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Description: Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) was designated as a Foreign Terrorist 

Organization on December 26, 2001. JeM was founded in early 2000 by former senior Harakat ul-

Mujahideen leader Masood Azhar upon his release from prison in India in exchange for 155 

hijacked Indian Airlines hostages. The group aims to annex the state of Jammu and Kashmir to 

Pakistan and expel international forces from Afghanistan. JeM has openly declared war against the 

United States. 

 

Activities: JeM continues to operate openly in parts of Pakistan, conducting fatal attacks in the 

region, despite the country's 2002 ban on its activities. JeM has claimed responsibility for several 

suicide car bombings in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, including an October 2001 suicide attack 

on the Jammu and Kashmir legislative assembly building in Srinagar that killed more than 30 

people. The Indian government has publicly implicated JeM, along with Lashkar e-Tayyiba (LeT), 

in the December 2001 attack on the Indian Parliament that killed nine people and injured 18 others. 

In 2002, Pakistani authorities arrested and convicted a JeM member for the abduction and murder of 

U.S. journalist Daniel Pearl. In December 2003, Pakistan implicated JeM members in two 

assassination attempts against then President Pervez Musharraf. 

 

In 2016, Indian officials blamed JeM for a January attack on an Indian Air Force base in Pathankot. 

One civilian and seven Indian security force personnel were killed. From February through May 
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2016, both LeT and JeM were suspected of engaging in at least three firefights with Indian security 

forces in Kupwara district, Jammu and Kashmir, injuring approximately two Indian personnel. 

In June 2017, Indian police stated JeM conducted multiple attacks against security forces in five 

locations across the state of Jammu and Kashmir, injuring over a dozen people. Another attack in 

October left one Indian Border Security Force personnel and three JeM militants dead. 

 

Strength: JeM has at least several hundred armed supporters. 

 

Location/Area of Operation: JeM operates in India, including the state of Jammu and Kashmir; 

Afghanistan; and Pakistan, particularly southern Punjab. 

 

Funding and External Aid: To avoid asset seizures by the Pakistani government, since 2007 JeM 

has withdrawn funds from bank accounts and invested in legal businesses, such as commodity 

trading, real estate, and the production of consumer goods. JeM also collects funds through 

donation requests, sometimes using charitable causes to solicit donations. 
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