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22 January 2024

Arrest of pro-Kurdish activists

Turkish police carried out several raids in 28 provinces on 16.01.24 and arrested a total of 165 people, including
members of the pro-Kurdish People's Equity and Democracy Party (DEM), for suspected links to terrorist
organisations.

The Ministry of the Interior stated that the detainees had been arrested for allegedly supporting the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers' Party) or spreading PKK propaganda on social media. Among those detained were several members of
the so-called Peace Mothers, a group of activists who have been campaigning for a peaceful solution to the conflict
between the state and the PKK, as well as members of the DEM's youth and women's networks.!

29 January 2024

Attack at Catholic church in Istanbul

On 28.01.24, two masked men carried out an attack in the Santa Maria Church in the Sariyer district of Istanbul,
according to the Ministry of Interior.

According to Turkish authorities, it was a targeted assassination of an individual. The attack took place during a
church service attended by around 40 people. According to the governor of Istanbul, no other people were injured.
According to the Ministry of Interior, the police arrested two suspects as they fled the scene.?

05 February 2024

Arrests following attack on church

According to the Ministry of Interior, security forces arrested a total of 34 foreign nationals over their suspected
links with ISIS and other terrorist organisations on 03.02.24.

The detainees include people who were wanted with an Interpol red notice. The suspects were detained in anti-
terror operations that were carried out simultaneously in the provinces of Istanbul, Kocaeli, Yalova, Kayseri, Bursa,
Diizce and Yozgat. Firearms, money in foreign currency and digital material were also seized during the operations.
The operation took place after two armed men carried out an attack at the Santa Maria Church in the Sariyer district
of Istanbul on 28.01.24 (cf. BN of 29.01.24). ISIS has claimed responsibility for the attack.?



19 February 2024

Sentencing of journalists

On 14.02.24, the 26th Istanbul Court of Serious Crimes sentenced journalists Ahmet Altan, Nazli Ilicak and Fevzi
Yazici to prison for "assisting a terrorist organisation without being a member". The court found the three individuals
guilty over their alleged ties to the exiled preacher Fethullah Giilen, whom the government holds responsible for
the failed military coup in 2016. The court sentenced Altan to six years and three and a half months, Ilicak to five
years and three months and Yazici to two years and one month in prison. The three journalists have been enmeshed
in multiple appeals and retrials since they were arrested in 2016 and sentenced to life imprisonment in 2018. Ilicak
was released from prison in 2019, Altan in 2021 and Yazici in March 2023. Ilicak was imprisoned from 04.12.23 to
28.01.24 after losing an appeal relating to the charge of slander in connection with a 2016 column.*

26 February 2024

Arrested for online comment about Sharia

Istanbul lawyer and women's rights activist Feyza Altun was arrested on 19.02.24 for making a derogatory comment
on the social media platform X about Sharia, the set of Islamic legal principles.

The General Prosecution Office in Beykoz district had initiated the relevant investigation on the basis of Article 216
of the Turkish Criminal Code. Under this article, anyone who openly incites sections of society to hostility or hatred
against another group on the basis of social class, race, religion or denominational or regional differences in a way
that may pose a clear and immediate danger to public safety is liable to a prison sentence of one to three years.
Altun was conditionally released from custody on 20.02.24. She has to report to a police station twice a week and
is banned from leaving the country. On the same day, the Turkish Department of Religious Affairs (Diyanet) also
filed a criminal complaint against the lawyer with the Ankara Public Prosecutor's Office for insulting religious values
and inciting hatred and enmity among the population. According to Diyanet, Altun's statements about Sharia violate
the Turkish constitution and the European Convention on Human Rights and should therefore have consequences
under criminal law.®

04 March 2024

Violence against women: eight murders in two days

According to media reports, seven women aged between 32 and 49 were killed by their partners or ex-partners
across Turkey on 27.02.24. Another woman was allegedly killed by her father on 28.02.24. The eight women were
killed in Izmir, Adiyaman, Istanbul, Denizli, Erzurum, Bursa and Sakarya. Three of the perpetrators subsequently
took their own lives, two were arrested and one perpetrator, who was wounded while being detained, succumbed
to his injuries. Two other perpetrators are on the run.

In 2023, the NGO "We WIill Stop Femicide Platform" (Kadin Cinayetleri Durduracagiz Platformu (KCDP)) recorded
315 murders of women, 65 percent of whom were killed in their own homes. A further 248 deaths, which were
labelled as suicides by the Turkish authorities, are considered suspicious by KCDP. KCDP attributes the women's
deaths to the actions of third parties and points to an increase in window-falling incidents among the deceased
women.

In the Turkish Criminal Code, Law 6284 provides for the protection of women from violence in general and
domestic violence in particular. However, women's rights organisations note that women who rely on this law are
sometimes denied protection by the police. According to KCDP, it can happen that the police do not take reports
of domestic violence seriously and women are often sent home afterwards. KCDP has called for a protest and held
arally in Istanbul's Kadikdy district on 03.03.24 in the run-up to this year's International Women's Day. Against the
backdrop of Tiirkiye's withdrawal from the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence
against women and domestic violence, the so-called Istanbul Convention, in 2021, KCDP stated that the only year
in which the number of femicides had decreased was 2011. This was the year in which Tirkiye adopted the Istanbul
Convention, which is binding under international law.®



11 March 2024

Nationwide rallies as part of International Women's Day

Despite an official ban, thousands of people took to the streets on 08.03.24, mainly in Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir,
to celebrate International Women's Day.

They demanded equal rights and changes to the law in order to better protect women. Although the police had
blocked access to the streets leading to Taksim Square in Istanbul several hours in advance, participants said they
found ways to get to the venue and take part in the protest.

There were clashes with the police in the run-up to International Women's Day. On 07.03.24, security forces
intervened at a demonstration by students from Istanbul University. Some of the demonstrators were subsequently
arrested by the police. Clashes also erupted between demonstrators and the police on 08.03.24, particularly in
Istanbul on the way to Taksim Square. Rallies organised by women's groups and the Peoples’ Equality and
Democracy Party (Halklarin Esitlik ve Demokrasi Partisi (DEM)) also took place in the Kurdish provinces to mark
International Women's Day. Rallies marking International Women's Day took place in Diyarbakir, Batman, Sirnak,
Mardin, Van, Mersin and Elazig, among other places. At the rallies, the ruling AKP party in particular was criticised
for its policies regarding women's rights.’

Seven people arrested on charges of spying for Israel

On 05.03.24, the Turkish police arrested seven people who are suspected of having engaged in foreign espionage.
One suspect was released on bail on 08.03.24.

Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said that the suspects were arrested during simultaneous raids in Istanbul. They are
suspected of collecting data on individuals and companies in Tirkiye and selling it to the Israeli secret service,
Mossad. The state news agency Anadolu reported, citing unnamed security officials, that the detainees included a
former civil servant who was currently working as a private detective.

Seven other people, including private detectives, were previously arrested in February 2024 on similar suspicions.
Turkish police also arrested a total of 34 people in early January 2024 on suspicion of spying for Israel. Justice
Minister Yilmaz Tunc explained that most of the suspects arrested in January 2024 had been charged with political
or military espionage for the Israeli secret service.®

18 March 2024

Arrest of suspected Giilen members

According to media reports, the police and gendarmerie carried out house searches in seven provinces on 12.03.24
to arrest active and former soldiers and former military cadets who are suspected of having links to the Giilen
movement.

The raids were carried out as part of investigations in Izmir, where prosecutors issued arrest warrants for a total of
23 people, including nine soldiers, six of whom were on active duty, and 14 cadets who had previously been
removed from military schools. Following the arrest of 18 people in the raids, the security forces are now searching
for the remaining five people, two of whom are reported to be abroad. According to the reports, the detainees were
targeted by the security forces on the basis of witness statements accusing them of being suspected Giilen
supporters and based on their alleged phone communications.

Previously, in early March, Turkish police arrested 91 people in 30 provinces for suspected links to the Giilen
movement. The people were arrested for allegedly infiltrating the military and police and for using the messaging
app ByLock. Among those arrested were people whose convictions for links to the Giilen movement had been
confirmed by the Court of Cassation and who had been at large until their current arrest.’

Tiirkiye ranks 164th among 179 countries in the Academic Freedom Index

The Academic Freedom Index (AFI) published by Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nirnberg for 2023,
which assesses de facto levels of academic freedom around the world, ranks Tiirkiye in the bottom 10 percent, just
ahead of countries such as North Korea, Myanmar and Iran.

The Index reports that in the last 15 years, the quantified value of academic freedom in Tiirkiye has fallen by more
than 83 percent. The Index is based on five key indicators, including the freedom of research and teaching and the
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institutional autonomy of universities. The downward trend in academic freedom is primarily due to the events
following the attempted coup in 2016. Since then, more than 30,000 teaching staff and 7,000 academics have been
dismissed. Another factor the decision taken by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in 2016 to abolish internal
university elections for the selection of rectors and to replace them with direct appointments by the president.*®

25 March 2024

Around 70 people arrested in the context of Nowruz celebrations

According to media reports, around 70 people, including an AFP journalist, were detained by police in Istanbul on
17.03.24 on the sidelines of Kurdish celebrations in the run-up to Nowruz, the Persian calendar New Year celebrated
on 20.03.24.

AFP video journalist Eylll Yasar said she was detained and taken to a police van after she resisted a body search.
She was detained by police for six hours along with 14 other people and then released. According to Yasar, she and
the other people detained were verbally abused and threatened by the police. In a statement, the international
press agency AFP said that it regretted the arrest, welcomed the subsequent release and called on the Turkish
authorities to respect the rights of journalists.

Two journalists from the news website Bianet, who had filmed the arrests, reported that they had been beaten and
thrown to the ground by the police. According to Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Tiirkiye ranked 164th out of
180 countries on the Press Freedom Index in 2023. This represented a drop of 16 places compared to 2022.

Journalist sentenced to 11 months and 20 days in prison for insulting the president

On 19.03.24, the 44th Criminal Court in Bakirkdy sentenced the journalist Levent Giltekin to 11 months and 20
days in prison for insulting the President in a programme aired on the Halk TV channelin 2022. During the hearing,
Glltekin requested his acquittal. In his defence, he argued that he had sharply criticised a speech made by President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan after a terrorist attack in the southern Turkish district of Mersin. The journalist added that
criticism was his responsibility as a journalist, and his remarks did not constitute an insult.

The prosecutor argued that Giiltekin's remark criticised Erdogan's political stance, but really constituted a personal
insult because it involved Erdogan's name. Glltekin had said in the programme aired on 27.09.22 that Erdogan was
behaving like a schoolchild.

Gultekin is the 75th journalist to be sentenced by the courts under Article 299 of the Turkish Criminal Code (Tirk
Ceza Kanunu), which criminalises insulting the president. According to press reports, prosecutors initiated a total
of 52,348 investigations against individuals for insulting President Erdogan or his government between 2019 and
2022. Citizens were also investigated on the basis of Article 301 of the Turkish Criminal Code, which criminalises
insulting the Turkish nation, the state of the Turkish Republic and the institutions and organs of the state. During
the terms in office of the five presidents who preceded Erdogan, 1,716 insult cases were filed. Anyone who insults
the president can be punished with up to four years in prison. Any person who criticises the government can be
punished with up to two years in prison.*?

08 April 2024

Results of the local elections held on 31.03.24

Tirkiye's main opposition party, the Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP), has won local elections in the three largest
cities of Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. In the run-up to the elections, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had expressed
the hope that his Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AKP) would regain control of the cities. Ekrem Imamoglu, who had
won the election in Istanbul for the first time in 2019, secured his second victory as mayor for the secular CHP with
51.1 percent of the vote. In the capital Ankara, Mansur Yavas, the CHP mayor in office since 2019, gained 60.4
percent of the vote. The AKP candidate, Turgut Altinok, attained 31.7 percent.

According to the official results, the CHP won 35 out of 81 municipalities, including 14 out of 30 urban areas in the
country. The CHP also won control of Tiirkiye's fourth largest city, Bursa, as well as Adiyaman, which was hit hard
by last year's double earthquake in the south-eastern part of the country. Nationwide, the CHP secured 37.8 percent
of the vote. The AKP won 24 of 81 municipalities and received 35.5 percent of the vote. In the last local elections



on 31 March 2019, the AKP had secured 44.3 percent of the vote. The pro-Kurdish Halklarin Esitlik ve Demokrasi
Partisi (DEM) won ten of the 81 municipalities, most of them in the south-east of the country.

After the election, objections to the results were raised in some municipalities. For example, the supreme electoral
council ordered a recount of the votes in Kiitahya after the nationalist Milliyetci Hareket Partisi (MHP) filed an
objection. After the recount, the supreme electoral council confirmed the victory of the CHP candidate in Kiitahya
and at the same time ordered new elections in several districts of the country. While the results of the recount were
confirmed, the supreme election council announced the decision to repeat the elections in several districts in
central Tiirkiye, among them Pinarbasi in Kayseri and Urgiip in Nevsehir, both of which were won by the CHP. In
the southeastern city of Sanliurfa, the elections in the Hilvan district, which were won by the DEM, will be repeated
due to objections by the AKP.

Meanwhile, the decision to repeat the elections in the north-eastern city of Ardahan, which was taken after an
objection lodged by the AKP, was revoked by the provincial board of the election council. This development
followed the controversy surrounding the cancellation of Abdullah Zeydan's mayoral mandate in the eastern city
of Van. Zeydan, a DEM politician, had been temporarily replaced by an AKP candidate following a court judgement
over a previous imprisonment, which led to demonstrations in several cities. On 03.04.24, the highest electoral
authority informed that that Zeydan's mayoral mandate was reinstated, and finally declared Abdullah Zeydan the
new mayor of Van.

President Erdogan conceded defeat and admitted that the election had not gone as he had hoped. This election has
been the first nationwide defeat for the AKP since Erdogan came to power 21 years ago.*

15 April 2024

Columnist arrested

Media report that on 13.04.24, columnist Evren Baris Yavuz was detained in Istanbul and taken to a police station.
An arrest warrant was also issued for him. Yavuz had shared a photo on “X” of a Palestine rally organised by
government supporters and criticised the fact that the government supporters had sold paraffin. The background
to this is a list set up the trade ministry on 09.04.24 containing 54 types of products, including aviation fuel and jet
fuel, whose export to Israel was restricted. The photo also shows the rector of Bogazici University, Naci Inci, and
the owners of Baykar, manufacturer of unmanned aerial vehicles, Selcuk Bayraktar, son-in-law of AKP Chairman
and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and his brother Haluk Bayraktar.

Baykar board member Haluk Bayraktar stated that Yavuz wrote an article on his website entitled "Why Alevis should
have a PKK" and that he is a member of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu's team. The Istanbul metropolitan
municipality (Biyliksehir Belediyesi IBB) responded that Bayraktar's statements were lies and slander and
announced to file a criminal complaint against the Baykar manager. Yavuz himself said that he had never worked
at IBB and that the article "Why Alevis should have a PKK" had been written eleven years ago by another person on
a website administered by him.

Investigation proceedings have been initiated against Yavuz for "inciting or insulting the public to hatred and
hostility", "incitement to commit a criminal offence" and "propaganda for a terrorist organisation".*

Musician's arm broken in custody

Media reports say that Bahar Kurt, a member of the political music group "Grup Yorum", had her arm broken in
Izmir's closed women's prison in Sakran. Her lawyer has informed that she and her client have filed a criminal
complaint with the Izmir chief public prosecutor's office against the guards for torture and ill-treatment.
According to her lawyer, Kurt's arm was broken by female guards who came to search the cell on 26.03.24. In
addition, Bahar Kurt was apparently arrested without any evidence against her. The news portal Bianet has access
to Bahar Kurt's x-rays and presented the images to medical professionals who said that an operation was necessary,
which has not yet happened. Bahar Kurt was taken to hospital on 04.04.24, where she was put in a plaster cast after
she had decided against an operation as this might have led to a paralysis of her hands and fingers, according to
medical staff.’®



Attack on trans women in Izmir

Media report that on 10.04.24, several trans women were insulted and attacked by a group of ten to 15 people on
Bornova Street in Izmir while they were helping a man who suffered an epileptic seizure. During the attack, one
trans woman was injured and robbed of her wallet and phone.

The attackers then began throwing stones at the homes of trans women, as shown by security camera footage. The
authorities have confirmed that they are investigating the matter. The trans women announced that they would
press charges. Izmir bar association members responded to the attack, stating that the location where the attack
took place was about 400 meters from the Alsancak police station and 100 meters from checkpoints. There were
also security guards patrolling the street, the lawyers said, so that it was impossible that the law enforcement
officers were unaware of the attack. On the contrary, the bar association members added, it often happened that
security guards attacked trans people simply because they exist. Apparently, the security guards and police did not
intervene because the person attacked was a trans woman. The Izmir bar association also announced that it would
take action against hate attacks against trans people.

Bornova Street is considered the home of trans women in Izmir. The threat of eviction from the living and working
spaces of trans people in the Alsancak neighbourhood, where Bornova Street is located, has led to an unsafe
environment for the trans people living there. LGBTIQ rights in Tiirkiye have come under pressure in recent years.
Bayram Street in Istanbul, where also many trans women live, was recently closed and houses where trans women
live were sealed for three months from 04.03.24, resulting in homelessness for trans women. There have been
arrests at street events. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has labelled LGBTIQ people as "perverts", "deviants" and
"viruses" in the past.

According to the Rainbow Index, Tiirkiye currently ranks second to last in Europe in terms of LGBTIQ rights.*

22 April 2024

Supreme Court cancels disciplinary sanctions for political activities on campus

Media report that the Constitutional Court (Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Anayasa Mahkemesi) annulled the article of the
Higher Education Act providing for disciplinary sanctions for distributing leaflets and hanging posters or banners
at universities and organising meetings without permission.

The Republican People's Party (CHP) had applied to the Constitutional Court for the repeal of some articles of Law
No. 7437 on the amendment of the higher education system, which had been passed by the Turkish Grand National
Assembly on 02.02.23. In his assessment of 22.04.24, the Supreme Court annulled individual articles of the new
law.

The provision on distributing flyers, hanging banners or posters without authorisation within a higher education
institution, which is to be applied in accordance with Article 54 of the Higher Education Act for cases requiring
disciplinary punishment in the form of a reprimand, was declared unconstitutional and annulled. In its reasoning,
the court pointed out that the formal existence of a legal regulation is not sufficient to restrict freedom of
expression, but that legal regulations must be specific and foreseeable such as not to allow for arbitrary rulings.
Also the sanction of organising assemblies in closed or open spaces of higher education institutions without
permission from the authorities, which provided for a suspension from the institution of one week to one month,
was declared unconstitutional. The decision emphasised that this provision restricted the right of university
students to organise assemblies and demonstrations.

The decision emphasised that the previous sanctions were not compatible with the requirements of a democratic
social order."

Earthquake of magnitude 5.6 in Tokat and Yozgat provinces

Media report that the provinces of Tokat and Yozgat were hit by a magnitude 5.6 earthquake, damaging several
houses, barns, and mosques in Tokat and the nearby province of Yozgat. The earthquake occurred on 18.04.24 in
the town of Sulusaray in Artova district, northern Tokat province.

The tremors damaged 191 houses, 84 barns, seven mosques and a bakery in 30 villages in three different districts.
After the 5.6-magnitude quake, three aftershocks with magnitudes of 4.0 to 4.4 were recorded in Tokat province.
The mayor of Sulusaray city stated that relief workers were able to reach all villages in the district. The governor of



Tokat province informed that there were no deaths or injuries. In some villages, the Turkish Red Crescent has set
up tents for the residents of damaged houses.

In February 2023, parts of southern Tirkiye and Syria had been hit by a magnitude 7.8 earthquake, which had killed
more than 53,000 people in Tirkiye. To this day, over half a million people are still living in emergency shelters.*®

Council of Europe calls on Tiirkiye to release political prisoners

Media report that in its annual report, the Council of Europe Europe's Committee of Ministers, which monitors the
enforcement of judgements by the European Court Human Rights (ECHR), has called on Tirkiye to reform its
criminal and anti-terrorism laws and release political prisoners. The committee emphasised that Tirkiye continues
to struggle with issues of freedom of expression and assembly, the independence of the judiciary, detention without
clear justification and domestic violence.

The committee also referred to the entrepreneur Osman Kavala, who has been in detention since 2017 and was
handed down a life sentence in 2022. In its ruling of December 2019, the ECHR had stated that Kavala's
imprisonment was arbitrary and politically motivated. Tirkiye’s failure to implement the 2019 ruling prompted the
Committee to initiate infringement proceedings in February 2022.

In addition to the Kavala case, the committee also referred to the detention of the two politicians Selahattin
Demirtas and Figen Yiksekdag. Despite previous ECHR rulings, which had found violations of their rights through
the waiver of parliamentary immunity and unjustified detention, both politicians remain in detention. The
committee called for their immediate release.

The committee also examined Tirkiye's handling of the right to freedom of expression, particularly with regard to
criminal proceedings against journalists. The committee urged on Tirkiye to clearly stipulate in its laws that the
exercise of freedom of expression should not constitute a criminal offence.

The monitoring report also addressed structural problems within the Turkish judiciary and referred to the ECHR
ruling of September 2023 regarding the teacher Yiiksel Yalcinkaya. In this case, the ECHR had ruled that the
conviction for terrorism offences based on the accused’s use of the ByLock messaging app was unlawful and called
on the Turkish authorities to find an alternative solution to the problem, which the ECHR referred to as systemic.
ByLock is at the centre of proceedings involving thousands of people accused of being close to the Giilen movement
and whose cases are pending before national courts or the ECHR.*®

29 April 2024

Arrest of journalists

According to media reports, nine journalists working for pro-Kurdish news media were arrested in raids in three
provinces on 23.04.24.

In Istanbul, a journalist from the Mezopotamya Agency and one journalist each from the newspapers Yeni Yagam
and Yeni Ozgiir Politika were arrested, along with four other press workers. In Ankara, a journalist from the
Mezopotamya Agency was arrested. In Urfa, a former correspondent of the Mezopotamya Agency was arrested
during a house search. Following the arrest, the authorities restricted the detainees’ contact with their lawyers.
The arrest report states that the journalists had links to the PKK. According to their lawyers, the police also asked
questions about the media organisations for which the journalists work.

Galistan Kilig-Kogyigit, deputy leader of the Peoples' Emancipation and Democracy Party (DEM), said the arrests
were an attack on press freedom and the Kurdish Journalists' Day on 22.04.24, which is dedicated to the struggle
for a free press.

22 April is the anniversary of the first edition of a daily newspaper named Kurdistan, which had been published on
22.04.1898. On this occasion, Kurdish journalists celebrate Kurdistan Journalists' Day every year.?

Police raid DEM provincial office

On 24.04.24, following an anonymous tip-off, police raided the provincial office of the pro-Kurdish DEM party in
Batman.

According to media reports from 24.04.24, an anonymous email was sent to the Batman provincial directorate of
security, information technology and communications on 21.04.24, stating that PKK flags and a photo of Abdullah
Ocalan had been seen in the provincial building of the DEM party. The e-mail also asked for action to be taken and



for the sender’s identity to be kept confidential. According to media reports, the subsequent raid took place as part
of a terror investigation. During the search, which lasted around four hours, documents and photos of several PKK
fighters who had been killed were allegedly confiscated. After the raid, DEM party members gathered in front of
the provincial office and the provincial level co-chair of the DEM party, Mustafa Mesut Tekik, issued a press
statement saying that there had been manipulations and attempts to criminalise the DEM Party. According to Tekik,
legitimate cultural, art and literary magazines have been confiscated, as well as photos of people killed in the
struggle for democracy.?*

06 May 2024

Nationwide demonstrations on 1 May

Media report that on 01.05.24, Labour Day, police used tear gas and rubber bullets in Istanbul to disperse
demonstrators who tried to break through barricades to reach Taksim Square in Beyoglu district. Police and
demonstrators also clashed near the city hall in Istanbul’s Sarachane district.

There are differing reports on the number of people arrested. According to the Turkish interior minister Ali
Yerlikaya, a total of 217 people were arrested in Istanbul on 01.05.24. A lawyers' association providing legal support
to demonstrators says that at least 216 people were arrested throughout Istanbul on 01.05.24. Arrest warrants were
issued for 35 of those detained. 182 detainees have been released from custody. Interior minister Yerlikaya stated
that a total of 226 arrests were made throughout the country, including the arrests in Istanbul.

Around 42,000 police officers were deployed throughout the city, blocking off streets with metal barriers after
President Erdogan declared on 30.04.24 that the annual Labour Day protests would not be allowed to take place in
Taksim Square. Previously, on 29.04.24, interior minister Yerlikaya had stated that Taksim Square would be closed
to rallies in order to prevent terrorist organisations from using the site for propaganda.

Following the May Day demonstrations, the Cagdas Hukukgular Dernegi (Contemporary Lawyers' Association,
CHD) stated that on 03.05.24, a further 47 people were arrested in raids in Istanbul because they had resisted the
ban on entering Taksim Square on 01.05.24. In addition, interior Minister Yerlikaya informed that on 03.05.24, a
total of 29 people were arrested who had gathered in Sarachane Square on 01.05.24 in order to walk from there to
Taksim Square. The detainees had attacked police officers with stones and sticks, he added. According to Yerlikaya,
more arrests were made against people who were identified as being involved in the attack on the basis of camera
footage and facial recognition systems.

In 2023, the constitutional court had ruled that the closure of Taksim Square for protests was a violation of the
right to organise public meetings and demonstrations enshrined in Article 34 of the Constitution. The square had
served as a rallying point for the 1 May celebrations until 1977, when at least 34 people were killed in
demonstrations. The authorities reopened the square in 2010, but after protests there in 2013, the site was once
again closed to demonstrations. The closure remains in place to this day.

In the other major cities, including Ankara and Izmir, the demonstrations on 1 May ended peacefully. In the
predominantly Kurdish south-east of Tirkiye, thousands gathered in Batman, including the newly elected mayors
of the pro-Kurdish DEM party. According to interior minister Yerlikaya, a total of 210 Labour Day events were held
in 78 provinces on 1 May, in which 241,000 people took part.?

Tiirkiye ranks 158 on the World Press Freedom Index

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) published the World Press Freedom Index on 03.05.24, which is the International
Press Freedom Day. Tiirkiye is ranked 158th out of 180 countries analysed, with a total score of 31.6 points. This
puts the country in the category in which the press freedom situation is considered "very serious" according to the
RSF.In 2023, Tirkiye had been ranked 165th. However, according to RSF, the change is not due to an improvement
in press freedom in the country, but rather to regression in other countries. For example, the situation has
deteriorated in countries such as Russia, Azerbaijan, and India, which were still ahead of Turkiye last year.

The index is calculated on a scale of 0 to 100, with 100 representing the highest level of press freedom and 0 the
lowest. This score is the result of both a quantitative survey of abuses against media professionals and a qualitative
analysis by press freedom experts who respond to an RSF questionnaire available in 24 languages. The
questionnaire assesses five key indicators, including political context, legal framework, economic context, socio-
cultural context, and security.



According to RSF, the one-sided orientation of public broadcasting during the presidential and parliamentary
election period and the arrest of dozens of journalists are developments that make Tiirkiye one of the countries
with the biggest setbacks in terms of the political context indicator. The report also mentions other factors such as
online censorship, lawsuits against critical media, and financial pressure on critical media professionals and media
companies, which are leading to the erosion of media pluralism and press freedom in the country.

Human rights groups reportedly regularly accuse the Turkish government of trying to control the press by
imprisoning journalists, closing media companies, monitoring the purchase of media brands by government-
affiliated conglomerates, and using regulatory authorities to exert financial pressure.

According to a count by the Expression Interrupted platform, which monitors the situation of media professionals
in Tirkiye, 32 journalists are currently in prison, among them mainly Kurdish journalists and those working for
media outlets allegedly close to the Giilen movement. The Turkish Journalists' Union (TGS) has stated that a total
of 69 journalists were arrested in 2023 and 264 were put on trial. 63 were acquitted, while 36 journalists were
sentenced to a total of 55 years in prison. The Bianet press agency has stated that since Erdogan became president
in August 2014, a total of 76 journalists have been sentenced to prison or fined for insulting the president under
Article 299 of the Turkish penal code.?

13 May 2024

Arrest orders for 87 suspected Giilen members

On 07.05.24, the Istanbul chief public prosecutor's office issued arrest warrants for 40 people, including 14 young
people and teachers. Police arrested 38 of the suspects who are accused of living in student hostels allegedly linked
to the Giilen movement and of having contacts with other Giilen members.

The Izmir public prosecutor's office also issued arrest warrants for 31 people, among them former police officers,
for alleged links to the Giilen movement. Police arrested 26 of the suspects in eleven provinces.

On 08.05.24, a further 15 people were arrested after the Ankara chief prosecutor's office had issued arrest warrants
for 16 suspects, among them active duty and dismissed military officers and former military cadets.*

High school student sentenced for insulting the president

A high school student in Diyarbakir was sentenced to more than seven months in prison on 09.05.24 for allegedly
insulting President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. According to media reports, Yusuf S. had allegedly called Erdogan a
dictator on the social network X in December 2022.

The Diyarbakir public prosecutor's office opened an investigation against him and the 2nd Diyarbakir juvenile court
closed his case in the first hearing on 09.05.24. During the hearing, the defendant denied having an account on X
and contested the evidence presented by the prosecution. The court reduced his sentence from one year to seven
months and 23 days and suspended it due to the short period of imprisonment and the defendant's age. The 17-
year-old was prosecuted and convicted despite the fact that the general assembly of the court of cassation had
ruled in case 2018/62 that calling the president a "thief", "murderer” or "dictator" does not constitute the offence
of insulting the president. For example, journalists Orhan Sahin and Basak Giinsever, Corum office workers' union
leader Ertugrul Alper, and CHP member Canan Kaftancioglu had all previously been acquitted for calling Erdogan
a dictator.

Insulting the president is a criminal offence under Article 299 of the Turkish penal code. Anyone who insults the
president can be sentenced to up to four years in prison; the sentence can be increased if the offence was
committed through the mass media. Since Erdogan'’s election as president in 2014, more than 160,000 people have
been investigated on suspicion of insulting the president, of whom 45,000 have been charged and 13,000
convicted.

27 May 2024

Opposition politicians sentenced
Media reported on 16.05.24 that a court in Ankara has sentenced the former leader of the pro-Kurdish HDP party,
Selahattin Demirtas, to 42 years in prison for terror propaganda and aiding and abetting the disruption of the unity
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and integrity of the state. Demirtas is accused of riots and deaths related to anti-government protests called by the
HDP in 2014. The opposition politician has been in prison on these charges since 2016; his trial began in 2021.

In addition to Demirtas and others, the former HDP co-chair Figen Yiiksekdag was also charged in the trial. She
was sentenced to 30 years and three months imprisonment.?

03 June 2024

Arrest of café owner

The Kurdish owner of a café in Diyarbakir was reportedly arrested on 29.05.24 after he announced on the occasion
of Kurdish Language Day on 15.05.24 that he would serve his customers exclusively in the Kurdish language in
future. The police searched the café. The authorities accuse the café owner of carrying out terrorist propaganda
with his plan, and a criminal has been opened. The café owner had previously been criticised on social media. The
Diyarbakir bar association has pledged its support to the man and is providing him with legal assistance.”’

10 June 2024

40 women murdered in May

Media report that a total of 40 women were murdered in the month of May. In the first five months of 2024, a total
of 159 women have been murdered so far and, according to media reports, the perpetrators were all men. In the
first five months of 2023, a total of 127 women had been killed.

Of the 40 women murdered in May 2024, 18 women were killed because they wanted to leave their partners. At
least 23 women were killed by their husbands or boyfriends and eight women by relatives such as fathers, sons or
brothers. Twelve women were murdered outside their home and 28 women were murdered inside their home. Of
the total of 42 suspects, 18 have been arrested so far, five have been detained and two suspects managed to escape.
According to the platform "We Will Stop Femicide", at least 315 women were murdered by men and 248 women
died under suspicious circumstances in 2023 (cf. BN of 04.03.24). Of the 315 murdered women, 39 had reported
their attackers to the police or public prosecutor's office prior to their murder and applied for protection from the
relevant authorities.?®

Pro-Kurdish mayor arrested and replaced by trustee in Hakkari province

Media report that on 02.06.24, police raided the city administration of Hakkari in southeastern Tiirkiye, resulting in
the arrest of mayor Mehmet Siddik Akis and the subsequent installation of a government-appointed trustee. In the
local elections held on 31.03.24, the pro-Kurdish Peoples' Emancipation and Democracy Party (DEM) had won the
election in Hakkari and thus had nominated the mayor. The state news agency Anadolu News said that an arrest
warrant was issued against mayor Mehmet Siddik Akis as part of the investigation by the Hakkari chief public
prosecutor's office. Akis, who was in Van province at the time, was detained by security forces and taken to Hakkari
for trial.

In a written statement, the interior ministry said that a government-appointed trustee would replace mayor Akis.
The ministry also accused Akis of holding a high-ranking position in the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), adding
that Akis was under investigation for "leading an armed terrorist organisation”, "membership of an armed terrorist
organisation" and "propaganda for an armed terrorist organisation”. On 05.06.24, Akis was sentenced to 19 years
and six months in prison for "leading an armed terrorist organisation".

Following the arrest, the DEM party published statements on its social media channels condemning the
government's actions as anti-democratic and calling for early elections. On 03.06.24, the governor's office declared
on its website that all protests and gatherings in the province would be banned for the next ten days. Despite this,
sit-ins were held before the governor's office in Hakkari, which were attended by DEM party deputies and also a
delegation from the Republican People's Party (CHP). Vigils and sit-ins also continued to take place in other parts
of the country, such as in Istanbul on 08.06.24. On 04.06.24, people gathered in Hakkari to protest against the
trustee. Police reportedly intervened with pepper spray and rubber bullets, injuring some of the demonstrators. On
09.06.24, protests were also held in Ankara and Diyarbakir over the appointment of the trustee for Hakkari.
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In addition, on 09.06.24 the DEM party called for a rally against the trusteeship to be held on 13.06.24 in the centre
of Hakkari.?®

17 June 2024

Numbers and situation of prisoners

In the Council of Europe’s annual criminal justice statistics for 2022 published on 06.06.24, Tiirkiye ranks first in
Europe with a total of 348,265 prisoners, i.e. 405 inmates per 100,000 inhabitants. In the same period, there were
58,098 people imprisoned in Germany, amounting to 69 prisoners per 100,000 inhabitants. The number of prisoners
in Tirkiye rose by 15 percent compared to 2021. An expert said that these figures can be attributed to the large
number of people sentenced under anti-terror laws. The World Organisation Against Torture (Organisation
Mondiale contre la Torture, OMCT) says that the imprisonment rate in Tirkiye increased by 89.3 percent between
2011 and 2021.

On 01.06.24, the central prisons commission of the Turkish human rights organisation Insan Haklari Dernegi (IHD)
published its report on human rights violations in prisons for 2023. IHD reports at least 23,899 human rights
violations for that year. IHD states in its report that the justice ministry hardly publishes data on political prisoners,
foreign nationals, sick prisoners, deceased prisoners, LGBTIQ people, people with disabilities, young children and
female prisoners. The annual report has therefore been compiled on the basis of individual information. The report
also refers to the increasing number of prisons in Tirkiye. A total of 19 new prisons were opened in 2023 and
another twelve are planned for 2024.

The annual report focusses on the treatment of sick prisoners as a human rights violation, as some of them were
not released despite being terminally ill. According to IHD, the forensic medical institute makes release decisions
based on political bias, refuses to accept hospital reports and does not implement decisions or reports for so-called
security reasons, worsening the situation for seriously ill prisoners.

The reportalso lists around 17,218 human rights violations under the heading of torture, including beatings, threats,
disproportionate strip searches and insults. IHD also identified 2,246 violations of the right to correspondence. As
of 02.05.24, a total of 13,819 women and 2,983 children were detained in Turkish prisons whose rights to healthcare
and privacy were the most frequently violated. Problems in the prisons still include a lack of hygiene and cleaning
products as well as access to hot and clean water. Cameras monitoring the women's living areas continue to violate
their privacy. According to the report, the cells are monitored 24 hours a day and some toilets and changing rooms
are covered by the cameras’ visual angles.*®

Group 62 - Information Centre for Asylum and Migration
Briefing Notes
BN-Redaktion@bamf.bund.de

1 Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkey detains 165 in operations targeting Kurdish political movement, 16.01.2024.

2 Hiirriyet Daily News: Two suspects nabbed after shooting at Catholic church in Istanbul, 29.01.24.
3 Time: Islamic State Claims Responsibility for Attack on Istanbul Church That Killed 1, 29.01.24; Anadolu Ajansi: 34 foreign

Daesh/ISIS terrorists nabbed in anti-terror operation in Tiirkiye, 03.02.24.
CPJ: Three Turkish journalists found guilty of aiding terrorist organization ‘without being a member’, 15.02.24; Duvar English:
Turkish court gives prison sentence to veteran journos Ilicak, Altan in retrial, 16.02.24.

Balkan Insight: Turkish Religious Authority Seeks Lawyer’s Prosecution for ‘Insulting Islam’, 20.02.24; Turkische Allgemeine:
Turkei: Sakulare Frauenrechtsanwiltin Feyza Altun wegen Scharia-Twitter(X) verhaftet, 20.02.24; Turkish Minute: Turkish lawyer
faces up to 3 years in prison due to remarks on Islamic law, 22.02.24; Turkish Minute: Lawyer detained for insulting Islamic law
released on judicial probation, 20.02.24.
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Femizide in der Tirkei: Offenbar sieben Frauen an einem einzigen Tag getotet, 28.02.24; TAZ: Acht Femizide in 24 Stunden,
28.02.24; The Guardian: Seven women in Turkey ‘savagely killed’ by current or ex-spouses in single day, 27.02.24; Der Standard:
Trauriger Rekord von Femziden in der Tiirkei: Sieben an einem Tag, 28.02.24; Habertirk: Bir giinde 6 kentten 7 kadin cinayeti
haberi geldi [News of 7 femicides in 6 cities in one day], 27.02.24; ANF NEWS: Acht Femizide an einem Tag: Aufruf zum Aufstand
in der Ttrkei, 28.02.24.

7 ABC News: Thousands of Turkish women defy ban to protest for equal rights, 09.03.24; Hiirriyet Daily News: Tirkiye marks
International Women's Day, 08.03.24; Duvar English: Turkish police intervene in women’s march of university students over
LGBTI+ banner, 08.03.24; Duvar English: Crowds gather for Feminist Night March in Istanbul: ‘No equality and freedom for us,
no peace for them’, 08.03.24; Zeit Online: Die Ehre des Mannes ist unantastbar, 08.03.24; Bianet English: Women's Day
celebrations in Kurdish provinces, 08.03.24; Bianet English: Women and LGBTI+s take to streets despite obstacles, 08.03.24;
Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkish women call for end to gender-based violence and discrimination on International
Women’s Day, 08.03.24.

8 Associated Press: Turkey detains 7 more people for allegedly selling information to Israel’s spy agency, 05.04.24; Reuters: Turkey
charges six people with spying for Israel's Mossad, 08.03.24; Al Jazeera: Turkey detains 7 suspected of spying for Israel, 05.03.24;
Turkish Minute: Turkey arrests 6 accused of spying for Israel, 09.03.24.

9 Turkish Minute: Turkey detained 91 over Giilen links in 5 days: minister, 09.03.24; Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkey
detains soldiers, cadets on Glilen links, 12.03.24; Turkish Minute: Turkey detains soldiers, cadets on Giilen links, 13.03.24;
Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkey detained 91 over Giilen links in 5 days: minister, 11.03.24; TRT Haber: 30 ilde FETO
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09.03.24; TRT Haber: FETO'niin TSK yapilanmasi sorusturmasinda 18 gdzalti [18 Festnahmen bei Ermittlungen gegen die TAF-
Struktur der FETO], 12.03.24.

10 Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkey ranked 164th among 179 countries in Academic Freedom Index, 08.03.24; Turkish
Minute: Turkey ranked 164th among 179 countries in Academic Freedom Index, 08.03.24.

11 Balkan Insight: Reporters Attacked, Dozens Detained, at Kurdish Celebration in Istanbul, 18.03.24; Channel 8: AFP journalist
among 50 detained at Istanbul Newroz celebration, 17.03.24; NDTV World: AFP Journalist Objects To "Brutal" Body Search At
Kurdish New Year In Turkey, Detained, 18.03.24; Voice of America: AFP Journalist Among 50 Detained at Kurdish Event in
Turkey, 17.03.24; The Straits Times: AFP journalist among 50 arrested at Kurdish New Year celebrations in Turkey, 18.03.24;
Voice of America: Istanbul’daki Nevruz kutlamalarinda aralarinda AFP muhabirinin de oldugu 70 kisi gézaltina alindi [70
detained, including AFP reporter, during Nowruz celebrations in Istanbul], 18.03.24; Gazete Duvar: Gézaltina alinan AFP
mubhabiri anlatti: 'Senin dilini keserim' [Detained AFP reporter tells: T'll cut out your tongue'], 19.03.24; Cumhuriyet: Polisten
muhabire s6zli ve fiziksel siddet iddias: ‘Sizi Yahudiler gibi sabun yapmadigimiza dua edin’ [Alleged verbal and physical violence
by police against reporter: 'Pray we didn't make you soap like the Jews'], 19.03.24; Medyafaresi: Polisten AFP muhabirine sok
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https://stockholmcf.org/turkey-ranked-164th-among-179-countries-in-academic-freedom-index/#:%7E:text=Turkey%20ranked%20164th%20among%20179,Index%20%2D%20Stockholm%20Center%20for%20Freedom
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/03/08/turkey-ranks-164-among-179-country-academic-freedom-index/
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/03/08/turkey-ranks-164-among-179-country-academic-freedom-index/
https://balkaninsight.com/2024/03/18/reporters-attacked-dozens-detained-at-kurdish-celebration-in-istanbul/
https://channel8.com/english/10904
https://channel8.com/english/10904
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/afp-journalist-objects-to-brutal-body-search-at-kurdish-new-year-in-turkey-detained-5258779?utm_source=ground.news&utm_medium=referral
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/afp-journalist-objects-to-brutal-body-search-at-kurdish-new-year-in-turkey-detained-5258779?utm_source=ground.news&utm_medium=referral
https://www.voanews.com/a/afp-journalist-among-50-detained-at-kurdish-event-in-turkey/7531444.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/afp-journalist-among-50-detained-at-kurdish-event-in-turkey/7531444.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/afp-journalist-among-50-arrested-at-kurdish-new-year-in-turkey
https://www.voaturkce.com/a/istanbul-nevruz-kutlamalarinda-aralarinda-afp-muhabirinin-de-oldugu-70-kisi-gozaltina-alindi/7532538.html
https://www.voaturkce.com/a/istanbul-nevruz-kutlamalarinda-aralarinda-afp-muhabirinin-de-oldugu-70-kisi-gozaltina-alindi/7532538.html
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gozaltina-alinan-afp-muhabiri-anlatti-senin-dilini-keserim-haber-1677662
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gozaltina-alinan-afp-muhabiri-anlatti-senin-dilini-keserim-haber-1677662
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/polisten-muhabire-sozlu-ve-fiziksel-siddet-iddiasi-sizi-yahudiler-2187370
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/polisten-muhabire-sozlu-ve-fiziksel-siddet-iddiasi-sizi-yahudiler-2187370
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/polisten-muhabire-sozlu-ve-fiziksel-siddet-iddiasi-sizi-yahudiler-2187370
https://www.medyafaresi.com/haber/polisten-afp-muhabirine-sok-sozler-sizi-yahudiler-gibi-sabun-yapmadigimiza-dua-edin/1019554
https://www.medyafaresi.com/haber/polisten-afp-muhabirine-sok-sozler-sizi-yahudiler-gibi-sabun-yapmadigimiza-dua-edin/1019554
https://www.medyafaresi.com/haber/polisten-afp-muhabirine-sok-sozler-sizi-yahudiler-gibi-sabun-yapmadigimiza-dua-edin/1019554
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/policeviolencenewroz24
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/policeviolencenewroz24
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/03/14/over-52000-people-investigated-for-insult-erdogan-government-4-year/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/turkish-court-sentences-journo-levent-gultekin-to-prison-for-insulting-president-news-64034
https://www.duvarenglish.com/turkish-court-sentences-journo-levent-gultekin-to-prison-for-insulting-president-news-64034
https://stockholmcf.org/over-52000-people-investigated-for-insulting-erdogan-his-government-in-4-years/
https://stockholmcf.org/over-52000-people-investigated-for-insulting-erdogan-his-government-in-4-years/
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/levent-gultekin-receives-11-months-20-days-prison-sentence
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/en/levent-gultekin-receives-11-months-20-days-prison-sentence
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-68704375
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/04/01/middleeast/turkey-local-election-blow-erdogan-opposition-mime-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/04/01/middleeast/turkey-local-election-blow-erdogan-opposition-mime-intl/index.html
https://www.dw.com/en/does-erdogans-defeat-signal-hope-for-turkish-diaspora/a-68761039
https://www.dw.com/en/does-erdogans-defeat-signal-hope-for-turkish-diaspora/a-68761039
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/turkey/07042024
https://www.ft.com/content/1a19275c-a877-444e-bdaa-5aa4ee88f20a
https://www.ft.com/content/1a19275c-a877-444e-bdaa-5aa4ee88f20a
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/kommunalwahlen-tuerkei-erdogan-verliert-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/kommunalwahlen-tuerkei-erdogan-verliert-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/tuerkei-kommunalwahlen-buergermeister-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/tuerkei-kommunalwahlen-buergermeister-100.html
https://www.merkur.de/politik/istanbul-ergebnisse-hochrechnung-tuerkei-wahlen-kommunalwahlen-erdogan-niederlage-ankara-92922727.html
https://www.merkur.de/politik/istanbul-ergebnisse-hochrechnung-tuerkei-wahlen-kommunalwahlen-erdogan-niederlage-ankara-92922727.html
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/top-watchdog-orders-reelections-in-several-districts-192244
https://www.yenisafak.com/yerel-secim-2024/secim-sonuclari
https://www.yenisafak.com/yerel-secim-2024/secim-sonuclari
https://www.fr.de/politik/proteste-van-abdullah-zeydan-istanbul-erdogan-pkk-akp-dem-wahlen-tuerkei-zr-92987108.html
https://www.fr.de/politik/proteste-van-abdullah-zeydan-istanbul-erdogan-pkk-akp-dem-wahlen-tuerkei-zr-92987108.html
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-2195967
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-2195967
https://www.birgun.net/haber/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-521419
https://www.birgun.net/haber/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-521419
https://www.birgun.net/haber/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-521419
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/haluk-bayraktarin-hedef-gosterdigi-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-haber-1683689
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/haluk-bayraktarin-hedef-gosterdigi-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-haber-1683689
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/haluk-bayraktarin-hedef-gosterdigi-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-haber-1683689
https://tr.euronews.com/2024/04/13/ibb-bayraktar-tartismasi-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi
https://tr.euronews.com/2024/04/13/ibb-bayraktar-tartismasi-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi
https://www.dunya.com/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-haberi-722863
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-7111937
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-7111937
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/evren-baris-yavuz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme-adliyeye-sevk-edildi-42445858
https://bianet.org/haber/akademisyen-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-294178
https://bianet.org/haber/akademisyen-evren-baris-yavuz-tutuklandi-294178
https://www.rudaw.net/turkish/middleeast/turkey/130420245
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-gozaltina-alindi-2195753
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/siyasal-iletisimci-evren-baris-yavuz-gozaltina-alindi-2195753
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/ataol-behramoglu/bir-bayram-kutlamasi-2194958
https://bianet.org/haber/grup-yorumdan-bahar-kurtun-hapishanede-kolu-kirildi-294050
https://bianet.org/haber/grup-yorumdan-bahar-kurtun-hapishanede-kolu-kirildi-294050
https://bianet.org/haber/grup-yorumdan-bahar-kurtun-hapishanede-kolu-kirildi-294050
https://bianet.org/haber/grup-yorumdan-bahar-kurtun-hapishanede-kolu-kirildi-294050
https://stockholmcf.org/jailed-leftist-music-band-members-arm-broken-due-to-mistreatment/
https://stockholmcf.org/jailed-leftist-music-band-members-arm-broken-due-to-mistreatment/
https://www.ilerihaber.org/icerik/grup-yorum-uyesi-bahar-kurtun-cezaevinde-kolu-kirildi-161032
https://www.ilerihaber.org/icerik/grup-yorum-uyesi-bahar-kurtun-cezaevinde-kolu-kirildi-161032
https://www.ilerihaber.org/icerik/grup-yorum-uyesi-bahar-kurtun-cezaevinde-kolu-kirildi-161032
https://www.ilerihaber.org/icerik/grup-yorum-uyesi-bahar-kurtun-cezaevinde-kolu-kirildi-161032

16 Duvar English: Trans women assisting man with seizure, get assaulted, robbed, and stones hurled at their homes in Izmir, Turkey,
12.04.24; Bianet: Izmir Barosu: Alsancak'ta translara saldiraya bekci ve kolluk ortak [Izmir Bar Association Watchman and law
enforcement partner in attack on transgender people in Alsancak], 13.04.24; Ege'de SonSéz: Izmir'de trans kadina ling girisimil
[Lynching attempt against trans woman in Izmirl], 13.04.24; Bianet: "Biz sokakta yirirken bile GBT yapan kolluk, yagam
alanlarimiz istila edilirken nerede?" ["Where is the law enforcement that performs GBT even when we walk on the street, while
our living spaces are being invaded?"], 13.04.24; ILGA Europe: Rainbow Europe Map and Index 2023, 11.05.23; Duvar English:
Houses of trans women sealed over 'window leaning', triggers outcry, 04.03.24; KAOS GL: Bayram Sokak 12 Platformu kuruldu!
[Bayram Street 12 Platform was established!], 04.03.24.

17 Gazete Duvar: AYM'den 6grenci protestolarina iliskin emsal karar: O madde iptal edildi [Precedent setting decision from the
Constitutional Court on student protests: That article was canceled], 19.04.24; Deutsche Welle Tirkge: AYM'den niversitelerde
afis ve toplanti 6zgurligl karari [Constitutional Court rules on freedom of assembly and banners at universities], 19.04.24; Duvar
English: Turkish top court lifts disciplinary punishment for campus political activity, 19.04.24.

18 Turkish Minute: Earthquake causes panic, moderate damage in central Turkey, 19.04.24; Hiirriyet Daily News: Several quakes
shake country over two days, 19.04.24; BBC News Tiirkce: Tokat'ta depremin meydana geldigi Bugdayli Fayi hakkinda neler
biliniyyor? [What is known about the Bugdayli Fault where the earthquake occurred in Tokat?], 18.04.24; Duvar English:
Magnitude 5.6 earthquake hits northern Turkish province of Tokat, 18.04.24; Rheinische Post: Erdbeben der Starke 5,6 richtet
Schéaden in der Tiirkei an, 18.04.24; T-Online: Erdbeben erschiittert Norden der Tiirkei, 18.04.24; Stuttgarter Nachrichten:
Erdbeben erschiittert tiirkische Schwarzmeer-Region, 18.04.24; Al Jazeera: Photos: Turks left homeless by earthquake stuck in
container cities, 06.02.24; Redaktionsnetzwerk Deutschland: Erdbeben der Stérke 5,6 erschiittert Schwarzmeer-Region, 18.04.24;
Vulkane Net Newsblog: Tiirkei: Erdbeben Mw 5,6 verursacht Schédden, 19.04.24.

19 Stockholm Center for Freedom: CoE calls on Turkey to amend criminal and anti-terrorism laws, release political prisoners,
13.04.24; Turkish Minute: CoE calls on Turkey to amend criminal and anti-terrorism laws, release political prisoners, 12.04.24;
Turkish Minute: Turkish judges and prosecutors jailing people over ByLock could be prosecuted abroad for crimes against
humanity: legal expert, 22.12.23; Bianet: CoE Committee of Ministers urges Turkey to comply with ECtHR decision on Kavala,
12.04.24.

20 Bianet English: Nine Kurdish journalists detained in house raids, 23.04.24; ANF News Espafiol: Prorrogado el periodo de
detencion de 9 periodistas, 24.04.24; Yeni Yasam: Gozaltindaki gazetecilere skandal sorular: Basin toplantisina neden katildin?
[Scandalous questions to detained journalists: Why did you attend the press conference?], 25.04.24; Mezopotamya Agency:
Journalists accused of their news, 26.04.24; Turkish Minute: 9 Kurdish journalists detained in police raids in Turkey, 23.04.24;
MLSA: MLSA lawyers challenge detention and restrictions on nine journalists arrested in Turkey, 24.04.24; Stockholm Center for
Freedom: 9 Kurdish journalists detained in police raids in Turkey, 24.04.24; ANF News: Detention period of 9 journalists
extended, 24.04.24.

21 Bianet English: DEM Party Batman provincial office raided by police, 24.04.24; NTV: Batman'da DEM Parti il binasinda arama
yapildi [DEM Party provincial building searched in Batman], 24.04.24; Habertiirk: DEM Parti Batman il Es Baskani, gdzaltina
alindi [DEM Party Batman Provincial Co-Chair detained], 25.04.24; Gazete Duvar: DEM Parti Batman il binasina baskin: ‘Ter6rist
kitaplari okuyorlardi muhtemelen' [DEM Party raids Batman provincial office: 'They were probably reading terrorist books'],
24.04.24.

22 Al Jazeera: Turkey police arrest 210 at Istanbul May Day protests, 01.05.24; Le Monde: Turkish police detain more than 200
protesters amid May Day clampdown, 01.05.24; Deutsche Welle: Turkey: Hundreds detained at May Day rallies in Istanbul,
01.05.24; Voice of America: 210 protesters detained during May Day demonstrations in Turkey, 01.05.24; Reuters: Turkish police
detain 217 May Day protesters in Istanbul, minister says, 01.05.24; Le Monde: Heavy-handed Istanbul police fend off May Day
labor protests from Taksim Square, 01.05.24; Amnesty International: Turkiye: Unlawful ban on May Day celebrations in Istanbul
must be lifted, 30.04.24; Barron’s: Turkey Bans May Day Protest In Istanbul's Main Square, 30.04.24; The Media Line: Turkish
Police Detain Hundreds as May Day Protests Erupt in Istanbul, 02.05.24; The New Arab: Turkey bans May Day protests in
Istanbul's Taksim square, 01.05.24; Al Monitor: Turkey: Over 200 detained in May Day demonstrations, 01.05.24; Turkish Minute:
Police detain dozens during May Day demonstrations in Istanbul, 01.05.24; Bianet English: Over 200 detained during Istanbul
May Day events, 01.05.24; Bianet: Istanbul’da dernek ve siyasi partilere “1 Mayis” operasyonu ["May Day" operation against
associations and political parties in Istanbul], 03.05.24; Duvar English: Istanbul police detain 29 in morning raids for ‘illegal’
Workers' Day demonstration, 03.05.24; Turkish Minute: 182 released from custody, 35 referred to court among May Day
detainees in Istanbul, 02.05.24; Balkan Insight: Fresh Arrests in Turkey over Labour Day Unrest, 03.05.24; Rudaw: Turkey arrests
29 in connection with Labor Day clashes, 03.05.24; MLSA: Taksim Square closed on May Day despite Constitutional Court ruling:
Police use gas and plastic bullets, 217 detained, 01.05.24.

23 BBC News Tiirkce: Tiirkiye Diinya Basin Ozgiirliigii Endeksi'nde 158’inci siraya yiikseldi, ancak durumu hala 'cok vahim' [Turkey
ranks 158th in the World Press Freedom Index, but its situation is still 'very grave'], 03.05.24; Turkish Minute: RSF ranks Turkey
158th in new press freedom index, underreports number of jailed journalists, 03.05.24; Turkish Minute: Turkey marks World
Press Day amid continued harassment, intimidation of journalists, 03.05.24; Balkan Insight: Balkan States Fall in Press Freedom
Rankings, 03.05.24; ANF News: RSF: With authoritarianism gaining ground in Turkey, media pluralism is being called into
question, 03.05.24; Bianet English: Turkey climbs to 158th in RSF Press Freedom Index, 03.05.24; Bianet English: The era of
judicial control' confinement and torture in journalism, 02.05.24.

24 Stockholm Center for Freedom: Turkey issued detention warrants for 87 people over alleged Giilen links in a week, 10.05.24;
Stockholm Center for Freedom: 14 teenagers detained over alleged Gllen links, 08.05.24; Turkish Minute: Turkey issued
detention warrants for 87 people over alleged Glilen links in a week, 11.05.24.
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https://bianet.org/haber/izmir-barosu-alsancakta-translara-saldiraya-bekci-ve-kolluk-ortak-294183
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https://www.egedesonsoz.com/haber/izmir-de-trans-kadina-linc-girisimi/1182881
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https://bianet.org/haber/biz-sokakta-yururken-bile-gbt-yapan-kolluk-yasam-alanlarimiz-istila-edilirken-nerede-294176
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https://bianet.org/haber/biz-sokakta-yururken-bile-gbt-yapan-kolluk-yasam-alanlarimiz-istila-edilirken-nerede-294176
https://www.ilga-europe.org/report/rainbow-europe-2023/
https://www.duvarenglish.com/houses-of-trans-women-sealed-over-window-leaning-triggers-outcry-news-63946
https://www.duvarenglish.com/houses-of-trans-women-sealed-over-window-leaning-triggers-outcry-news-63946
https://kaosgl.org/haber/bayram-sokak-12-platformu-kuruldu
https://kaosgl.org/haber/bayram-sokak-12-platformu-kuruldu
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/aymden-ogrenci-protestolarina-iliskin-emsal-karar-o-madde-iptal-edildi-haber-1685260
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/aymden-ogrenci-protestolarina-iliskin-emsal-karar-o-madde-iptal-edildi-haber-1685260
https://www.dw.com/tr/aymden-%C3%BCniversitelerde-afi%C5%9F-ve-toplant%C4%B1-%C3%B6zg%C3%BCrl%C3%BC%C4%9F%C3%BC-karar%C4%B1/a-68867161
https://www.dw.com/tr/aymden-%C3%BCniversitelerde-afi%C5%9F-ve-toplant%C4%B1-%C3%B6zg%C3%BCrl%C3%BC%C4%9F%C3%BC-karar%C4%B1/a-68867161
https://www.duvarenglish.com/turkish-top-court-lifts-disciplinary-punishment-for-campus-political-activity-news-64229
https://www.duvarenglish.com/turkish-top-court-lifts-disciplinary-punishment-for-campus-political-activity-news-64229
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/04/19/earthquake-causes-panic-moderate-damage-in-central-turkey/
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/several-quakes-shake-country-over-two-days-192657
https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/several-quakes-shake-country-over-two-days-192657
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/clken31p2kro
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/clken31p2kro
https://www.duvarenglish.com/magnitude-56-earthquake-hits-northern-turkish-province-of-tokat-news-64223
https://www.duvarenglish.com/magnitude-56-earthquake-hits-northern-turkish-province-of-tokat-news-64223
https://rp-online.de/panorama/ausland/erdbeben-der-staerke-5-6-richtet-schaeden-in-der-tuerkei-an_aid-110940335
https://rp-online.de/panorama/ausland/erdbeben-der-staerke-5-6-richtet-schaeden-in-der-tuerkei-an_aid-110940335
https://rp-online.de/panorama/ausland/erdbeben-der-staerke-5-6-richtet-schaeden-in-der-tuerkei-an_aid-110940335
https://www.t-online.de/nachrichten/panorama/katastrophen/id_100388938/erdbeben-erschuettert-norden-der-tuerkei-.html
https://www.t-online.de/nachrichten/panorama/katastrophen/id_100388938/erdbeben-erschuettert-norden-der-tuerkei-.html
https://www.stuttgarter-nachrichten.de/inhalt.naturkatastrophe-in-der-tuerkei-erdbeben-erschuettert-tuerkische-schwarzmeer-region.6c6d1b37-fa3f-483e-9113-b9e67521b1c5.html
https://www.stuttgarter-nachrichten.de/inhalt.naturkatastrophe-in-der-tuerkei-erdbeben-erschuettert-tuerkische-schwarzmeer-region.6c6d1b37-fa3f-483e-9113-b9e67521b1c5.html
https://www.stuttgarter-nachrichten.de/inhalt.naturkatastrophe-in-der-tuerkei-erdbeben-erschuettert-tuerkische-schwarzmeer-region.6c6d1b37-fa3f-483e-9113-b9e67521b1c5.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/2/6/photos-turks-left-homeless-by-earthquake-stuck-in-container-cities#:%7E:text=More%20than%20689%2C000%20of%20the,still%20live%20in%20temporary%20containers.&text=A%20year%20on%20from%20the,to%20live%20in%20temporary%20containers.
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/2/6/photos-turks-left-homeless-by-earthquake-stuck-in-container-cities#:%7E:text=More%20than%20689%2C000%20of%20the,still%20live%20in%20temporary%20containers.&text=A%20year%20on%20from%20the,to%20live%20in%20temporary%20containers.
https://www.rnd.de/panorama/erdbeben-in-der-tuerkei-schwarzmeer-region-betroffen-VHMZVSHMUVJ77F7M7QVU6SVIDA.html
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28 Bianet English: Men killed 40 women in May, 06.06.24; Turkish Minute: 40 women killed by men, 20 more died under suspicious

circumstances in Turkey in May: report, 05.06.24; Kadin Cinayetlerini Durduracagiz Platformu: 2024 Mayis Ayinda Erkekler
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