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Sudan: Experts denounce systematic attacks
on women and girls

GENEVA – A group of independent human rights experts* today strongly

condemned the widespread and systematic violations committed against
women and girls in Sudan, including conflict-related sexual violence,

abductions, and killings, many of which have been attributed to the Rapid

Support Forces (RSF).

“We are deeply troubled by the harrowing reports of sexual violence,

abductions, and killings targeting women and children, including in
displacement camps, which reflect a systematic and brutal campaign

against those least protected in Sudanese society,” the experts said.

Now entering its third year, the conflict in Sudan continues to exact a
devastating toll on civilians, with women and girls facing escalating risks of

gang rape, sexual slavery, trafficking, and forced marriage, particularly in
Al Gezira, Sinnar, Darfur, and South Kordofan, the experts noted. In some

attacks, entire families have reportedly been torn apart, with women

raped in front of relatives or abducted for prolonged sexual violence.
“Sexual violence continues to be used systematically as a weapon of war

in Sudan,” they warned.

The experts said that in villages such as Al Seriha, Azrag, Ruffa, and Abu

Gelfa, women have taken their own lives following traumatic assaults,

noting that survivors are increasingly and openly contemplating suicide as
a means of escaping the ongoing horrors of the conflict.

“These harrowing accounts underscore the scale of the mental health

crisis among women and girls, lack of access to attention and support and
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impunity that perpetrators enjoy, particularly in areas where support

systems have completely collapsed,” they said.

“Behind each report is a woman or girl whose life has been irreparably

altered,” the experts said. “This crisis demands not only attention, but
urgent action to end these atrocities grounded in justice and humanity.”

The experts noted that since 2025, at least 330 cases of conflict-related

sexual violence have been documented, although the real number is
believed to be significantly higher due to underreporting. Survivors,

including children, face enormous barriers to accessing medical or
psychological care. In El Fasher and other besieged areas, the collapse of

health systems, and attacks in displacement camps, have left women

giving birth in unsafe, unhygienic conditions. Maternal mortality has risen
sharply, and emergency reproductive care remains virtually non-existent.

Enforced disappearances of women and girls have reportedly surged in

RSF-controlled areas, with many believed to have been abducted for
sexual slavery and exploitation, the experts said. Victims are taken from

displacement settings, markets, and shelters, amid a collapse of
protection systems. Conditions in these areas have worsened drastically,

exposing women and girls to increased sexual violence.

The experts were also alarmed by continued attacks on women human
rights defenders and frontline workers, who have reportedly been raped,

killed, or harassed for assisting survivors or documenting abuses.

“These violations cause profound harm to individuals and communities,

while steadily dismantling remaining protections and undermining

prospects for recovery and justice,” they said.

“The horrific scale of violence that women and girls continue to

experience is an alarming testament to the erosion of protections for
women and girls during times of conflict and normalisation of such

violence. The international community must urgently step in to stem the

tide,” the experts said.

The experts have been in contact with the Government on these matters.

*The experts:  Reem Alsalem,  Special Rapporteur on violence against

women and girls, its causes and consequences;  Paula Gaviria
Betancur, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced

persons; Laura Nyirinkindi (Chair), Claudia Flores (Vice-Chair), Dorothy
Estrada Tanck, Ivana Krstić, and Haina Lu,  Working group on

discrimination against women and girls;  Alice Jill Edwards,  Special

Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment;  Tomoya Obokata,  Special Rapporteur on contemporary

forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-violence-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-violence-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-internally-displaced-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-internally-displaced-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-women-and-girls
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-women-and-girls
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-torture
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-torture
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-torture
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=58b124978cb6b4b1803326534a0af6e83271a90fb840bda0be5fbbf79505798fJmltdHM9MTc0MDk2MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=35045b5c-3666-6099-2a01-4fec370d6143&psq=slavery+Special+repporteur&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2hjaHIub3JnL2VuL3NwZWNpYWwtcHJvY2VkdXJlcy9zci1zbGF2ZXJ5Izp-OnRleHQ9UHJvZi4lMjBUb21veWElMjBPYm9rYXRhJTIwJTI4SmFwYW4lMjklMjB3YXMlMjBhcHBvaW50ZWQlMjBhcyUyMFNwZWNpYWwsdHJhbnNuYXRpb25hbCUyMG9yZ2FuaXplZCUyMGNyaW1lJTJDJTIwaHVtYW4lMjB0cmFmZmlja2luZyUyMGFuZCUyMG1vZGVybiUyMHNsYXZlcnku&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=58b124978cb6b4b1803326534a0af6e83271a90fb840bda0be5fbbf79505798fJmltdHM9MTc0MDk2MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=35045b5c-3666-6099-2a01-4fec370d6143&psq=slavery+Special+repporteur&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub2hjaHIub3JnL2VuL3NwZWNpYWwtcHJvY2VkdXJlcy9zci1zbGF2ZXJ5Izp-OnRleHQ9UHJvZi4lMjBUb21veWElMjBPYm9rYXRhJTIwJTI4SmFwYW4lMjklMjB3YXMlMjBhcHBvaW50ZWQlMjBhcyUyMFNwZWNpYWwsdHJhbnNuYXRpb25hbCUyMG9yZ2FuaXplZCUyMGNyaW1lJTJDJTIwaHVtYW4lMjB0cmFmZmlja2luZyUyMGFuZCUyMG1vZGVybiUyMHNsYXZlcnku&ntb=1


ecoi.net description:

Independent human rights experts condemn widespread and systematic
violations against women and girls, including conflict-related sexual violence,

abductions and killings

Country:

Sudan

Source:

OHCHR – UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  (Author)

Published:
14 May 2025

Original link:

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/sudan-experts-denounce-
systematic-attacks-women-and-girls

Document type:
Appeal or News Release

Language:

English

Available on ecoi.net since:

13 June 2025

Document ID:

2125911

https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11534.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11534.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/sudan-experts-denounce-systematic-attacks-women-and-girls
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/sudan-experts-denounce-systematic-attacks-women-and-girls


Austrian Red Cross

Austrian Centre for

Country of Origin and

Asylum Research and

Documentation

(ACCORD)

Wiedner Hauptstraße

32, 1041 Wien

T +43 1 589 00 583

F +43 1 589 00 589

info@ecoi.net

Contact

Imprint & Disclaimer

F.A.Q.

Data Protection Notice

ecoi.net is run by the Austrian Red Cross (department ACCORD) in cooperation with Informationsverbund Asyl &

Migration. ecoi.net is funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Austrian Ministry of the Interior

and Caritas Austria. ecoi.net is supported by ECRE & UNHCR.

    

https://www.ecoi.net/
https://www.ecoi.net/
tel:+43158900583
tel:+43158900589
mailto:info@ecoi.net
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/contact/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/imprint/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/f.a.q/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/data-protection-notice/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/

	suda888
	Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale

	888. 250829 -Sudan. OHCHR. Sudan. Experts denounce systematic attacks on women and girls. Udgivet 14 maj. 2025

