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Sinee the adoption of the Programs on Retun by tha Crostian Govemment, over 3,000 Crassian
citizens repamated to Croatia from FRY in argunized retum movements.

Between 7 and 18 December, UNHCR Belgrade, in cooperation with UNHCR Crostis,
completed the first phase of 8 Voluntary Repatriation Informetion Campsign w the Kraljevo
snd Belgrade areas (see Croana). .

! The Federal Ministry of Interior informed UNHCR that the twul number of applicatiens for
citizenship recesved besween | Jonuary 1997 and 18 November 1598 amounted to 188,329
Applications lodged by refugees under the revised Citizenship Law totaled 82,977 (covenng
over 100,000 individusls). Out of the (88,329 wotal, posidve decisions were taken for 106,361
cases. of this amount.te total numbec of refugees neruralized a5 FRY citizens was 42,053 (or
25,483 cases).

THE FORMER YUGOSLAY REPUBLEIC OF MACEDONIA

The refugec situation n the country did not undurgo dramatic changes. Several hundeed
refugoes from Bosnia snd Herzegovine wers sull in the country by the end of Janussy.
Unefficial estimates the number of rafugees from Kasovo contirued 1o 1ange between 3,000
and 3,000 :

. The NATO Kosove Venfication Coordination Center and the Exsrection Farce becams fully

; operational by wid-January with respectivaly 155 end 1,850 staff in place. NATO Suprems
Commander Genersl Clark traveled to FYROM on 13 January fo meet the new .Govermment
and inspect NATO instellations

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

Peace Implementation Couneil

Closaly followng the Humanitasian kssues Working Group Meering of 20 Movember 1998, the
Peace Implemantetion Councit (PIC) held its annual ministenial level meeting n Madnd on 15
and 16 December 1998.

The PIC agreed thay, sfter the end of the current phase devoted to consolidating peace, the next
two years would be devoted to making that péace self-sustsining. Ensbling s fres cheice oa
retarn was recognized os an essential componant of this statagy. The Couneil resolved “1o
support every effort to create the conditions for 2 major step forward on retums © own homes
1 1999 for those who wash 1o exercise this nght.”

There waa wide endorsemant of the RRTF 1999 Action Plan and the erophasis the plan lays on
renewed and concered efforts by OHR, SFOR snd UNHCR to promote the crostion of
conditions conducive to minority retumns. The PIC further recognized the regional dimensions

of return ag sat out in the UNHCR Regional Strategy prasented at the Luxembourg and in the
separts prasented to the HIWG of the Council in Novermber. !
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First Regionsl Meeting of intarnatisnsl Organizations in Zagreb

On 20 January a regional coordination meeting nvolving OHR, OSCE and UNHCR offices m

the Fotraer Yugoslavis region was held 10 Zagreb n ordsr to wke inig account the regional

dimensions of retum and promots cross-border copperation among international organizations

al the planomg end eperasional level The issus of cross-border retum betwsen Croetis and
. Bosma and Herzegovina was ane of the items highon tha sgenda of the mecting. It was agroed
\‘ that monthly coordination meetings will take place altenating batween Zagreb and Sarsjevo.

Marco Roggis
Fosmer Yugostavia Lizsson Unit
16 March 1999
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