appeal or News
Release, French)

ID 2138162

ecoi.net description:

Article on the risks of publishing analyses that could put people at risk of
identification and detention

Country:
Iran

Source:
HRW - Human Rights Watch  (Author)


https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11207.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11207.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2138162.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2138162.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2138162.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2138162.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11207.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11207.html

Published:
18 March 2026

Original link:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/03/18/how-human-rights-watch-mitigates-
harm-when-publishing-open-source-analysis

Document type:
Appeal or News Release

Language:
English

Available on ecoi.net since:
25 March 2026

Document ID:
2138161

Austrian Red Cross Wiedner HauptstraRe Contact

32, 1041 Wien

Austrian Centre for Imprint & Disclaimer

Country of Origin and T+43 1589 00 583 FAQ.
Asylum Research and

Y ) F+43 1589 00 589 Data Protection Notice
Documentation

(ACCORD) info@ecoi.net

ecoi.net is run by the Austrian Red Cross (department ACCORD) in cooperation with Informationsverbund Asyl &
Migration. ecoi.net is funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Austrian Ministry of the Interior
and Caritas Austria. ecoi.net is supported by ECRE & UNHCR.

-
+ ACCO RD = Bundesministerium b
STERREICHISCHES ROTES KREUZ SRR RS nnerEs < Informxtiensverbund

() UNHCR

L Mkt g Lo o1 Fld ik
0B P 8 B A


https://www.ecoi.net/
https://www.ecoi.net/
tel:+43158900583
tel:+43158900589
mailto:info@ecoi.net
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/contact/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/imprint/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/f.a.q/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/data-protection-notice/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/03/18/how-human-rights-watch-mitigates-harm-when-publishing-open-source-analysis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/03/18/how-human-rights-watch-mitigates-harm-when-publishing-open-source-analysis

	iran1234
	Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale

	1234. 260615 - Iran. Human Rights Watch (HRW). How Human Rights Watch Mitigates Harm when Publishing Open-Source Analysis. Udg. 18. marts 2026

