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In April 2018, ISIS claimed responsibility for targeting an Iraqi Turkman politician in the 

northern province of Kirkuk.  In July 2018, ISIS attacked the city of Suweida and nearby towns 

and villages in southwestern Syria, conducting multiple suicide bombings and simultaneous raids 

in a brutal offensive, killing more than 200 people. 

 

Strength:  Estimates suggest ISIS fighters in Iraq and Syria number between 14,000 and 18,000, 

including up to 3,000 FTFs.  This number was likely reduced during 2018 military operations.    

 

Location/Area of Operation:  ISIS’s operations are predominately in Iraq and Syria, but the 

group has created external ISIS branches and networks around the world.  In addition, supporters 

and associates worldwide inspired by the group’s ideology may be operating without direction 

from ISIS central leadership.   

 

Funding and External Aid:  ISIS received most of its funding from a variety of businesses and 

criminal activities within areas it controls in Iraq and Syria.  Criminal activities included 

smuggling oil, looting and selling antiquities and other goods, as well as extortion, human 

trafficking, and kidnapping-for-ransom.  ISIS continues to use “hawalas” – a system of couriers 

who maintain an informal international banking system that functions by word of mouth and is 

difficult to uncover and interdict – to transport money in support of ISIS operations.  Before 

ISIS’s territorial defeat, targeted counterterrorism operations and airstrikes served to sever 

critical financial networks and reduce ISIS’s ability to exploit local resources such as oil.  In 

2018, the further reduction in ISIS’s control of territory significantly reduced ISIS’s ability to 

generate, hold, and transfer revenue.  Despite this, ISIS continues to generate revenue from 

criminal activities and provides financial support to its network of global branches and affiliates. 

 

 

ISIS–BANGLADESH 

Aka Caliphate in Bangladesh, Caliphate’s Soldiers in Bangladesh, Soldiers of the Caliphate in 

Bangladesh, Khalifa’s Soldiers in Bengal, Islamic State Bangladesh, Islamic State in 

Bangladesh, ISB, ISIB, Abu Jandal al-Bangali, Neo-JMB, New JMB, Neo-Jammat-ul 

Mujahadeen-Bangladesh. 

 

Description:  ISIS-Bangladesh was designated as a FTO on February 28, 2018.  ISIS-

Bangladesh has described itself as ISIS’s official branch in Bangladesh and was born out of 

ISIS’s desire to expand its campaign to the Indian Subcontinent.  Coinciding with the 

announcement of the caliphate in Iraq and Syria, a group of Bangladeshi nationals pledged 

allegiance to ISIS and vowed to organize Bengal Muslims under the leadership of ISIS chief, 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.  

 

Activities:  Since its inception in 2014, ISIS-Bangladesh has claimed numerous attacks carried 

out across the country.  In September 2015, gunmen belonging to ISIS-Bangladesh shot and 

killed an Italian aid worker in Dhaka.  In December 2015, ISIS-Bangladesh claimed 

responsibility for injuring 10 people during a Christmas Day suicide attack at mosque packed 

with Ahmadi Muslims.  In July 2016, the group claimed responsibility for an assault on the 

Holey Artisan Bakery in Dhaka that killed 22 people, including one American.  In March 2017, 

ISIS-Bangladesh claimed responsibility for twin explosions that targeted a crowd in Sylhet, 
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Bangladesh, killing six people.  ISIS-Bangladesh did not claim responsibility for any attacks in 

2018. 

 

Strength:  ISIS-Bangladesh has at least several hundred armed supporters. 

 

Location/Area of Operation:  The group is located in Bangladesh 

 

Funding and External Aid:  Although the source of ISIS-Bangladesh’s funding is largely 

unknown, it does receive some support from ISIS.   

 

 

ISIS-GREATER SAHARA 

Aka ISIS in the Greater Sahara (ISIS-GS); Islamic State in the Greater Sahel (ISGS); Islamic 

State of the Greater Sahel; ISIS in the Greater Sahel; ISIS in the Islamic Sahel.  

 

Description:  ISIS in the Greater Sahara (ISIS-GS) was designated as a FTO on May 23, 2018.  

ISIS-GS emerged when leader Adnan Abu Walid al-Sahrawi and his followers split from al-

Murabitoun.  Al-Sahrawi first pledged allegiance to ISIS in May 2015, which was acknowledged 

by ISIS in October 2016.  

 

Activities:  In September 2016, ISIS-GS claimed responsibility for an attack on a gendarmerie 

post in Markoye, Burkina Faso, that killed two people.  In October 2016, ISIS-GS claimed 

responsibility for an attack on a military post in Intangom, Burkina Faso, that killed three 

Burkinabe soldiers.  In October 2017, ISIS-GS claimed responsibility for an attack on a joint 

U.S.-Nigerien patrol in the region of Tongo, Niger, which killed four U.S. soldiers and five 

Nigerien soldiers.  In 2018, ISIS-GS was reportedly involved in numerous skirmishes and attacks 

in Mali and Niger, including those in May that targeted French troops and civilians.      

 

Strength:  Precise numbers are unknown.  

 

Location/Area of Operation:  ISIS-GS is primarily based in Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso. 

 

Funding and External Aid:  ISIS-GS’s sources of support are unknown. 

 

 

ISLAMIC STATE’S KHORASAN PROVINCE 

Aka ISIL Khorasan; Islamic State's Khorasan Province; ISIS Wilayat Khorasan; ISIL’s South 

Asia Branch; South Asian chapter of ISIL.  

 

Description:  Islamic State’s Khorasan Province (ISIS-K) was designated as a FTO on January 

14, 2016.  The group is based in Afghanistan, conducts operations in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

and is composed primarily of former members of Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan, the Afghan Taliban, 

and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan.  ISIS-K’s senior leadership has pledged allegiance to 

ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, which was accepted in late January 2015.  ISIS-K has carried 

out suicide bombings, small arms attacks, and kidnappings in Afghanistan against civilians and 
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