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Disclaimer

2013 Scores

Status: Free
Freedom Rating: 1.0
Civil Liberties: 1
Political Rights: 1

Overview

The government of Petr Né&as faced a significant decline in popularity in 202 in the face of
criticism over multiple corruption scandals and unpmpular austerity measures. The three-
party government terminated its coalition agreementn April, though Neéas subsequently
survived a no-confidence vote that same month; Nlas's cabinet survived another confidence
vote in November. In the spring, the European Comnssion suspended European Union
funding for development projects due to suspectedihd mismanagement and misallocation.

Czechoslovakia was created in 1918 amid the calapshe Austro-Hungarian Empire. Soviet
forces helped establish a communist government fagld War 11, and in 1968 they crushed the
so-called Prague Spring, a period of liberalizatioder reformist leader Alexander Dieli.

In December 1989, a series of peaceful anticomrhdeimonstrations led by dissident Vaclav
Havel and the Civic Forum opposition group resuitethe resignation of the government, in
what became known as the Velvet Revolution. Opeatieins were held the following year. A
new constitution was adopted in 1992, and the e¢glorggan an ambitious program of political
and economic reform under Véaclav Klaus of the aentgnt Civic Democratic Party (ODS), who
became prime minister that year. In 1993, the ststlved peacefully into separate Czech and
Slovak republics.

Close parliamentary elections in 1998 brought #mger-left Czech Social Democratic Party
(CSSD) to power. Klaus was elected president bijdPaent in 2003. The Czech Republic joined
NATO in 1999 and the European Union (EU) in 2004.

The 2006 legislative elections divided the Chandfddeputies, the country's lower house, evenly

between left- and right-leaning parties, leading series of short-lived, ODS-led coalitions and
caretaker governments. Independent Jan Fischemotoakas prime minister in 2009 and led a
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caretaker government until May 2010, when parliatasgnelections resulted in 56 and 53 seats in
the lower house for CSSD and ODS, respectively.cdmter-right, free-market Tradition
Responsibility Prosperity 09 (TOP 09) party plat@dd with 41 seats, the Communist Party of
Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) took 26 seats, and ijiet-leaning Public Affairs (VV) party
captured 24. In June, Klaus appointed ODS leadieMN&as to serve as prime minister;dds
formed a center-right coalition government with T@%and VV.

In response to a 2009 recession¢d#s government pledged to implement an unpopukieaty
package in 2011. The move helped the oppositiom grantrol of the Senate in October 2010
elections, giving the CSSD and other oppositionigathe power to obstruct legislation passed by
the Chamber of Deputies. In October 2010, the Idveeise declared a legislative state of
emergency, allowing it to bypass the opposition exypkdite the passage of several controversial
austerity bills. In 2011, the Constitutional Corajected the government's austerity package and
declared the fast-tracked legislation proceduresustitutional. After months of infighting and a
veto by the CSSD-controlled Senate, the lower hpuséed through healthcare and welfare
reforms in June. In November, Klaus signed thetheate reforms into law, as well as
amendments to unemployment and welfare benefiter Aflong battle against the opposition, the
lower house passed major pension reforms in Novethbéwould partially privatize the pension
system.

Necas's government faced a significant decline in oy in 2012 due to continued criticism
over austerity measures, as well as a series nioon scandals. In April, the country's deputy
prime minister, Karolina Peake of VV, and sevethko VV ministers quit the junior coalition
party after its unofficial leader, Vit Barta, reeed an 18-month suspended prison sentence for
paying off party members in exchange for their supprhe ODS and TOP 09 then agreed to
terminate their coalition agreement with the rermgmmembers of VV on April 22. Without VV,
the coalition was left with only 92 of the 200 seimt the Chamber of Deputies, but Peake pledged
to maintain support for the prime minister. On ARid, N&as's government narrowly survived a
parliamentary confidence vote. Peake subsequenttiyed a new faction — LIDEM, meaning "for
the people" — which became a coalition partner. él@v, Peake threatened that LIDEM would
leave the coalition after she was fired from hesippon as defense minister in December, leaving
the government at risk of collapse at year's end.

Meanwhile, in Senate elections held in late Octpther CSSD increased its representation to 46
seats in the 81-seat chamber, while the ODS captunly 15 seats. Nas's cabinet survived
another vote of confidence in November, avoidingdyeslections that would likely result in a
leftist cabinet.

Ratings agencies and investors have commendeéaisNer pension reforms and other spending
cuts that have moved the country toward full coamudie with EU deficit limits. After initially
being vetoed by the upper and lower houses ofdPaeint, a bill to increase the value-added tax
and income taxes for top earners was eventuallgtadan December; the hikes will take place
beginning in 2013. In September, Klaus vetoed BiELZension reforms, but Bes was able to
cobble together enough support to overturn Klamg'ge in a November 7 vote. The Czech
Republic joined the United Kingdom in January ining out of an EU fiscal compact that limits
the borrowing and spending of EU member stategadlevho said the treaty was not in the
country's best interest, subsequently faced @itidrom his coalition partners and others, who
accused him of failing to stand up to euroskeptiitkin the ODS.

Political Rights and Civil Liberties

The Czech Republic is an electoral democracy. Tier2embers of the Chamber of Deputies, the
lower house of Parliament, are elected to four-yeans by proportional representation. The
Senate has 81 members elected for six-year terittspne-third up for election every two years.
Under a 2012 constitutional amendment, the presigéinbe elected directly by Czech citizens,
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instead of by Parliament, beginning with the prestal elections scheduled for January 2013.
The president can veto legislation, and appoirdggs and central bank officials as well as the
prime minister and other cabinet members, but tst polds few other formal powers.

The two main political parties are the center{&8SD and the center-right ODS. Two other right-
leaning parties, TOP 09 and VV, entered Parliarfarthe first time in 2010, though VV
splintered in 2012 following the conviction of o de facto leaders, Vit Barta, on bribery
charges.

Corruption and lack of transparency remained sermuoblem in 2012. In October, the labor and
social affairs minister, Jaromir Drabek of TOP &%igned after police accused his first deputy of
bribery. In the spring, the EU suspended fundingifevelopment projects due to suspected fund
mismanagement and misallocation. For example, ig, ldavid Rath, a CSSD member of
parliament and the governor of the Central BoheiRagion, was arrested on suspicion of
corruption related to the diversion of EU funds mtdar the renovation of a hospital and manor
house. While some payments were resumed in Judy @ftech authorities agreed to implement
reforms in the administration of EU subsidies, BB@cember, the European Commission had cut
around €500 million ($650 million) of EU aid to tkkzech Republic.

Freedom of expression is respected, though thditdimn-based Charter of Fundamental Rights
and Freedoms prohibits threats against individgals, state and public security, public health,
and morality. Most media outlets are owned by p@vareign companies and do not appear to be
influenced by the state. Journalists have comptaihat the 2009 "muzzle law" — which prohibits
the press from identifying victims of serious crsrend publishing information obtained through
police wiretaps — prevents them from effectivelgaging on corruption. An amendment to the
law that took effect in August 2011 allows for eptiens in cases where it is deemed in the public
interest.

The government generally upholds freedom of refigleromoting denial of the Holocaust or past
communist crimes is illegal, as is inciting religeohatred. In July 2012, the lower house passed
legislation under which the state would return saf#he church land confiscated under the 1948
-89 communist regime and pay compensation foréke While the Senate vetoed the bill in
August, the lower house approved the legislatioNorember. Academic freedom is respected.

Czechs may assemble peacefully, form associatambspetition the government. Trade unions
and professional associations function freely betveeak in practice. There were a number of anti
-austerity protests in 2011 and 2012. In April 204é@ne 90,000 Czechs demonstrated against
austerity measures and government corruption iguefa Wenceslas Square, in what observers
called the largest antigovernment demonstratiocesir989.

The independence of the judiciary is largely reggdhough its complexity and multilayered
composition has led to the slow delivery of judgiseA 2010 report produced by the country's
counterintelligence agency found that corruptiothwithe Czech Republic's judicial system was
"very sophisticated," making detection difficulthd rule of law generally prevails in civil and
criminal matters, though corruption also remaimsablem within law enforcement agencies.
Prisons suffer from overcrowding and poor sanitatio

The 2009 Antidiscrimination Act provides for eqii@atment regardless of sex, race, age, or
sexual orientation. However, members of the smathR community sometimes face threats and
violence from right-wing groups, and Romany chifdo®entinue to face discrimination in the
country's public school system.

New legislation came into force in January 2011 thereased the possible time for immigration

detention to a maximum of 18 months, raising camednat foreign nationals could remain in
custody for extended periods of time solely for iigwation reasons. Asylum seekers are routinely
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detained in the Czech Republic. Conditions in dé&tarcenters are generally poor. The remote
location of detention and reception centers lithitssability of nongovernmental organizations to
visit them.

Gender discrimination is legally prohibited. Howegv&xual harassment in the workplace appears
to be fairly common, and women are underrepresaattédte highest levels of government and
business. Women nevertheless increased their penitary presence in the 2010 elections,
capturing 44 seats in the 200-member Chamber ofifieyp there were 14 women in the Senate
following the 2012 elections. Trafficking of womand girls for the purpose of prostitution
remains a problem.
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