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Document #2010937

HRW – Human Rights Watch

What Does Burundi Have To Hide? 

UN Should Step Up Scrutiny of Abuses Ahead of 2020 Elections

Last week, several Security Council members signaled continued concern for the 

situation in Burundi, highlighting rising political repression

(https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/12/burundi-rampant-abuses-against-opposition)

linked to the upcoming 2020 elections, restrictions on independent media

(https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/29/burundi-tightens-screws-media-freedom) , and 

stalled regional mediation efforts (https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/12/07/east-africa-

wont-tackle-burundi-crisis) . Amid a growing humanitarian crisis, nearly 1.8 million 

Burundians are at risk of food insecurity

(https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13844.doc.htm) .

But other Council members such as Russia, China, and Equatorial Guinea, argued 

Burundi shouldn’t even be on the Council’s agenda, claiming calm and stability have 

been restored, and pointing to election preparations underway and the ongoing 

repatriation of refugees. The Burundian government often characterizes Council 

scrutiny as “politically motivated.” And despite much evidence of disturbing trends, 

some countries continue to echo the government’s line that all is well in Burundi.

In the four years since Burundi’s crisis broke out, the government has stopped at 

nothing to eliminate space for independent criticism and dissent. Recent investigations 

by Human Rights Watch (https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/12/burundi-rampant-

abuses-against-opposition) , exiled rights groups (http://ligue-

iteka.bi/2019/06/17/bulletin-hebdomadaire-iteka-nijambo-n-166/) , and the UN 

Commission of Inquiry on Burundi

(https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?

NewsID=23655&LangID=E) , paint a worrying picture of abuse and repression.

Just one day after the Council’s June 14 meeting, an office of Burundi’s opposition party 

National Congress for Freedom (CNL) in Bujumbura Rural province was burned down

(https://www.iwacu-burundi.org/bujumbura-la-permanence-provinciale-du-cnl-

incendiee/) . A CNL representative said that police arrested

(https://www.voaafrique.com/a/une-permanence-du-principal-parti-d-opposition-

burundais-incendi%C3%A9e/4961824.html) 15 members of the party just before the 

building was burned.

On Monday, a government order was published

(https://twitter.com/iburundi/status/1140675632126418945) , suspending PARCEM, one 

of the last remaining independent rights organizations in Burundi. The government 
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accused PARCEM of tarnishing the image of the country and its leaders. The 

organization had been spearheading the “Ukuri Ku Biduhanze” campaign (“truth on the 

challenges the country faces”) and raising awareness of critical issues ranging 

frommalaria (http://www.parcem.org/index.php/fr/9-uncategorised/245-campagne-

ukuri-kubiduhanze-situation-de-la-malaria-au-burundi-inquiete) to food insecurity

(http://www.parcem.org/index.php/9-uncategorised/241-ukuri-ku-biduhanze-sortie-de-

l-analyse-sur-la-situation-dramatique-de-la-securite-alimentaire-au-burundi) .

Such intolerancehas also been directed at international rights observers

(https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/19/bujumbura-can-close-doors-burundi-it-cant-

hide-repression) . After closing down the UN human rights office in Burundi and 

blocking access to the UN Commission of Inquiry, the government is now reportedly 

threatening to cut ties (https://www.france24.com/en/20190530-burundi-threatens-cut-

ties-with-un-envoy-diplomats) with the Secretary General’s Special Envoy.

Burundian authorities are hoping if the world cannot see their abuses, it will not discuss 

them. Members of the Security Council should step up efforts to curtail these abuses, 

including by requesting a briefing by the UN Commission of Inquiry. Burundi’s crisis 

risks further escalation ahead of the 2020 elections, and now is not the time to look the 

other way.

ecoi.net summary:

Article on worsening human rights situation ahead of 2020 elections

Country:

Burundi

Source:

HRW – Human Rights Watch (/en/source/11207.html)

Original link:

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/20/what-does-burundi-have-hide (https://www.hrw.or

g/news/2019/06/20/what-does-burundi-have-hide)

Document type:

Appeal or News Release

Language:

English

Published:

20 June 2019

Document ID:

2010937



Side 2 af 3HRW – Human Rights Watch: “What Does Burundi Have To Hide? ”, Document #20...

29-09-2019https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2010937.html



ecoi.net is run by the Austrian Red Cross (department ACCORD) in cooperation with Informationsverbund Asyl & Migration. ecoi.net is 

funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Austrian Ministry of the Interior and Caritas Austria. ecoi.net is supported by 

ECRE & UNHCR.

Austrian Red Cross

Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research 

and Documentation (ACCORD)

Wiedner Hauptstraße 32, 1041 Wien

T (Telefon) +43 1 589 00 583

F (Fax) +43 1 589 00 589

info@ecoi.net

Side 3 af 3HRW – Human Rights Watch: “What Does Burundi Have To Hide? ”, Document #20...

29-09-2019https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2010937.html


	buru318
	Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale

	318. 190930 - Burundi. HRW. What Does Burundi Have To Hide. Udgivet 20. juni 2019

